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pln X E S SAY E 
HEROIC POETRY. . 


Fuſs Heroic Poem is fo vaſt an.Undertaking, requires ſo much both 
of Art and Genius for. its Manggranent, and carries ſuch Difficulty 
in the Model of the Whole, and Di/po/ition of the ſeveral Parts, that 
it's no Wonder, - if not above One or Two of the Ancients, and 
hardly any of the Moderns, have facceeded in their Attempts of this 

Nature. Rapin, and other Maſters of Epic, repreſent it as an Enterprize fo bardy, 

that ir can ſcarce enter into the Mind of a wile Man, without affrighting him, as 

being the moſt perfe&# Piece of Work that Hr; can produce, That Author has ma- 
ny excellent Reflexions and Rules concerning it in his Diſcourſe ſur. 1a Poetique ; 
but Boſſu is the firſt Ive ſeen who has writ a juſt and - perfe&. Tract thereon, 
wherein he has in a clear 'and Scholaſtic Method amaſs'd together moſt that's to 
be. found in Antiquity on that Subje&, tho? chiefly keeping to the Obſervations of 

Ariſtotle, which he drew from Homer, and who ſeems the firſt that reduced.P 
to an Art. That Author defines Epic, © An Artificial Diſcowſe, in order to form 

© the Afammers by Inſtructions, diſguis'd. .under the Alegories of ſome one im- 
& portant Aion, recited in Verſe, in a manner probable, diverting and admirable : 
which he thus. himſelf abridges, ** *Tis a Fate agrogabiy imitated on ſome im- 
* portant Attion, recited in Veiſe in a manner that's probable and admirable: In 

- which Definition are contain'd; as he afterwards explains it, the general Ngture 

of Epic, and that double, Fable and Poem.: The Matter, ſome one important Attion 

probably feigwd and imitated : Its Form, -Recitation or Narration : And laſtly, its 

End, Inſtruftion, Which is aimed at in general by the Moral of the Fable; and be- 

ſides in. the particular Jfamners of the Perſons who make the moſt conſiderable 


Figare in the Work, - +... Sn | 
which . he makes Included in- the. general Nature or Eſ(+ 


To begin with Fable Jec 
ſence of Epic. This, he lays, is the moſt eſential Part of it ; ©*-That ſome Fables and 
6 Allegoties ſcatter'd up and down in a Poems dow ſuffice to conſtitute Epic, if 
* they are only the Ornaments, and not the very Foundation of it. And again, 
©* That 'tis the very Fiemd 'and princips! A#ien that ought to be. Riign'd and Alle- 
<< gorical: For which reaſon he expreſly excludes. hence-all-ſimple Hiſtories, as 
by Name, Lucan's Pharſalia, Silins Itelicuss Punic War, and all true: Actions of 
4 my Perfons, without Fable : And ftill more home ; that *tis not: a Relation 
of the Ations of any Hero, to form the Manners by his Example, but on: the con- 
trary, a Diſcourſe invented to form the Manners. by the Relation of ſome one feign'd 
AZion, deſign'd to pleaſe, under the. borrow!d Name - of ſome. illuſtrious Perſon, of 
whom Choice is made after we have fram'd the Play of the Action which we de- 
fign to attribute to him. | E x 1 

Nor indeed is Boſſ# fingular. in his Judgment on this Matter, there being few 
or none who ave ever writ on the fame Subje&, but are of the fame-mind : 
For thus Bozleau in his Art of Poetry, | | 


Dans 


J 


"Te PREFACE. 


\ 


Dans la waſte recit d* une longue ation 
Se ſoutient par la Fable & wit de Filtion. 


Which his 77anfator I think better - 


Is the: Narratibn of ſome great Deſign, . 
Iroention, Art, and Fable, all muſt join.. 


Rapin.too gives his Vote on the ſame ſide, Rien neſt, fays he, plus efſentic! 
an Poem Epique, que Ia Fi&tion ; and quotes Petronius to that purpoſe, Per amba- 
es,  Deorumque minifteria , precipitndus eſt Liher ' Spirjtus. Nor is't only the Mo- 
derns who are of this Opinion ; for the 1/ads are call'd in Horace, Fabula qua 
Paridis,&e. And laſtly, even ArForte himſelf, tes us, © That Fable is thie prin- 
© cipal, thing in an Heroic Poem ,; and, as it were, the very Soul.ot it. *Agy & ofoy 
Joy: And upon this occaſion commends Homer for lying with the beſt Grace of 
any Man in the World : Authorities almoſt too big to admit any Examination 
of their Reaſon, or . Oppoſition to their - Sentiments.. However, I ſeg no cauſe why 
Poerry ſhould not be brought to the Teſt, as well as Divinity, or any more than 
the other, be believed on its own bare ipſe dixit. y | 
Let us therefore examine the Plan which they lay for a Work of this Nature, 
and then we may be better able to gueſs at thoje Grounds and Reaſors on which 


wy proceed. | | 

forming an Herojc-Poem, the firſt thing they tell us we ought to do, isto pitch 
' on ſome Moral Truth, which we deſire to enforce on our Reader, as the Foundation 
of the whole Work. Thus Virgil; as Boſſu obſerves, deſigning to render the Re- 
-1an People pleaſed and eafic.under the new Government of Auguſtus, laid down 
this Maxim, as the Foundation of his Divine «/Enew : © That preat and notable 
© Changes of State are nbt 117 jr hou but by the Order and Will of Ged : That thoſe 
© who oppoſe themſehoes againſt them are impious, and frequently puniſhed as they de- 
& ſerve; and that Heawen is not wanting to take that Hero always under its par- 
© ricular Protefion, whom it chuſes for the Execution of ſach grand Deſigns. is- 
for the' Moral Truth ; we muſt then, . he ſays, go on to lay the general Play of - 
ithe Fidfion, which, together with that Verity, makes the "Fable and Soul of the 
Poem : And this he thinks Yirgil did: in this manner, © The Gods ſave a great* 
:<© Prince from the Ruines of his. Country, and chuſe him for the Preſervation of 
6, Religion, and re-eftabiiſhing a more glorious Empire than his former. The Hero 
© is made a King, and arriving at his new Country, finds both God and Men Adiſpos'd 
« 76 receive bim : But a neighbouring Prince, whoſe Eyes Ambition and Fealcuſie bave 
&*' cloſed againſt Fuſtice and the Will of Heaven, oppoſes bis Eſtabliſhment, being aſ- 
& fifed by another King deſpoil'd of his Eſtate {/ bis Cruelty and Wickedneſs. 
©© Their Oppoſition, and rhe War on whigh this pious Prince is forc'd, render bis Eſt a- 
« bliſhmevit more juſt by the Right of Conqueſt, and more glorious by his Vitory and 
© the Death of bis Enemies. Theſe are his own Words, as any may ſte who are 
at the pains to conſult him 5 nor can I help it, if either Yirgil or Boſſu happen to 
| be Prophets. ; 

When the Poet has proceeded thus far, and as Boſſu calls it, wp his Proje&, 
he's next to ſearch-in Hiſtory or receiv'd Fable, for ſome Hero, whoſe Name he may 
borrow for his Work, and to whom he may ſuit his Perſons. Thele are Boſſus No- 
tions, and, indeed, very agreeable to Ar:#otle, who ſays, that Perſons and AG1ons 
in this ſort of Poetry muſt be feign'd, allegorical, and univerſal. | 

This is the Platform they lay ; and let's now fee if we can diſcover the Reafons 
whereoh they found theſe Res, being ſo unanimous for Fable rather than true 
HhPory, as the Matter of an Heroic Poem; and, if I miſtake not, theſe are ſome 
_ off the principal. = | 

1, Becauſe they had obſerv*d the beſt Models of Heroic Poems were laid after this 
manner $ the greateſt part of the Action both in Homer and Yirgil being pure Fg- 
ble. Homer beginning, and all the reſt following his Steps. 


2. Becauſe 
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| 2+ Becauſe no ſingle Hero, or true Hiftory, which the Ancients knew was ſuf. 
| ficient, without Fable, to furniſh Matter for an Epic Poem. Hiftory, ſays Ariſto« © 
tle, treats of particular Things as they really are ; Poetry, as they Joy to be ; 
and therefore he prefers Poetry as the more grave and more inſtructive ; the Poers 
being forc'd to follow the ſame Methods with their Kindred- Arr, that of the Pain.” 
ters, and gather a great many Beauties together, out of em all, to ſteal one Venxs. 
3. A third Reaſon may be, becauſe, ſuppoſing they ſhould have found ſome 
one Example from whence to enforce ſtrongly any particular Point of Morality, 
yet it would have miſs'd thoſe other Characters of Epic, moſt of its Agreea x 
neſs, and all its Power to raiſe Admiration. A cha#t Hiſtorian muſt not go about 
to ammſe his Reader with Machines ; and a Poer that would imitate him, muſt have 
 * been forced to' thin his Stage accordingly, and disband all his gloriows Train of 
Gods and Goddeſſes, which compoſes all that's admirable in his. Work ; according 
to that of Boileau ; Chaque Pirtue devient une divinitie. bark. * 
And theſe, if I miſtake not, were the main Reaſons on which the fore-men- 
tion'd Rules were grounded. Let's now enquire into the Strength and Validity of 
them : To begin with Homer, he wrote in that manner, becauſe moft| of the 
ancient Eaſtern Learning, the Original of all others, was Mythology. - But this be- 
ing now antiquated, 1 cannot think we are oblig'd ſuperſtitiouſly to: follow his 
Example, any more than to make Horſes ſpeak, as he does that of Achilles. 2, If 
a Poet lights on any ſingle Hero, whoſe true AGions and Hiſtory are as important as 
any that Fable ever did or can produce, I ſee no reafon why he may not as well. 
make uſe of him and his Example to form the Mamers and enforce any Moral 
Truth, as ſeek for one in Fable for that purpoſe : Nay, he can ſcarce fail of per- 
ſuading more ſtrongly, becauſe he has Frath it ſelf ; the other but the Image of 
Truth, eſpecially if his Hiſtory be, in the Third place, of it ſelf Jverting and ad. 
mirable. If it has from its own Fund, and already made to his hand thoſe Deo- 
rum Miniſfteria, which coſt the Poet ſo much in the forming'em out of his own. 
Brain. | Nor can we ſuppoſe Fifion it. ſelf pleaſes ; no, *tis the agreeable and the 
admirable, in the Dreſs of Truth ; and ſuch a Phan as this would e equally anſwer 
both the Ends of Poetry in general, deleFari & monere, nay come up fuller to the 
End of Epic, which is agreeable InftraFion; and thence it follows ſtrongly, that a 
Poem written in ſuch amanner, muſt, notwithſtanding the foregoing Rules, be 
a true and proper Heroic Poem, eſpecially it adorn'd with Poetical Colowrs and Cir- 
cumſtances through the whole Body thereof. | | 
Now thar all this is not gratis dium, I think I can prove, even from moſt 
of thoſe very Authors Pve already produc'd, as of the contrary Opinion ; and 
that I can make it appear, Boſſu goes too far in fixing Fable as the Eſſential Fund and . 
Soul of the. principal Aion in an Epic Poem. To begin with Rapin, who. has this 
Paſſage, ſur la Poetique, Reflex. 5. La Poeſie Heroique, &c. ** Heroique Poeſie, ac- 
& cording to Ariſtotle, is a Pifure or Imitation of an Heroizc Ation ; and the Qua- 
5 hities of the Action are, That it ought to be (among others) zrue, or at leaſt, 
& ſuch as might paſs for rrue : Thus he, And henceit follows, according to him 
and Ariſftotle, that the principal Aion in Heroic, not only ought to paſs for Truth, 
but may be really true: For Horace, he does indeed call the YViads a Fable y but then 
he does not oblige his Poet ſuperſtitiouſly to follow Homer in every thing, owh- 
ing that he ſometimes doats as well as orber Men : Further, this may, and I think 
does, refer rather to the Dreſs and Tin of the Aion, than to the- Boxtom and 
Ground of his Hiſtory, which there's at leaſt as much, if not more reaſon to be- 
lieve rrue than falſe: And in the ſame Senſe may we take Petronius and" Bojleau ; 
nay, if we don't take %em thus, I can't tell whether there were ever ſuch a thing 
as 23 true Heroic Poem in the World ; not ſo muchas the Fairy-Queer,, Gondiberr, 
or Orlando Furioſo ; all which have. Fable enough in %em of any reafon ; but their 
principal Actions might be ſtill ':rue, as we are ſure' was that: of the beſt Heroic 
that ever was written ; (I need not ſay I mean Virgil) ſince few or no Authors ever 
deny*'d that there was ſuch a Man as e/#near, or even that he came into Italy, built 


Cities there, and erefed s Kingdom, which Tully mentions, as a generally receiv'd 
| | Tradition 


_The PREFACE | 


Traditim in thoſe Parts, and which it ſeems he thought not frivolous, but true 
and ſolid ; otherwiſe he'd ſcarce have given it. a place in his Argument for his 
Chent.. Of this Opinion too ſeems Horace himſelf, in his Arr of Poerry, namely, 
That there's no neceflity of the principal Adion's being ſeign'd; for his Dire&ion 
is, ©. Aut famam ſequere, out fibi corvemientia finge ;, Either follow Tradition or Fame, 
* or elſe feign what's agrecable thereunto. He makes not feigning eſſential to 
Heroic Action, but gives leave to follow Fame , who is not ſo great a: Lyar, but 
char ſhe is ſometimes in the right. Nay, what if we ſhould after all have Boſju 
himſelf on our fide, which Pm miſtaken if he be not ; for theſe are his Expreflions, 
Lib. 1. Cap.77. Le Fition, &c. © The Fiction may be. fo diſguisd under the Vericy 
& of the Hiſtory, that thoſe who are ignorant of the Arr of the Poet, may be- 
© lieve. it not a Fiftion ;.and to make the Diſguiſement well, he ought*to ſearch 
<& into Hiſtory for. the Names of ſome Perſons, to whom ſuch an 44#ion has pro- 
« bably or truly happen'd, &c. Hence 'tis.evident, that according to Boſſu's own 
Notion, 'the main Aiion may be true ; which appears even from Ariforle himſelf, 
as quoted by him, 99. Key Jex, &c. * An Aathor Is not lefs a Poer, becauſe the 
© Tncidents he recites have truly happen'd; if ſo be that which wr 4g 'had the 
& appearance of Truth, and all that Ars demands,- and be really ſuch as it ought 
* to have heen feign'd. And this Boſſ# himſelf illuſtrates admirably well by an 
ingenious Simile ; © A Statuary, ſays he, firſt forms his Deſign, Poſture, Altitudes 
* which he intends for his Image; but if he then lights on any precious Aa- 
© terial, Agate, or ſuch like, where the Figure, the Coloars, and Veins will not be 
&« accommodated to all he deſign'd, he regulates his Deſign and Imagination accor- 
<« ding to his latter 3 nor ought we to believe, at the ſame time, that theſe /ingular 
& Jacky Hits condemn the Fuftneſs of his Art. From all which, I muſt leave itto 
the Reader, whether I han't ſufficiently prov'd what I've undertaken ; that Fi#:ox 
is not necellary to the prime! A#ion of our Heroic Poem; on which Pve been 
ſomething more large, not fo much on my own account ; for *is indifferent to 
me by what Name any Man calls »zy Poem, ſo ic anſwers the great End of Epic, 
which is I»ſtruftion ; but becauſe I've heard ſome Perſons have been fo conceited as 
to criticiſe on our immertal Cowley for this very reaſon, and deny his Dawigdeis the 
Honour of being an Heroic Poem, becauſe the Subje&t thereof is a true Hrftory. 
And here I ſhould drop the Diſcourſe of Fable , were there not another fort 
of Perſons ſtill to deal with, perhaps more importunate than the former : The 
frſ# will not like 'a Piece ubleſs *tis all Fable, -or at leaſt the Foundation of it : 
Theſe latter run into the contrary extreme, and ſeem unwilling or afraid to ad- 
- mit any thing of Fable in a Chrifian Poem ;, and as Balzac in his Critics on Heinſius 
his Baprifta, are frighted, as at ſome Magical Charm, if they find but one Word there 
which was made uſe of by the old Heathens ; which, ſays he, (unluckily as things 
have ſince happened) is as prepoſterous as to fee Tirks wear Hars, and French- 
men Turbants ; the Flower-de-lis 1n the Mufjelmens Colours, or the Half- Moon on 
the Srandard of France. He's, however, it muſt be granted, juſtly angry with 
Taſſo, as Mr. Dryden ſince, for ſetting his Angels and Devils to fave and tail at 
one another; Alefo and Pluto on one fide, and Gabrie] and Raphael Of Cother 
as well as with Samazarin,, for mingling Proteus and David, and calling the Muſes 
anU Nympbs to the Labour of the Bleſſed Virgin. Tho' the truth is, the Dalian Poets 
ſeem more excuſable, at leaſt ro a Papy, in this Caſe, than any other Nation, 
who: parted-with 25s iztle of their Idolatry as they could poflible, after they had 
kept it as Jovg as they were able, my the Change very eaſie, and turning 
their Pantheon into an 41} Sams; much like the good Fathers in the Spanyh 
Congqueſts in America, who ſuffer the Natives to keep their 0/4.1dols, fo they'll bat 
pay for *em, and get'em chriſten'd ; by this means making many 2 good Saint out 
of. a very indifferent Dewil. So far, I ſay, Balzac is undoubtedly in the right, 
that | Chriftsanity and Heathenjſm ought not to be confounded, nor the Pagan Gods 
mention'd, but as /uch,. in Chriſtian Poems, Of which Boileau allo ſays, © They 
& ſhould not be Fill'd with the Fictions of Idolatry ; tho? he tells us juſt before, 
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In vain have our miſtaken Authors try | 
Thoſe ancient Ornaments to lay aſide. * 


As tho! he were afraid leſt all Poets ſhou'd be fored to turn Chriſtians, nd yet 
in the next Lines he thinks it full as bad, | 


To fright the Reader in each Line with Hell,, 
And talk of Satan, Aſhtaroth and Bel. 


| As tho? he'd have no Chriftian to be a Poet. And much at the ſame rate is 
Monſieur Balzac very angry with Buchanan, for the ſame reaſon ; nor will he 
by any means let us ſubſtitute Belzebub,, Aſmodens, and Leviathan, in the room 
of Ale&o, Tifiphone, and Megera, which 1s, in his. Opinion, perfe& Pedancry and 
Aﬀe&#ation ; and is extre BA afraid, leſt any of thoſe Barbarous Hebrew Words 
ſhould disfigure the purity of the Latin Tongue ; when ſurely he cou'd not but 
know, that this pure Latin Tongue it ſelf, for which he's ſo much conce 
is nothing but the gredual Corr 5 wes Or Barbarizng of the Greek ; as that of the 
Phenician and Hebrew before ; and the Italian, and his own French too, from the 
Latin afterwards, by. the adulterous mixture of *tis hard to ſay how many Languages ; 
S that between 'em, they'd make. it impoſlible for a Chriſtian Poet to: write a 
ood Heroic Poem, or even a Tragedy, on any, but protege Subjects ; by takin 
way all the Machines, and therein whatever is admirable. No, ſays Balzac, inſteas 
of thoſe hard Words and —_—_ Names, Appellatives may be choſen, Words com- 
mon to6 all People : As for example, Il luck inftead of the Fares, aiid the Foul 
Fiend for Lucifer; and whether this wou'd not ſound extreamly Heroical , I leave 
any Man to judge: It being beſides certain, that *tis fgulars and particulars which 
vive an Air of Probability, and the main Life and. Beauty to a Poem; cipecially 
of this Nature; oy gc which it muſt of neceflity /&& and languiſh. Home 
ſo much of Truth, I muſt confefs, there is in what he ſays, that 1 verily believe 
Magor-miſſabib, or Mahberſhalalhaſhbaz, wou'd ſcarce yoke decently -in one of our 
Pentameters, but be near as un and croublefom there, as. a downt Orgaeil ic 
felf. Nor can partiality ſo far blind my Judgment 'as; not to be my IF almoſt 
frighted at ſecond hearing of ſuch a thundering : Verſe, as Belſamen Aſtraroth Ba- 
altii Ba*al: Which ſeems as flat Conjuration, as .'. Zinguebar; Oran, &c. tho''tis 
now too late toamend it. But then there are other Words of a more ſoft and treat- 
able Cadence, even in_the ſame Hebrew Language, eſpecially when mollified 
by a Latin-or Greek Form, or Termination; and ſuch as theſe one may make 
obs of ander others alone : though neither is our bolder; rougher Tongue fomuch 
aftrighted at them, as the French and Latin. | | — 
- But Boileas puſhes the. ObjeQien: further, and wou'd-make it bear againſt the 
Thizgs as well as Words,- perſuading himſelf, | (55% 7: SEk 7 . 


| Our God andProphets that be ſent, 
Car't a&t like thoſe the Poets did invent. 


Tho? he too, is ſhort in Hiſtory; how-excellent ſoever; in Poetry. For firſt, the 
Heathen Poets did not. i»yent the Names of their Gods and Heroes, buthad %em 
from Eefern Tradition,. and the Phenicion. and Fewiſh Language;, tho' defleted 
and diſguisd after the Greek and. other Forms, , as Feſephus tells us, which the 
learned Bochart has proved invincibly ; and I have ſome Eſſay towards If, 


in my Sixth Book. . Nay further, it ſeems plain co mie, . that moſt, even of their 
beſt Fancies and Imapes, as well as Names , were borrow'd from: the Antiene 
Hebrew Poetry and Divinity, as, were there room for't, I cou'd, I think, render 
more than probable, : in: all the . moſt . celebrared\Srrokes: of Homer , moſt of 
the Heathen Poetical Fables, and even in .Hefod's blind Theogenis. Their Gods 
or Devils, which you pleaſe, were not near as Antient as the Hebrews. D:. = 
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Word Satan is as ancient ' as Foþ; nor. can they ſhew us a. Pluto within a long 
while of him. Aſhtaroth, and Afarte,'are old enough to be Grandmothers to their 
1fs, or Venus, and Bel, of the ſame ſtanding with Idolatry. Lawful it muſt cer- 
tainly be, to-uſe theſe very Heathen Gods in Chriſtian, ſince. they were us'd in ſacred 
Hebrew Poetry, indue place, and in a due manner ; Bel bowerh down, Nebo ftop- 
eth, ſays Iſaiah. And what a noble Deſcription has che ſame Prophet of the Fall - 
of Lucifer ? Nor can I ſes why, it may not be as convenient.and agreeable, as tis 
lawful to tranſplant %*em, from Hebrew Poetry to our own, if we-uſe 'em as they 
did. And then for Angels, Prophets, and Oracles, it wowd be ſtrange, if they 
ſhou'd not frike the Mind as agreeably when real and true, as the Demons, or O- + 
racle;; or Prophets of the Hearbens, 'form'd, as has been ſaid, paitly from miſtaken 
Fragmietits,.or Traditions of ſacred Story, partly indeed from the [7 uggles of the Heathen 
Prieſts, and' crafty Ambitions Dzmons. On the whole, we have all the Advan- 
rages they had, and yet mote-than they, for Heroic Preryy in theſe matters. As 
for that Queſtion of Boileai's, © What Pleaſure can it be to hear the howlings 
t& of reptning Lucifer ? I think tis eaſier to anſwer than to find out what ſhew of 
Reaſon he had for asking it, or why Zacifer mayn't bow! as pleaſantly as either 
' Cerberus, or Enceladus. Arid let any one read but his Speech, in Milton's Para- 
diſe, almoſt equalPd in Mr. SINns State of Innocence, and Pm' miſtaken if he's 
not of the ſame Mind ; or if he be not, .and it gives him no pleaſure, T dare af- 
firm tis for want of a true taſte of what's org: 3 rear 
- But Boileau comes to a ftronger Obje&ion, both againſt the Names and uſe of 
theſe Dzmons, by way of Machme, I mean, in Chriſtian Poetry ; 


The Myperits we Chriſtians muſt believe . 
Diſdain ſhifting Pageants of receive. 


Thus has his Tranſlator turw'd him ; and taking. it in that Sence, the meaning 
mult be, that it dſgraces Chriſtianity, to mix its Ayferies with Stories of Demons, 
tpels, 8c. _ But ſure it can never be any diſgrace, to repreſent it really as it 
is, with the frequent Inrervention of thoſe imuifible and powerful Agents, both 
' good and evil, in the Afﬀairs of Mankind, which. oor Saviour has both afferted and 
demonſtrated it bis Golpel, both by Theory atid Praftice : Whence we learn, that 
there are really vaſt numbers of thele Spirits, ſome tempting, or tormenting, others 
querding and jrotetting Martal: * Nay, a ſubordination roo among them, and thr 
ey are always vigilant, ſome for our Deffra##icz, others for our Preſervation, and 
ey as it' feerns, of every mags Mz; and if this be true in general, I'm 
fore 'tis probaÞÞz' in particular; Nor can ic be any diſgrace to: Chriff5anzy, to apply 
ener al Grobabilires to particular Caje;, or to mention theſe Dwzmons in Poetry any 
more, than in Dipimiy. .. $i OO Sn CO nr ene 
" Bur intleed'the Tranſlator has here mended: Boileas's Thonghr, or at leaft made. 
it more plauſible and defenſible, tho he has miſ9d his 'Sexre 3" for thele are his 


Lines ; EMT. 
| De Is foi & ame Chriſten les Myfteres terribles 
D* Ornemens exayes ne font point ſuſceptibles. 


The plain Eg of which,' T think is, © Thar the tercible Myſteries of the Chri- 
fide dS are not at all —_—_— of theſe gayer Ornaments. Il not be too 
Critical here; cho? methinks its \bat an odd'fort of Gajery thar's to be found in. 
Talesof Hell; agreeable, 1'own, the moſt #*a4f#l thing may be, if well manap'd 
in get Bi he can hardly ever make 'emi pay without 'a very ſtrong Cats- 
chrefs. But tho? we let that paſs,” fo muſt'not Whar follows, wherein he further 


L 


u 


explains his Notion. "I? Evengite, 8c, 
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To which it may be firſt ſaid, that ſuppoſing this true, and the Goſpel! did pre- 
' ſent nothing elſe, yet why mayn't Angels be us'din it, to warn Sinners to that , 
Repentance which we know they ſo much rejoyce in ; or Devils, to puniſh and tor+ 
ent the Guilty and Impinus ; as in the Caſe of Sceva's Son, and others. Butyer 
further, as to the iſfertion it felf, I know not what rheir Goſpel offers, nor I be- 
lieve are they better accquainted with what owrs does 5 but we are ſure 'tis far 
enough from being ſach a diſmal melancholy thing as they repreſent it, fince Im- 
mortality and Life are brought to light therein. We know that it gives us the 
 nobleft Examples, the moſt divine Law, the ſtrongeſt, yet juſteſt Paſſions, the moſt 
glorious Combats, and Friendſhips, and Sufferings, ſuch as neither Hiftory or Fable 
cou'd ever yet equal. It ſhews us a God really Deſcending, diſrob'd indeed of all 
his more dazling and inſupportable Glories, as our divine Herberr 3; bur yet clothed 
with what has more of rue Divinity, with Humility, and Charity, and Patience, 
and Meekneſs, and Innocence. Here's War, here's Lowe indeed ; ſuch as never 
was beſides, or will be more. He lov'd ouf Duſt and Clay, and even for us, ſingle 
encounter'd all the Powers of Darkneſs, and yet more, his Almighty Father's an- 
. ger. Bur I'll go no farther, left the Reader ſhould think I forget where I am. 
fs return to Boileau, whoſe ſtrongeſt Objeftion is yer behind 3 Er de ws Fi- 


Hons, &C. 


And mingling Falſhood with thoſe Myſteries 
Wou'd make oar ſacred Truths appear like Lies: 


But I hope the Critic knew, that there is a fair difference berween a mere F;- 
Hion, or Falſhood, and an Infru#ive Parable or Fable, on one ſide, or a few 
more lively Poetical Colours on the other. To mingle Falſhoods, or dull Legendary 
Fifion;, without either Life or Soul in 'em, with our Saviour's Bleſſed Gofrel, nay 
make 'em, in ſome Sence, ſxperjozr to it : This wou'd indeed incline an Þalian 
to be of the ſame Faith with his Countryman, that *twas all Fabula Chriſti, in the 
worſt Sence of the Word : But certainly exprefling the Trurb in Parables, and 
mingling theſe with the Myſteries of the Goſpel, can't be thought to give it an Air 
of F;#ion : nor dare any affirm ic does ſo, without Blaſphemy, ſince our Saviour 
has ſo often done it. Nor only thefe but deeper Allegories are thoughtto be made 
uſe of jn the Chriſtian Religion ; for Example, the Throne and Temple of God in 
the Revelations, and the Deſcription of the New Feruſalem, with all its Gates and 
Foundations of 'Sapphires and Emeralds, and that lovely Scheme of Trees and Rivers, 
worthy a Paradiſe : AIP this, I ſay, will ſcarcely be granted Jiteral, and conſe- 
quently muſt be all an Allegory ; alluding partly to the Old Fewiſh Church and 
Temple, partly to Ezekiel's Viſionary Repreſentation. and Prophetical Paradiſe. 
Nor can it, I think, be juſtly reckoned more criminal, where we have any great 
nſftrutive Example, which has been real matter of Fa, to expatriate thereon ; ad- 
ding ſujtable and proper Circumſtances and Colours to the whole, . eſpecially when 
the Hiſtory it ſelf is but ſuccintly Related, and the Heads of things only left us. 
And this ſome great Men have thought was the Method of the Holy Pen-mman himbfelt; 
whoever he were, in that lovely antient Poem of Fob; which, that *twas at the bots 
tom. a real Hiſtory, few but Atheiſts deny _—_ *ris thought ſome Circumſtan- 
ces might be amplified in_ the account we have left us, particularly the long Speeches 
between that Great Man and his Friends ; tho” the main hinges of the Relation, 
his Perſon, Chara@ter, and Lofles, the malice of the Devil, the bebaviour of his 
Wife and Friends, nay even the Subſtance of their Diſcourſes, as well as of that 
between God and him, and the wonderful Tur» of his Aﬀairs ſoon after : All 
this might, and did, truly happen. Or, if any amplification ſhould be heredeny'd, 
does not the Divine however every day, Parapbraſe and Expatiate upon the Words 
of his Tex:, inverting their Method as he ſees occaſion, and yer is ftill chought 
unblameable. All the difference is, that he delivers what's probatie, as only proba- 
ble; whereas the Nature of Poetry requires, that ſuch probable Amplifications as 
theſ:, be wrought into the main Action, infuch a manner, as if they had really 
bappen'd;, and without this, a Man might Ryme long enough, but ne'er cou'd _ 4 
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Poem, any 'more than this would have been one, had I begun with, Abraham 
begat Iſaac, and ſo tagg'd on to the end of all the fourteen Generations, much as 
Nennus has done with St. Fohbn, and yet often miſfs*d his Sence too, as Heinfius 
judges. | 

; Bur enough of Fable, and of thoſe who would either reduce all Heroic Poetry 
unto it, or abſolutely baniſh it thence. | | ; 

Next the Fableof Epics, the Poemis to be conſidered z which, .after Boſſu, is the 
other part of its general Nature, and ſhews the manner of handling it, compre- 
hending Thoughts, Expreſſions and Verſes; of which there need not much be 1aid, 
ſince they are obvious to every Reader. The Thoughts mult be clearrand juſt, and 
»oble, and the Di&#ion or Expreſſion ſuited to them. The chief Difficulty, as Rapin 
obſerves, is to keep up the Sublime, which Virgil has done admirably, even in the 
meaneſt Subjes 3 and which Ariſtotle thinks may be beſt done by the judicious uſe 
of Metaphors. There ought to meet, according to him, Proportion in the Deſign, 
Fuſtneſ; 1n the Thoughts, and Exatineſs en the Expreſion, to conſtitute an accom- 
pliſh'd Heroic Poem: ;, and the great Art of Thought and Expreſſion lies in this, that 
they be zaturaland proper without Meanneſs, and ſublime without a witious Swelling 
and AﬀeFation. | 

The Matter is next inan Heroic Poem, which muſt be ſome one important 4&ion ; 
it muſt be #portant, Res geſt Regumque Ducumque, with Horace. *© It only ſpeaks 
© of Kings and Princes, ſays Rapin, by which he muſt mean that it chiefly and princi- 
pally turns upon them : for both Yirg:! and Homer have occaſion for Traitors, and 
Cryers, and Beggars, nay even Swineberds (in the Odyſſes) and yer ſtill more, of 
whole Armies, Which can't be all compos'd of Kings and Princes. However, the 
more there is of theſe lower Walks in the Plan of a Deſign, the leſs Heroic it mult ap- 
pear, even in the Hands of the greateſt Genizs in Nature. Such a Genius, I think 
was Homer's, and yet the Truth of this Afſertion will be plain to any who compares 
his Odyſſes with his ads 5 where he'll find, if *tis not for want of Judgment, 
in the latter a very different Air from the-former, in many places much more dead 
and larguiſhing, and this which I have given, ſeems one probable Reaſon ont ; not 
excluding that of Longinus, that Homer was then grown 0d, and beſides too much 
of the Work was ſpentin Narraticn ; to which may be added, that he heredeſign'd 
a wiſe and prudent rather than a brave and fghiing Hero, having wrought off moſt 
of the Edg and Fury of his Youthful Spirit and Fury in Achilles, as in Ulyſſes he ex- 
preſs'd more of Age and Fudgment. h 

This A#is» muſt be one and uniform: the Painture of one Heroic Aion, ſays 
Rapin from Ariſtotle. Tt muſt be, as Boſſu from Horace, ſimplex duntaxat & unum, 
, thatis, the principal AFionon whichthe whole Work moves ought to be one,otherwiſe 
the whole will be confus'd ; tho' there may be many: Epiſodic A#ions without making 
what 4riftotle calls an Epiſodic Poem, which is, where the Actions are not neceſſarily 
or not probably link'd to each other, and of ſuch an irregular mulciplication of Ati- 
ons and Incidents. Boſſu inſtances very pleaſantly in Srarius's Achilleid; but he tells 
us there's alſo a regular and juſt Multiplication , without which *twere impoflible to 
find matter for ſo large -a Poem, when as before it's ſo ordered that the Unity of 
tie whole is not broken, and conſequently divers Incidents it has bound together are 
not to be accounted different A&ions and Fables, but only different Parts not finiſh'd, 
or entire of one ACtion or Fable entire or finiſhed : and, agreeable to this Doctrine, 
Rapin blames Lucan's Epiſodes as too far-fetch'd, over-ſcholaſtic, and conſiſting pure- 
 Iy of ſpeculative Diſputes on natural Cauſes whenever they came in his way, not be- 
ing link'd with the main A#iom, nor flowing naturally from it, nor tending to its 
Perfeftion. | | 

And inthis A#io:, the Poet ought, as Rapin tells us, to invert the natural Order 
of things, not to begin with his Hero in the Cradle, and write his Amnals inſtead of 
an Epic Poem, as Stars in his Achilleid, the Reaſon of which ſeems plain, becauſe 
this would lopk more like Hiftory than Poerry. It's more agreeable, more natural, in 
ſome Sence, to be here unnatural ; to bring in, by way of Recitation or Narration, 


what was fr/# in order of time, at ſome diſtance from that time when it really hap- 
pened, 


The PREFACE | 


2ned, which makes the whole look unlike a dull formal Story, and gives more 
{ſcope for handfomz Turns and the Art of the Writer. Another Reaſon why a whole 
Life is not ordinarily a proper Subje# for Epics, is, becauſe many trivial Accidents 
muſt b2 therein recited ; bur if a Lifecan be tound in which is nothing but what's 
diverting and wonderful, tending beſides to the perfe&ting the main Ation, and the 
Order of time reversd in the whole, the Caſe would be fo much altered, chat I 
think their Rules would not hold. | | 

For the Form of Epic, which comes next in view, *tis agreed on all Handstobe 
Recitation or Narration. Boſſu ſays, The Perſons are not at all tobe introduced be- 
fore the Eyes of the SpeRators, ating by themſelves without the Poet 5 not that 
he'd hereby exclude the Poet from introducing the. perſons telling their own Story, 
or ſome one of them that of the principal Hero : for: great part of Epic is thus far 
Dramatic. And thus Virgil manages his ſecond and third Books by way of Recitation, 
and that by his Hero himſelf, making him give Dido a long account of the Wars of 
Troy, and his own Actions, tho* thereby he falls into the Impropriety of commend- 
ing himſelf, with a —ſum pins /Eneas.” Vida takes the ſame way of Reciration, 
wherein he employs two or three of his fix Books; and Milton follows them both, 
tho? leſs naturally than either ; for he introduces our Saviour, in his Paradiſe re- 

gaiwd, repeating a great part of his own Litein Solilequy, which way of Diſcourſe 
includes, in a Wiſe Man eſpecially, fo much of Calmmeſs and deep RefleFion, that 
it ſeems improper for the grea; and noble Turn required in ſuch a Work, unleſs in 
deſcribing a Paſſion, where it may be more lively. All that they mean by not in- 
troducing the Parties, is not doing it as in a Tragedy : they are not to be brought 
in abruptly to tell their own Tale from the beginning, without the appearing He lpof 
the Poet, as Adors in a true and proper Drama. And this Narration, ſays Rapin, 
ſhould be fmple and natural; but the greateſt difficulty is, not to let its /implicity ap- 
pear, leſt it thence grow 4i/agreeable, and the chiefeſt Arr in this, conliſts in its 
Tranſitions, and all the delicate ſurpriſing Turns, which lead the Reader from one thing 
to another without his thinking whither he's going, or perceiving any Breach or fo 
much as a paſſage between'em ; after all, the more A#ion there is in Epic, ſtill the 
more Life there willbe. A Poet may, I find, eaſily fall into Poorneſs of Thought by 
aiming too much at the Probability and negleting the Admirable ; whereby he 
loſes that agreeableneſs which is a mixture of both. He ought then to take more 
care than ſome have done, not to keep himſelf roo long behind the Scenes, and 
truſt che Narration with another, which, without a great deal of Ar: and Pains, 
will take off much of the Life of the Work, as Longinus has already formerly 
obſerved. _ 

And here come in the Qualities of Narration, mentioned in our Definition, that 
it ought tobe done ina manner probable, agreeable, and admirable ; *tis reridered pro- 
bable by its Simplicity and Singularity, and admirable by the Grandeur of the Subje&, 
the Figures and Machines, Or Yeo? and wiyevis, much more lawful here than in the 
Drama's; and laſtly agreeable, as has been ſaid, by a mixture of both. 

The laſt ching in our Definition, is, the End of Epic, indeed the fir/# and principal 
which ought to be intended, and that's ffru#iom, not only, as Rapin thinks, of 
great Men, but of all, as in Virgil's Scheme, which we have already deſcribed; and 
this either by the principal Moralaim'd at in the whole, . or the Manners of particu- 
' lar Perſons. Of Fableand Moral, T'vealready diſcours'd, and whether be the more 
lively and probable way to inſtru, by that or Hiſtory. But here it may be worth 
the while to enquire, whether the principal Hero in Epic ought to be virtuous? Boſſu - 
thinks ot, the manners being formed as well by ſeeing Errors as Beauties jn the chief 
A&gors ; but yet methinks it ſeems too much to form a Hero that's a perfe&t Alman- 
zor, with not one [park of Vertue, and only remarkable for his extraordinary Strength 
and little Brarns ; fach was certainly Homer's Achilles, of whom I think the Father 


was in the right when he obſerves, the Poet makes him not do one brave or wvertuous 
Ation, all the while he lies before the Town : Whereas Virgii's Hero, is, to tell 


truth, an indifferems good Heathen, and, hating one or two ſ{ips, comes up pretty 
well to his own good word, The ſame however may be ſaid Fa 


or Homer, which our 


preſens 


worn 
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preſent Dramatiſts plead for their Excuſe : that he copied his Hero from thoſe wh 
were eſteemed ſuch in the barbarous Age in which he liv'd, 


Impiger, iracundus, inexorabilis, acer, 


Fara neget ſivi nata, &C. 


Made up of Lewdneſs, Love, and Fighting : who, had he liv*d in our Days, would 
have made an excellent Town Bully, T wiſh there were not too much reaſon to ſay 
a modiſh Gentleman. But tho" old Homer took this way, Virgil, who writes with 
much more Judgment and Exa#neſs, and follows him in many things, here thought 
fir toleave him ;z making his Hero, as I've ſaid, not only brave and prudent, but for 
the moſt part virtuous. Which would much better form the manners of his Reader, 
than if they were ſet to ſpell out Inſtruftion from comtraries, as Homer has done. 
Whence it follows, the more wvirtyous a Hero is, the better; ſince he more effequal- 
ly anſwers the trueend of Epics. Afcer all, Rapinſays, the chief Excellency of an 
Heroic Poem conſiſts in the juſt proportion of the Parts ; that perfett Union, Juſt Agrees 
ment, and admirable Relation, which the Part, of this great Wirk bear one towards 
anather ; and blames Tafſo for mingling all the Sweetneſs and Delicacy of Eclog ues 
and Lyrick:, with the Frce of an Heroic Poem. But I ſhould think him miſtaken 
here, and that this is not the meaning of Ariftorles ay4axcz9y. For if we allow 
not ſuch a pleaſing Variety, how ſhall we excuſe even Yirgi himſelf, who has his 
Dido, as well as Taſſo his Armida and Erminia? nay, how ſhall we manage Love ? 
which is uſually one great Epiſode of Heroic, if not with ſomething of Delicacy. Þ 
grant Love ought to have a d:fferent Air in different ſorts of Poemsz but ſtill if it be 
natural it muſt have ſomething of Softneſs ; and for his Enchanted Forreſt, which this 
ſevere Critic alſo blames, I believe there*s few who read that part of his Fork, who 
would willingly have it omitted, for the ſake of a fancied Regularity, any more 
than they would part with . Mr. Dry4en's Improvement on't in his King Arthur. 
However, if it te a fault, *tis ſtrange ſo many who have been Maſters of the 
greateſt Genius ſhould unanimouſly fall into itz as Ovid in his Palace of Circe, Art- 
ofto in that of Alcina, and Spencer in his Acaſia's Bower of Bliſs, and ſeveral others, 
who have taken the ſame Method. TI ſhould therefore rather think that this beaut;- 
ful and marvellous Analogy which Ariſtotle requires as the beſt thing in Epic, relates 
rather to the Harmony and Agreement of the Parts with the Whole ; fo that there ap- 
pears no Frature or Contradittion, the different Parts, tho? much unlike, yet all rogether . 
making one beautiful Figure and uniform Variety. 

And thus much of the Definition of Epic, containing the main Rules thereof, by 
which the Reader may be able to form a Judgment of :h#, or any other Heroic 
Poem : Eſpecially if to theſe Rules be added ſome Examples to render them more plain. 
In order to which, I deſire to expreſs my Thoughts freely of other Poems, as I muſt 
expe every one will do of mine, always obſerving that piece of Fuſtice, never 
to find fault, without taking notice of ſome Beauty to ballance it, and giving, where 
I can find it, the berrer Fudgment of other Perſons as well as my own. Concluding 
all with a brief Account of my own Work. | 

To begin then wich Grandſire Homer, this may be added to the particular Re- 
marks have been already made, I think none will deny but the Diſpoſition of his 1/;- 
ads, -is fo truly admirable, 10 regular, and exatt, that one would be apt to think he 
wrote his Poem by Ariſtotle's Rules, and not Ariſtotle his Rules by his Poem. IT con- 
feſs, 1 once thought that he had been oblig'd to his Commentators for moſt of the 
Beouties they celebrated in him 3 but I am now, on a nearer view, fo well ſatisfied 
to the contrary, that I can ne'er think his Poem writ by piece-meal, without an 
Connexion Or Dependance : wherein Dionyſius the Halicarnaſſian very juſtly praiſe; 
the Order and Adanagement of the Deſign, as well as the Grandeur and Magnificence of 
thee Expreſſion, and the ſweet and paſſimate Movements. Nor is it without Reaſon thac 
Horace, Longfnus, and all Antiquity have given him, as the Model of juſt and noble 
Sentiments and Expreſſions. I mult confeſs there's omething in- his Numbers that 
ſtrikes me more than even Firgif's, his Thoughts and Expreſſions appear ſtronger 
than 
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chan his, tho? it cannot be denied but chat Yirgi's Defign is much more regular; 
* Rapin fays a great deal of that Prince of the Latm'Poers, tho' indeed he can never 
ſay enough, ©* He had an admirable Taſte, ſays he, of what's natural, an excellent 
© Fudgment for the Order, and an incomparable Delicacy for the Number and Harmo- 

« ny of his Ver{fication. And adds, © Thartthe Deſign of the Poem is, if we confi- 


© derit in all its Circumſtances, the moſt judicious and beſt-Iaid that ever was or 
© ever will be. There is indeed a prodigious Variety in Virgil, and yet the ſame 
Soul viſible in every Line. His own great Spirit informs his Poetical World, and 
like that he ſpeaks of, | 


Epic, that ithardly'can 
nds {d.. -Nar: is hs 
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Stile fo great, that the Elogy Balzac gives his Collntryman Tafſo, wou'd as well 
or rather better have fitted him; © That Yirgil is the Cauſe , Vids is not the 
&« frft; and Vida, that Firgil is not alone. It 15 true, as Rapm obſerves, that his * 
Fable is very ſimple, and perbapsſo much the berter, conſidering the Subje# ; tho? he 
forgets not: Poetical Ornaments, where-there's occaſion, if he does not lean a little 
to Samnazarius's Error ;, for he talks of the Coane and Sphinxes, the Centaurs and 
Hydra's and Chimera's, though much more ſparingly and modeſtly than the o- 
ther. He has the happief# beginning that perhaps is to be found in any Poem, 
and by mingling his Propoſition and Invocation, has the advantage of placing one 
of the noblef Thoughts in the World in the firſt Line, without danger of falling 
intothe abſurdity of. Horace's Author with his Forrunam Priami : For thus he ſings, 
| Qui mare, qui terras, qui celum numine comple:---Spiritus ale, 8c. 

Aﬀer the Invocation, in the very beginning of the Poem, he's preparing the In- 
cidents for his Hero's Death ; | he brings him to Feruſajem at the Paſſover with 
Heſanna's ; then raiſes his Machines, and falls to the Deſcription of Hell. He through 
the whole, uſes his Figures very gracefully z few have been moe happy in Compari- 
ſons, more moving in Paſſion, ſuccin&, yet full in Narration : Yet is he not with- 
out Faults; for in the ſecond- Book he brings him to his laſt Supper in the Gar- 
den, from thence before Casaphas and Pilate 5 which tgo much precipitates the 
main Action: Beſides, it ſeems harſh and improbable tp bring in S. Lbs, and 
Foſeph, our Saviour's reputed Father, -as he does in the Third and Fourth Book, gi-' 
ving Pilate an account of his Life ; not to inſiſt on the general Opinion, that Fo- 
feph was notthen alive. But.notwithſtandin theſe few failures, it can't be deny'd, 
that his Deſcription of. our Saviour's  Paflion in the Fourth Book, is incompa- 
rably fine; the diſturbance among the Angels on that occaſion ; his Character 
of Michael,. and the Virgins Lamentation. under the Crpſs, and at.che Sepulchre, 
are inimitable. And thus much for Yids, on whom I've been more large be- 
cauſe Pve-often made uſe 'of his Thoughts .in this following Work ; his Poeti 
being the moſt -complete on that Subje& Pve ever ſeen or expe to ſee. And 
here han'*t the Engliſh more. reaſon . to complain of 2 that he takes no 
notice'of: their Heroic Poems, -than Lopez Fige of Tafſo, for not mentioning the 
Spaniards at the Siege of Feruſalem-: hut fince he has been fo partial, as not 
to take any notice of our; Writers, who ſure. as much deſerve it as their Dubar- 
:a5 and Renſerd; we may have liberty to ſpeak of oyr own, and to do 'em Ju- 
ſlice : 'To beginiwith' Spencer, - who, 1 think comes the neareſt Arioffo of any o- 
ther ; he's almoſt as Irrega/ar, but much more Natural and Lowely : Bur he's noc 
only: Irregular but Imperfe&# too, . I mean. as to what he intended ; and therefore 
we can't well imagine wharit wou'd have been, had heljv'd to complete it.' If Fable 
be the Eferce of Epic, his Fairy Queen had certainly enqugh of that to give it har 
Name. . He ſeems, by the: aqcourr he gre of it to Jir Waker Rawlegh, to have 
deſign'd one: rincipal Hero King Artbur, and one main zmportant Action bring- 
ing him to'hjs: Throne; . but neither of: theſe appear ſufficiently diſtin, or well 
defin'd, wong both: loſt in the vaſt Seas of [Matter which'compoſe thofe Books 
whichare finiſh'd. This however muſt '/be.granted; the Deſign was Noble, and 
required:ſch.a comprehenſive. Genius. as his, but to draw the firſt Sketch of it : 
And as the Deſign, ſo che[Thoughts are alſo very reat, ; the, Expreflions flowin 
natural and eafie, with ſucha'prodigious Paetical Copia as never any other my 
expect [to2enjoy. - Gondiberr. methinks wants. Life ; the Style is rather ſtiff than 
Heroic;-ahd has more of Statiu: than Yirgsl;,. one may ſee every where a grear 
dealof Art, and Pains, and. Regularity,.. even to a fault; nor is a Genius want- 
ing, but ic's ſo.unnatural, that an ingenious Perſon may find much more pleaſure 
in reading 4 worſe Poet... Belles, his Sta»z.2's often cramp the Sence, and injure 
many anoble-Thought- and.Paflion,- ' But Mr.*Cowley's. Dawideis, is the Medium 
berween borh:;:it has Gendiberi*s Majeſty-withour his ſtiffneſs, and ſomething of 
Spencer's Sweetnels and Variety, without: his, Irregularity : Indeed all his Works 


# 


are fo admirable, chat another Cowley, might. well be'employ'd in giving ther 
their juſt-Elogys His Hero is-according. to, the ancient Model,” truly Poetical, a 
$25 a __ micturs 
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mixcure of ſonie Fanlts arid greater YVirrues. He had the advantage of both Love 
and Honour for his Epiſodes, nay, and Friendſhip too, and that the nobleſt in 
Hiſtory. He had all the ſacred Hiſhory before him, and liberty co chuſe where 
he pleaſed; either by Narration or Prophecy 3 nor has he, as far as he has gone, 
negle&ed any advantage the Subje& gave him. Its a great Loſs to the World 
that he left the Work unfiniſh'd, ſince now he's dead, its always like to continue 
ſo. As for Milton's Paradiſe Loſt its an Original, and indeed he ſcems rather a- 
bove che common Rules of Epic than ignorant of them. les I'm ſure a very 
lovely Poem , by what ever Name it's call'd, and in it he has many Thoughts 
and Images; greater than perhaps any either in Virgilor Homer. The Founda- 
tion 15 true Hiſtory, but the turn 1s Fable: The Action is very Important, but 


| not uniform; for one can't tell which is the Principal in the Poem, the Wars 


of the Angels or the Fall of Man, nor which is the Chief Perſon Michael or 4- 
dam. Its true, the former comes in as an Epiſode to the latter, but it takes up too great 
a part thereof, becauſe its link'd to it. His Diſcourſe of Light is incomparable; 
and I think 'twas worth the while to be blind tobe its Author, His Deſcription of 
Adam and Eve, their Perſons and Love, is almoſt too lively to bear reading: 
Not butthat he has his inequalities and repetitions, the latter pretty often, as have, 
more or leſs, all other Poets but Virgil. For his antique Words I'm not like to 
blame him whoeverdoes : And for his blank Verſe, I'm of a different mind from 
moſt others, and think they rather excuſe his wxcorreFneſs than the contraries ; 
for I find its eaſier to run into it, in that ſort of Verſe, than in Rhyming Works 
where the Thoaght is oftner turned; whereas here the Fancy flows on without, 
check or controul. As for his Paradiſe Regain'd, . I nothing wonder that it has 


. not near the Life of his former Poem , any more than the Odyſſes fell ſhort of 


the Iiads. Milton, when he writ this, was grown Older, probably poorer : He 
had not that ſcope for Fable, was confin'd to a lower Walk, and draws out that 
in four Books which might have been wellcompriz'd in ove: Notwithſtanding 
all this, there are many ſtrokes which appear truly his; as the Muſtring of the 
Parthian Troops, the Deſcription of Reme by the Devil to our Saviour, and ſeve+ 


ral other places. 


And now I've done with all the reſt, I may take liberty to ſay ſomething of 
my own. 


For the Subje# I dare ſtand by ir,that 'ris fic for a better Heroic Poems than any ever 
was, or will be made; and that if a good Poew cou'd not be made on'e, ic muſt 
be either from the weakneſs of the Art it ſelf, or for want of a good Artiſt, I don't 
ſay the Subje# with all its Circumſtances is the beſt for Epic, but confidered in ic 
ſelf, or with a prudent choice out of the vaſt Field of Matter which ic affords, 

| The A&ion 1s Important, if ever any was, being no leſs than the Redemption of 
the World, which was not accompliſh'd till after our Saviours Death and Reſurre- 
Hion. The Aſcenſion I confeſs ſhould be left out, according to the common Rules 
of Heroick Poetry, but I had not the ſame reoſon of omitting ut, as others have for 
not coming to the End of their Hiytory, a lietle foort of which they generally op, 
becauſe after the main Byſmeſs is over, nothing greet remains, or however nor 
greater than has already paſt, And if any thing meer followed, the Reader 
wou'd leave off diſſatisfied. But I've as great and remarkable an Aion, as any in 
the whole ſtory, yet = my Hands, and which if I had omitted, I had loſt many 
very moving Incidents that follow'd the Reſurre&ion; and beſides, Vida before me, 
has carry'd it yet further, to the aFual Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt on the Diſciples, 
and the ſpreading the Chriſtian Name all the World over; which I have done only 
in Pr 6 | | | 

Tie fl is I think «njform, becauſe all-the Epiſodes are patt of the 14in Aion, 
the Redemption of the World; to which his Incarnation, and Divine Conception were 
abſolutely neceſfary,and ſo were his Holy Life, DofFrine, Miracles, and efpecially his 


Sufferings and Agonies, My principal! Hero _ perfetF, yet imicable, and that both 
in 
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in «five and contemplative Life. He leaves his own Kingdom to ſave and conquer 
another, endures the greateſt berdſhips, is reduc'd tothe loweft ebb, nay is at laſt 
forc'd to ſuffer Death it ſelf; Yet after all, he emerge: from his Misfortunes, con- 

s all his Enemies, fixes Laws, eftabliſhes Religion, Peace, and his own Empire, 
and is advanced higher than any Conquerer ever was before him. 


The other Perſons are Heroical enough, Angels, Kings, High Priefts, Governours, 


Councellors, nay eventhe Apoſtles themſelves were more than Kmge, for they were 
thought and cell'd Gods by the People. The Moral 1 find not make it, in a true Ex- 
ample, which others are forced to Form in Fable; © That we ought to do Good, to 
F* {ſuffer evil, ſubmit to the Divine Will ; to venture or loſe a ife for a Friend; to 
© forgive our Enemies. 
et further I deſire to recommend the whole of the Chrifien Religion; all the 
Articles of Faith; all that Syſtem of Divinity and Moralny contain'd in the Goſpel 
of the Bleſſed Jeſus, to the Srwdy and PreFice of Perſons of Ingenuity and Reſon ; 
to make his Divine Perſon, which is already infinitely Amiable, if poſlible, zFually 
more Ador'd and Lov'd; and to Vindicate his Miften, his SatisfaFion, and his Ds- 
wvinity, againſt all Fews, Turks, Infidels, and Heretics; which ſure are the moſt 
proper Ends that can be propos'd in a Work of this Nature: Which may be egree- 
ably and edmirably done, if 'tis not the Poets fault ; for here's all the mervellous 
that cou'd be wiſh'd for, already done to my- Hand, and all ſacredly True, Angel: 
and Demons, and Miracles, with Voices from Heaven. 
Now the Subje& being fo fit for a uw Heroic Poem, I ſhall have theleſs excuſe, 
if this be a bad one. And here I mu — confeſs, I had ſeen none of 
theſe Rules given by the Maſters of Epic, when I laid the Scheme of this Poem, tho 
I wiſh I bed for I might probably then have done it better, or wot at al. I knew 
not the hazard of the undertaking, but greedily embrac'd it, when firſt propos'd 
by ſome Friends, who were ignorant of what they put me upon. Being full of 
the Deſigns wherein, the earneſt deſire I had to fee it accompliſh'd, and either a 


Incky Chance, or the Happineſs of my Subjef, may perhaps in ſame I1n/ences, have 


ſupply'd the want both of Rules and Genizs. All I will lay of my own performance 
is, that I now know the Faults on't, tho I am not obligd to point *em out to my 
Reader, who will but too ſoon find 'em. That I wou'd have mended much that's 
now amiſs, had I lived inan Age where a man might afford to be Nine or Ten 
Years about a Poem. And in the Mean time this /atisfiee me , whatever is 
the ſucceſs, that Iv'e done all that cou'd be done by one in my Circumpances towards 
the rendering it more compleat and free from Faults, and only wiſh that my 
pay Reputation raay ſuffer, by the weekveſs of the Work, and not the Dignity of 
the Subjed?. 

-'Þ ay plead for my ſelf what Lowginus ſays on Forks of this Nature, wou'd 
it not look like Arrogance, © That even the greazteff Genius may ſometimes fink 
"into meameſs, when the force of their Spirits is once exeuſted : That its very 
* difficult for height of Thought to [uſt «in it ſelf long in an equal Tezowr 5 and that 
© ſome Faults ought to be excuſed when there are more Beauties, But if none 
oftheſe will paſs, I hope it'will not much mortifie me, fince Ithink the 7#orld and 
1 have no great matter to do with one another. I'm ſenſible my Poem wou'd have 
had fewer Enemies, had I left out ſome Paſſages in't. But as mean as the worſt 
of this are, I wou'd not buy their good Ford at ſuch a rate. I had almoſt 
forgot to mention the Gravers Work, which is not without Fexlts, parti- 
cularly he has err'd in the Poſture of the Diſciples at the laſt Supper, whom 
' he has made Sitting, when they were really Declining, or Diſcumbent. But its 
now more than time to conclude my Jong Preface, which I ſhall do in few Words. 
Since the chief Deſign in this Work, 1s to advance the Honour of my Hero, and nexc 
to that, the entertainment of Piows and ingenious Minds; for the truth of which, I 
hope 1 may appeal to the great Kemn#s ts xwwehiey 3 1 ball not be much concers'd 
for the ſncceſs tt may meet with inthe #19. . 


To 


UMI 


of the Life of CHRIST. 


S when ſome Prophet, who had long retir'd, 
Returns from Solitude with Rapture fir'd, 
With full Credentials made ſecurely bold, TXT 

To liſtning Crowds does Charmingly ala 

What Angels him in awful Viſions told ; _ | 

With wondrous Truths furprizing ev'ry Breaſt, 

His ſacred Miſſion is by all Confeſt. | 

So you, great Bard, -who lay till now conceal'd, 

Compiling what your Heav'nly Muſe reveal'd, 

No ſooner quit the Shade, but ſtrike our Eyes 

With Wonder, and our Mind with Extaſies. bo £91 
Ev'n. we, the Tribe who-thought-our ſelves inſpir'd, 

Like glimm'ring Stars in Night's dull reign admir'd ; © 

Like Stars, a num'rous but a feeble Hoſt, | 

Are gladly in your Morning-luſtre loſt. * 

When we (and few have becn ſo well inclin'd ) 

In Songs attempted to Inftrut Mankind, 

From Nature's Law we all our Precepts drew, | Als 

And ev'n her Sanctions ofc-perverted too ; K, 

Your ſacred Muſe does Revelation trace ; vo 

And Nature is by you improv'd' to Grace: COS 
Perſe is a Tribute due to ſacred Writ, 

But ſeldom paid, or, not in currant Wit ; 

The Undertakers fail in Zeal or: 4rt, 

They want the Genius, or they want the Heart : 

To Crown.your pious Off ring both combine; ' © 

At once your Numbers and 'your Theme Divine: - 
The Race of Poets, while' a virtuous 'Tiain, 

For Inſpiration never call'd in vain';\ + 7 {6 

But fail'd in Wit, their ſtock of /Yirtue ſpent; 

And as they grew Debauch'd, grew Impotent. 

'Tis in their own, and'in Religion's wrong, + 

When Beauty, Wealth or Pow'r employs their Song; 

Bur if they treſpaſs who are only Vain, 

What Panifhment 's relerv'd for 4 Prophane ! 

| = Þþ 2- 


To Mr. SAMUEL WESLEY on his Divine Poem 


Mr. Milton. 


£1 may ſhall the Panders ſcape, who foul Deſire, 


In Poetry's alluring Charms attire ? 

Too guilty, while; like Emp ricks they employ 

Their baneful S&;l, and pivately deſtroy ; 

But when the publick Teeming Preſs they ply, 

g- all the Realm their poyſon'd Papers flic ; 
ot rural Nyniphs are ſafe in their Retreats, 

Th' InfeSion reaches the remoteft Seas. 


Who once the Poets Fiftion thus betray, 


What Helicon can waſh their Stains away ! 
Such Lepers wou'd make Jordan's Seream impure, 
But Jordan's Stream can neer ſuch Lepers Cure. 

What juſt Encomimms, Sir, muſt you receive, 
Who Wit and Piety together weave, 

No Altar your Oblation can refule, 

Who to the Temple bring a /potleſs Muſe : 

You, with freſh Laurels from Parnaſſus born, 
Plant Son's Hill, and Salem's Tow'rs adorn , 

You break the Charms, and from prophane Retreats 
Reſtore the Muſes to their Native Seats. 

Our leading ®* Moſes did this Task purſue, 

And liv'd to have the Holy Land in view ; 

With vig'rous Youth to finiſh the Succeſs, 

Like Joſhua you Succeed, and all Poſſeſs. 

Deep Learning's Stores to raiſe this Pile are brought, 
Bright Fancy after Judgment's Model wrought : 
The vaſt Idea ſeem'd a Subject fit 
To exerciſe an able Poet's Wit ; 

Bur to Expreſs, to Finiſh and Adorn, ; 
Remain'd for you, who. for this Work was Born. 
The temper'd Stile not too remils or ftrong, 
But ſuited to the Subje of the Song ; / 
Which, varying, always ſhews a Maſter's Skill, 
Sweet as a Yale, or lofty as a Hl. 
Here, pious Souls, what they did long defi, 
Poſleſs their dear Redeemer's Life intire : 
Here, with whole Paradiſe regam'd they meer, 
And Milton's noble Work is now complear. 


Tune 2.8, 1693. . | Ne. T ate. 


To 


; » 


To the Ingenious Mr. SAMUEL WESLEY on bis 
Poem of the Life of CHRIST: 


Edeem'd ! It's true ;: the happy Muſe no more 
>. Can her Egyptian {laviſh Chains deplore ; 
No more ſhall ſpurious Gods or Heroes rais'd 
In pow'rful Numbers, be. devoutly praisd ; 
Vetſe form'd *em Idols, while Immortal Verſe 
Wou'd Fancy's Dreams in weighty Lines rehearſe ; 
| Perverted Poetry cou'd with eaſe controul . 
The wiſer Paſſions of the thoughtful Soul ; | 
And into Miſchiefs force the Paſfive Throng, * 
Hurry'd by the impetuous Witchcraft of deloding Song, 
The Muſe, a Convert made, in nobler Strains 
Sings that great God who in himſelf contains -: 
This ſpacious ALL, whole ative Word commands 
The Prince of Idols with his gloomy Bands 
Down to thoſe Deeps, where endleſs Torture dwells, 
Beneath the ſolid darkneſs of a thouſand Hells, . 
God's and his David's Son, the wond'rous Heir _ 
Of Heav'n and Earth, thy tuneful Rhimes declare : b 
No Man of Sorrows now, nor meanly Crown'd . . 
With bluſhing Thorns, nor barbarous Fetters bound ; 
But in immenſe Eternal Brightneſs plac'd, 
With all his Father's ancient Glories grac'd ; 
Great, Pure, Immortal, always Bleft,: Sublime, 
Before the firſt, beyond the laſt of Time; .. 
Where co the Name of their triumphant King, 
Hymns ſweet as Thine, extatick Angels ſing. «11: Fo 
What poor Evangeliſts preſcrib'd of old, 
And ſtudious Priefts ſtill co their Flocks unfold ; 
Was, till of late, by pious Crowds admir'd, 
Their Tales Authencick as their Minds Inſpir'd ; 
Now Damn'd as plain and low, tho' coptbick all, 
Truth muſt before the Dagon Nonſenſe fall. 
-'A dull lewd Song to. Celia dubs the Wir, 
When, with his Ticle proud, the ſegſcleſs Chic 


Defies his Maker, and his Di&tates ſcorns, 
And Heav'n to ridicule and banter turns: 
Truth for his Fancy muſt be gaily dreſt, 
| Like the May Lady at ſome Country Feaſt. 

In thy ſmooth Verſe ſtands that unchanging Truth, 
With Beauties varniſh'd: and adorn'd with Youth ; 
Dreſft in Poetic Robes of Flame and Light, 

Pleaſant as Morning, and as Mid-day bright ; 

Thy Verſe may Charm him who the Preacher flies, 
Reform the Brute, and make the Senſeleſs Wile. 

'So when a Devil malignant Sas poſleſt, 

And broke the quiet of his tortur'd Breaſt ; 

When Rage and Folly-in his Thoughts combin'd, 
Diſeas'd his Body, and diſturb'd his Mind ; 

His Harp the gay Jeſſean Þ/almit ſtrung, 

And to his Harp ſome ſacred Anthem ſung ; 

So ſmooth his Voice, ſo. ſwift his flying Hand 

Did trembling Notes and chiding Strings command ; . 
So much of Heav'n did the black Spirit confound, 
Nor cou'd his Hell ſupport the charming ſound ; 

But from his Throne the proud Uſurper flew, 


While Muficks Terrors did bis flight purſue, | 
And Savf's rebellious [Thoughts and inward Rage.ſubdue. . 


Sic puer Elkanides Domini reſupinus in Ade 
Summiſsa athereos excipit aure ſonos, 
Afatuq; ſacro Divmos concipit Tones, 
Et ſubito in vatum proruit Ipſe modes : 
Tu, Juvenis, rapis Arma prior, Muſaſque profanas 
In pia Chriſticolim, maxime, caſtra refers. © 
| Mafie animis Welkie twis, repetitaque Chriſt, 
Geſta ſubafta magis penſa ſecunda dabunt. 


Raptim. 
L. M ibourne. 


To my Ingemous Friend Mr. Sawuer Write Y, 


on his Poem the Life f CHRIST. 


Hriſt's Life | And ſung in Engliſh Poekie ! 
Who of our Bards durſt cer eflay't till thee ! 
Their Pens are idly Bufie for the Stage, 
To humour there the Genius of the Age ; 
Their chief defign is ſtill ro pleaſe the Pit, 
And there expole the Folly of their Wi ; 
But every Theme thar's Noble and Divine, 
With awkard Modeſty they ftill decline : | 
About the ſacred 4rk they ttembling ſtand, 
But dare not touch with their unhallow'+ Hand ; 
They plead, alas! They 've too prophane a Muſe, 
And urge their very Crimes for their excuſe. 
Dryden alone, ſwolln with a nobler Pride, 
Out of the common road once ſtep'd aſide ; 
Bravely went on where Milton broke the lce, 
And \{weetly mourn'd the loſs of Paradiſe ; 
Richly embroyder'd his old faſhion'd Ground, 
And ſtill refin'd the golden Oar he found ; _ 
Each Comlineſs up to a Beauty wrought, 
Poliſh'd each Line and heighten'd every Thought ; 
Whart Mortal cou'd have been with him compar'd, 
As he began, had he but perſever'd! 
Cowley indeed (his Works ſufficient proof) 
For this great Theme— 
Art once was Poet, and was Saint enough, 
Had he the Bleſſed Jeſus made his choice, 
He'd Heav'nly Skill to ſing, and Hleav'nly Yaice ; 
But on his Type he rather choſe to write, 
His ſhadow, yer himſelf a glorious Light; 
David, that mighty Man, employ'd his Pains, 
He David ſung, and ſung with David's ſtrains ; 
Scarce cou'd the Muſick of his charming Lyre 
Of whom he ſang, more pleaſe, or more inſpire : 


The Angels caught his Soul o'th' Wing, and bore . 
To their bleft Qzire, whence he return'd no more : 
Around him ſtrait the wond'ring Seraphs throng, 
And beg from him a more Seraphick Song ; 

He ſang, their high-tun'd Harps they higher raiſe, 
And ſtrive to play a Conſort to his Lays ; 

But ſuch high Notes immortal Cowley ſings, 

As ſtretch'd their lowd, their everlaſting Strings ; 

So his great Hero's drawn but ro the Waſt, _ 
And but the Scheme of what ſhou'd follow caſt! 
Yet all muſt needs admire, when it they view, 
Both what he did, and what he meant to do, 

O that ſome happy Muſe wou'd yet go on, 

And finiſh what ſo nobly-is begun ! | .” 
Bur Davideis muſt (1 fear ) remain, | 7-9 
Wiſh'd to be fini/p'd, but ne'er wndercd'en: | 
Yer thou from Cowley haſt chis Honour won, 

He ſang but David, thou his greater Son : 

A bold Attempt, yet manag'd fo by you, 

We muſt your Courage praiſe, and Conduft too; | 

So great the Theme, and yet ſo ſweet the Song, 

The God thou ſing doth ſure inſpire thy Tongue : 


But ah! While he too nigh to Heay'n did ſoar, - 


” 


Thou open'ſt all the Treaſuries above, 

And ſhew'ſt the Wonders of Almighty Love : 

How the eternal Father made a Child, © 

With awful Sweetneſs in the Manger ſmil'd ; 

The various Hazards which his Nonage ran, 

Uncil the Infant God grew up to Man; 

Then drawing o'er his'radiant Head a Cloud, 

To ſhew the Man, a while the God you ſhroud ; 

And to a Scene of Sorrow guid i our Eye, 

The mournful Glories of ſad Calvary ; 

They raiſe him to the Croſs, and:their deride ; 

The Holy Jeſus pity'd them, and Dy'd. 

Then how the World its Makers death bemoan'd, 
Heav'n wept, Winds {igh'd, Earth quak'd, whole Nature groan'd; 
Next how that Death our Sins did expiate, 

How great the Purchaſe! But how dear the Rate ! 
This, and much more thy Muſe, great Weſley, ſings, "Th 
| Y 


——_— 


Thy Flow'rs are more, and ſweeter than the Springs ; 
Which with freſh Beauties ev'ry Perſe adorn, 
Sprightly as Light, and fragrant as the'Morn; '' 
Thy tofry Wit '$by ſolid Juloment fix'd ;© - © 
"Thy fruicful Fancy with deep Learning mix'd : 
Their mingled Gloriesſparkle ia each Line, | 
Each Word both ſpeaks thee Poefand Divin;- 1 © + 
Go on, great Bard, Rlill ler| thy muhefuliZyres c 1D 1 
Strike Envy dumb, . and: teach: her to admure, v0. | -i; 
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To bis I een an tt PO Exit, Weir, 013 
his Excellent oem ralled' the: Life of Chriſt. 


URE there 's - ſonar tleweh of ic farves evy age; 
And few yer feltabe true Poetit Kare. 
Each Pagan Clo wn engrb(s'd the Males! card, 
a” like his fellow Beafth: wasgdub't's Sear: ; 
uge brawny Limbs claim'd all the Poets —n 


"rvyas,cxcced to be ſtrong ; : 
Bur now — R ke fy tp God ! —. Be gone Prophane /! 


Nor with unhallow'd Gifts the Alcars ſain : 
Saturnian Days again enrich the Year, 

' And promis'd Months in Golden Orbs appear. 
Again the Mantuan Genius charms the Plains 
With more than ab, 6 Maro's lofty ſtrains. 

—y prophetic Fury, Yirgil raught 
Th 


aſtoniſh'd World, what Wonders ſhou'd be wrought. 
Under dark Types he veil'd the Heav'nly Birth, 
And brought the God-like Infant ſmiling to the Barth. 
Each beauteous Line the future God confeſt, 
Act length amaz'd, to Weſley left the reſt. 

\So the bright Guardian Star with pointed Ray, 
Shone thro' the Eaſt and gilt the dusky way, 
And told the Sages where their Saviour lay ; 

Then conſcious of irs Truſt, withdrew from- fight, 
That they might pay their off rings, where that pay'd its light, 
Here, here, the God to Weſley's Charge repairs, 

And with his Preſence crowns the Poets Cares : + 
Weſley ! A Name which in juſt numbers Shines ! 
A Name immortal as his ſacred Lines / 

To thee, preat Bard, the darling Muſes owe 
That freedom which on others they beſtow. 
Touch'd with the Beauties of Seraphick Love, 
Unbody'd and unchaind from fleſh they move. 
Nor Phyllis now, nor Strephon's Plaints prevail, 

The wretched burthen of ſome whining Tale ; 

Bur the chaſt Siſters now their Drols retine, 

Poets are truly Prieſts, and Poetry 's Divine. 


FER. 


= 


' See! How in tuneful Verle the Infant reigns, - 
And with ſoft Looks beguiles his. Mother's pains / 

' Pleas'd with thy Song, he leſs Arrtntive hears 
Th' harmonious Muſick of the charming Spheres ; 
| Bids Angels ceaſe their Notes, that Weſley's Lays 


May urge with more effect cheir young Redeemers praile. 


O more than Man ! Whence comes this ſacred Fire, 
Thar doth with ſparkling Rage thy Breaſt inſpire ? 
Sure thou'ſt a ſecond Rape on:Heav'n perform'd, 
And with arm'd Hands /thereal Forges ftorm'd : 


Nought but the Gods own flames cou'd thus diſpenſe. | 


So healing and ſo kind: an Influence. 


Beauties ſhine thro' the Work, adorn the whole, 

Chain up the Senſe, and captivate the Soul. 

Whether thou ſing {t che dying Hero's fame, 

And in loud fighs groan'ſt forth thy Maker's Name, © 
When tyr'd with Fleſh, he quits the humane load, 
And Heav'n, and Earth, and Jews confels the God ; 
Or thy bold Muſe with heighten'd Pinnions flies, 

And brings her Charge exalted to the Skies; 

Thy Verſe thro' ſtarry Hofts the God. convey, 

And with new Glories paint che milky way. 

To thy great Name what Altars ſhall weraiſe 2 

None but the God thou ſing'fit can give ſufficient praiſe, 
As when of old ſome pious Saints eflay'd 

To pleaſe high Heav'n, and annual Off rings paid, 
Struck with the ſacred Horror of the place, 
And proſtrate on the Ground, they veil'd their Face. 
With awful diſtance, and with trembling bows, 
Their Wonder fully paid their promis'd Yows : 

So we amaz'd at thy vaſt Wark retire, 

.And where we ought to Sacrifice, admire. 


Wilkam Pittis, 


Tune 23. 1693; 


| Felloiv of New-College in Oxon. 
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To 


To his Reverend Friend My. SAMUEL WESLEY, 01 
his Poem of the Life of CHRIST. 


Tiya vrov, Tiy Hep, Tiv aber, Keag opp: Pindar. 
Hilft others write of Crimmal Amonrs, 


vV \ And how they vainly ſpend their vacant Hours, 


Your Phanſy's more ſublime, ir ſoars above 

The mean Intrigues of their inglorious Love : 
Wretchedly they debaſe a noble Art, 

And only touch the Ears ; but you the Heart. 
You, ( with Columbus, ) not alone deſcrie, 

But conquer (Cortez:like, ) new Worlds in Poetry. 
Sure *twas the ſame great Maſter of the Quire 


Thar did dire the Royal Pſalmiſt's Lyre, 
Who your Seraphick-Breaſt did thus inſpire : 
A God Tncarnate is a Theme ſo Great, 

It ſhou'd be manag'd at no vulgar Rate ; 
Nor have you done it. For, in ev'ry Line, . 
We read (at once) . the Poet, and Divine : 
The Myſes thus to yourthe Graces be, 

And thus Parnaſſus is Mount-Calvary. 

You ( modeſtly Ambitious of fair Fame ) 
 Takea ſure courſe & immortalize your Name. 
For, till this Fabrick of the World ſhall end, 
And a devouring Conflagration blend | 
Both Heav'n and Earth together ; till we ſec 
Time {wallow'd up of vaſt Eternity ; - 
Till chen, your Yerſe ſhall be preferv'd alive, 

And almoſt Nature's aged ſelf Eire 


Tune 23. 1693. 


Henry Cutts, 


Life f CHRIST. 


Leſt are the Bards who, fill'd with God-like Fire; 
Dare, like its Flames, to native Heay'n aſpire, 

Commence here Angels, and, in equal Lays, 

Praiſe him alone whom Saints ad Seraphs praile : 

On ſacred Themes a ſacred Rage they uſe, 

Advance their Art, and deific their Muſe. 

Theſe, Poets are ! Thou, Weſley, then art bleſt ; 


No mortal Beauty fires thy glowing Breaſt; 
Thy Heart, thy Soul with the whole God poſleſt. 
No Spurious God, ſuch as at Delphos ſpoke, 
And dubious Anſwers ſold for impious Smoke. 
But that bright Infant Sun whoſe dawning Ray | 
Drove Shades, and Sprizhts, and Gods of. Niel! away ; 
Who his true Godhead ar his Birth diſplay'd, 
And cruſh'd, at once, Hell's dreadful Serpent's head ; 
Who bears, with eaſe, this pond'rous Fabric's load, 
Makes conſcious Nature tremble at his Nod, : 
And Heavn, and Earth, and Hell confeſs the God. 
Who out of Nothing ſwarms of Worlds cou'd bring, 
Of Light inviſible th* unfathomable Spring ; 
Sole, firſt and laft, ftill'round himſelf he rouls, 
In th' undivided Triple-ſtream, above'the reach of Souls, 
Hold, headſtrong Muſe, nor in thy ſcanty Verſe, 
Attempt his boundleſs Wonders to rehearſe ; 
Nor, oft ring Incenſe with unhallow'd Fire, 
Like Nadab in revenging Flames expire. 
The Right, the Pow/rof chanting ſuch a Song 
. To none but conſecrated Bards belong, 
' None but 4pelles Alexander drew ; 
' A nobler Draught to nobler. FZands is due. 
So, Weſley, when we thought, with pious 4we, 
No Pencil fit thy ſuff'ring God to draw, - 
Perform'd by thine the mighty Task we ſee; 
Or he, thy Lord, has done the Work by thee. 


To Mr. SAmutL WesLEy, on his Poem of the 


——_—_—— 


- . Thy Choice, like pious Mary's, is the beſt, 
While others live with Martha's Cares opprelt ; 
Whence once engag'd, unknowing to go back, 
Yet doom'd each Hour their wearied Minds to rack, 
To ſooth a dull, ungrateful, impious Age ; 

Th eternal Drudges of the Preſs and Stage. 
Baffled this Momenit, thoughtlels of the pat, tt, 
Still rich in Hopes; and wretched to the lat ; : 
Witty by Fits, but oft'ner dull than wile, 
And fond of Fame, which-yet they ſacrifice. 

Ah! cruel Fortune! Tyrant-of my Life, 
To Fools ſo kind, with Poets ftill ac ftrife, 
Thou may'ſt conſtrain thy Slave to loſe his Righc 
To dear-bought Fame, the Poet's beft Delight ; | 
Bur never, never ſhall thy Honor be, oy 7 
Thou Profticute, a Proftitute to thee. 
Nor will I uſe a Spark of heav'nly Fire 
Chaſt Flames to quench, and kindle looſe Dehire ; 
Or, to mean Flatr'ry and. worſe Falſhoods bent, 
Poyſon the Weak, and ſtab the Innocent. 

Ah! muſt I wont _ bold Numbers, 

Britain's great Rulers and Heav'n's greater Kang ! 
Ev'n a kaſi Brother-Poets of the eng, 
Strive here below to Rival thoſe above. 
Each Morning they their warbling Voices raiſe, | 
Inſpir'd by Nature Nature's God to praile. 
The lab'ring Hind by. them beguiles his Cares, 
Yet by his Arts their callow Brood enſnares. 
Then blinded, caugh © unlearn their native Strain, 
And cag'd for Life, the Wretches ſing for Grain. 
So 'tis with us: Alike by Nature free, 
Our Lays were Sacred as our Deity ; 
Bur by a felfiſh World enſlav'd, while young, 
Blinded by Vice, we'er taught a meaner Song ; 
Keptcloſe and bare, we neer enjoy the Spring, 
The Town our Cage, where we muſt ftarve or ſie. 
Much happier Wefkky ! wiſer grown betimes, 
Thoulett'it ics Hurry, for more peaceful Climes ; 
' Nor, while thy Mind a ſhort Repoſe enjoy'd, £ 
Was thy chaſt Muſe. on: erifling Themes employ'd : 


Tales | 


Tales of an angry Warrior's ſullen Grief, 
The tedious Voyage of a.crafty Chief, . 
Troy, which a Horſe could tonQuer in & Night, 

Or a falſe Wand'rer 's fatal Loves and Flight : 

Theſe ne'er could pay. the.Poer's Cares and Tolls, 

The coſtly Seeds wete loſt in barren Sk, » 5 
Nobler thy Choice, and happier thy lay 5 * 
Modelt yer bold, Majeſtic and yet gay; | 

As Autumn, ripe, yet flouriſhing as May. - 

But here, my Friend, thou check'ſt my zealous Muſe; 
And bid'ft me for thy. God my.Incenſeuſe; - ., -—;- 
Thou ſhunt the Praiſe which thy own Victue draws, | | 
' And can't deſerve, buit can'ft not hear Applauſe.” | 

Know, 'tis beneath thy Friend to make thee vain ; - 
| praiſe thee not : Yet mult [ praiſe thy Strain, _ + -. | 
[ may — Since Men, whea they.applaud thy Lays, 
The Trgphen great. Inſpirer only praiſe. _ 

Yet tho' to God alone the Praile belong,  _ 

With him and thee we ſhare hooleatos Woe, 

' Thus Aaron Incenſe on its Altar laid, 
And, while attending 1/rel bow'd and pray'd ; 
The balmy Steams, for Heav'n alone prepar'd, - 
The Prieft, the People, and the Godhead ſhar'd. 


Peter Motteux. 


T Hit. 


ARGUME 


O.F THE: 


Firſt BC O O- 


HE- Pro poſition.” | The Snail. Our Sivioar s Aſcent on 
Mount Tabor, with bis thite Di iſciples 5 whence they take 

Pr, iew of the \ Countrey abine it. The Transfiguration. . After "Which our 
Saviour deſcends from the Mount ; and after having fore d bis Paſſon, 
going through Galilee" approdehes Jeruſalem.” "Ard, in his '@ Paſſute 


thither over Mount Oliver, raiſes Lazatus from the teal * "Thin be eing 
invited by Simon the Leper to a Feaſt, .n whoſe Houſe the Deſtraftion 
of Sodom is defcribed on'a Suit of ' Hangings ;'Maty Magdaten 
there anoints his Feet." ' The next day be deſcends tb | * late,” and 
makes his triumphant Entry into the City, attended by waſt Grouds of 

People, bearing Palms, and ſmging Hoſanna's. Whence be retires in 
the Evening to Mount Oliver ; which is deſcribed, with the Country 
about it. The Deſcription of the Garden near Gethſemane, and our 
Saviour's uſual Employment there. A Digreſſion concerning Divine Love 
and virtuous Friendſhip A Charafter of the three Diſciples, Peter, 
James and John. Their Deſcent from the Mount to Jerulalem ; where 
in the Temple, they are met by Joleph of Arimachea, who formerly 
in the Temple, had ſeen many of our Saviour's Miracles. Hence be 
takes 'em with him to bis pleaſant Garden on the ſide-of Calvary, where 
being met by bis Friends, Nicodemus and Gamaliel, they put them on a 
Diſcourſe of our Saviour's Life and Miracles. Which ends the Fuſft 
Boo - | 
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Sing; Man w 


And drive him to his own /a 
What Pain, what Laboargid:b 
29 To cloſe our Wounds, and Hope 
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A The Firfl Book of 
He ftill' was doing Good, and let us ſce 
: Pet. 2.21. F By his Example, what we ought tobe : 
Taught us a perfe&# Law, \mhknown before ; | 
| Did E his Merits the loſt World reſtore, 
1 Pet.2.24. And gave his £ife, when hecould give no more: 
Hence a naw acc of Time#and Men began, 
X And happy Fears in detent®Order ranj:- 
Hence Favth ad Truth agertto Earth return, 
| _ -And loſt {fred we'no longer mourn. 
+, Mat.20. 48. So vaſt the Work, Jpoſtate Man to/lave ! 20 
| _ £ +3- So great the Price our dear Redeemer gave ! 
7.23. Nor will He me His mighty Ad # 2 


The ſam# my God, my FHev and my Miſe, 
Who ſing his Life; a WorK-inmenſe and rare, 
| -Too heavy for an Angel's ſfrength to bear: 
The mighty Maſters of the tuneful, Throng, 
Whoſe numerous Souls are ſtruck with ſacred Song, 
Whoſe Names the Horld out-laſt, the Sun out-ſhine, 
Immortal Cowley;:erhrxt all divine * | 
Beheld the weighty Tak, but durſt not ſtay, 30 
And wiſely ſhrunk their conſcious Arms away : 
How then ſhall I, a nameleſs Thing, preſume, 
_ Unmark'd, unknown, to fill their ſacred room ; 
.Sunk in the uſeleſs Crawdby Birch and Fate, 
Sunk lower by unequal Fortune's Weight ! *© 
Iwvocatio. _O Thou, whoſe Word this AL L of nothing made, 
And when thou hadſt cach beauteous Scene ſurveyd, 
Gen.1.4.10, Pronounc'd it Good; Let thy kind Spirit ſhine _ 
2531, © © Through! every part of this New Word'of mine? 
Gen. r. 4, Both Light and Being by thy FIAT give, _ -:*4 | / 


- AMT 4 voggroiings 'as Fong a8 Thine ſhall-live! +. 


40 


_Tws Warts alrcady did our'LORD: conlth, -.. 

And ſure the Third, his Own, could do no lefs::- 
Mat. 21.9. Gla# Barth ard yenbling Hell juft Witneſs gave, 
Mie 2:3 Theſe ro fdbilte; Hndthoſe he Ezine to fave : + 
John 12. Is His ranſom'd Subjeff#lond Fh/innd's fing, © 
Mat. 8.15. His Rebels fled, Xndkew'thet angry King: 
Luke 8 27, Alrcady he in'Prfart' alt and wht 
&:. In God-like Tivwewee fvertly anilgy fi 6» 0 
i. Had met the Tjwalif of\theRoahts below, ' '''' © 56 

T1 | «1 - And 


T— FF? - CHRI IT X : 


60 
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| Their Penons waving, Sails extended wide, 


80 


go It walh'd their Blood, and Iſrael's Stain away : 40, 


And conquer'd Hand to- Hand the mighty Foe: 
Curſing he fled, as when transfix'd he fell, no 12k 
With all the doubled Spite and Rage of Hell : Wy 
Heav'n does at laſt in its own Caſe appear ; 

The ſtrongeſt Forces muſt maintain the Rear : 


Th' Inhabitants of thoſe bright Realms of Day, 


Muſt Homage to their mighty Maſter pay, 
Tho' veil'd in humble Robes of mortal Clay: 


Tabor the Place to prove his Miyon true, :- Mount Th 
Where Heay'n and Earth muſt have an Interview : bordefcriv', 
* That Mount of God, as Sinai long before, _ Ex0, 19. 29. 


The upper Worlds whole Weight deſcending bore: 
X Lovely it look'd like ſome Divine Abode, © 

All beauteous as the Paradiſe of God : | . 

Steep is th' 4/cent, but when the Top you gain, J 

It more than recompences all your Pain, , 
Preſenting the pleas d Eye an even Plain ; © 

And underneath, around the ſpacious Coaſt 

The nobleſt 'Proſpe Jury's Land can boaſt : 

If Ea#t inclin'd to North you caſt your Eye, 

* Royal Twerias thence with Eaſe you'll ſpy, 

Whoſe wealthy Gtizens their pleaſure rake 

X In numterous Boats upon the neighb'riog Lake; p 
While Ships of greater Bulk with decent Pride 


Traverſe its length, or run from fide to fide : 

Beyond whoſe Eaſtern bounds far off you ſee 

With pleaſant Horror Stony Arabie : 

Kiſhon to South, whoſe Banks new Waters fill, 

*X When paſt by Weſtern Hermon's gentle Hill ; 

A noble River now, tho” not ſo Far e 

As when the Stars on Iſrael's ſide did charge ; 

When or its Grimſon Waves, a ghaſtly throng, 

F Bodies and Shields and Helms promiſcuous roll'd along : 

From thence 'twixt Weſt and North it onward goes, | 

And near the Walls of lictle Naim flows, Judg 5. 20, 
F Whence Carmel's Mount and Grove its Waves entice ; 
To add new Beauties to that Peradfe; _ | 
Where when the Propher Baal's-curſt Prieſts did ſlay, ' Kings 18, 


» 


B 2 Both 


—_— 


4A. The Firſt Bukof © 


Both hurry'd ſwift to the great Weſtern Flood ; 
*X Within whoſe Arms, more North, rich Thrus ſtood ; 
Her Walls fo ſtrong, nor Sea, nor Land they fear : 
And farther on, her Siſter S;don near, 
Under fair Libanss you might deſcry, - 
Where'Clouds at once and that obſtruct your Eye : 
Thence back to-South dire&t your Sight again, 
You'll Jexreel ſee, and rich Megiddo's Plain : 
Ang $21. Proud Jezreel, where unhappy Naboth fell, 
» 1, ©** Whoſe puilcleſs Blood coſt that of Jezebel. 100 
To this blefſt Mount did our bleſt Lord aſcend; 
, 
< 
J 


Mat 17: - Three Witneſſes muſt chicher him arrend, 
. Mark 9. 2, * Two, deſtin'd Martyrs, and the third his Friend 
| or : Zebedee's happy Sow, whole mighty Name 
&. 72 XFrom awful Thunder, ſcarce niore aftive, came 
Mark 3.17. Cephas before 'em both 1a Zeal and Fame : 
Theſe with his more peculiar Favour bleſt, 
He with him takes, and leaves beneath the reſt. 
Scarce had the chearful Harbinger of Day 
Clapt his bright Wings and warn'd the Shades away, 110 
Er our ftill watchful Saviour, who denies 
The Sun, his ſhade, before himſelf ſhould riſe, 
Had conquer'd Tabor's hoary top, and there 
Yet higher mounts in ardent Hymns and Pray : 
No earthly Thought, no ſublunary thing 
Could clog his tow'ring Souls Seraphic Wing : 
He paſs'd through all the glittering Guards on high, 
Who ſtaid their Songs, and bow'd as he went by ; 
Nor ſtop'd but at his Father's radiant Throne, | 
. ©©The great Three-One — — 120 
He ask'd and had, and beckon'd thence away, 
( Gladly all Heav'n his lov'd Commands obey : ) 
Tio of the brighteſt Saints which fill the Place 
* Ay-gazing on the Beatifick Face : 
That fairhful Leader of rhe choſen Band 
* Who Nature ſway'd with his Almighty Wand; . 
Whom quaking Sinai ſhew'd ſo much before, 
Exo. 19. 18. "That Heay'n it ſelf could hardly now do more: 
Hed: 12-18. and him who on' the glorious Wings of Morn 
2 Kings. In a bright wondrous Car to Bliſs was born; 120 
mc” | | Whoſe 
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Whoſe Saul of Flames as pure as warm was made, - 
As thoſe which hini to his Reward convey'd: 
E LTAS, who to Feav'n triumphing rode, 
*X*-MOSES, expiring with the Ky/s of Gad : 
X Thus Law and Prophets their Perfe&tion find 
In him, the 'dope, the Price of loſt Mankind : 
Meeker than Moſes, whilſt his Zeal flam'd higher, 
Than his who ſhew'd the Way to Bliſs in Fire : s 
Upon the ſhivering Mountain's Brow they walk'd, bs 
149 And things unutterable: look'd and talk'd : 
 _ * Talk'd of his wond'rous Paſſion, wond'rous Love; Mat. 17. t. 
A Reddle pos'd the very Bleft above: U9t5 _ 
They knew their LORD fo long enthron'd on high, 8. * © 
They knew he muſt, yet knew he could not dies Luke. 28. 
The Light of Light hyma'd by the Heav'nly Quire, #3 
The Coefſential Son of. his Almighty Sire. | 
While thus new Myfteries they till diſcern'd, 
And more than: Heav'n ic {elf could teach them, 'learn'd, 
Dull Slumbers the three Witneſſes lurprile, | 
150 And heavy ſhameful Sloth falt (cal'd their Eyes : Luke 9.44. 
With their ſhort Yigils tir'd, ſupine they lay, 
Till chem their Maſter turning did ſurvey ; - 
From his loy'd Face he ſhort a piercing Beam, 
Which rous'd them all from their.ioglorious Dream; - 
They gazd a while, bur found the Scene too bright, 
And fled again th' inſufferable Light. : 
Thus, when atghe laſt dr hour of Doom 
Th' 4rch- Angel's Trump ſhall wake each ſdlent Tomb. ; 
When God's Pavilion in- the Clouds is ſpread, * 
160 Keen Rays of Lightning wreath'd around his Head ; 
O'rburthen'd Natare at the ſight would fly, 
Again would be entomb'd, again would die. 
But now our Lord his Glories part repreſs'd, 
And mildly veils and witigates the- reſt: _ 
Again they Jook'd ; what wond'rous things they ſaw ? 
Not they themſelves the ſhining; Scene could draw, 
If yet alive—=What Giqry and what Grace! 
Daz ling his Form, incftable his Face : | 
That Prophet's who from trembling Sinai came, 
176 Was drels'd in a far lbs 1lluftrious Home : Th Exo. 234-35« 
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The Sun ſhrunk back his Head bur newly ſhown, 


* Nor has cv'a God himſelf diſdain'd to dwell 


Eclipsd with ſtronger Splendor than his own : 

Like thoſe eternal Youths which ever dwell 

Near Light's and Beauty's unexhaufted Well : 

Young Cherubs look thus glittering and thus gay, 
Adorn'd in all their feſtal Robes, when they 
Some mighty Meſſage to the World convey : 

F His ſeamleſs Robe than new faln Snow more white, ® 


. One radiant Pillar all of ſparkling Light : 
. Far did it Mortal 4rt's beſt ftrokes outſhine, 1380 


All o'r the Workmanſhip. of Hands Divine : 

But Feav'nly things we to baſe Earth compare, 

So Night like Day, Shades like the Sun are fair : 

So the bold Painter's 4rt pretends to ſhow 

Beauteous as thoſe above, feign'd Clouds below. 
Next him the two great Prophets them ſurpriſe 

With modeſt Glories, only lefs than his : 

Such as the twinkling Stars clear Silver Ray, 


To th' ſtronger Luſtre of the Golden Day. 


An Heav'nly Foy ſeiz'd cach Diſciple's Breaſt, 196 
Too-big or to be ſtiff d or expreſt : | 
Reaſon at Revelation muſt expire ; 
What wonder if the Sun ſhould damp the Fire ? 

Thus when young Prophets have a Viſion ſeen, 
Or labour with th* unequal God within ; 


With ſacred Rage inſpir'd they're now no more 


Mild, calm and peaceful as they were before: 

New Wildneſs in their Looks and Eyes we find, 

And ev'ry Mark of a diſorder d Mind ; 

Nature does then beyond it ſelf appear'; © 208 
Thus Cephas look'd, thus the bleſt Pair look'd here: 

All chat they knew was Pleaſure mixt with Pain, 

All chat they- fear'd was lofing ic again : | 

When Cephas thus — —© Dread Maſter, if we er 

« Were thy peculiar Love, and tend'reſt Care, 

<* In this bleſt Place for ever let us ſtay, 


' « Rather than Hs, O take our Lives away ! 
6X "Three bumble Tabernacles ſoon we'll rear 


« For Thee, and theſe IMuſtrious Strangers here: 
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 4[n the poor Text of his lov'd Iſrael, © _— 


230 


230 
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250; 


Scarce from his Lips, the laſt ſwift 4ccent flies Wa 
E're ſtill naw Scenes of Miracles ariſe! : 
For lo! a Cloxd wats chrough th' enlight'ned Air, Mat. 17. 5. 
Thoſe which a Swamer Ev ning dreſs, lels fair; dork s. 5 
A wond'rous Cloud, the Morn it tell leſs bright, - hs 
Wove from the knelt Threads of Hleav'nly- Light : - ; 


Such as far off in thoſe beſt Regions ſtray, ; 
Where God's high Throne {caters eternal Day: . BD 
X Such that ſtrange Cloyd that made che Wor S fir Mort Gen. 1. 4 


Before the Stars or Sus iflelt was born : 
X Thar Pilar fuch awhich did from Egypt come, : Exod.13 2t. 


And piloted the choſen. Nations home; |. 

From Earth. to Hdeav'n did its broad Top afpire, | 
Miraculous Mixture! *twas both Shade ond Fire. 
And lo, it comes, and lo, they ftrive in vain ; 
Their fault'rio g Knes heir Bodies can'r ſuſtain : 
Celeſtial [2 ag ev'n; through Clouds Lurvey's 

Muſt fink the ſtrongeſt. Frame of Mayer made. 


_Blunted with Wonders and exhauſted all 


Their Spirits forlake their Tas k — ſo down they fall; 
So down they fall, dilſolv'd in reverend. Fear ; 
But firſt a Yaice, an. wefwl Voice they bear, 

The Yoice of God, in Thunder dref} no-moge, 

As when he ſtoop'd on Sinai. herecofore ;;.. 
Thunder and Darkugſs then the World did Fight, 
But now the Yoice is- <alm, the Cloud is bright 2. 

«© 'Th' Eternal Father, Firſt o'th'- great nw: 
« Mildl atteſting his Eternal Sav; | | | 

© Whate'r he { ee not. Truth -ir (elf more! 5 Ta 
&« Commanding then; and all the World co hear : 
They hear, bag dare not him. whogpeaks it meet, 


So down they fall, ang:kils their Maſters Foot +. ; 
' Nor long his kind.'and ſpeedy. Swatrgur ſtays ; 


He touch” 7 whole;yeny, Touch ing raile,, 

Their lj if Limbs, and him-they.xifng praiſe: 

Around they. logk'd, . but conld. pg more _ 

Thar ow nly Pay whoſe \happy-Company - 

They late, enjoy'd, | retrad- wo. Bl/cz.ito.: ſhaw 

To thoſe above, what they had learn'd \brlewy ©: 0040 
h 
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All gladly, 


The Fhy Soul fois dregs of Sin 6's, i 

Whoſe Frames are' little leſs than perfet# Mo ® 

Whoſe Converſe and Acquaintance ok the > 

Commences here, and half their Heav'n's polleſt: 

Thus, when.to theſe through Sleeps thin Curtains ſhine 

Angelic Eſſences, and Forms Divine, 

They lighing wake, and claſp the-empty Air ; 

Thus Cephas, thus 'the Zebedzan Pair, = 

And would have griev'd, had not our Lord been there ; ; 

Who, free from worldy Gleries vain deſire, © © 

Unwarm'd at fond 4mbition's fooliſh Fire, 

What they had ſeen commands 'em to conceal, 

Nor to the World thoſe ſacred Truths reveal, 

Till, when he conquer'd Death, and broke its Chain, 

That Faith to this, as this to that might gain. 
Wond'ring they long revolv'd his drop intent,” © 

Nor fathom'd what thoſe ſtrange Expreſſions meant: 5 

How can he ſuffer ſad Rebuke or Pain? 

How can he either dye or 7iſe again? 

With a kind Doubt they thele ſad Truths receive; 

And what they muſt fain would they not believe: 

Till quitting Tabor he the ſame expreſt 

To thole beneath, with the ſame Grief oppreſt : 

His Pains, his Wounds, and thar ſad Scene of Woe © 

He for th' ungrateful World muſt undergo : 

How he muſt enter Death's uneaſie Gate, 

The Son of Mwr-mauſt ſuffer mortal Fate: = | 

How then the Son of God muſt break the Chain 

And on the third glad Morning riſe again. "2, athens 
Deep was the Sorrow ſeiz” T each Loyal Breaſt, 

When Truths ſo terrible their Lord exprels'd : A 

if they dard, would him repreve,” 


Mat, 16.23» As Cephas did with his too forward Love: 


Mar. 8.33. 


- Eph. 1. 4. 
; 1 Pet. 1.20, 
-  Rev.13.8. 


Miſtaken men! 'your kindneſs ſoars too; kigk ;/ 

Or He, or you and all the World muſt die: 

He knew the fatal Price that muſt be paid *: 
Long long before the World's Foundation laid ; 
He knew the Hour, and thither did proceed, 
Where He, th' ' attoning Lamb, muſt mildly bleed; 
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| Her ly Twas) alice ring in We: Sky ; 
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Charg'd with ſo many a Prophet's Blood before - 
The Guilc of his could; only: fink 'em more. 
Through Galilee's wild Coaſts his Progreſs rakes, 
But nproclaim'd and filent Journeys makes : | 
In vain, alas, he ſtrives to: be conceal'd, 


He's like che Sun by his owh Rays reveal'd: 


- See where from far the cramding Region s meer; 


And caſt th' infirm and deſprate at his Fs free! 

Where theſe from. old  Bethabara they bring; 

And theſe from Farther. Jordan's double Spring : 
Nor Devils nor Diſeaſes longer ſtay, 

When warn'd by his. Alrgiphey Voice. away. 
The Lame their Feet withour their Crutches find, 
His Word, as to the World, gives Light to ih Blind, 
Such Light as cheers at once their Eyes and*Mind. 
What Angel's Eloquence cou'd equal prove 
To all kl Wonders of his Paw'r and Love's 


His Works the God, his. Pain the Man conteſt; 
His toilſom Labour call'd for gentle reſt ? 
Ofr. eſt oficious Crowds ſhou'd him ſurprize, 


He from the Sea'ſeeks what the Land denies, 


In a ſmall Boat of fair Beth/aida's Town - 


 X-Which Zebedee and fairhful- Cephas: own : 


Theſe, once when lengrh'ning Shadows warn'd away 
From the dim Heav'ns the dying Lamp of Day \. 


- He bids forſake the Galilean 'Shore, 


320 


And with his faithful FHouſhold waft him o'er | 


For Gadaras ſtrong Turrets, rais'd ſo high 


' As Heav'nand Earth, they *d both at once defy: 


330 


They lancht, whilſt he his humble Cabin takes 
And ſleſs, tho' all his Guard of Angels wakes:. - 
When trait a thick black Miſt began to riſe ; £ 


Still dark'ning more and more the diſappearing Skies * 
Old Zebedee by long experience, wile, 

Whea firft intent he view'd the thick'ning 4r, 

Calls up his Mates, and bids for Storms Prepare ; 

He to the Helm, he knew to guide it be 

And to  rheix well known Reerees all the reſt; $ 60.5: 


Nor 


| 


How oft, with the long Days fatigues opt, £4. 


a 
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Mark 4. 38.. 


* Nor POT was: bis Cantion or their Haſt, 


Wich one black Mantle firait all Heav'n's o 'crcat : 
Whether the Eneyy alfayd'in vain, | 
What he kad loſt ar Ck at Sed to gain ; 


. Or hop'd he by ſurprizal might prevail, 
© Where by fair Force he = 


no more aſſail : 
X'Or ker Nature daly. ſent the Storm 

T* experience whar her /Mafter cou'd perform ; 
Suffer d by him whoſe Word can- Storms remove, 
To ſhew his God-like Pow'r, 'and God-like Love : 
Bur whether it froty Nature's Storehouſe fell, 

Or iſſu'd from the baleful Caves 'of Hell ; 

Still more and more- its threatning Rage orevails, 
And fromthe Maft'ſoon rends the Paper- Sails: 


X The'Nead-Sea roars, and ſulph'rous Vapours come | 


In rolling Rames,: from ics Infernal Womb, 

From Regions wide away toud Ruine bear, 
As gathering Thunders bellow round the Air. 
Old Jordan hears, its Waters backward run 


' (* As thrice before) the faral' Shock to ſhun, 


Againſt che Stream rolls in-th' wmatural Tide, 


- And ſhould ring: Seas upon each other ride : 


Wind againſt Wind, Floods daſhing Floods ariſe, 
One Whirlpool all the Waves, one Whirl-wind all the Skies : 


. Cold ſlett trom every Quarter driving comes, 
| And Fearas much exch-rrembling Hand benums : 


Fares angry Meſſengers for a paſlage croud,- 

And o'er affrighted: Mortals roar aloud : 

Broad Sheets of ghaſtly: Flame from thence are ſent, 
Diſcovering | Mine oadpa Element, 

Whoſe Horrors ſteike their Eyes with cruel Light, 
Thro' the dire Chaſms of interrupted Night : 

They ſaw the boyling Deep roll wide away, 
While Nutgre's ſectet Chambers open lay : 

So valt the Gulph, it ſhew'd a horrid Shore, 


While from the: Ziollbwe of 2 dreadful. Cloud, # 


And Rocks and Saints and Paths unknown before ; 


Alofc, black Jow'ring Worlds of Water rave, 
And greedy Death brooks or cachithrear' ning mo 
Thither on Surgts tumultuous rhey riſe, 
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And hang on Pyramids, atnid(t the;Skies. 


Whence they look down on Fate, \which will not ſtay, 


Bur on the next curl'd Billow haſts away.z 2 
Not more his Art can the wiſe Steerſman ſhow, 


The Helm is gone, and. che next ſtaggering blow 


.. Drives in ſome treach'rous-Plank, and down:they go : 


380 


390 


Half fill'd with Waves, they! on their Maſter think, 


One dreadful Cry they make — We fnk! we ſmk! - *. 


All pays but Judas moſt, and dreading Faye, * 


Invoke the Saviour's Aid, if that not now. too late. 
He roſe, he came, he heard their gaſping crys, 
He came with Love and Pity in his Eyes. 


Chid the mad Waves, rebuk'd the bluſt ring Wmd ; 
Theſe gently roll, that murmurs ſoft and kind, 
The Billows fink, not jnt' a Gulph, but Plain, 
And mild Etefian Whiſpers fan the Main : 

All in a moment huſht and quiet laid, 

Still'd by his Word, as when the World he made : 
When Sooty Waves did firſt thro' Chaos roar, 
Whole turbid Motion knew no reſt nor ſhore : 


"Till the Almighty Word its Boſom prelſt, 


And hovering o'er diſþos'd to gentle reſt, 
With a fair Birth thence did ic pregnant prove, 
*X And Light was born to Chaos and to Love. 


Thus hece — when reaching ſtrait the wiſht-for ſhore, 


400 


410 Nor cou'd they paſs his Gates, invited in 
| C 


All crembling kneel, and their dread Lord adore. 
Soon known the guilty Demons ſhun his ſight, 
And 'ſink, ak down to conſcious Night : 
Yet more illuſtrious Wonders him attend, 
When laſt to Salem he his ſteps did bend, ; 
The Sun looks biggeſt near his Journeys end :\ 
For now, oer lofty Oliwet they go, |» 
And fee far oft the cluſ#ring, Town below : 
Deſcending thence, among the Trees they ſpy 
Thy happy Walls, delighttul Bethany ! 

A Villa where good Lazarus was Lord, 

And often at his Hoſpitable Board, 


With Plenty and with Welcome ſpread did ſee 


* Our Saviour and his faithful Family. 
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Devils. 


John 11. 6. 


X By Martha and repenting Magdalen : 
Wiſe Martha ſtill kept home, and ſafer there 
Her Brother's Hauſhold made her' humble Care. 
Fair Magdalena had at Court been bred, 


"On Pleaſures downy Pillows laid her Head); 


There found her Fertue but a weak Defence, 

And loſt her Fame, and loſt her Innocence. 

Her Soul by Yanity and Pride poſleſt, 

And many a blacker foul Infernal Gueſt; 
All which our Saviour's Word expell'd her Breaft. 
Each Fell bred Fiend at once he chas'd away, 
Chas'd all the ugly. Ms, and let in Day; 

By a ſevere Repentance did reſtore, 

And made her Soul far brighter than before: 

Thus an illuſtrious Penitent the prov'd, 


And much ſhe pray'd, and much ſhe wept and lov'd: 


To Bethany then back did grieving come, 

By her kind Brother gladly welcom'd home ; 
Whonow, beneath a Fever's mortal Rage, 

Beyond the feeble power of Art r aflwage, 

For Life, juſt gaſping lay ; and by his Bed 

The pos'd Phyſician ſadly ſhakes his _ 

Thence with flow ſteps in lence walks to th' door, 


\ Gives him for gone, his Skill can do no more: 


Tho' firſt with Grief confusd and burry'd all, 
Their abſent Gueſt at lengrh to mind they call ; 
To him in haft a Meſſenger they ſend, 
To come, if not too late, and ſave his Friend, 
Him whom he lov'd. He bids 'em not deſpair, 
« There was no danger, and he'd foon be there: 
But whilſt he in che neighb'ring Regions ſtay'd 
And from his gaſping Friend his help delay'd, 
His Soul from mortal Miſery was fled, 

And his cold Corps entomb'd among the dead ; 
The Funeral Pomp t& his widow'd Houſe return, 
And his ſad Siſter's Loſs condole and mourn : 
While deeply they remain'd lamenting here, 


Tidings at lengeh were brought, our Lord was near : 


The Siſters riſe their 'God ike Gueſt ro mect,” 
And proſtrate thrown with tears embrace his Feet, 
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And tho' they cannot doubt Fe "Lav, ox Gur, | 
\ Both join in this; a gan, - | 
« Their Brother bad not # Fig ad bs” ; Wha pd 
The Jews who the: two. Maurners ſtill antend, 51% 
__ ood a Neighbour, andiſo kiad a Friend: we 
Juſtly lament, all his good Aftions tell, -. + \- 
And own here s few that liv'd.or dyd 'o well: 
Wirh ſuch a general Tide of Grief 
XOur Saviour groan'd ang wept-among the iſt: 
470 He own'd himſelf a Man, his Paſſions mov'd-, 
Like ours, he wept the. Loſs of what he loy'd; 
' Agen he wept, agen did inly groan: 
When ar the Grave arriv'd, a-pond'rous Stone 
After the antient Rite.irs Mouth ſecur'd, 
: (The Body in.a.ſpacious Vault mmur 4 ) 
+ This Jeſus bids remove, when Martha cry'd; 
a |þ <« *Tis now ſo long, dear Maſter, - Gnce bo dy d, 
Such purrid Steams muſt needs inſet the dir, | 
 « Ag, neither theſe, . nor you, his Friend:can bears BE 
480 To whom our Lord -- —- © Believe and Wonder tee; "yr 
__ _ *« Believe and leave the reſt ro Heav'n and Me, 
- + The Stoneremovid, to Heavy he lifts his Eyes, 
And prays a while, thea bids his. Friend, iſe F. 
Tho' dead, the Son of God's dicad Voice he knows, - 
Tho' dead, at his Amighty Faice he role ; - 
A Shout the Croud amaz'd around ? ega gives, Srſaie 
< Dread Son of God, they cry, he. lives, he lives. 
Upon his Neck the raviſhd Siſters feb, 
And almoſt need anather Miracle; .- ', -: 
490 Them from their furious Tranſports to.revive, 
: | Half dead with Joy, that he's agen alive. 
: Nor here rake our meek Sawionr longer Ray, - 
: Bur from the faichleſs. Crowd withdraws: away ; 
3 Withdraws the Elders Envy to repreſs, , 
* And ſhelters in the lonely Wilderneſs. - 4.2”, Johnir.54 
| In: doing good his happy. hours. he ſpene, | 4 wo 
And fda Miracles. whete e'r he went: - 
Here liv'd retir'd, till che grear Paſch was nigh, 
When he, th' immacwlat poet] was doom'd to dic 
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Gen. 19.24. 


Then mildly back returns, devoted flill 2 500 
To do or ſuffer his great Father's Will. n 


' Deſcending' from the Olive-bearing Hb1l, 


X Rich Sijmon-him accoſts; nor long before 

Our Lord did hin to humane Sight reſtore, 

A frightful Leper he, retluſe remain'd, ea 

Till by his Word he' Health and Eaſe regain'd. 

On his Eſtate now ſplendid lives, and great, 

Near Bethany his fait Paternal Seat : | 

Nor has he yet forgot how much he owes, 

But due Reſpe# r his great Phyſician ſhows, © 510 
Him paſling near, he gently did arreſt, ef 

And tells him, 'he thar Night muſt be his Gueſt, 


Since he a little Banquet did prepare, 


And Lax'rus and his' Siſters would be there, 

He and his Twelve - Nor did our Lord deny 

His boſpitable Wiſh to pratifie,  ' 
Never moroſe or © fupercilious he ; 

His Converſe always open was and free ; 

Life's mod rate Pleaſures taſts, if in his way, 

If not, could as content, without 'em ſtay. 520 
In a cool Summer Parlar all they found 
Prepar'd, rich Tyrians Carpets ſpread the Ground, 
Hangings as rich adorn'd the ſtately Room, | 
The dear-bought Work of Sidon's noble Loom : 


On which, whilſt' on the Couch good Simon plac'd 


Our Lord and his, unſatisfi'd they gaz'd, | 
*F Which Sodom's Fate inſcrib'd fo lively bore, 

It look'd almoſt as dreadful as before: 

The Warkman's 4rt did here ſo happy prove, 

You'd think the very Figures weep and move : 530 
And there fo plain'the. flaming Cities ſhow, 

SpeFators fear, left they ſhould Statues grow ; 

Like Lot's Apoſtate Wife — See where ſhe ſtands, 

And backward throws her longing Eyes and Hands ! 

Her Eyes and Hands, from whence warm Life was fled, 
Theſe wich a careleſs ſtroke left pale and dead. 

That Cheek" that's'neareſt- freſh and ruddy ſhows, 

T other, as ſcerns,' each moment paler grows. 

Her Hair part haſt'ning Fate did ſlowly bind, 


530 And parc Nil faintly ——— he Wind : 
One Foot ſeerns rais'd; as-thence its Load 'ewonld bear, * 
But t' other, like a Statue's rooted — | 7 
uſt half transform'd, as val Strife | © # 
abr. pf chilli Eret a and thou hog, Life 
Till by degrees ſhe feem'd of Senſe | 
And ſtill the more you look'd, theleſs _ W. 
Yetin her Face, Fear, Anger, Puy ftrive; 
As $skiltul Artifts make theic Marble live : 
Not far before the good old Man appears, 
$540 Thence by his Angels haſten'd, and his Fears; 
The ſmall Remains of Sodom with him bears, 
And moiſtens with his Tears his Silver airs : 
See him ſcarce reach'd to title Zoar's Walls, 
When from black Clouds the ruddy Vengeance falls i f 
(Big drops of flaming Gold profulcly ſpear 
'To th Life the fatal Show'r did re _ ) 
See where the curſt Ibabitants loo 
As down it drives on Siddim's guilty Vale! 
See where with fearful Shricks they pierce the Sky | 
550 Almoſt you'd think you heard the wretched Gry © 
For what they long deſpiw'd; now all roo late, 
Deep ſwallow'd ia inevitable Fate, © | Geti. 196 | 
Next ſee old Jordan from above'prepare _ 
With Silver Streams, (true Silver Streams they were) 
To waſh their Walls; bur when he-heard the News, 
As fain he would the buted Task refuſe, | 
See where a while hw. Fate and theirs /he ſhuns, 
* And bending back by ſtrong Madheruws runs! 
_ His Fate in vain he ſhuns by chis ſhore ftay,: 3 
x60 Relapſmg through the Vale be glides away, 'q 
*X And makes a black uncomfortable Bay: © C 
Here wand'ring Birds above forgerto:fly, © 


And there the glitt ring Fiſhes floating lie, 

Choak'd with Sulphureous Fumes'they gaſp anddie; JIE 

The Fields around, the Regions of. Deſpair; '*- 

No Beaſt durſt graze, no Shrub or Herb grew CEA 
Above, theſe Words. | 

Writ in the aritient Hebrew ChardHters 

* Learn, Mortals hence, to dread th! Immortals tre "ne 
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All but wiſe þ "who'directs rhe E 
And Magdalen, glx ney þ Sie pe ound by 
And plenteons Tears effus'd upon ae ground, 580 


At Jeſus teet;; ; that Place: ſhe'd: have-or none, 
Unworthy: ex'n of chat herſelf: muſt own : 
A Viol'of rich Eſſence with her brings, | 
Which oace ſhe chought a Ravſom ev'n for Kings, 
*. When 'twas her Lfe, her ZHeay'n.to charm and pleaſe, 
£ iſoly'd in lawleſs Luxury and Eaſe : - 
© This or his Feet ſhe breaks, thence crowding pour 
Of þ ecious Drops 's rich, fragrant Show'r ; 
neltimable Sweets perfume 
1 Unc the Room : . 590 
gr, "which of in Curls diſplaid, 
f Ine” | Gbuins or hep made, 


To CE ale, i 

* Iſcariot chief, fhen i the Fiend 

It his baſe Soul 

Not ſo our Lord, who wich: an kak mind 

 Declares,/ rainft-bls: Funeral 'rwas delign'd : 600 


his liberal Kindneſs on him ſhown, 
| Shou'd eyer * be to 'after Ages known : © - 
©  Trembling thoſe fatal. Words th' Apoliles hear, 
Ang deep'ih a rcvolye-with atixious Fear. - 
Thar Night.at- pleaſant Bethany they ſtay, 
BA Boas 2th Lord; wha the ſucceeding day 
#: s the fair Town his careful Footſteeps bends; 
| At Bethpage met by..Crowds- of-wond'ring Friends. 
= IÞ See rhe; the height to which che cr aſpird! 
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The Life of CHRIST. 


610 610. Sec Sh the higheſt Pomp, he er. defird! |. q _— 
'-'”No Hbrſe, no Chariot him co Court mu qa | 
But a mean Aſs, bear Salems humble King: 
Sce where the gidiy Crowd juſt Homage pay, 
With nat'ral eaſje Pomp. prepare his way! .. NE Mare 31-$: 
Branches and Cloaths through all bis Paths are thrown NP 
* Borro'ing the Palms fair Garments with their own : 
Floſama al che Cry, -Hoſama loud 
Is now the Breath of all the giddy, C 7owd, 
Which ſoon they'll: change to-a ar df ron Cry; 
Soon their- Hoſanna will be Guoke? 
To him not hid, ſo. well who all things knows, 
His fickle Friends, and firm invet'rate Foes.;- |. 
Whooft znmor'd had tirn'd the. Leaves of . Fate, | 
Who meets unmov/d their Flatt ry as their Hate . y; 
When all around he with a Sigh ſurvey'd: . 
Which in unpity'd Duſt muſt ſoon be laid, 
And his great Father to avert it, pray'd, 
He back his careful Steps did' thence convey * 
From the hoarſe Tumults of the Town and Day ; 
6 30 Behind, che nojje Crowd and Streets he: leayes; 
" Him, Night approaching, Bethany receives; | | 
' His humble Couch by Innocence prepar 'd, 
While his own Menial Angels mount the Guard. 
Whact tho! all 4, tho' all pure Mind they be, 
Scarce are they earlier ar their Fhmns than he., ., 
An Hill there'is, 'which fron; with decent: Pride 
Illuftrious Sohma's bright Eaſtern | hide: 
With Groves of Olives crown'd,.an thence did claim . 
From times. unknowa its everlaſting. Name ; . 
649 * Whoſe three. Degrees each other higher bear, 
© Rivalling the three Regions of. the Air 
Whence thoſe who. to. rhe third proud Top will go 
May ſee the City andthe Clouds below: 
A lovely Yale creeps gently winding down 
And fills the Space berwixs the Hill and Town ; 
* O'ec whoſe green Breaſt deceitful: Kidron Hows, | 
A Torrent now, and now a Brook ſhe ſhows, 
And when the Earth ſcorn'd by the Dog-ftars beams 
Moſt wants her Moiſture, mo moſt ſhe hide het Streams. 
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| Nor dreamt of Joys ookichbz and bis poſleſt, 


© Powd'ring their Silver Headi with Golden Fire, 
Drawn by Celeſtial: Love's far brighter Flame 


(True Map of Worldly Foys,. fo — cheir ſtay, . 650 
So imperceptibly iy og Fo away 

*. By Chemgſh and ic runs, 
* And the wiſe Kings | ecfal Follies fluans : 
Weak'ned by Age, and by. his Wives betray'd 
Them firſt his This ren cheir Gods he. made. 
Due Ealt from theſe a Intle Pilla leaves, 
X Which flows with 04; and' thence irs Name receives. 
Gethſemane they calft, and by its fide 
Full on the Edge oth Mountains ſecond Pride, 
Lies a ſweet Garden, plcaſamly retir'd, 660 
Not for large barren Walks and Art admir d; 
No Beauties forc'd' or regular appear, 
A lovely charmi — revels here. 
Brown Walks and Mhes green around'it ran, 
Where Nature ſcorn'd' ro ak the Aid of Man ; ; 
Where the rich Olives fruitful 4bors grow, 
And Phyſic, Food and' Eaſe ar once beſtow : 
Or che triumphant Palm, for Fiftors made 
Crofs the ſweet Walks projets lovely Shade. 
[© Let others Laurels court, the Palm be mint, 670 
& Which yields ini barren Wafts both Fruit and' Wine ; ; 
<« Which riſes preſt, whoſe faithful' Branches bend 
* Of'er Rocks and Floods to meet its charming Friend. ] 

Here, while the World'lay drown'd in thoughtleſs Ke et, 


E'r Heav'ns fair (Lamp did or the Hills aſpire. 


He and his choſen Tiwelve nor ſeldom came : | __ 
Celeſtial Bbve they think, they talk, they ſing,, _ 680 
*« And on the Cherubs- Contemplations Wing, 7 | 
In Joys that Earth can neither take nor gjve ' 
ma Love's bright Face:they ſee, and live. © 
* Love is pure A#; its Tack is never done, 
This and the other-World#'s true Soul"and Sun;, 
Not that, wealt fooliſh Fire which rears its Head 
In mortal Breaſts, no fooner born than, diad;, 
Bur immarerial' bright Celb/tal Love, . 26:0 OP 
< Kindled "oh fohr of cl choſt-fair __ Mo 
| Where 
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Where holy Souls, all made of that arid. Fire, 

« Loud Praiſe inceſſent ſitig, and never tires" ©, 

But ev'n as our dim Globe inarnets'd in Night, © * 
From dregs.of Chavs made, firſt robb'd' of Light; 
Can yet reflef} bright beauteokus Beams, and ſend | 
Thoſe Rays to Heat'n, which Heav'n art firſt did lend: 
So Love Divine, "whole Circles farther run 

Than that eternal Wanderer, the Sun, 

From yon, fair Fundof Bliſs, fair Realms of Day 
Firſt throws its Szeds arourid out humble Clay: 

How ſweetly-thence' they ſpring ? how kindly riſe ? 
Claim their bigh Birth,, and meari their native Skies, 
Which \bumbler here, and. leftiet there we ſee ; 

Smile in a Flow'r, and-flokriſh in a Tree, 

And lend ſweee Philome! her pretty: Throat, 

Anſwer'd around by ev'ry Rivals: Note; 

On Buſhes, Trees ad Plains their Voice they raiſe, 
And teach _— Man his Maker's Praiſe. _ 
The heav nly Lark txem' yan:gecen Turf up-ſprings, ? 
How do l envy beth her Fa and ve. : C 
Mounts like an dngel; like ati angel fings; 

Bur little Wtight to lictle Afarter beazs, 

Soft-wafted on her own! hatrhonibur. its ; 

From thence ſurveys at tht firſt opening Dawn 

Each ſmiling Field, -and:;cvety, gilded. Eown: 

With her cach So«/-ywhom heav rly {4rddrs pleaſe, 
Shakes off baſe. Sinmber and inglorious Faſe : = 
How beauteous the ;Creation now, bow: bright 2. 
Thus roſe. tbeifa Hothl\ftotn: old Otiginal Night, | 
And thus look'd\ Paradiſesy as: | 

Thus: ek$reft Bram:)- thac Cr or Barth. did ſhine | 

O lovelieſt Efmec of [the Light Devore! '; 
Thus didfii;heu all thy/happy. Marns ituprove; 
Thou Height of Heaviily\Power and Heav'nly Love! 
Whether xa} -Tabvr: fhaop d: his Head to6-meer- 

And weleom:thither:ahy:trumpbant:Feet:y oF 

Or thou þy.hoflow Aiden tumbling Spring 
Didſt with thy faithiftl Zinelvz i high uduhems ang, .'t  — > 
Hymygifig-tls! — 2 04574 +2911 fil 
And his wing d (qurtiers {chat their Lord tolawng- i 

1 "WY While 
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| The ſpotleſs Son, your 


' In a mean Cot compos'd of Reeds and Clay, ' 


John 1 3:23» 


Devouring ev'ry Accent of thy Tongue, 
And cach bleſt Ode in a full Chorus ſung, ) 
Nor are, great King ! (thy mighty Conqueſts o'er, 
And thou receiv'd where high enthron'd before) 
Sweet Fields diſdain'd, nor need the Man deſpair, 
Who early ſeeks ev'n yet to find thee there: 
Yes, thou art here, my Maſter, thou art here! 
My buſie Heart forctold my Love was near, 
Let Earth go where it will, I'1I not repine, 
Nor can — be, while Heavn is mine. 
Forget not, if that Freedom won't offend, 
( O that he could deſerve the Name ! ) your Friend. 
Divineſt Saviour, of a ſpotleſs Maid, | 
fambleſ Suppliant aid! 
Who, e'r the dappled Morn has drels'd'the Skies, 
To your bleſt Palace lifts his longing Eyes! 
* Whether in old Terne's angry Seas, 
Neat Mona Iſle, or the blue Hebrides ; 
Or from the Face of Men remov'd away, ' 


Whilſt all around fry ies Angels hung | 


Waſting in Sighs th" ancomfortable Day : | 
Near where th' unhoſpitable Humber roars 
Devouring by degrees the neighb'ring Shores : 
Or by dear Mother Iſis firetch'd along, 

Or Father Tame he twiſt the Sacred Song ; 
Which, it your Name eternity can give, 
Shall down to Twenty long long des live. 

Return, my Muſe, and ſacred Friendſhip ſing | 
Thar moſt Divine, yer moſt forgotten Thing. ©. 
Shadow. of Heavy nly Love ! which thou doſt ſhow 
Fch* cleareſt Type that we have left below: 
But where?- Ah where is that to th' Life expreſt 2 - 
Unlully'd,; or 'by Fice'or Intereſt ? 0 
Where, if on Earth; but in our Saviour's Breaſt» 
Then we were ſure of Thee, tho' ſince unknown, 
Whether with him agen to Heav'n th' art flown ; 

In him, who far above all Mortals bleſt 
Repos'd him ſoft.on Love's and Friendſhip's Breaſt ; 
The lov'd Di/aple, who his Soul might {ce, 
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780, Where Noiſe above Sh 


770 And "RI his Heart Umoſt 2s, well, as Ze. - 
'How cloſely knit. 5 molt intimately one,” 
Next the-Eternal Father and: his on: 
A Ceſar's Title leſs my 1 Envy moves,” +... 
Than to be Ryl'd the Man wi on ' Tel s- [01 "NEB 
What Charms, what Beauties i in ce did ſhi | 


Reflefed' ever from rhe Face Divine | © a0 Gi Fe 
Love in. his Eyes, Love in his Face and Air; : 


Si more Joe: and LAs: ' 
Waters fl OW, 2 


Scarce was the Mind. witt 
Silent and deep as Cryſt: 


” Love is not loud, and if "be leſs. 2 


Ange 4 


Yer Time will ell b' hay fore chan all the 


He Jeſus lov'd, al ad they the King 0 
And triumph o'r the COnqur:c CE - 
Of theſe the Chief did. zabour*C 

- Oft in his Maſters Cauſ 00 war war f Fr 
Like haſty Uzzab, whei it ſeem'd to o 
790 His robard Hand would prop. the ok of. God ! 

* * Thus Weakneſs ; does : 
And Faith 3 


2 


* lb 


The holy Books they for not und ſtand. - 
How bad the beſt of men, how pay the Wo. 
Where heav'nly Truths dear Rays 
Mildly our Saviour did their We refs, hears, 

He knew: evi his D iſciples, M hare, wer AY | 
He knew * Was. wellmeant Zeal had ;th 


What if good*C warm and. DEE. ..: 
None dard, "lone hr ne ſujfed more Tnan 
ISR Pr Yd) s ?} TF) ; 


Who, wa: ke Zrc whe | 
Bleft Witneſſes of his Divinity 
Made the firſt Rank of wo gras to Rnd, 
Frh' head of David's Son's immortal. Band. 

An a#ive Principle inform'd their Breaſt, AS 


$ have never ſhin d ca 
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.. Oft did his Saimnt-li 
- © Bur, as ſors Taits thtx with the p pure 


$10 


The Love of Jeſs would not let *crn reſt. 
The Thirſt of Glory rricanier Souls inſpire, 
And haunt their Dreams ! theſe, nobler Things defire ; 
Nor envy ſuch as Bodtes only bind, 

While they in Trath's {bf Chairs ſecure the Mind. 
Thus whitti their jms Wee o'er, and they came down 
From Olivet to view the Sacred Toin, 

(Nor would theit Maſter always private divdl, 

Or rob che World t chiich a lonely Cell, ) 

Like him, the only biifiieſs they "delgn d, 

Was th univerſal ood of all Mankind : 

Their Charity. no Girtow limits pent, 

Open and fret, as Light or Element ; 


$20 


And as their Lizd kimſelf did not diſdain 


The Sinner arid the ale! Publica, 

So would their Ciriver/ation often be 

Wich worſe than bbch, the hai hey Phariſee, 

Vain, Supercilious, dainning all beſide, 


\ Yet oft as full of # poranice as pride, 


e* Face fot lewdue s hide : 
W Grain, 


Their Heaps of ___ ſome patks of Gold contain : 
Such as not o8ſtilately clos'd their Eyes 


830 


When the eight 7 of Rig teaſnct els did riſe; 


John 3-2. 


Ibid. 


\.* To theſe was ® 


Some glunm; ring 5 If their $a, ſome whiſpers there 
Would 7eſut "Meſſias oft declare, 

Or, if their I1failt- Path. blit:dawni 

They wiſ/d rh6' they we ſcarce Rhee, cwas He. 
oo Nico —_ RA his Saviour's ſight * 

Could rh3Kkt his baſhful Faith endiire 8 Light : 

Yer hich 4 Teacher fehe from God confels'd, 

Andg Badly y froii his Lips Wou *d learn the cell. 

* Gamatidl \ti the $f andetts read, 

By which a Life willamable he'led; 

Severely wiſe, And would kiown Yrhi 5 receive, 
Bur T7vtÞ5 wat rich'd; before he'd them believe : 
Both in the Sanbedrim of Name and. Note ;. 
Both us'>dt6 « Wor Strtate's S weighty, Pote : 
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X From his fair Birth-place, antient Rama, nam'd : 
Rama of old, but Time which changes all, 


' The Place does now 4rimathiea call, 


Who near the Town had a convenient Seat, : 
Still and retir'd, *rwas pleaſant all and neat, C 
Tho' not with pompous Statues proudly, yreat : 

Nor poorly mean, butptoper to ſupply 

The wants of Nature, not of Luxury: 


| X There borrow'd Streams from Siloam's neighb'ring Well R 


860 


870 
 Intemp'rance could nor hope to enter here; 


In artificial Showers roſe and fell; - 

With unknown Spring ſtill blefs'd the happy Ground, 
And ſpread eternal Verdure.all around, 

There antient Gilead's odoriferous Balm, 

( Mixt with tall Cedar and'triumphant Palm ) 

* Rich Balm, Judeg's Native, frequent grows, 
And with big fragrant Tears ineſtimably flows. 

A few choice Friends, with modeſt Mirth and Wine, 
X From Gaza's or Sarepta's noble Vine, | 
Here would he ſometimes meet, and wear away 
In no unaftive Eaſe the'fcorchiag day: 

Nor Vices ily Intruſion could they fear; 


For, as the wile Egyptians at their Feaſts, 
Serv'd up a Skull before their chearful Gueſts, 
Around 'em they the ſame grave Objetts lee: 


The Garden's on the fide. of: Calvary; © - 13.13" 7+ Marth. 3%. 
Won from the Waſt of Death, and wiſely there © 69: : 
| Good Joſeph built himſelf ia Sepalcher, _ -- 3079 | = ” 


$80 


Who e'r like him is virtuons, wiſe and'brave, -  - 

Dares to be chearful, tho! he: ſees his' Grave $f 

Who ſees his Grave, all Thoughts muſt needs diſdain, - 

Unworthy, Eternity co: entertain, RHo00GH [| AYIA 
Here Joſeph! did his:happy Hours\-emiploy, ' © - 

And, EAT edt is Friends tjoy Wd FON 10's 

Their Converſation noble-and refinfd,.- ©": * ms 

Fir to divert and yet improve the Mind. 

The Rules of Juſt and Right, their Weights and Bounds, 

And fix'd eternal Truth's eternal Mounds ; 


What known 6f God by'Reafon's darker Sight, 
And what by Revelation's. noon-day Light ; 


What 
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*X What: of / bimſelf+.the divine Plato knew, 
What from the ſacred Hebrew Fountains drew ; 
How ſhort of their great Legiſlator came, . 
Who ev'n to Gentile Worlds extends his Name, 
* antient Orpheus ſung ;— — 
What Rales of Life, couch'd in their Sacred Law, 
Whar diſtant Truths their antient Seers ſaw, 
Chiefly the promis'd Prince, ſo oft forctold 
By all the Holy Oracles of old. 
That great Prophetic Shiloh long deſign'd 
Vid. Lib. 2. His groaning Countrey's heavy Chains t unbind ; 900 
If this the ee of his Appearance be, 
Or if already come, =] Jeſus He : 
Whoſe Miracles they uncontefted ſaw, 
Greater and more than what confirm'd the Law ; 
Who ſpake as never Mortal did before, 
Yet all his own pure Dofrins liv'd and more. 
All ſpeak their Senſe, no angry Bigot there, 
Leſs for themſelves than Truth concern'd they were, 
And that and Reaſon only held the Chair: 
Them thus employ'd the lov'd Diſciple found 910 
In the ftill Limits of their happy Ground, 
Who with the other. Two, the Cauſe the ſame, 
Not mninvited nor unwelcome .came ; 
Who near fair Rama or old Gibeons Wall 
By Gilgal, Jericho, or Jordan's Fall 
| Joſeph had ſeen the trembling Fiends obey, 


_ And crouding Regions Jeſus own, while they 
In ſacred Water waſh'd their Sins away ; 
Theſe in the Temple mer he with him brought 
\ To teach his Friends what them their Maſter taught 4 920 
His Birth, his ſpotleſs Life, his Sacred Law,  . 
And all the wondrous Things they heard and ſaw ; 
X For now the Fourth {wife lear declining ran. 
Since he his weighty Offce firſt began. 
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Verſ: od | Sing the God] 1 muſt expect an Attack from the Critickt on account of 

my Propoſition, who may complain, that it ſpeaks too advantagiouſly of 
my Subje, repreſenting it as an immenſe Work, too heavy for an Ange! ; andthato- 
thing more can be found in the whole Book, when I'talk of ——Singing*the God; &c. 
even in the ſecond Line. To the latter Imay anſwer, That I had imjar'd my Hero 
had I deſcrib'd him other than Godas well as mar; but yet even there, I mak&<him, 
as he was, 4 ſuffering God: and indeed the greateſt part of the Propoſition is taken up 
with his Exinanition and Humiliation, his Troubles and his Sufferings, which the 
Maſters of Epic Poetry recommend. as the moſt proper 'marter for that part of 2 
Poem. Nay, I have carried him lower than ever any /Poet yet did his Here, and 
yet all agreeable to Truth, in that Vee, ** And gave bis Life when he could give no 
more. For the former Objedion, giving fo = an 1dea of the whole Fork, as well 
as the principal Hero, T hope that too may be eaſily defended, ſince ?tis in order to 
two Advantages, the firſt in the Propoſition it ſelf, viz. mentioning the Author of the 
Poem with that Mediverity which both Truth and Decency require, ** How then 
ſhall I, &c. The ſecond in the natural Connexion of the Propoſition with the Invo- 
- cation, by introducing the Divinity to my afliſtance, © O thou whoſe Word, 8c. 

12. By bs Example] One greatEnd of our Saviour's coming into the orld, was 
undoubtedly to fer us a good Example, that his Followers might learn from him 
to do good, and ſuffer evil : But to ſay, that was the chief or only End, or that 
Man could be ſav'd, or God aton'd by his Example; that his Example could be a 
Propitiation, an «ixvrgo for the Sins of Mankind, is juſt ſuch Reaſon as thoſe who 
pretend ſo much to be Maſters of it frequently put upon the World. I therefore 
inſtance in the other Ends of our Savicurs coming, teaching a more perfed? 
Law, the. Law of Faith, as S. Paul tiles it ; and principally redeeming Mankind, 
and appeaſing his Father by his ineftimable Merits and painful Death ;3 whereby, 
as our Church expreſly afferts in the Conſecration Prayer at the Communion, 
* he made a full, perfect and ſufficient Sacrifice, Oblation and Satisfa&#ion for the Sins 
of the whole Warld. 

17. And happy Years in decent Order ran. This with thoſe following, © Loft Aftrea, 
and the End of the Propoſition, * So waſt the Work, 8c. are all Imitations of Virgil, 
as any that ever read him might eaſily diſcern. | 

29. Immortal Cowley, Herbert all divine, Beheld the weighty Tagk—? Cowley in 
his beautiful Deſcription of the Angels Annunciation, and Incarnation of our Sayi- 
our, in David's Dream or Viſes: and Herbert in his excellent Sacrifice. I might 
have added more, as Craſhaw, Milton, and others, but all that T've ſeen are no 
better than Fragments ; a compleat Werk of this Nature having never yer,. thar I 
know of, been atrempred in our. Language. | "* : 

y 61.'The 
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61. The Mount of God] The Mount of the Trarisfigurationis called the Holy Moune 
by S. Peter in his Epiſtles. Nor.is there any great doubt but tharthis was Mounc 
Tabor, the Itabjrium of Toſephus, ſince moit of - the Modern: and Antients are of 
that Opinion. The Primitive Chriſtians undoubtedly believed ic, which they mighc 
eaſily haye, by Tradition, from the Diſciples : and accordingly the Empreſs Helewa 
' built three Oratories, as *tis ſuppos'd, in the very place of. the Tran;figuration, of 
which more below. | 

63. Lovelyit look'd.] Moſt of Paleſtine is, \ewen now, deſcribed, by thoſe who have 
- ſeen it, as ſo beautiful, that it's impoſlible for Poerry to mend it ; parcicularly this 
" Mount Tabor, which all.-Travellers repreſent -as one of the moſt delicious Places 
in the World. Among many ſee Curiw's Pieux Pelerine, p. 316. © Le Sommet de 

* ce Sacre Mont, Fort agreeable, 8c. The Top of this Holy Mount is extreamly | 

© agreeable and pleaſant. *Tis ſituated in the great Plain of E/drae/on, about three 

* Leagues from Nazareth, in form like a Sygar-Loaf, with a curious pleaſant Plain 

* on the Top, from whence to the For of 1t; 'tis all cover'd with Flowers, Trees, 

* and Shrubs (qui ſont tousjours verdoyants) which are always green or flouriſhing, 
& 25 Balſam-Trees, Olives, Laurels, Roſes, &c. the very natural Beavty of the 
& Flace,” as it were, inſpiring a Man with Deworion. And Lower, © This Mounc 
© ſeems to have one of the moſt beautiful ProſpeRs in the World : to the Eaſt 
« you may.ſ{ce the Sea of: Galilee, part of Stony Arabia, and the Mount of the #e- 
& atitudes. To the Weſt, Mount Carme/,. and the Great Sea (the Mediterranean.) 
_£ Narth, Bethulia, and Mount Libanw.: . South, the Plain of Eſdraelon, Mountains 
** of Gilboaz Hermon, Endor,, Naim, &c. . © : 

' 7 1. Rojal Tiberias.]J Then a. New Town, built by Herod on the Weſt fide of the 
Lake, which bears its Name (ſee next Note) in honour of the Emperor Tiberius, 
whence *twas called, as Czſarea _— in Awranitis, by his Brother Philip. | 

' 73. In numerous Boats upon the Neighbcuring Lake] The Lake of Gemezareth, fo 
famous in the New Teſtament for many of our Saviour's ſhort Yoyages ; for which 
reaſon we'll here once for all give a full account of it. It has ſeveral Names both 
Proper and Common. *Tis called a Lake for che moſt part in S. Luke, . becauſe a Con- 
flux of freſh Waters, Fordan falling into it about the North-Eaſt Corner by Chorz- 
2in and Capernaum, and, as Travellers report (which the Reader may, if he 
pleaſe, believe to prevent further Trouble) paſſes anmixe through the midſt. It's 
called a Ses by the other Evargelifts, not only for its Largeneſs, as our great Lakes 
in England are ſtiled Meers, which ſeems much the ſame ; bur according to the 
1iom of the Hebrew Language, which gives the name of Sea to all garherings rogether 
of Waters, as the Sea of 'Fazer Eaſt of Fordan, nay even the Brazen Sea belong- 
ing to the Temple, It has Four R__ Names in the Scriptures, one in the O!d 
Teſtament, the Sea of Cimmeroth, either from a Towy: fo called on its Borders, or 
from its Form, ſomething like a'Harp, in the Hebrew Cimer. In the New Teſta- 
ment *cis ſtiled the Lake or Sea of Genneſareth,, Galilee, and Tiberias 5 Genneſareth, 
either from Gan Hortus, and Nazar a Flower ; or compounded of two Languages, a 
thing commonenough, from 9s Terr, and Nazareth, a famous neighbouring Tows, 
or perhaps ſome ſinall Diſtri& thereabout : Laſtly, the Sea of Galilee, from the 
Country Fa called, waſhing moſt of its Eaſtern /ide, and gs the Towns of 
Tiberias, ſtanding between Fetopata and Tarichea, the latter of which Foferhus 
ſays had much Shipping. At the North-Weſt Corner of this Sea or Lake ſtands 
Bethſaida ; on the Ea ſide Gadara,. which tyade ſuch a'deſperate Defence againſt 
the Romans ; and near that Geraſe or Geo which names that whole ſide of the 
Country, being all the Remains of the old Nation of the Girgaſhites, deſtroyed by 
Foſhua. Foſephus makes this Lake an hundred Furlongs in Length, and ſix in Breadrh, 
deſcribing at large thereon the famous Sea-Fighr of that Country People wich the 
Romans. Our. Biddulph ſays *tis twenty four Miles long and fifteen broad ; my 
Pilgrim,” twelve long and fx broad ; meaſuring it, I ſuppoſe at different places. 

80. When paſt by Weſtern Hermon's, Oe. ] K. hmm, heie deſcribed, i; reckoned by 

Geographers the nobleſt River in Paleſtine next Fordan. It has two Heads and 

two Fal;, unleſs my Authors are miſtaken ; its largeſt Head riſes South of 7#br, 
; near 
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near. Sebaſte or Samaris, and palling this Wefern Hermon, a ſmall Mountain fo 
near Seo Welt of Fordan, not far from Gilboe, juſt arthe foot of 7ahoy, it joins 
the other Stream -which comes from the North of that 3founrain, called by ſome 
Jirtle Kiſhon. Tres two Falls are one into the Lake of Tiberies,: South of Tariches, 
the other into the Mediterranean, called inthe Scriptures the Fefern Sea, and the 
Great og diſtinguiſh it from their Inland Seas, and the great Mare Eovrm, be- 
84. Bodies and Shields and Helms promiſcuous roll'd along-] An Imitation of that no» 
ble Image in Virgs!, | | | 


——— {61 tor Simvois corregts ſub xndes YO 
Scuts Virkm, Galeaſque & fortia' Corpors volvit. 


87. Whence Carmel's Mount end Grove its Waves entice, 
To add New Beauties to that rn LE 'Y 
diſe by Feller and others : for thus he in his Piſgab, Lib. 2. p. 16x. © Asfor Carmel 
* _—_—_— *twas ſo delicious a Place, that more” Pleaſure was hardly to be fan- 
& cied than here to be found. It conſiſted of High Hills, a fruitful Vale, the 
C.olea/ant River of Kiſhon, and a goody Foreft. ' From which Carmel, as the Plat- 
" Hem of Pleaſure, many other is Fill Places areſo named. | 
' 92. Within whoſe Arms, more North, rich T 008.) Paletyruj, or Old Tre, was 
buile on the Sea-ſhore, which was deſtroyed by Nebuchadnezzer, as Sir W. Rewleigh; 
after thirteen years Siege, tho? he got nothing by it but the bare Nef, the Ibbabirants 
flying by Sea to their Colony at Carthage. After which, New Tyre roſe like a Phenix 
out of its Aſhes ; whence ſome have thoughe both Neawe and Fable take their Origi- 
nal. *Twas built wichin the very Arms of the See, the Mediterravean coming 
quite round it, by the Adyaritage of which Situation it ſuſtain'd a Siepe of ſome 
time even from Alexander himſelf, who at laſt took it with almoſt infinite Pains 
and Labour, being fore'd to make a Caufway into the Sea to ger at it, tho' well 
paid for his Labour by the incredible Riches he found therein : tho' now 'tis well 
alterd, nothing of all its proud Buildings being left, beſides aboue an hundred 
miſerable Hurrsof Turks and Moors, among vaſt Heaps of Ruines | 

103. Two deftin'd Martyrs.] S. Peter, crucify d at Rome with his Head downward, 
Ne, ee ell Flake 7 So'is interpreted by the Erangetif hinaſelf, * Beek: 
.. Iog. From awfill Thander.) So tis interpreted by the Eyangeliſt himſelf, *© Boower- 
& ges, that is, Sons of Thunder. © Becauſe, fays Walker oy enci ," they had 
more Aertle and ferrb-putting than any of the reft. 79 

124. 4j-2azing.) Here once for all Itell the Reader, that'tis not ontof neceflity 
I make uſe now and then of ſome of thoſe old Fords, whether out of a witions Ims- 
ration of Milton and Spencer, T atnin'e fo proper a Judge. All Ill ay of 'em is, 
That Town I've ever had a fondneſs for ſome of 'em , they pled me, and Gund 
not diſagreeably to my Zr, and that's all the ReaſonI can give ior uſirig *em. | 

126. Almighty Wand. * Tis a bold Epithet, but *tis, I think, Mr. Cowley's, and 
therefore I'm not to anſwer B's nor, if hewrit it, can jt need defending. 

. 134. Moſes, expiring with the Kiſs of God.] 'Tis a pretty Tradition of the Rebbies, 

That God came to Moſes in Mount P:ſzab, and took-away his Soul in a Kiſs. © |, 

135. Thus Law and P ir their Perſeioh find, &c.] Tis an Obervation of fome 
of the Fathers, That by the Appearance of Moſes ant! Ekes to our Saviour, was 
figured the Haymny betwixt the Luw,. the Prophets,” ahd the Goſpel which he they 
came to deliver. And indeed there ſeems to be mote of Solidity in this than in 
moſt of thoſe Allegorical Fancies. © | : 


alſo relate to his Reſurre#:0n and Aſcenſion into Glory, alluding perbaps 
Children of Joes $96 Paſaxt de Deperere our of Byjjs, the Book whi 
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"Tis indeed deſcribed like a Para. : 
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called, FTE their Congueſts 3 as well as Bavthep, eill they were at length) led by 
Foſhua, or, Fe/us, into Canaan, the Type of Heaver. 
178,” Hig. fe ue Robe,: :ha» New-fall'n-Snow more white] In. S. Marth. 17. 2. 


his.Face,diq ſhine as the Sun,- and his Rairgent yas white as the light. . it 
Uk *F me Splendor oo Glory with.; which his, Face: 4 was, all Nh 
CAE yl - Bl ed Body, from whence he ſhone through his Chet == « 


reces ing) fram him now,.as Virtue.at ther times,' whence they, m 
tony MI Mr. Boyl, 5nd common Obſervation tells us the Cloud; do,. when 


the Sun pierces ?em with his Rays. 

208. Three bumble Tabernacles.| One wou'd as little expe& to find the Reliques of 
thoſe three Tabernacles that S'' Petty WoulThave tnade ppon the" Mount, as to ſee Fo- 
ſeph's Hem, or the —_—_— 'S\Fearbey.” But' there 15' a. Cextaith Communion in the 


beckiq s of. thei 

the Mau neg Gi quo cab Tat 
«to this d. Fat hon chore the Ke, | 
© to S. Peter 5defire, PEE Pil | 
they \ were. wg the Remains of. three re Oran Fora . Helevin that place, once 


cover'd with a Maggs bs an es a erected into a B 
220. Such the 5 rg e that: jou the —_ wer Morn, 1 = Hs 


I FT 41 ” lefcds out of 
er I ſtributed Sun, Stars, = qrarkes _ he Bodies. 
oe 1 gr uch mh did. ; an Egy ypt come, 
And Piloted the choſen Nations home From Earth ta Heawen, &c.] Ie may 
properly, be ſaid Pilored;. becandes of thoſe vaſt Seas of Sand they were to pals, far 
re _areran in their ebbing x6 ay yo-any than, the 00 proper Sea, and ſometimes, . as 
Hiſtorians us Geallowink who is Cloud Ph;hb gives us. a very 
Cs an pr le Deſcription, much to nh, {That it roſe upover the 
& Tabernacle or midſt of .the Camp, in form of. a glorious Pillar, mounting ito fagh 
an Height, ; and tore ading to fo vaſt an Extent, that it gave a cool and comforteble 
F, £5 tp to the whole Army. 
--o3.15; Bl WhichZebedee of Cephas.J If I ſhould be miſtakenin the joint Owners of 
Gus: Tops I hope none. of their Heirs and Execators will call me.in queſjion.for't. 
ut *t1s +5 5 enough the Ship mightbelong. toeither of *em; they were fiſhing 
yery. near one, another when our Saviour firſt called four of - his "Diſciples S. Marth. 
4- 18, -” Ogg which were Zebedee's Sons, and in a Ship together wich him. - 


ad-Searoars. ); Leonfebs 'tis.a pretty way off the Lake of Genpeſarerh ; 
NE Red 't a rm-the gore beard it thicher.; . There's. an odd Story in- Kircher's 
Gee t0  omeyhere.s im that Couorey, 'on the Top of a Mountajy,\of a 


black Chou, imp W hich: if any thing is thrown, .2 horrid Tempeſt immediately ariſes. 
However Nitro: Julph 04s., Ws ours 75, WA, form Thunder _ Lightning, could 
not befetch'd any where more proba _ than from this Lake of Sodorn. | _ 
3 a. Or LEE Nature oJj, &c.] Weare ſure that there are natarsl Storms, even 
cers, Or Lakes;: thus, Harlem Meer, -as I've been inform'd by Eye-wit- 
i pn etimes be as rough as the Sea it {elf 212 
359.; As. Thrice before. | Dare to Faſhus, Joth- 3. 16. once to Elijab:: 2 Kings 
2. 8. then.to El; Ye, ibid. .1 
- 394. And Light was born fo » Chaos and ro Tore] Love was the eldeft of the Gods, 
in. pc agg S Genealogy. 
__ 409: Our Sawour and bis Eichful Family'] They mightbe. all fairbful Yer,: though 
uda: afterwards: 5 3 or if not, the, old Denominatio' majark;i will he. a 


ern Plea.. 
421. By, Magdalene]:1 know. it's controverted; whether 
FB Mey were = Nara pe s Magoal 3 'tis enough for me that ſome have been of 


t Opinion, 469. Our 
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459. Our Saviour. groan d and wept among the reft.,] Groaw'd, Joh. _ 33. Wept, 35- 


And here [ need not tel any judicious Reader that -I:feel my-ſelf fallinfinitely ſhort. 


of the Hiſtory, which I think has the moſt Texderneſs in it of any in the. whole 
Bible, excepting, perhaps that of obr”' Saviour's commending- his Mather to. his 
Friend from the Crofs, in the Nizrb Book,” the: Deſeri$riow of which Privimore ſatis- 
fied with than this here. Nor can any thing be a greater Arpument off our Saviour's 
Kindneſs and Goodneſs to Mankind than his being thus concerned athis Friends Ms:5- 
fortunes, even when he knew he ſhould foſoon remove them- | | | | 
.593- RichSimon him acceſts.] He's called Simon the:Leper, Mar. -14-:3. 

527. Which Sodom's Fate inſcriÞ d.J, *Tis impoſlible:to farniſh a-Poetical Houſe well 
(1 don't mean a Poer”s) without a Suir of Hangings; and if itbe objected againſt 
wine, that the Jews were againſt. P:Fures, much more will- ic bear againſt 
Mr. Cowley's Coloſſus over Saul*s Gate; but his Excuſe will ferye ſo well- for both, 
that]I'l-borrow it-in his own Words, in Notes -ofv 16. x. where: ſpeaking of the 
civil uſe of Images among the Jews, headds, © Whether it be :rueor no, is noto 
importance in Poetry, as long as there's any appearance of Probability. . 

558. Bending back by ſtrong Macherus runs.) Near Fordaw's fall into the Dead Sea, 


ſtands the ſtrong Caftle of Machzrus.- Weſt of which the River palling toward 


the Lake of Sodow, makes a conſiderable Flexure, bending backwards to the 
North-Eaſt 5 which Pliz ſeems to hine at, when," ſpeaking of Fordan, he fays, 
« Iyvitus Aſphalticen Lacum, 8&c. He falls unwillingly into the A/phaltire Lake, tor 
« which Nature it ſelf .ſeems to have an rin Horror. © 

' F6I+ 2nd makers black moond{ona dl Bay 'his is excellently deſcribed by Soli- 
28:,cap;38. © Longo ab Hiero eu 

© tactum teſtatur humus nigra & in cinerem fofnez. © Duo ibi oppida, Sodomur 
« nominatum alter Mm, .alterum Gomorrhum, apud quz Pomum- gignitar, guod 
& habeat ſpeciem licet maturicatis, tmanUi ramen' nort+ poteſt, nam-:fuliginem in- 
« trinſecus favillaceam ambitio. tantum extime cutis colber, - quz-vel levi caftu 
© rrefla, fumum exhalat, & fapiſcic in yagum piilyerem. 

616. Borrowing the Palm's fair Garments with their own.J A Cuſtom among the 
Fews to ſpread their Garments under Great Perſons, as an high token of Honour ; 
and, as it ſeems, a Ceremony of Inauguration, and due only to Regal Dignity: for 
thus did the Captainsto Fehu, when hey agreed with God's way of Diipoſal , and 
acknowledg'd him King. 2 Kings 9. 13. 

640. Whoſe three Degrees, &c.] Mount Oliver conſiſts of. three Degrees or Riſmgs ; 


- which, I think, Fuller, for '*tis much after his way, compares to Chancel, Eburch, 


or Steeple. - 
wig O'er whoſe green Breaſt, deceitful Kidron flows.) Thoſe that write of Paleſtine 


tell us; -che Brook Kidron, or Cedron, is: nothing but a_Maſs of Waters made out of 
Rain: which deſcended from Mount Oliver and Mount Moria, between which it 
runs, ſeparating*em from each other, and falling thence into the Yale of Fehoſo- 
phat ; that *ris ordinarily quite dry unleſs in very wer Seaſons, and about ewo or 
three daysin the Year, when there are violent Rins, and hardly any elſe, when 
the People make proviſion of Water, which they preſerve in Cifterns a long time 
in its Freſme(s and Purity. | 

652. By Chemoſh and by Moloch.] See the melancholy Hiſtory of Solowmn's A- 
poſtaſie and Idolatry, in 1 Kings 4, 5, 7- This Hill tronts the Temple, and is 
bifore, ior to the Eaſt of Feruſalem, touching upon the North; being called to this 
day the Afount of offence or ſcandal ; of Chemoſh we have little in Scripture, butthat 
he was the Abomination of the Moabites, as Milcom or Moloch (of whom vid. Lib. 
vi.) of the Children of Ammon. 7 ; 
657. Which flows with Oyl, &c.] That Etymology is generally given of it : and 

_ the Pilgrim ſays, ?tis call'd to this day the Garden of Olives, from nine great Olives 
"ſtill growing in it, tho” he places iton the loweſt Hill, and Eaſt of it, Fuller on 
-theſecond to the North-Weſt thereof, whom I follow. 

 '6B4. Love is pure Adt, &c.] If this Digreſſios of Divine Love be thought too long, 
*tiseaſily turn'd over, (tho'4could not perſuade my elf co ſtrike it our, auſe it 
may pleaſe a pious Mind. 747. Whather 


© OTEIE TEES | 


olymis receſſr criſtis ſinus-pandirur, quem de ccolo 


| Notes 07 7he Firſt Book. 


947- Wherber is old Terne's angry Seas, 8c.] The Iriſh Seas, about Angleſey, Men, 
PW Where the Author hag this Work, ſince compleated in ſeveral Gaſts of 


"$42: Gamaliel in the Sacred Pandedts read. ] *Tis certain our Saviour himſalf as 
well as his Diſciples, - convers'd with ſeveral of the Phariſees, nay he did ſometimes 
eat with one.of the chief of them. ?Tis as certain Gamalie] was not very averſe to 
his Pe&rine, from bis Di/comrſe in the A#s concerning it... From whence 'tis pro- 
bable he might be preſent at thoſe Conferences concerning our Sayiour, and Pm 
oblig'd to take care for no more. b PT | | | 

850. From bis fair Birth-place, ancient Rama nam'd.] Ramathaim Zophim, in E- 
phraim, where Samwrl liv'd, and whence moſt agreed Foſeph was nam'd. 
''858. There borrowed Streams from Siloam's neighbouring Well.) The Well or Fountain 
of Siloam riſesat the North-Weſt Corner of Feruſalens if the Scale and Maps are 
right ; not above Five hundred Paces frem the foor of Calvary. FEA 
- - 864. Rich Balm, Judza's' Native.) Uni terrarum Fudes conceſſum, ſays Pliny of 
this Behm, thats, it only grew there originally, for *rwas afterwards tranſplanted 
to Rome and other places. | 
- 867. FromGaz2*s, or Sarepta's noble Vine, ] Famous among Heathen Authors, 
whence Silonius, : = 

| Vina mihi non ſunt Gazetica, Chia, Falerna, 

. LQuatque Sareptano palmite miſſa-bibas. 

890. What of / wad tle Dive Plato knew.) Vid. yonnbu ws vi. | 
' $94. By amtient eus ne] That his *r4egyuis is Moſes , few queſtion, and 
that the Verſes which bearhis Name contain at leaſt bis Tredztions, is, I think as 
generally granted. j7, edt, 
923. Fir now the fourth ſwift jear.] AnTmitationof that of Yirgi, inthe Con- 
Eluſion of his Firſt Hg F rt 

| a— Nam te jam ſeptime portat 

Omnibus errantems role & A Gibas aſter 


THE 


ARGUMENT 


OF.THE 


Second BOOK. 


T. Peter begins the Relation of our Bleſſed Saviour's Life, which he opens 
with the Prophecy of the Mefſieb's Birth, the Accompliſbment of Daniel's 
Weeks, the Sceptre's departing from Judah, and the Tyranzy of Herod ; 
where St. John reminds him of the Preparations for our Saviour's Birth, the 
Angels Salutation, &c. which he thereupon repeats at large, as Joſeph, the 
Herken of the Bleſſed Virgin, had formerly done it to Zebedee and him. 
Joſeph*s Chara&er of her before their Marriage, whom having obtain'd of hey 
Father Heli, before they came together ſhe. was found with Child of the 
Holy Ghoſt. His Paſſion thereupon, and Reſolution to be divorc'd, till 
admoniſh'd by an Angel of her Purity and Innocence, and the manner of her 
| Conception: on which he asks Pardon for his unjuſt Cenlures, and deftires 
her togive him an account of that miraculous Tranſattion, The Virginrelates 
the Appearance of the Angel, his Ave or Salutation, and her Conception by 
the over ſhadowing of the Holy Spirit. Joleph goes oz and gives the Chara- 
fer of agood Wife in the Bleſſed "og and the Hiſtory of his traveling with 
her to ſee their Couſin Elizabeth, who tho? old and barren, the Angel hgy told 
her ſhould ſhortly have a Childs. The Way to Geba, near which liv'd Zachary 
«nd Elizabeth. The Deſcription of Zachary's pleaſant Seat, whom they find 
dumb at their Arrival, The Salutation of Elizabeth to the Bleſſed Virg#s. 
Two Digreſſions, #0 the Virgin Mary and her late Majeſty. The Birth and 
Circumciſion of John the Baptiſt : his Father Zachary recovers his Speech, and 
gives an account of the Occaſion of his flrange Silence, and the Angel's 
Prephecy concernirg his Son : his Song from the firſt of St. Luke. Joſeph 
and the Virgin return to Nazareth, aud make Preparations for her Sox's 
Birth : whence being recalled by the Edi of Auguſtus, they go for Bethlehem : 
« Deſcription of the pleaſant way thither, and of the ms remarkable places 
0n the Road, Rachel's Tomb, David's Well, &c. They ive at Bethlehem 
| Uiteat Night, and can find no Lodging. Her Travail ZProaches. Joſeph's 
concern for her. He conduits her into a Cave without the Town, Our Savi- 
our's Birth. Fhe Angels attend him. The Shepherds come to the Cave early 
in the Morning to adore him; and on Joſeph's wondring how they heard the 
Ners, two young Shepherds, Strephon and Claius, give him the Relation, 
after they ha1 ferg « Caroll oz that Subjef, The Angel's Song at the Nati- 


vity. The Preſentation of our Savionr at the Templ:, where old Simeon 
. finds 


32 The Contents of the Second Book. : 


Mm 


finds him. His Song or the Nunc dimittis.s The Teſtimony of Anna the 
Propheteſs: the Journey of the three Kings, condutted by aStar to Jeruſt- 
lem, and enquiring of the place of our Sxviour's Birth, which Herod, pre- 
tending Devotion, asksof the Sanhedrim; Gamaliel remembers the paj/z2e 


' and repeats their Reſolution in the Prophecy of Micah, and that "twas to be 


at Bethlehem. Thither Herod diretts the Kmmes, deſiring they'd tet him khow 
as fcon as they found. him, en pretence he'd follow and vorfop him. They 
find the Infant, adore and preſent him ; Fut warn'd by aViſon,” retirn in- 
cognito #0 their own Country, wot calling at Jeruſalem. Herod being diſap- 
pointed and enraged, orders the Murder of the Inhocents. Joſeph is warned 
by an Angel to flee into Egypt with the Child and his Mother. As they are 
going by Night they look back from a Hill me the Town, and, by the Light of 
Torches ## the Streets diſcover the Maſſacre of the Infants : whence they 
haſten to Egypt. - The Way thither, Syrbon Lake, Tombof Pompey. They 
ps by Memphis, «nd the Pyramids, and fix at Babylon. The Death of 
Herod. Their Return, and Retirement to Nazareth, for fear of Archela- 
us,  Herod's Sox. Oar Sawour's Carriage in.bis Childhood : his going to, Fe- 
ruſalem at the Paſſover with his Parents, and Diſputation in the Temple with 
the Dottors znd Heads of the Sanhhedrim,. which Nicodemus calls ro mind, 
avd that he prefided in'the Schools ut: that time, giving 4 Charatter of our Sa- 
viour. St. John re/ls *em how mach \he was ſince aduantageonſly a'terea, 
and: ſo affettionately deſcribes him, that Nicodemus 3s d: firous to wait on 
him, and St. John offering to conduit him  thither, the Campany break up, 
having appointed to meet again the next Morning, in order to hear the reſt of 
our Saviour's Aitions. | ; ; 
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X [REC LL filent ſtood, when Rama's Lord had® 


Ra. done, 
S = Till in the midit Bur Jonas thus begun : = at. 16.19; 
WY * So, when our Prince ſhall Jrael's Throne 
= regain, | | 
- WOmay 1 by his fide for ever rei 
As nought but chaſt and ſacred Truths I te 


Chaſt. as that Virgin-womb wherein he once Y durell : 

Admir 4gby Friends, by Enemies confeſt, Luke 8. 28. 

Which theſe, which Fame, which all che World atteſt : 

By Reaſon voucht, and many a mighty Sign, Torn r. 45- 

ad Humane Faith and Oracles divine ; wer 6 ak : 
7 To 


34 - The Second Book of 


To you not hid: for 1/rael's Maſters can't 
Of what all ; airs knows, be ignorant :. 
Nor can we doubt, but clearly you diſcern 
Thoſe ſacred Truths which from your Lips we learn; 
That now the promis'd happy Days appear, | 
That the Meſfia's Kingdom mult be near ; | 
Dan. 9.24. This Heaw'n-lov'd Danel's myſtic Weeks contain, 


Vid. Meds Whoſe End begins th” anointed Princes Reign, 
7 7 \. © From whole wiſe Books his ſacred Name we gain : 
"4: 1:25" X Thar Period paſt, our Rabbies all declare, 20 
And come he'is, or we muſt now deſpair. 
This Iſrael's Groans confeſs, their Freedom broke, 
And ſhoulders worn beneath a foreign Yoke ; | 
By that fell Idumean Wolf oppreſt, * 
Gen. 25.25. Who red with blood his ſavage Sire confeſt, 
' Who did revenge old Faſas's ſhame and ſtain, 
Gen: 27-35, And his ſupplanting Lord ſupplant again. : 
j Diflembling Piety ; our Temple rais'd, F 
But that-him/elf, not God, might there be prais'd : * 
With human Blood the bluſhing Pavement dies, 30. 
And makes th' Fiigh-Prieſt himſelf a Sacrifice : * ie: 
| And big with Crimes, O Shame, O deep Diſgrace ! 
hw q oſeph. Deſtroy'd the Ha/monean Royal Race : 
Bell Fudzic. By him our total Bondage did begin ; 
He firft inviting the fierce Romans in ; 
Their Idol-Eagle to our Temple brings, * _ 
 Antiq. Lib, Who percht on proud Antonia, claps Fi Wigs : 
2 ro, 9 my Juda no more gives Laws, no more is 1/7ael free ; * 

'43® Nay, ſcarce enjoys the Name of Liberty : x: 
Luke 2:1. FEnrolfd and tax'd, and humble Clients made, 49 
Vid. Zeſzpb. Our Subſtance (eiz'd for the Imperial 4id ; * 

58.77, All that the Thrant left, we had our Share, 
Which my fierce Country cou'd not tamely bear: = _... 
You know the reſt, Our unſucceſsful. Fight T 
AR 5-37 And Slaughter under the bold Gaxlonite: 
Not ſo our Princes humble Parents, they 
| Hadlearn'd, like him, to ſuffer and obey: 
Tho' both deduc'd, from David's Royal Stem, - 
And the true Heirs of 1/raet's Diadem; * © \ 


DO —— 
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' 50 Andeither Houſe their clear Succeſſion brings | 
From a long Race of Prophets and of Kings : _ b. 
| So great a Change by Fateand Time is made, - 
From David's glitt'ring Throne to th' meaneſt Trade, = "_ —_ 
For ſuch good Joſeph us'd, with honeft pain | wang = 
- His ſmall, yet ſacred Zouſhold to ſuſtain, _ 
Till thence by th' Edift call'd — Bur firſt declare, 
Says John, what our great King's Forerunners were, 
(If all our Words for Credit may prevail ; ), | 
The wond'rous Meſſage, and the wond'rous Hail! 
60 Well interrupted, feryent Cefhas cries, 
None better can relate thoſe Prodigtes ; 
Which oft I've heard the Good old. man: repeat, 
Joſeph himſelf, as on an Oogy Seat 
- Againſt che ſounding Beach: mans we lay, 
To taſte the gentle Breeze, after a ſcorching Day : 
What Wonders did the rev'rend Sire declare ? 
Once I remember Zebedee was there : + 
We preſt him both to tell us what he knew, 
He yields, and vows by the great Name 'twas true: 
20 Then, thus began ; — When Youths freſh Bloom was paſt, 
*X And brought of ſeven Sabbatic Nears the laſt: .. + 
Advis'd by Friends, I ſought a virtuous Wife, 
To ſhare and ſoften the Fatigues of Life: 
From all that Nazareth accounted: fair; 
( And many a blooming Beauty triumph'd there) 
Old Fli's Daiighter did the Garland bear: <> 
* From the ſame Spring our kindred blood we drew, . 
| And what's our Rij/e can, be. unknown to few: ', + 
From David, he by Nathan brings his Le, C "W 


8 AndI, by Solomqn, deducing mine... 

As did the Root, 10 now the Branches join : 

Gladly he gives, what I as gladly take, Do, 

Agreed, we ſoon the ſolema Contra make :.'\,; ,. Match.r.18. 
All envy'd me, all thought divinelybleft,,  .  , Eko 127 
When of the charming heavenly. Maid poſleft ; _ ,,.,: : 

For ſhe was fair beyond all Mortal Race, .. |... _ 

And ſomething more than human in her Face: ©, 

Endu'd with all her Sexes. Charms: and more, |. -;.... 

Which yet wichout their Yanity ſhe wore.. COET 

N So F 2 © Neves 


| The- Second Book of 1 


Never a Mind ſo bumble and ſo great, 96 
Since Eden's loſs, ſo fair a Body met - 

Nay, had ev'n Eve's been ſuch, our Sire had been content ; 
And ſcarce cou'd Eder's Loſs it elf lament: 

&« Tender, not. fond, prudent, yet-not preciſe ; * 

«© Tho' wiſe, not thought ber ſelf for me too wiſe: 

© Content with our low ſtate, nor vainly ſtood 

« Upon her Ryyal Rare, or antient Blood: 

&« Secrets in bers, as ſafe as in my Breaſt ; 

All form'd beyond ty wiſh, to make me bleft. 


But what did moſt o jy and triuniph bring, - 100 
Th' illuſtrious Gem in her bright Yartaes ring | 


Was her Angelic Chaſtity; not Eve 
Gen. 4.1,2, E're ſhe did Adam, her the Fiend deceive, 
3, 4,56 When firſt ſhe ſprung from our great Parents fade, 
Gm. 2-22 Not ſhe her felt a puter Yirgin-Bride, © © 
Gueſs but how ſtrangely then I was amaz'd, 
Nor could believe my zyer —< agen Tt gaz'd, 
When in my Arms the trembling Fair I claſpt ; 
= Bur ſtarted back agen— 
As one who in green Herbs a Serpent graſpt: : 110 
| Whenon the folk trhanphant Nuptial Night 
Matt. 1. 18, I found her pregnant, now 'twas plainto frobt. * 
When ſhe was falfe—— | 
Whom all did above all her Sex prefer, 
What did I then, blafpheme of them and Her ? 
What Yengeance for my mjur d Lepſ rb? 
And yet that Love-deny'd to let nie hate. 
Reſoly'd, tho! yet I kiew not how, 2 part ; 
« And, if 1conld, free my unhicky heart : 
Reſoly'd to tear the perjur'd Charmer thence, 120 
Ibid. v. 19, Divorc'd frota her, as ſhe from Hinocence. 
FIN Thus, ſtung with: Thdignation and Deſpair, 
 Notevn her Tears conld longer keep me there © 
Far from the Nuptivil'Room, I[ruſl'd away, -- 
* And on the ground a'widdow'd Bridegroom ay : 


Where gentle ſkep, tho' call'd, long'from mefled; 
My reſtleſs thoughts tintafie as 'mry Bed: 
And twice the chieetful Harbinger of Day + 
Had lope his Wings, 4nd warn'd'the Shades away, 


Warn'd 
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130 Warn'd me, as uſual, but-vain to riſe, _ | 
E're watchful Grief. ence let me cloſe my Eyes ; 
"Till ſudden ſlumbers mae at laſt ſurprize. | 

I dreamt, —— but ſure 'rwas more, as by th' Event 
Appear'd, I ſaw a glorious Watcher ſent, 

Glorious as cer to Man glad news did bring ; 

He touch'd and rais d me with his Purple Wing, 

Then thus began, — © Great Branch of Jeſſe's Stem! 
« Fir of thy Father David's Diadem ! Matt. 1:56; 
«« What reſtleſs Thought, or what unhandſom Fear, 


140 © From thy nſpotted Bride, detains thee here ? 


X © On whoſe fair Soul no thought of: 1il's impreſlt ; 
<« Pure as the Flame that warms an Angel's Breaſt. 

« As for the root of all thy jealous Cares, 

« That wond'rous ſacred Burden which ſhe bears ; 
<« The divine Spirit alone, did that infuſe, 

« And I my ſelf was ſent to tell the News 

« To her, as now to thee; and cer the Moon 

* «© Five Courſes more thro' her ſhort Orb has gone, 
<« She ſhall be bleſt with a miraculous Son; | Luke 1. 30; 
» © Jeſus his ſacred Name long ſince deſwgi'd, 35+ 

«© The mighty Saviour he of loft Mankind. 

He ſaid : I trembling wake : no more h' appears. 

But his laſt words, methought, ill ſounded in my Ears : 

Rouzd from my humble Conch, I ſofcly.come 

With ſacred Horror to the Nuptial Room ; 

Fix'd more than half a Statwe at the Door 

I ſaw and fov'd far fiercer than before, - | £ 

And gaz'd and figb'd, butidar'd attempt no more. 

Her Beauty fed, but reverence check: my Fire ; 


166 And ſtill Ilov'd; bur durſt nor ſill defir. Eu "OO? 


Heav'ns ! how ſhe looks ? how lovely till-appears ? 

For ſtill, merhinks, I ſee——how charming, ev'n ber Tears ! 
X ( Thus the ſweet Roſe js ans heav'nly hue, 
Whepa bending wich big draps of naorning 'dew. ) 

Nor cou'd I'gueſs,' till I approacht more nigh, 
Whether they ſprung from Grief or Extaſe: 

She bluſht and in my Bofom hid her face : 

( The modeſt Bluſh, contelt not Gwilt, but Grace ). | 


Conjuring 
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Pſal. 85.10, 
II. 

Iſa. 9.6. & 
If. per fot. 
GF. 25» 


Cant. 8. r. 


| Revolving deep thoſe dark Decrees of Fate 


Conjuring mae, by all I once thought dear, 
E'er I condenm'd her, her Defence to hear : 
Infiſt no more, I cry'd, on thy Defence ! 
Fleavy'n has already clear'd thy Innocence : - 
An Angel-Form, not you your ſelf more fair, 
Did late th' indubitable Truth declare : | . 
Bright, injur'd, lovely Maid !-no longer grieve ! 
Dry thoſe vain Tears, and, if you can, forgive ! 

Then Heav'n has ſhewn, ſhe ſaid, whar I conceal d ; 
The mighty Secret, is at laſt revea['d: | 
A Secret, which whocer attempts to tell, 
Wou'd need © oblige belief another Miracle. 

By qur-cbaſt Loves I cry'd, much injur'd Fair ! 
And by that ſacred Burthen which you bear, 
Conceal not ought, nor my Suſpicions fear, 
Since nothing now, but I'm prepar'd to hear. 

She yields, and thus begins 

Three Moons are gone, 

And now the fourth ſwift Orb is rolling on, 
Since in my Father Heli's houſe I fate, 


1Lo 


L 90 


Our ſacred Books contain, that wondrous year, 
Which all our learned Rabbies think ſo near ; 
Above the reſt then claim'd my thoughts and care, 
Our promis'd Prince, and Heav'ns Almighty Heir ; 
Who Faith and Truth and Juſtice ſhall maintain, 
And bleſs all Nature with his peaceful Reign: 
While from the Rocks live ſtreams of Honey flow, 
And voluntary Palms and Roſes grow : 

Thrice happy ofc I call'd andcounted her, * 
Who at her Breaſt the Infant King ſhould bear ; 
As oft I thought what bumble Gifts I'd bring, 
What Preſents to adore the Infant King : 
How bleft, it in my Arms I might bur bold, | 


..-. 200 


Or in his Cradle, innocently bold 1b + 
Seize the young Canqu'ror, and by fweet ſurpriſe i 
Might k/s his lovely Cheeks and heavenly Zyes/!-.'- 
Thus muſing, ſudden/Glories me ſurround: |; . * 
From the clett Skies a Jonth with Sun-beams\crown'd .. 
103 | More 
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210 More lovely far, than all the Race.of Man, 


4 — . 


Deſcending ;/wift, bow'd low, and thus began: ... 7s, 


X © All bail! belov'd of Heav'n!-and full of Grace! 73, uy 
« More bleft,. more loy'd than all thy charming Race ! 1" oth; --* 


« Who, thou, thy. ſelf muſt that great Mather prove, 
« Which was ſo late thy Ervy and thy Love:. 

« Nor ſtartle at the Meſſage I declare! , 

« Thy YVirgin-womb an Infant God muſt bear : 


 « That promis'd Prince who ſhall che World regain; 


220 


230 


240 


«© Andover all his Father's Empires reign : 


<« Breathing Conception on thee from above : 
&« Jeſus his ſacred Name long ſincewlefign'd : 
«The mighty Saviour he of loſt Mankind ; $ 
«© Th' Eternal God in mortal mould confin'd : 5: 
« And if thy Infant-Faith wants Evidence, 
« Indulgent Heav'n has ſent thee. proof from Senſe : 
<« 4ped Elizabeth, who did deſpair _. | 
& Like Sarah; _ to t prccnadgeth 
« Six Moons already paſt, is pregnant grown, 
« And ſhall be ble wich a lone Sou 4 
« Believe me, Sacred Maid! My Words are true, 
<« For he who ſent me here, can all things do. 

He ſaid, and, whilſt an 41/wer I prepare, 
He wings his way to Heay'n thro” trackleſs Air : 
I after gaz'd, as o'er the Clouds he trod, | 
And cry'd O lovelieſt Form ith Hoſt of God ! 
X My Faith I not refuſe, nor yet ſuſpen 


To what my Reaſon: cannot comprehend : 


Be thy great Maſter's words without delay 


Fulfil'd "T's his to order, mine © obey. _ 
Scarce had I ſaid, and he no more appear'd, 
When ftrait a fill ſmall whiſp ring ſound I heard, 


Like that a ſolitary, Ear, perceives, 
When gentle Zephyr ſtroaks the velvet leaves : 
With thus, celeſtial Fragrancies perfume, 

And ſcatter Paradiſe around the room : 
Enwrapt i'th' od'rous Cloud, a while I lay, 
Whilſt a ſoft air thro' all my veins did tray, - 


(ors We 
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Luke 1. 28; 
Mt 30+ 
be 7 > 

32, 33- 

5. 


Ibid. & * 
Mat'. 1. 273: 


36. 


37. 


Thro' 
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Conception, 


Thro' my warm Heart in new ſtrange Pulſes move, - 


And melt my raviſh'd Soul wich heavenly Love : * 
Hence this ſtrange Burthen now ſo plan to. view, 2 
Which Heav'n its Author has reveal d to you ; C 
And from thar moment, I a Mother grew. 

She ſaid, new Aves [| almoſt prepare, 


Nay, hardly Adoration cou'd forbear : 


Luke 1. 39. 


Ju3ith. 


. 2 Sam. Io 


And 


Thence to my wiſhes and my arms deny'd, 

A Yirgin-Mother and a Virgin-Bride; | 

She grac'd my humble Roof, and bleft my Life, 

Bleſt me by a far greater Name than Wife : * 

« Yet ſtill I bore an undiſputed ſway, F 

&© Nor was't her:task, but pleaſure to obey : 

« Scarce thought, much leſs cou'd a8, what Edeny'd ; 

« In our low houſe there was no room for Pride : 

&© Nor need I cer dire what ftill was right, 

« Still tudyd my Convenience and Delight. 

<« Nor did I for her Care ungrateful prove, 

« Buronly us'd my Pow'r troſhew my Love : 

© What cer ſhe askt.I gave, without reproach or grudge, 
<« For ſtill ſhe Reaſon ackt———and I was Judge : 
<« All my Commands Requeſts at her fair hands, 


 * And her Requeſts to me, were all Commands : 


« To others Threſholds rarely ſhe'd inclme, 
« Her Hquſe her pleafure was, and fhe was mine ; 


* Rarely abroad, or never, but with me, 


© Or when by Pity call'd, or Charity ; 


Theſe did to old Elizabeth invite, 

Friendſhip's and Kindred's Bonds with thefe nnice : 
O'erpower'd at length ſhe yields, and my conſent 
And company obtain'd, we onward went : * 

The fam'd Bethulia foon behind us leave, 

Riſhon's Fords our weary Feet receive : 
Thence faral Gilboa's high Cliffs we croſt, 
Where David's much lamented Friend was [oft : 
Thro' Ephr im's Lot our courſe directing down 


' Kings 16. Near the zew Walls of Shengr's antient Fown, * 


24 


John 4. 5. 


See Gen. 34. 
t, 


By Shechem where good Jacob once did dwetl, 
Near Dothan's Plain and Sychar's antieme Well, * 
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X And Coiaind $:proud; Altar, rajs di in ſoit,” 


Accursd by ever) y faichful Iſraelites.) 


By Fericha:add Babel next we paſt; . 
Th: firſt- 


X And the third. Noou;. where Siloam 


Diſcover antient Salew's ſacred Wally 3**: © 

Which leaving on the lefr, our cow ſe" APN 
X To Geba-Town ourliale Journeys cad bated Ut POTS 
_ Near which; upon an caſie Hill we ſes” OE = (191. * 2 Sam$.23, 


rk þ n 
ally glls-" 


X The pleaſant Seat of aged Zachary? 


"Twas neat, not-proud; for We," not Nr »- Fats L. 7; 
X Such as an humble Country Prieftibeeame';" | 
He ſaw rich Fields below, which' ſhould be ay 
Detain'd, by Sarrilege and Avarice: > Ks 90] Ab | 
For Geba did of right 10 th Pretty belong, NY i by : Joſh. 21.19: 
Tho' Power and Time muſbjuſtific the wrong : wa 
He ſaw, more griev'd than! 
And only pity'd choſe who ajur'd hits : - 
With his own ſmall paternal Fidlds content; IS WC 
Enough for Want, / not: Lyxivy they lent; \ 
Bleſt by their Mafter's Pray rs and' whcekfal Bb | 
And honeſt Servants catefut Induſt: SOLE 
*F A Cryſtal Stream which from the Meuntaites file, 
Whole Waters-o'er:the licalchy Gravel roll, - 
Before the Gate didgenily' murm'ring "I 
Gilt by che kindly Beams &ch* rifing Sun 
The Weſt a fair and ſpaciaus Proſpe® yields, © © |! 
Where'\the-pleas'd:Zye-is Joſt' in Woods and Rlds-s $3 tf 
Fromthe peak North the Mountairis- Summit ſhields; 
An Olive-Grove the Southern Fats defends; © 
Which ſhade, and. Fruit, | Pleaſure and Pro (ron LT 
Beyond whoſe Barders, whete the Hil inclines"” \ © 
'Tis richly coverd:o'er wich: duff ring: Vines.” * 
Thither arriv'd, old; 
And art his haſpitable Table: plac; ; 
All figns of welcome, 'wanting' 
Nor had he thoſe; ;this Reaſon only kriown, + | 
H'had ſome ſtrange Pifion-in the Temple ſeen, HED 
* And ever {ince as ſtrangely filent been: atdcpark 


* 
F'3 


wry ar” = = 


4 £4 24 WA; 


ach'ry both embrac;” 


, \ ] 


Gb ret” 


"mn ſo Eliza, ML tO NKRET-US rg), 


r_—_ ,, . 
” \ TT a i. 
z? » ; 347 
% 
ws 
* 


# b% M3 


OF- A 


? 44% * 


*%% - . 


| | E- Luke 1. 22, 
G And 


— 


"The Second Book of 


X And to the Virgin thus, inſpir'd began :. | 
Elizabeth's © Bleft above Women ſhall thy Title be, 330 
Salutation: « And yet more bleft, thy wond'rous Child than thee! | 
39.10 45- © Whence is't the Mother of my God ſhould grace. 
« With her 'high Preſence ſuch an humble Place > + 
<« Nor ſooner did my pleas'd and raviſh'd Ear, 
« Bleft Virgin ! the;melodious Accents hear 
« Of thy lov'd Yoite, but my prophetic Boy, 
&« Perceiv'd, and bounded in my Wombfor Joy. 
& And bleſt is ſhe, whoſe noble Faith like thine, 
" Expo all Fon of \ os Power divine : _ 
< Speedy performance thall thy Wiſhes crown, © 2240 
Fe Fad 15x Ages ſpred thy {7.7 way ge Y " 
The Pirgin heard, Heav'n, not her ſelf ſhe rais'd, 
Kind Heav'n in everlaſting Nunibers prais'd. 
Amidſt theſe. holy. Hymns, which all around 
From Saints and Angels in thy Praiſe refound, 
Thrice bleſſed Maid! - may there be room tor me 
- To throw my Mie into- the Treaſury ? 
As Heay'n did thine, my humble Gifts approve ! 
And ſince I have no Lambs, accept my Dove ! 
- © Fail Mary ! may thy Glories {till prevail ! * 350 
« Great Mother of ny- God and Saviour, Hail ! | 
<« More bleſt than all our loſt Forefathers Line... + 


Luke 1; 28, © Bleſt above all our Sex,” as well as: thine ! 
42. & Above all Mortals, only not divine! 
<« Only below thy Son I thee confeſs, | 
© And thoſe who make thee more, but make thee leſs. 
_ « Midfſt:your triumphant Zauds, if ought you know, 
« Ought that concerns our weary World below, 
e© Permit theſe Praiſes far beneath your due, 
& 'This humble Yerſe to be i/crib'd to you ! .- "660 
« Still wear they your loy'd Name as their defence, 
« And borrow Immortality from thence ! | 
? « And after thee, O full of Charms and Grace ! 
_ &« Let our great Mary fall the ſecond place | 
4 <« For other Queens long may'ſt thou look in vain, 
&« Others like her, to fill thy glorious/Tram, 
& Fiumble like thee, like chee of Royal Line, 
© Her Soul to Heay'n ſubmiſs, and bow'dlike thine | 
al : « Fleay n, 
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« As a fit Manſion for ſo fair a Mind. 
« (Sure none can e'er be Traitors, but the blind) 
* Which gave her Eyes that Love. and Awe inſpire, 
« And cheer the World like the Sun's vital Fire : 
« O may they —— but that ſawcy Wiſh muſt dye ; 
&« He melts his Plumes, who dares attempt ſo high t 
« Yet T1l wiſh on, Retreats are now too late, 
« And, Icarus, I court thy noble Fate—— 
« May they on theſe my humble Labours ſhine 
« With their kind Influence gild each happy Line, 
<« Indue with purer Forms the coarſer Ore, 
« And ſtamp it Bullion, tho' 'twas Droſs before. 
Sweet Muſe return ! to nobler Strains aſpire ! 
And touch, with urmoſt Art, the heay'nly Lyre ! 
With Seraphs ſing, his glorious bumble Birth, 
Who rais'd the beauteous Pile of Heav'n and Earth! 
What reverend Joſeph on his 0oxy Seat, 
What zealous Cephas did from him repeat ; 
Attent and pleasd his Auditors appear ; 
The more they beard, che more they wiſh to hears 
He fervent, thus goes on —— 
Theſe, more than friendly Salutations paid, 
With old Elizabeth a while we ſtaid, 
X Till thrice we ſaw the Silver Cynthia's Wane, 
And thrice ſhe fill'd. her various Orb again; 
When the good Matrons welcom Pains begun, 
Who in her Arms ſoon held: a wondrous Son : 
* Her Kindred much admiring, round her ſate, 


& Heay'n, which Immaculate her Form deſign'd, 


390 And her ſo rare a Bliſs congratulate : 


And when they ſaw the cighth bleſt Sun ariſe, 
Prepare the wond'rous Child ro circumciſe: 

His Father's Name they gave, with kind preſage, 
As Hope and Staff of his declining Age : 

And add their Prayers, that he as well might be 
Heir of his Yertues, as his Family. | 
Well pleas d Eliza bow'd, and wiſh'd the ſame ; 
With Thanks, to all agreeing, but the Name. 
All wond'ring,. thus did the inſpir'd proceed, 
It muſt be John, tor ſo high Heav'n decreed : 
I G23. 


Luke 7, 56. 


58. 


Gen. 17.'2, 


Luke 1. 59% 


62 His == askr, with { peaking Eyes and tied: 
X Of thoſe around Taller and Style demands ; - 
And when ith' duftile Wax he'd ſtamp'd his mind, 
"The Name his Mather, gave, ſurprix'd we find: 

= Yet more, his Lips xnlag/d when Aymns he lung, 
And all rhe Houſe Fn Hallkelujohs rung : 
 Trembling yoe ask, an. his reply intent, 

Whart his ſtrapge Speech, and Rranger Silence nn! 
He thus —- 
Luke 1.10, As] with Incenſe did attend, 
0% | tow great Gabriel in the Flaws deſcend : 
Of all who dearly {ove and guerd Menknd, 
| There's not a mightier or a fairer mind : 
One hand he on the trembling Altar laid, 
The other raisd me fram the ground akaid ; : 
Th' All. wiſe, ſays he, ' bas heard thy piers Pray r, 
: And thy Elizs (ball eminace an, Flew : 
13, 14 TJobn be his fins Name, and Joy-and Mirth. 
| Shall fill chy ZJaſe. at his miraculous Birth : 
Still dear in the Moſt igh's imparyial fight, 
15 Devoted an abitemigys Nazarite. 
Ibid. Divine Illapſes daily he'll receive, - 
As much as he:can. take; or Heaun can give: 
T' illuminate his pure and-piercing mind, 
For that great Wark to. which. by. Elkavin defrgre'd. 
His Word like Thunder (hall the: World affright, 
Expoſing guilty, Souls, t@ conſgighs; Light : Fo 
While crowds of Penitents theis Grimes: (hall mourn, 
16. 'To Godat onge, atid.to them/alvaxreturn. . - - 
The Prophet who prepares the: Sqviour's way, 
17- The Mornins-Star to; the bright-Prince of day.-+ 
71-5 To this jy Sls ge:newsT-beard\ohe Angel colt 
18. When wondex, &. 4 me yet-an Infidel: - 

"t + On his lov d Facea Iwpn he: quickly Wore, AY 

Which never. ſyxe-was:(p: diſgus dbefore';..  - 

Then thus, © Since Heaw ncx.felh ravlt Jpraki It : Vain | 

Nor Gredence t9ciry Qngales: apmin. ;.'  - +: 

Ar once experignge, T:wh:and Power: divine, 2, 

And' be thy ſelf, uaigahy/eifr'2: Signs!: | 

,Til thy deſpaid,, Terry 'd: Bleep come, 


I ſeal 


400 


410 


420 


430. 


The Life of CHRIST. 3 | 


= I ſeal thy. Lips, and bid ina be duh 1 qo.) Toke }. 28, 
Trembling I kneel'd, and' won'd\have erty ety a, : wn 
But 'twas too late —my. fanlfrim Tongue deiy'd' | 
T' expreſs my lab'ring' Thanghts abriipt inteht : 4 


The Angel nods, as knowing what I theane, 
And back in Curls of Intenſe /wnling- Wetit; 
With mental Pray'r I ſtrait addreſt'th' !l- -bigh, 
| Nor cou'd thoſe adamantine' bonds unty 3 + 22. 
Which veluntary now fall off apairt; 
And ſince kind Heay'n at once has broke ty chi; 
450 And giv'n ſuch Joys, Fil that arcempr'to rdife,* 
And thee, O never ending Goodneſs ! praifs. | 
Awake my Lyre, Ill ftrain each tunefwl String ! © * 
Awake my Yeoice which he has taught to ſong. 


Zachary's Song. 


Reat God of Iſrael. ! how ffialk we thy Land expreſs, Luke 1. 57. 
* And, never fatisf'd with Praiſes bleſs ? 
Tinutterable Gudueſs! how ſhall we © | 
For all ch' unutterable Bleſhgs pay, ben 
Of this triumphant happy day, = 68, 
And what ſo largely we receive, refloye t&thre'? 
460 Who haſt thy choſen Flock with gravious Fer farvey” d, 
= viſited with thine Amighty Ad! 
A great Redemption for as 'wro by, _.. 63, 
Surpaſſng our Defert ov 4 
Surpaſſing thoſe' when waking wide * 
By Nilus and Euphrates ſide, - 11903 3 
You ſav'd fron» Egypt,, and' Fon! Bubrl's 'Pide, 
Thoſe only Thpes of this have been; 
Thoſe only els from nany' this fron Si 


IL 


Thee will we p#ajjſe,” thee-will we': ſap 
470 Well ſary with ardiut: Love: and awful Fay E 
Who haſt to Siar brought a god Deliveres, © 


A mighty Suviour, and 2 mighty King 1/2" 


That cri Bratebof Jew Jared Stein,” Zach, 6.12, 
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Tſai 11. 1. 
Luke 8, 69. 
90. 


71. 


72. 
73- 


Gen. 22. 3. 
IO, I6, 


Luke 1. 74- 


74 


76. 


Heir of his Father's Diadem ; h, 
Whom -many an antient Seer did deſcry 
Through the myſterious Glaſs of Prophecy, 
In the vaſt Heav'n of dark futurity : 
They ſaw his Day; tho' far remov'd, 
And ſeeing: /mil'd, and ſmiling lov'd: 
They ſaw great Juda's Kingly Lion rouſe, 430 
And his lov'd Nations Cauſe eſpoule ; 
Vainly whole Troops againſt him 71/e, 
This vainly fights, and that as vainly flies ; 
From their ſtern Jaws he tears away 
THh' already half devoured Lrey, 
And rends and tramples all our Enemies. 


ITI. 


Which .of you ſhall my lofty Numbers grace, 
Ye great Fore-fathers of the choſen Race ? 
Thee Father 4Abrabam, firſt I'll fang, 

From whoſe bleſt Loins ſo many Nations (ſpring, 490 
The Favourite, the Friend of Heav'n's Almighty King | 

He gave his Oath, and thou thy Son, 

When the eternal League begun :. 

Offenſive and Defenſive 'tis, 
His Enemies are ours, and ours are his : 

His ſacred Truth he did to witneſs take 

While his ftrong Words the ſolid Centre ſhake, 
While Heay'n andZarthremain'd;he would not usfor/ake; 
Bur guide us thro' fair Yertue's Paths, wherein 


| Forever walk ſweet Peace and bmocence, 


All Miſchief ever baniſh'd thence, | 500 
All Guilt and Danger far remov'd, - 
All that by him is diſapprov'd, 
And Fear, the Child of Sin. 
-- 3. 
Nor thee, thou ſtrange prophetick Boy, 
By Heavy n inſpir'd cer thou'didft come 
From forth.che Claſet of the Wonib, = 4 
Thy aged: Parents: Wonder, and their Joy: | © 
Thee, tho” wnſung,,. unheeded yer, © SEAL. 
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520 


530 


540 Since we Judea left, and all our Care, 


Midſt Crowds of Heroes will the Muſe forpet! 


Thee who the happy News ſhalt bring, 
The Harbinger of Heav'n's high King ; 
The Banners of his Grace diſplay; - 

And ſcatter Pardons all the Way. 


Me comes, he comes! 1 ſee him ſwift advance, + VA Vo 


He comes to our Deliverance : 
X I ſce his Orient Light ariſe -:-- 
Scatt'ring- ten thouſand Suns around the Skies * 
It flaſh'd thro' Chaos, whoſe wild Surges fell, 
As when the dirſt ſtrange Day was made ; 
The Fiends wereall of a new World' afraid, 
As wide itglardthro' all che inmoſt Caves of Hell, 


If there irmov'd their Dread, though not their Love, 


What, Wonders ſhall.ic not perform above ? 
Sin to th* Abyſs ſhall fink again, 
_ © Death the great Slayer, ſhall himſelf be ſlain, 
And Truth and Heav'n-born Peace for ever reign. 


Thus ſung the Holy Sire entranc'd, and-we 

Who heard, were lictle leſs in Extaſle : 

Theſe Triumphs finiſh'd, back we haſt'ning come 
'To pleaſant Nazareth, - well weary'd home: 
There fixing our abode, till now the: Sun 


Thro' three brigbt Signs his glorious Race had run, 


Apply'd our homely Cottage to prepare 
For the great Prince, and Heav'ns Almighty Heir ; 


Each Hour his Virgin Mothers Hope and Fear : 
Enough we had for Need, though not for Pride, 
Yet ev'n that ſmall Convenience ſoon deny'd ; 

The Roman Edif& would not letus ſtay, 

But to our Birth-place, Bethlem call'd away ; 

The antient Seat of David's Royal Line, 


550 Whence the bright Maids Original and mine : 


And when for our new Journy we prepare, 
Huſhc were the churliſh Winds, ſerene the Ai ; 
* Departing Winters (elf grew calm and mild, 
And as it went, put on /mooth Looks and ſmil'd: 


Whoſe Birth ___ which now we knew ſo near, 


Whilſt 


Luke 2.1 ,4; 
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2 Sam. 23. 
16+ 


I Sam. 17. 


34 


' Alecret Joy thro” all my:Soal did glide; * 


Whilſt in! our :way. officious Natare ftrows . 


| The blue dV let; dnd.the bi ſbng Rye "i 


Does, to oblige us,*all-her Glories. 

And all the pretty Flow'rs that:dreſs:the Spring 

Narciſſus, who too well'himſdf did pleaſe, 

The Iris proud, and rich) Anemone's: _: - 

From Naz reth's odoriferaus Fields got free, 

Hermon and beauteous Tabor foon weiſec : B Gaz 
Then o'r Kedimmiin'iStreansour pallage ii 52 
Which loſe themſelves in che Tiherian Lake yt 
And thro' the well-known Read cine joyfuldown-: 

On the third Night to.Sdlent's facred Town: iq 
And our Devations-at the'Temple-pay'd  .. - 
Theaext glad Morn, . when there a while we tay, ; 
We leave © our Friends.in:thedeclowng day, ' a i 7 ©: 7 
And with Diſcourſe beguil'd thats 91-407 0 (13 03 8f | 570 
Till when {weer. Bethlem at a diſtanc ant 4 'dy" | 


560 


Encreafmg till, as ſtill we came more near, 
And Rachel's Tomb-torh! ri ht began Vappear : *; 
Each noted place arowny,- a Maid: I ſhow'd; 


What cer our Eyes couly reach on either fide the = 


"Tis there, ſaid I, ſtill lows tliat precious Springs. ig of 

Which his three Herges cid to David bring! "1 © 

"'T'was there a Touth, ht kept his Flock, and there - HE 4 

Mer the curl'd Lion and-che rugged Bear, we 219 OgYo 
She-ſhreekt and claſpt mae to her #rembling Ee 

Then beg g'd me that I would not: tell the rſs DE ayvo oft 2615 
And-now the Night her ſable Yeil had ſpread,” 

Each little Birdcoucht in its moſſy Bed, : 7 | 

And Fowls bf, ſtronger Wing to diſtant Re Region fled;” 

As we to Bethlem's:Walls Sl weary'd _ 

And hear the buſie Towns tumultuous Mum; 

Whole Droves like ns we ſee, who came roo an: p 


| Crowding to enter cer they ſhut the Gate : 


And there ſo long we for admittance wait, 

Till we !th' Windows glim'ring Lights deſcry, '-\ 
Extinft in ſame, dikenviog Midaight nigh: 

With Fears o'th'\Night, : and Toyls oth* Day oppreſt, 
wy did:wefeek-a Ple-for wrlcom Reft, © */ | 


390 


The 
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The Streets and Suburbs ſought, but ſought in vain, 

New diſappointments ſtill increaſe our Pain. | 
And now new Griefs my much lov'd charge o'erpow'r, 

who faſt approaching found that fatal bour 

Of which her Sex ſo juſtly is afraid, 


No more than that of Death to be delay'd: 


&« RepelF'd at each unhoſpitable Door, 


«© O my diſtrafted Heart ! forlorn and poor, , 
« Strangers, ben.gbted, tired, and yet far more, 


\ & Still more than all, and what I could not bear, 


610 


620 


630 


« What more than Life I loy'd muſt feel the largeſt ſhare. 


« How falſe tj opinion that it gives relief 

« To have a ſad Companion in our Grief ? 

« Afiftions ſtroaks more thick and beayy fall 

« When both each others feel, and both bear all. 
« Yet quiet {till her Breaſt ; to Heaven relign'd ; 
« In an uneaſfie Body calm. her mind ; 

<« Not one impatient ſigh or word let go, 

<« Theſe only from her Lips divinely flow, 

« Ir muſt be beſt, for Heav'n will have it ſo. 

&« We may not murmur, though we juſtly grievt, 
« And ſpite of clam'rous Senſe let's ſtill believe ! 
Sham'd with the kind reproof I ſoon repreſ# 


My wayward Thoughts, and calm'd my murm'ring Breaſt - 


* This done, I to a well known Cave repair 

Which her might ſhield, for whom my chicfeſt care 
From the moiſt Heav'ns, and Nights uenwholſom Ar. 
In ſtorms a refuge to the panting Swains 

When ſudden Sleet came driving croſs the Plains. 

X Whether by 4rt hew'd in the living Stone, 

Or Mother Natures antient work, unknown : 

Short ſtubble and light reed, which our low ſtate 
Did beſt become, I gather'd at the Gate; 

Thele to the Yirgin tor her Couch I gave, 

Plac'd in the inmoſt Corner of the Cave : 

Such pomp did David's Royal Heir aſſume, 

Such was the Furniture, and ſuch the Room: : 

The reſt a Choir of modeſt Angels brings, 

But veil their Faces with their purple Wings. 

And now thro' liquid Air the filent Moon 


——_— 
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In ſilver Chariot mounts to her pale Noon : 
Still was the Night as Innocence or Fear, .- 


_ With feeble force my precious Charge to ſhield 
From the rude Swains returning from the Field ; 


Nor. humane” Sounds, 'nor. grazing Beaſts we hear ; | 


Faint did the Lamp on neighb'ring Edar burn, * 
_ - By ſnatches ſhin'd awhile, then ſunk'into its Urn. * 
- The very Stars with drowſie motions roll, 640 
'The Rear walks beazily around the.Pole : 


When ſpice of all my Cares I ſlumb'ring lay 


Tir'd with the Toils and Sorrows of the day. 

Till a ſtrong light thro: my clos'd Eye-lids ſhin'd, 
As the Sun's mid-day. glories chear the blind :. 
Word ring 1 wake, and ftrait ſurpriz'd beholg 
The Cave all delug'd with ethereal Gold: _ © 
Glories almoſt too fine for grofler Senſe, 
And num'rous ſhining Forms departing thence : | 
The Yirgi.too I ſaw, ſo brightly dreſt 650 
I bardly cou'd diſcern her from the reſt. 
« In her chaſt Arms th' eternal Infant lies : 

What an illuſtrious goodneſs in his Eyes ? E 

Which ſoon alike both Lights and Shades o'erpow'rs, 

And all the modeſt Beams around devours : 

I kneel'd adoring, and my Eyes imploy 


T afliſt my fault ring Tongue, and ſpeak my jy : 
- Tho' from my veal 


ng Trance ſoon rais'd by Fear, 

For nigh the Cave I humane Foorſteps hear 

And ruſtic ſounds confus'd, which as they grew 660 
More loud, before the Gate my ſelf I threw, 


For ſuch I thought 'em, till at length I ſpy, 

As the fair morn began to gild the Sky 

A Troop of harmlels Shepherds mild and good, 

Who near me on their ſheephooks leaning food, 

And bowing low, for the bright Babe inquire, 

The hope ot 1/r el and the World's deſire: 

Wond'ring from whence ſo ſoon they heard the news 670 
I askt, nor they to clear my doubts refule. | 

Two ſprightly Lads, who could relate it beſt, 

With Choplets crown'd leapt forth from all the reſt ; 

Clains, who lately the lewd Town had lefe 
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-+* Of all his long kis fooliſh: Hopes bereft, - FRE 
Tho' bounteous Hedv! hare he now Gonght t dear 
Indulg'd, in Peace and his —_ here <1 FED TIO 1 27% 
Stre 3x4 a jolly Youth, who "> 
To be Bed. r bg cer Love brod Flaw his Freud: 
680 Tho' ſince too oft, on'many2 yain pretence” 
He lefc the Plains and teftihis Þmocence: jt 
His Soul no track 'of Modeſty 'or Grace - * 
Retains, as fteel'd and harden'd as his Face 
Foul as thoſe loathſom Brands his Body bears, 
©* And Black as that diſſembled Robe he wears : 
| For now he do's in other Garments ſhrowd 
His ugly Vice. Tawr him lace, too proud 
Claius his Friend,” orevn hinaſelf to ns 
In Town by Malch?s nobler Title known; þ 
690 Where with thoſe Prieſts he bands, whole daily Theme 
Is their {till patent Savioxr to: blaſpheme : 
Not fo ere while when @nocent and y 
With Cains thus bis Birth he ſweetly pr 


M4 Chriſtmas Cardl. 


Strephon. OW Clains, are we dumb with Joy ? 
Come tune thy Pipe to Carols ſweet ! 
Lets welcom the celeſtial Boy, 
And throw our Garlands at his Feet ! 


Clains. I have a Lamb as pure as Snow 
Which my Hrans {railing gave; 

00 Yet ſhall _ to his Altars go 
Nor ſhall her Fes ehe Vickem ſave, 


| Strephon. Miſtaken Swain! he ne'er requires 
That with ſuch off 'rings we ſhould part : 
Go give him pure nd, air deſires, 
And praiſe him with an ts beare! E 


Clains. Then all my hopes, and all my fears 
FII co their av ha Lord reftore, _ 
And all my fzzbs and all my tears, 
His Love obtain'd, I ask no awye. 


H 2 
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When chus each others rural kill they 'd why 
To my defire young Caius thus $a OM 
As in yon Þlain that ſtretches wide away; — 
Near Bdar's Tow'r to guard our Flocks. we "kk 
The Night, as honef Shepherds. uſe, . we ſpear, 
In Tales: and Sougs.and harmleſs Merriment : . 
On antient Heroes Stories. ſome: proceed, | 
Who not di/dain'd to touch the tuneful Reed: 
Gen. 28.29. Old Father Jacob's Travels theſe relate, _ ... © 
31,32, ©. And theſe unſtable Ryben's crime and fate: _ , 
22.  * Others that valiant Epbratean Swain _ . 7520 
z Sam- 17. Who vaſt Goliah quell'd on Zlab's plain; 
"+49 How with his Praye; all the allies rung ;; 
How well he fought, how well he lov'd and ſwung. 
While cus, on Zarths ſoft Cauch employ'd we "eo 
From neighb” ring Cottages the Bird of Day 
Loud ſounds his firſt Alarm, and ever _. E 
Revolving ſwift thro” Heay'ns high p + declare 
Their Noon was paſt, and Night <a tO wear : 
When on a ſudden aged Egon cries | 
See Shepherds ſee, deſcending from the Skies 730 
Ion light! Kind Feavn ! What mean theſe Prodigies ? | 
The Sx it cannot be, for Night's not done, 
And. almoſt half his Under-Day to run; 
Beſides, it mounts not, but oblique deſcends, 
And hitherwards its wondrous Journey bends —- 
——He trembling ſaid, but ſoon no more cou'd ſay ; 
For the next moment: all around was day ; 
The Ewes difturb'd aroſe and ſcatter'd wide, 
The little Lambs ran bleeting by their fide : 
Our faithful Dogs coucht onthe ground afraid, 740 
And none beſides my old Lyciſca bay'd: 
Profound we proſtrate lay, long groveling there, J. 
Nor cou'd th' unſufferable Splendor bear : — 
Till a fair Youth, as my Hrania fair, 3 
Luke 2. 9. Sweet Peace and Feav'n-born Joy deſcending brings, 
As ſoft he touch'd us. with his parple Wings. 
i  Bleſt Swains, let no vain Terrors you affright ! 
| Believe ſis no Ilyfwm of the Night! 
To you, be oy 'd, I happy Tulng bring 
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750 0 From yon fair place, :and Heav'ns Almighty 5 


To you, the Lamb of God, this happy-Marn - 

To you, the Saviour: of the World is born :'; ©: | 
In Epbratean Bethlem, where of old  - ©, 1): 
The Royal Swain fo well did guard his Fold ; 
You'll find him wraptiin. feeble Infants Bands," 
Who graſps all Nature-with. his mighty Hands... 


A Cave and hojnely Stableclaim his Birth * dr " ft 
Who rais'd the voodly Pile of Heav'n and Farth.. ' 
He ſaid, and Rvkic we ſlaw the 'welkin wide ' 
760 Throng'd with. the Heav. 'nly Hoſt from fide to fidez 
Thick: as thoſe glitr ring, Motes that ever ſtray, - | 


And dance int the ref ert Beams of day; 


Night and our Fear they. both from: us nds "H 


And thus repeat thoſe Hymns they learn'd above: 
Sm of the dngels. 


Lent to* our oreat King on high ' 
To Heav'ns Imperial Majeſty ! 
To him that ſits upon the Throne, 
« Th” ador d Three-One ! 


IL 


Peace from the Prince of Peace we bring ; ; 


770 An Amneſty from Heav'ns high King. 


Who at his Firſt-born's welcom Birth 
Scatters Pardons round the Earth. 


.HIL 


Thunders we muſt uſe no more, + \ 
In which the Law was preach'd before, 
Bur ſtrive ingenuous Man to move: | 
With mild Good-will and Heay wy Love. 


Thus Hynning, by degrees chey leave our fobe | 


And hitherward direc their TOY Light, 
Here, Father, we arrivd | 


Luke 2: 111 


125 


I, 


Luke 2. 144 


Exod.19.20; 


P 4. _ FIT Pry 


W- / he: Sand Ibob: of 


On that bright Baby: FP fealtour Hye, wg, 30 
--1.1 The- ſabjett okdo tnany Fropheſiest 
They ſaid, to their requeſt. conſerit Igave. - 
 And'introduc'd * 'em to the well own Caves 1 
With greedy Ejes wheri his ipv'd' Faauhey fpy* G 
- On his bvy'd Ar they gaz'd -unſatiofid; 
Still more ſurpig'd NE behold of 
Each humble Saw iidues the form. of Gold: 
« | Thro' the.dunki Cone they ee 'new-day uriſe, © | 
| Projetted round frormis iltaſtrions Byes ; BG bis | 
Theſe o'er the Gabe aheir 7aflic Garlants hung,. | "940 - 


Theſe Flow'rs amd: Frrbs around'profutcly 4 
And thelſe the Chil& and theſe rhe Adgrber Am 


While from the/Rack live: Foy bear, - 
Or fra je og raps raping 053-3059! 
Their bumble Preſents paid, t again, 
| Luke 2.17. And ſpread the wer News oh lic Plain. 
Sev'n times bright Heſper now had clos'd the Day, 
1 :.: :.. As oft ſweet Phoſphor warn'd the Stars away : 
Luke 2:21. The eighth glad mora 'anling, \when we bear 
|} The mh Infant to the Hou of Prajfry © goo 
Whence, as the Law direRs, that"wank he wore 
On all our pious Father's Ram pt before ; 
Inſcrib'd in Blood upon his tender +4 
Altho' he knew no ſtain of Guilt or Sin, 
And the next Mean claps'd, as cultora. calls, 
 Agen we ſpecd for awviant Safem's Walls, 
4. Our dear Fiſt-born, fo Holy Rees require. 
Levit. 12-4 To dedicate to his iertal Sire... | 
Nor ſooner to the Temple Gates we came 
But th* Incenſe with a clear and] gen rous flame $10 
Shot ſtrait co Heav'n.——The pious Mother went 
Her off 'ring to his Father 40: pelent; ' _: - | | 
Exod. 2.13, And. her ks Turtles; anuacent as they, 
Levi 1 12.6, Did near the'Sacred Altar trembling lay : 
But ſcarce the double, Satrifice was'done, 
To purge the Mother and preſent the Son ; LT 
Luke 2. 25. When thro'7thi gdwiring Croud old Simon Came. =. 
| Of noted Yirtue and unblemiſhe:;Fawe; - | { 211 | EY 
To whom when cold decrepid Age kid lpread | 
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— je } CHRIST. 


$20 


The Snow of fourſcore Winters on his head, 
As he one Evening in the Temple ſtay'd 


And for ſad 1/raz!'s with'd redemption pray'd, 


* * A Heavy nly Youth of thoſe who waited there Rq + 


Indues a thin-ſpun Robe of ambient Ar 
And bids the aged Father not deſpair ; 
For tho' ſo ſhort his Thread of Tf: were ſpun, 


'* So many precious Sands already 7 


830 


Him wainly threatning Death ſhou' d not « ſurprize IN 6; 
Till the Meſa bieſt his longing Eyes : | | | 
The ſame bright Form appear'd this happy day 


a 
As on his Face in pray Pe proftrate lay ; - C 


And from his Choſe: frat 'd him away : .\ + 
With Joy the good old man the ſional takes, 

And, Kf cs to the Temple makes : 

In haſt he chearful came, ere&, alone, 

His uſeleſs Cratches now afide were thrown : 

Thro' all the crowd of Priefts and Suppliants preſs'd, | 
Then ſeiz'd the Child and laid him ar his Breaſt ; ; 


With his dear Burden to my Altar ran - 


$40 And thus, with ſacred Rage inſpir'd, began: 


850 


Sine S Song, or the Nunc Dimittis. Luke 2. 29- 


E'S, Now thy Servant: dies, he gladly dies | 
. This Lie, Jon Lord prolong no more, 

But as you promis'd me before 

* In Peace now cloſe mine Eyes ! 
Mine Fes which that dear Obje& now has met 
For which ſo long they gaz'd in vain, 

For whole delay ſo long I did complain : 
F've ſeen the Sun of Righteouſneſs ariſes zo. 
"Tis time my glimm'ring Lamps forlake the Skies 
And in the PP of Death for | Over ſet. 


| IL. q 

The Warld FG T _ his welcon birth : LES -— - "0 
Already humble Gifts prepare | :0q\ 2+ Is 
To meet and bleſs th* Almighty Heir - «'s 1-10.28 

The King of Heay'n and Earth: 


— — _-_ 


Him the loſt Gentiles ſhall their Saviour find, 
Him Heathen Lands their Lord ſhall « own, 
'Their Lord and God, him who alone 

| Not only giveth |fizht but Fyes to th' Blind. 


ILL 


43. Abflupid Nation ! Wilt thou Rtill refuſe, 
Still hate thy Saviow ? Ah thrice barden'd Jews ! 


Rejefted by your Prince, as be by you ! 
But Ah! Whar crael Truths I fee 
In the dark Womb of future days ? 


How will you crown with Thorns and Infamy ? 


1 V.... 
But with our 6 ns Eleay'n *s at laſt inclin' d, 
For ſee a glorins Scene behind ! 

He comes, he comes ; agen theſe Byes ſhall ſee, | 

Agen, dear Saviour, welcom thee ! 
The Cloud thy Charict, and thy Wings the Wind, 
- . © In Zion ſhall appear 
'The great Deliverer, 
My ſtubborn Nation then'ſhall ſtrive no more, 
= Burt him whom once they pierc'd, adore : 

33-34. Now 1/raels Glory, as their Shame before. 


| Hefaid, when trait to bliſs his ſoul retir'd, * 
And flumb ring 8 /e fe t he with a Smile expir 4. 
New wonders ftill ariſe as theſe. are paſt, 
Like Waves, the firſt Gonfaqded i inthe loſt. 
- Each Sex, as well as Age, their Lord confeſs, 
A Prophet firſt, and now a Propheteſs. 
x Cuke 2: 36: Anna, a Matren Sagh;.and- ary a Wife, . 
3 A +3 + 21:3 Box For ſpat] Faith renown'd, and; holy" Life ; 
- | banzel's Heir, - of{ſber's fruitful Rate - 
| Fam 'd in her Youth for watchicl Mind and Face, - 


| 56 F” The Second Book of P 


( Grant Heav'n theſe boding fears may not be true!) 


To what a curſed Throne will you your Saviour raiſe ? 


. 35- What wounds What i; found] Great Mother are prepar'd for thee? 


I 


$70 
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Sought by a hundred Wocers, not deny'd, 
To bleſs the happietiby the name of Bride * 


Tt lifef CHRIST. 


890 Seven. Tears they liv'd and'no Diffention knew ; 


| Tho' One at firſt, yer ſtill more- one they grew : 


| Their Thoughts, their Wiſhes, nay their Souls the ſame, 


In nought they differ'd bur in Sex and Name : 
So intimately cloſe the Knot was ty d, 
Thar Death it {elf cou'd hardly them divide : 
And when th' untimely Grave had him receiv'd, 
And her of.morye. than her awn Life. bereav'd, 
She wonder d how, and fearce believ'd ſhe. liy'd 
All thoughts of any ſecond Love defies, 
g0o- And to all worldly Jay and Pleaſure dies ; 
Within the Temple waiting the bleſt hour, 


+5 


Which her might to her much-lov'd Lord reſtore : 


Her earthly Frame by Fafts ſo far refin'd, 
Thar lictle now was lefr but perfe&# Mind : | 


| Ofc her pure Soul to Hearn would take its flight 


Loſt and abſorpt in Glory infinite : | 
Retir'd as oft, no Look, no Thought abroad, 
Nothing {he knew belide her. ſelf and God ; 


Nay ſometimes ſcarce diftin# he elf cou'd call ; 


910 * Atſtrafted from her ſelf, for God was all. 
What dazling Y:ſions, nor to be expreſt, 
Her conſtant fervent pure Devotions bleſt ! 
- What beatific Glories warm'd her Breaſt | 
\ . What Crowds of beauteous Seraphs left-the Choir, 
' At once, to imitate her and admire ! 


Whar myſtic Truths by them to-her reveal d, 


To all, | but them and Heav'n it (elf, conceal'd ! 


From theſe ſhe'learns whac ſtrikes weak Reaſon dumb, 


What tries Cen Faith, that. God ſhou'd Man become : 
' 920 She learn'd the Time, the Day, the Hour preciſe, 


When we approach'd to. bring our Sacrifice : 
Whac Joy, what Exultation ſhe expreſs d, 
And hail'd her Saviour at the Yirgins'Breaſt? 
Nor half content that him her k 


If the k'd found ; 


How gladly ſpread ſhe the glad News around 
* To all the juſt, by her and Feav'n approv'd, 


To all who a Redeemer wiſh'd and loy'd? 
| _— 


| This 


Luke 2. 37. 


The Second Book of 


Matt, 2. 1: 


2. 


'Matth. 2. 3. 


' This much, tho' what remains did more ſurprize, 


For Fame reports three Princes great and wile, 
Were late arriv'd, from near the Sun's priſe ; 
From the fair Fields of happy 4raby, * 
Tudea's ftrange expefted Prince to lee ; 

Condufted fly by a wondrous Star 


Croſs all thoſe ſandy Worlds, outftretching far 


Thro' the wide Wilderneſs, until at laſt, 
To Moab's pleaſant Plains and Elills they paſt; 


Near Edom's Mount to Jordan's doubtful Brim, * 
*Twixt Selah and the cloudy Abarim : 


Crofling the Flood, as it by Gilgal falls, | 
They Jon arriv'd at antient Salem's Walls ; 
And boldly for the new born King enquire, |, 
The hope of 1/rel, and the Worlds deſire ! 
Proud Herod heard, and trembled at the News, 
Whoſe heavy Tyranny the injur'd Jews 

So long had fighing born ; nor they alone, 

His very Friends beneath his Axes groan, | 
Witch his own Blood he dyes his ſlipp'ry Throne. * 


| Not all his ſordid Flattrers now avail'd; 


Their Hearts, as well as their fierce Tyrants fail'd ; 


Tho' him ſo late they their Meſa hail'd : * 
Howc'er that Savage Wolf the Fox indu'd, 
Awkwardly pious ſeem'd, and ſtrangely good: 
The Sages to his ſtately Palace brings, 

And plac'd 'em.in Apartments fit for Kings : 
Diſflembling Foſpitable Piety, 

Aloud he prais'd their Zeal and Induſtry : 

Bleſt be th' unutterable Name | Said he, 
Who cen to Gentile Worlds, ſo.long conceal'd, 
At laſt has our great promis'd Prince reveal'd! 
O might we bur the Penal Infant greet, 

And throw our Crowns and Sceptres at his Feet : 
How much, how infinitely bleſt we were, 

If to his Fathers Houſe we him might bear ? 


How happy, might we wait and ſerve him there? 


Thus cloſe his Nets the ſanguine Thrant plac'd, 
(For when our humble Roof the Sages grac'd, 
They all repeated,) chus did them deceive, 


Wynn. WWVWNI 
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940 


9350 


960 


Tr jo CHRIST. 
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So eaſily will Dmocence believe; 
So firmly on his Royal Word they lean'd ; 
' g70 Who inflandly the Sanbedrim conven'd : 
Solicitous he oh that happy Place, 
Which the Meſta's glorious Birth ſhould grace ? Mate, 2. 4: 
If ic their antient Zucred Books declare ; 
— As I remember, you, learn'd Sir, was there, 
* Fair Rama's Lord to wiſe Gamaliel cry'd, 
When this propos'd, - Tis true, the Sage reply'd ; 
Thar Morning in the Sanbedrim I ſate, 
And 'twas by all reſolv'd, on the Debate, 
That humble Beth hem, David S antient Seat, 
980 Muſt by his God-like Off-ſprings Birth be great : 
As thus, inſpir'd; the fam'd Morafthite ſung, | 
While with his lofty Sounds fair Salem's Mountains rung, 


Mick $ Propheſie. 


ET Salem boaſt her ancient Kings, Micah 3. 

Salem, which Princely. David ſmgs; 

And Shemir's vain Apoſtate Town, 

Her Gods, her Strength, her Pleaſure, and Renown! 
Bethl hem alone's my. noble choice, ? 


That claims my Lyre and claims my Voice, 
In that ſhall Iſrael's Land and Gentile-Worlds rejoyce ; 
990 Tho' mean thou art and humblenow,: 7, 
BD Wide ſhall thy ſpreading Glories grow, + $ 
- And all around, lhe fruitful Jordan, overflow: 
For if a Kings or Heroes Seat, 
Muſt by his Reſidence be great, + 
All others infinitely this o'crpow'rs, | 
Where Heav'ns high King is born, as well as ours, 
Already I the Royal Infant ſee; 
How long his Rule, how ve#t his Realms (hall 
Thro' boundlef Space and Time he __ eternally! 


1000 ——The ſame, my Friend; ſays Cephas, did repeat 
"The fame to him, the Magi, br and great. wg 
(Tho' chac before, and much beſide he knew, 
Which from the Sacred Orgcles he drew.) 


I 2 _ Nor 


12, 16, 


Bur tho' t 


gs This his fair Semblance the his black Joker; 
_Matth. 2.8. W: War wg 


To th" Infant King, but by a Fi ifron warn'd 
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might a attend; 


..JOIO 


ngiſcoverd by th' vent ; 
For they no ſooner ſafely etiter'd were 
Under the Convoy off their fiſt bright Star, 
Our lowly Roof,': the rev'rend Sire goes on, '' 


Whither, not long before, our Offi rings Jone, 


We from the Temp e came. nd _— _ 

Did Gifts at once. and. Adoration pay: op ej Cite 
To their own happy Country they return © Ay 1020 
Nor call'd at Salem, as their firſt intent, | 

Bur round, by. ſecret: winding ways, they went. 

What ſaid not AHird when the Truth he found? 

The Air how-did his fruicleſs. Carſes wound; - 4 

Which all. were lo in nd, oron his Head reboand. 

hey ſoon were: paſt hisRage and Pow'r, | 


The Thander ended in a bloody Show'r 


Qn ypkrs. 


13. 


Buhl hem, which ac firſt hung bigh, 
And at a diſtance gatherid: in the Skies 
"Twas juſt deſcendug,whenan) Avgel came ; 
Twas he who fitft:from Scandal und from Blame 
Clear'd the chaſt Maid, aloud:he wo 4:1 | 
(I ſaw Concern and Pity in-his Eyes;) 
Rife cer too late and pur dear Pledg convey, © 
Witch his Mather, wide away. 
To Bgyps's diſtant Fields ; vat ID os 
Till he xc iv'd Chin from-above,- - me NN on 
As now/he (nad ow to-guatd: us bome. my 
—An hours delay was Death, the or l were come. | 
From blogdy dy Hed, \edger? to' deſtioy DOT 040 
His dreaded Rival inthe 'God-lite By. OLE T TE ao 
Arrivd alreadyat the Lig Gar, By ge 
And Ty there did for: dmitinee wat, oe TE 
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The Life of CHRIST. 


1050 When all the buſie Streets with Torches Chae: M iN Ou. 


1060: Entire, which-we did thus by. piecenitul TT 


1990: 


1930 


Starting I roſe, for. my lov'd Charge aftall'l 
Nor in the Town one precious Moment ftay'd; 
Scarce had [ time to tell the ſacred Maid, 

What my Concern andithis range Hurry meant; 
Bur {lent thro' the Southern' Gate we wene 3 © 
Nor many Paces from the Wall had gone, * © 


Crofing from Houſe:ts Houſe; which we =. 

G 6. 2 ſmall Hill;: and s Rrait difmal cr | 
Of Blood and Murther did our' Ears affrig r, We 1. 
With doubled Horror thro! the filent-Aphr.- " | 
Loud Shrieks we ſometimes heard, nor that atone, 


Oft we diſtinguiſh'd ſome deep Ding i ah 


Theſe of their barb"rons Foes for FAS cy pray'd, DI. 
Theſe, deſp'rate grown; with'fruiclels 4-ms ark 
How gaſtly Wa - that'Scene of Forroy be; 
Here mangled Infants from the Windows fall, | 
And Ferod's bloody Banner. oh the'Wall; | 
There Children daſh'd 6n'Marble Pooemenedi, 


There gor'd aloft on Pikeror Halberts tie, tha 091: 


The Virgin ſhriek'd with Fear almoſt pet, 
And claſpt \' Royal Infant to her: Breafts, | 
Nor dard we-more of the” fad Sixht pairake,"\' 
Trembling left we our ſdves a" part 
But we er morning, in otir ſpeedy'F 


Beth haccerem we ſhun with rower DI TENNIS) 


For Elerod's Garriſe we knew: was thefy”: DP IELON? jy > 
And paſt the Wagds, and SABIN cried "Ss : w 


— On the third Morn;" to Sheba” s bordfring Top: | 
— There leaving Palgftine;" our Courſe "we take” Y 

X O'er the vaſt Sands by Sjvbor's waning Lake" 

* And Caſins Mount 'with Palny 2nd Cellars orb a, 
For mighty Pompey [ Fartand TorBiteriownd's if: | 
There entring on proti®Þ be pom: A 
*X Which asks no Raii; and know#h6 God ban Ne; 
* Near old Bethſhemeſh wwe the Kivberoft, \ 0 
Which both irs antigen Nut and Gals has loft! 8 "\ 
Now Zliopolis; advancingati 539 0 0 


Pg 


_ 2 g CNN 0H 
* Had reach'd the Fiveſt of the Teky 144-3 30 97D 


— 


_ Matth.2.18, 


62. 3 "The Second Book of « 


To the proud Walls of neighb'ring Babylon ; * 

Nor dare ſo near our dreaded Foe abide, 

Bur fill pierce further, and at laſt reſide 

At Royal Noph, now Memphis, Egypt's Pride ; 

(Near thoſe vaſt Pyramids which wound the Sky, * 

Whilſt at midway the empty Clouds go by ; 

Vain Monuments of Pow'r and Luxury ; 

Huge «ſeleſs Wonders, Wens on Natures Face, 

The younger Brothers of the Babel-race ;) 

And there in wiſh'd Obſcurity remain'd, 

By an old Friend with Kindneſs entertain'd. 

— But the Day wears, nor need I now relate 

| What's known fo well, proud Herod's dreadful Fate, 

Vide Feſepb. An End he did, worthy his Crimes, receive : 

#17 Nor muſtI ſay how we did Egypt leave, 
By the kind Angel warn'd, how a new Fear 
Surpriz'd us, when, our happy Birth-place near, 
We heard, to our uneaſmeſs and Pain, 

Matth.2.22, The Thrant's Son did in Judea reign : 

_ - How by divine Direfion guided, we, 

Still Northward weat to diſtant Galilee ; 
Till to fair Nazareth again we came, 


* Z S. * 


 Matth-2.23. Thar thence the Royal Child might bear his Name, 
As antient Prophets ſung .. how great his State > 
What Angels.on his Infancy did wait ? 01 
How he increas'd in Ayeand Piety, 
How ſtill & his Holy Mother, and to me, 
Exact Obedience paid —— | 
What Wonders we from thoſe that paſt preſage, 
From Touth, and Childbood-meas'ring manly Age. 
In ev'ry Virtue, cv'ry. State compleat; men 
This only of his Afions Ill repreat,._ _ -. 
Tho' many more I. mult in filence pa, ' ,,. '.. - 
Well worthy Marble Piles. or Leaves of Braſs. . _. 
"Three Lyſtres ſcarce compleat; £'cr the ſoft Down, * 
| His Nectar dropping Lips began to crown ; Mn 
Luke 2, 41, We to the Po alcending,. with us he. |, . 
MA Obſcrves with Foy the, glad: 43 


Which noyy in feftal Songs and 0 rings paſt, Eo 


T' our own ſweet Nazareth again we haft, :; -. 
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— The Life CHRIST. 63. 


But mifling him, we both began to fear, 
Nor Tidings cou'd from all our Kindred hear ; VE 
We ſearch each Troop, returning from the Paſch, | /'> Luke x, 44. 
Zebedee and his Grandfare Heli ak, CYRIIA | 
Ask o'er and o'er, but cou'd no Comfort gain. 
As a fair Hind who wand'ring o'er the Plain, 


1139 Or ſome thick Wood, her tender Fawn has loſt 


So look'd the Virgin, lo lamenting croſt 


Each Street and Road, in vainſhe fought and mourn'd, | 45 
Nor leſs when to the Town next Morn return'd : | 
Two Days, alike, in fruitleſs ſearch we ſpent, 46. 


Two Nights in Tears, and him, as loft, lament : 

Her Feet ne'er reſt by Day, by Night her Eyes, | 
Which delug'd ſaw thethird ſad-Morn ariſe: 
Humane Endeavours vain, to Heay'n ſhe flies, 
Reſolv'd to ſeek himin the Houſe of Pray'r, 


1140 And from his Father ask Direftion there: | Thid. 


We ſought, and him amidftthe Scribes we found, 

A pleas'd, a numerous Audience ſeated round, 47; 
His Words admiring, on his Lips they hung, | 

And bleſs'd each ſound of his harmonious Tongue : 

How Far his Senſe his tender Age outran ! 

Beyond a Child, he ſpake beyond a Man ! 

— Heav'ns !. Was it he? Good Nicodemus cry'd: 

Then in the Schools, as chanc'd, I did preſide, 

And-heard it all; the wond'rous Youth admir'd, 


1150 Nor thoughthim leſs than by bigh Heay'n inſpir'd ! 


So lofty, yetto evident and clear, 

All pz Beds 1g Thoughts and Notions were : 

Each Look, -cach Word, ſuch a peculiar Grace ; 

So modefi, and ſograve his Heav'nly Face, 

Emvy it ſelf, his Foe,” cou'd hardly prove ; 

He ſhar'd at-once our Wonder and our Love. 

If then, with Zeal, the happy Friend rejoyn'd, 

So juſtly you admir'd ſo great a Mind, | 

How wou'd you then, if him you now wou'd ſee? 


1160 How Fathers! wou'd you all ſoon rival me? 


He now excels himſelf, as others then, 
He's fairer far than all the Sons of Men : 


The Second Book of 


Mild Mercy mixt with awful Goodwe/s ſhine 
All o'er, confefling Love and Pow'r divine : 
. * Each Look, cacti. Line, befpeaks immad'rate Grace, 
And ſhows his Fathers Image in his Face: \ 
— Yet he but imares, who like me commends, 
"The beſt of MaSters and the beſt of Friends. 
Ah, had you once, like me, his Goodneſs prov'd; 
Were he but known he cou'd not but be loy'd. 1473 hue 
—A Warmth like yours, Succeſs can never fail, 
So ſtrongly you perfuade, you mult prevail, 
Wiſe Nicodemus cries, for your great Friend, 
Whom I my felt defere this Night. c attend, 
To find if Truth will theſe Encomiums bear, 
Or heighthen'd you preſent his Charafter. 
Gladly I claim the Word, the Sat reply'd, 


And for the Honour preſs to be your Guide: 

They joyn, tho' all the Company divide ; | 
When Joſeph firſt ſaluted every Gueſt, | 1180 
And the next Morning fix'd to hear the reſt. PE 


The End of the Second Book. 
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Perſe 1. A L L ſilent ſtood when Rama's Lord bad done.) AsTended the Firſt Book, 
ſoI begin the Second, with an Imitation of Yirgil's, Conticuere omnes, 
and Interea /Eneas. By Rame's Lord is meant Foſeph of Arimathea, Vide Notes on "_ 
the Firſt Book. | 7 | ; 
3- So when our Prince ſhall TiraeVs Throne regain, ; 
So may 1 by his fide for ever reign. | It's too plain to need any great mat- 
ter of Proof, that S. Peter eſpecially, and I believe the greateſt part or all of the 0- 
ther Diſciples, did expe at that time the Temporal Reign of the Meſiah. As for 
$, Peter's Wiſh here, toreignby his Side, on his Throxe, the ſame with that of Zebe- 
dee's Sons afterwards, a Modern Critic tells us, *twas the Cuſtom tor the antient 
Throne to be made of a great Capacity, able to contain ſeveral Perſons. As for the 
Form of the Aſſeveration, So when owr Prince, 8c. tis not unlike that which Grotius 
quotes out of their Chetub, © Ira wideam confolationem Iſrael, So may I ſee the Con- 
© ſolation of Jj5ae]: which, he fays,-was an uſual Affirmation among the 


ews. | 

: 8. Which theſe, which Fame, which all the World atteſt. ]. . Theſe, the two other 
Diſciples : Fame, for we read of the Fameof TFeſus, Marth. 4. 24. Luke 4. 14. 37. 
& 14. 1. Herod heard of the Fame of Feſus, and in ſeveral other places. All the 
World here is no more than Few and Gentile, or all the Roman World, which every 
one knows was at that time called the oz eixzzzuwm. Nor were his Miracles on} 
known to the Syrians, Matth. 4. 24 The Phenicians, Mar. 7. 26. and afterwards 
the Grecians, John 12. 2c. butto the Rommns alſo, as the Centurion, and probably 
many others. Vid. plur. infra. : 

19. From whoſe wiſe Books his Sacred Name we gain.] See our Learned Mede, on 
Danitl's Weeks, which he proves muſt. be accompliſhed about the time of our Sa- 
viour's coming, whichſoever of the afligned Epoches we take for their beginning. 
And *tis his Obſervation, that we have the very name of the A4eſiab from that 
Prophet, Dan. 9. 25, 26. Where he's called e{jiab the Prince; and *tis added, 
Meſſiah ſhall be cut off, but not for himſelf. See more in.Notes on Lib. vii © 

20. The Period paſt our Rabbies all declare | 
And come he is, or we muſt new deſpair}, Malachi; having foretold, that the 
Lord thould ſuddenly come to his Temple 3 the Fews having loſt their Legifative 
power; the Weeks of Daniel being now accompliſhed ; the Bapriſt alſo aparing 

1n the Spirit and Power of Elias, and indeed all other [Prophecies of the Meſſiah 
compleated, and all centring in this. very. time 3 it would be but very reaſonable to 
ſuppoſe the Rabbies. did at that time .publickly declare their Fs velghre 'of him, 
tho? we had no poſitive proof forluch an Allerrign. . Bur yet furcher, "cis not voy 
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plain from the 7.66 that he was then poey expetted by the whole Nation of 
the Fews, (whence I ſay Of what all Iſrael knows) and even the Samaritans, that 


| Woman who wasnone of the beff, nor, 'tis to be preſum'd, the wiſef among 'em, 


yet ſpeaking on't as a thing out of Queſtion. be Meſſiab comerh, ipxd)er, with a pre 
ſent fhgnificarion ; not only this is notorious, but even their great Men expreſs 
themſelves freely to the ſame Sexce ; thus old Simeon, whom ſome ſuppoſe a great 
Rabbi amongſt them, and Caiaphar, who prophelſied very clearly even of the 1. 
fats Sufferings, And Foſephus confirms the fame, plainly acknowledging, that 
at that time, ſome great Prince was, by 2n antient Tradition or Prophecy, ex. 
pected in the Eaſt, which, according to his uſual Flattery, he applies to Yeſpa- 
fan. With all which the modern Fews find themſelves fo prefs'd, that they have 
been forc'd to own the time when we know the Mefiab did really come, was in- 
decd that appointed for his coming, but *twas delay'd they ſay, for the Sins of the 
People: *tis anſwered, the Promiſe of the Meſſiah was abſolute, and he was to come 
to ſave his People from their Sins, when the World was in a deſperate Condition, and, 
as one of the Rabbies ſays, © Filled with Dogs, Wolves, and Goats inſtead of Mex. 
Others of *em ſay he did then really come, but is not yet declared or revealed, re. 
maining all this while incogniro. And-a third fort, as I find it quoted by a learned 
Perſon from their Bab Berachorh, that the Meſſiah was really born, and that of por 
Parents, - and in the time of the /atter m—_ but was ſnatcht away again for the 
' Sins of their Nation ; which is true enough, tho? not in the ſence they intended. 
Nay I find one of their-Rabbies, Sam Marochianus de adventu Meſſiz, who goes 
further than any of theſe, © I dread and fear, O Lord, ſays he, leſt that F F 
« who was ſlain by our Fathers, and whom the Chriſtians worſhip, ſhould be = 
& Righteous wy, bn for ay _—y tothe Prophet Ames. GG 
24. By that fell IAumean Wolf oppreſt.] Herod the Great, gener uppos'd an 
Edomite> tho! ſome make him of TIE - SEES 
28, Diſſembling Piety our Temple rais'd.] He enlarg'd, adorn'd, and as good as re- 
built the ſecond Temple, as Joſe b. Antiq- lib. 15. cap. 14. which tho' ſome learned 
Men have denied, as Eckims and Villalpandus, yet one would think Joſephus ſhould 
beſt know, having ſo often officiated init, and perhaps ſeen part of it bur/ding with 
his own Eyes ; nor does he at all flatter Herod, who was dead many years before, 
whatever he ſays of Feſpaſian. This Temple was in truth a very magnificent 
Strufure, tho', bythe leave of our Maſter Cowley, much inferior to that of Solomon, 
as ſhall appear more largely in Notes on Lib. vii The main Body of it was finiſhed 
by Herod himſelf in eight Years and an half, employ ing abour a rhouſand Carriages 
and eleven thouſand Men, but *twas forty fix years before the whole was compleated 
by the Fews, as they told our Saviour. 
t. And makes th High-Prieft bimſel a Sacrifice. ] John Hircanus, who was, if I 
miſtake.not, his Father-in-law into the bargain. See Foſeph. Antiq. Lib.6, & 7, 
36. Their Idol Eagle to our Temple brings. | 
Iiho percht on proud Antonia, claps his Wings. ] Antonia was a Caſtle built by Herod 


in honour of his Friend Anthony, near the Temple, at the North-Weſt Corner, 


on an inacceffible Rock fifty Cubits high, and the Caſtle upon it forty Cubits more; 
which was four ſquare, with four Towers atthe Corners, commanding all the Tem- 


' ple, into which there were alſo ſecret Paſſages from ic. See the Deſcription of it 


Foſeph. Antiq. lib. 6, cap. 7, But not only the Roman Banners , which the Jews 
tookt upon as 1dols, and perhaps they were not miſtaken, might offend the Zealot, 
when waving on the Towers ſo near their Temple ; but Foſephus tells us in his Antiq. 
lib 17 cap 18. © that Herod did really eret a Golden Eagle, of an almoſt ineſt- 
* mable value, on the very Portal of the Temple, which 7udas and Matthias, two 
* braye young Men, and-zealous for their Law, were fo much offended at, that 
* they got their Friends together, and cut it all to pieces with their Swords and 4x- 
© es, tho? it colt many of their Lives. | 

38 Judah »o more gives Laws. ] This ſeemsthe moſt natural Interpretation of the 


' Sceptre*s departing from Fudab, that is, the Legiſlative Power, which cill now ce- 


main'd with thoſe :wo Tribes returning from Captivity. 
41. Our 
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41. Our Sabſtance ſeiz'd, 8c. Which my fierce Country coull not tamely bear. See a 
large account of the InſurreQion of the Galilean Few: againſt the Romans under 
Fudas Gaulonitis,. (ſo called from the City Golan in Baſhan) on occaſion of this 
Taxation, in Foſeph. Antiq. lib. 18. cap. 1. . = I 

71. And brought, of ſeven Sabbatic years, . the laſt.) Foſeph 'tis probable was a 


k) 


-middle-ag'd perſon at the time of his Marriage. The: S4bbatic Near is either the - 


ſeventh Tear, or ſeven Years, a Week of Years: ſuppole him then born either in the laſt 
Year of the firſt Sabbarb, or the very ſeventh or Sabbatic Year, he might be now 
ſomething above forty. EEC + 2 

76. Old Heli's Daughter did the Garland bear. Heli is ſaid to be the Father of the. 
Bleſſed Virgin. See Euſebius his Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, who, from the relation of 
ſome Chriſtian Jews, gives one of the cleareſt Solutions of the difficultiesin the Ge- 
nealogies that I've ever ſeen; tho? 'tis true his Scheme is liable to ſome Objections, 
and I ſhouſd be glad to ſee any that was not. 

93. And ſcarce could Eden's Loſs it ſelf lament.) The Harſhneſs of this Thought 
Pveendeavoured to ſoften by the word ſcarce, at the beginning of the Verſe, and 
if there needs any more to do it, the Reader is defired to conſider that Foſeph 
ſpeaks here as a Lover, and therefore muſt be allowed to think more extravagantly 
than another Perſon. | 

94. Tender, nor fond, &c.] The 1d4cal Chara&er. of a good Wife. See the reſt 
below, Yer fill, 8c. 3 04 CEE a | 

I 12. I found her pregnant, now "twas eo to ſight. ] This was the beſt way I could 
think of to manage ſo nice a point with that Gravity the Subje& requir'd. 

141. On whoſe fair Soul nothought of IPs impreſt. ] Not that I think her Immaculate 
ay Popiſh ſence, but only as to the Opinion Foſeph had entertained concerning 

r, | | 
| 148. Five Courſes more through her ſhort Orb had gone.) The Remainder of nine 
Months muſt be allowed before, for obvious Reaſons. | 4 28 | 
163.\.Thus the ſweet Roſe, &c.] The Thought's too good to be my own, I had it 
from that of Vids, Rore welut demiſſa caput Roſa matutino. 
199. Thrice happy oft 1 call'd and counted her. ] In this Thought all Writers that I've 


| yetſeen on this Subje&t, either Proſe or Verſe, have agreed: for Verſe Vida, 


thus, 
Illam falicem tacit? mecum ipſa vocabam, 
* Quam Pater omnipotens tanto cumularet honore. 


And Canmezarins, I think beyond him here, which he is not often. 


Oculos dejeffia modeſtos 
Suſpirat, Matremgue Des wenientis adorat 
Falicemque illam, human4 nec lege creatam 
Spe wocat, necdum ipſa ſuos jam ſentit honores. 


212, All bail ! belov'd of Heav*n, and full of Grace.] Wherein I include both 


Sencesof the zaigs nerermuirn. | 
237. 04y Faith Inot refuſe, &c.] I choſe to take all the Ages Diſcourſe, and 
Vngin's Anſwer together, which makes 'em more entire, and I think more Poetical 


than if with many Interruptions and Interrogations. 


251. And melt my raviſhd Soul with Heavenly Love.) Not unlike Vida's, - 
Viſaque predulci mihi corda liqueſcer: amore. 


260, A far greater namethan Wife.]J That of a Friend. | 
261. Net fill T bore an undiſputed ſway. ] Undoubtedly the Bleſſed Virgin was endu'd 
ugal as well as Solitary Graces and Virtues, and accordingly from her I 


e Picture of a good Wife ; more defenſibly Pm ſure than the contrary is 
uſually 


_ 
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uſually draw their Madonna's, or Pictures of. the:Bleffed Virgin ; nay, I'm credi- 
bly informed, fomething very like- it-was :done forve faw; years. ſince in Ireland, 
where tfiey borrowed the Face of a very lovely-Perjen of Qup/ity to pur upon the 77. 
gin, I ſuppoſe, that they might have ſome Excu{t for theirdel/atry. ..: 


* * * _ 


© , 264. I» onr low Houſe, 8c.) Vida beſitows many Marble Pillars on't,. and makes 
it a fatttous bufineſs, indeed morelike the Palacc of her: Apte/iors, than an Habira- 
tionfor Perſons of their low Foraines;: I: think therefare..my . Howſe.is better. than 
Kis, 4rntan low built thing," agreeable to their: way! of living; ſuppole like-one of 
Our Cottages.in Lincolnſhire. Sz | | . Sno! Syodt noo” 
2 80,—my Conſent — And Compari-obtain'd.}. T thihk.it. more probable that her 
Hutband Toſeph went with her, than that ſhe ſhould wander by her ſelf Quite croſs 
the Country: OO OG: UPTEID If Aa 
© 284: Pefal'Gilhoa J+ The Reaſon of. that Epithet is aWgned inthenext Verſe... 
_ .285. New Walls of Shemir's ancient Town, ] Samearia, firſt nam'd from Shemir, of 
whom its Ground was bought : long after rebuilt by: Hera#, and called Schaffe. * 
288. NearDothan's Plains: Tam not ignorant that, moſt of | our modern + Travel 
lers, eſpecially the Catholicks, make Dothan far:enough from. Shcchyzy and Samar; 
nay they deſcribe it, Reliques-and all (the. Fir:that 7eſepp.was pur in; and tis. a won- 
der they ha'm't a ſmall parcel of his Coat too) about two hours journey from 44agdala, 
ſome ſcores of Miles front the true Dotbun3>Which cis plains mult be near Samaria, 
for when Farob ſent Foſeph to look for his Brethren, he told him they were ar, o 
near,” Shethem; but they Were gonethenceto-Dotben,, whither he ſoon followed oy 
found *em, which he cotildot fo eaſily/have.done, had they criven their Cattle 
quite over Gilboz and Kiſhon, almoſt ſixty Miles from Shechem. "Thus can, 1gnorance 
remove both Plains and Motntains where Faith is tao weak to do it. HR 
"289. Gerizins proud Altar. I fay Altar not Temple, becauſe at this time Thes 
lieve they had no Temple there, what they once had being den oliſhed, -inhis zeal, 
by Fobn Hircanus, before the Birth of our Saviour ; I fay, Built in ſpite, becauſe, 
as Foſephits tells tis, ** Manaſſe, the Son-in-law of Tobias, | being baniſh*'d from Fe- 
& ruſalem, Nebem. 13. 28. fled to the. Heathen or Mungrel>Samaritazis, and built 
there an Avri-Temple on Mount Gerizim. | 

293. Andthe third Noen.) Tis about three days. Journey from Nazareth to Fern: | 
ſalem, as Surius tells us Lib. 2. P 395. [But Zacharys Houſe not being much fur- 
ther, they might travela little faſter, and getthither thar Night. 

296. To Geba Town, our welcome Journey's end. } Zachary's Houſe, ſays Fuller, 
was near to Emmaus, tho? in his Map tis of the two nearer Geba, and it might in- 
deed be near both, ſince there's bur little diſtance between//em. | 
298. The pleaſant Seat of Aged Zachary) To tell the truth, F built Zachary's 
Houſe from the very Ground my ſelf, arid thought it all pure Fancy, but it luckily 
happens 'twas exactly ſuch a one as I deſcribe it, as I haye.ſince fonnd in my P:l- 
grim, p. 433» © Maiſon de Sain# Zachary, &c. The Houſe of St. Zachary is very 
< pleaſantly ſeated on the top of a little Hill. Ir has a-Fountain of delicate Cry- 
ſtal Waters, . not far from the Gate which is towards the Eft. 

300. Such as ## humble Contitry-Prieft became} 1 can't think him ahy more ; or 
but: a fort of. Prebendary at the height of his Preferment, - by his waiting in his 
courſe at thie Temple, much as ours do at the Cathedrals. 

- "3h GPa) Strearn.) See laſt Note: but one. 

327. And ter ſince as ſtrangely filent been.J- Vide infra. 7 | | 

329. Thus inſpir'd began. Ti probable ſhe had her Son's Name by In{piration, as 
Zachary had it revealed, ſince he could not tell it her, and if he had wrirten it be- 

_ the might with that have ſatisfied their Relarions without a new conſulting 
im. | 

:.-259. ©* Hail Mary !]. Thope there's rrothin -Fitious 1n this Poetical Addreſs to 

the þ fed From, 4 I ſins there) no - 9d xn follows it, _—_— 

As ans offend atly | judicioas Reader,” any more than / Hail, bright Ceci- 

472; due with fares Fornrs.) Accorditip'to the Chymilts Fancy, who talkmuch 


of curing the Leproſity of baſer Metab, in order to their Tray{mutation. 411. Of 
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411. Of thoſe around Tablets ayd Style demands. 'Theanciehc way of writing.) a- 
mongſt moſt Nations ; ſo well known, there's;.-kthink,: ro'need ro-defcribe it. 

485: Til thrice we ſaw the Silver Cynthia's Wane] -* Tis notiexpreſt indeed that 
the V irgin was preſent at Eliz.4berb's Labour, but's. ſeems extreamly proBable; Yor 
the Angel told her at his Salutatien, : that *rwas:thtn the (fixth Month: with her: that 
' was called Barren ;/ and afterwards Mary abode with het three Months, when her 
full time being come, ?cis.not likely | her - Couſin- would leave:her before ſhe'fhw 
her delivered. 110} Siva 5 15:2 920 

444+ The' Angel nods, as knowing what I meant.”] This he might eaſly'do (withvut 
being in a- proper ſence, | xwgNoyrgc;, which belongs to God only)! by Zachary's 
Atien, Face, and other Circumftances. | T6 rs 5,954 
1.493. When the Eternal League began.) Eternal, if .underſtoodof ' che Covenant 
made with the natural Poſterity of . Abraham for. outward Bleflings, mutt only! fg 
nifie a /ong time, as it uſually does in the Holy Scriptures. If of the fpiritual:Clik 
dren.of faithful. Abrabam, it nfuſf be taken 1n its proper ſence; either of which 
will. do in the preſent Caſe. 112159 21 132th bc, \- 1213 
' $23. I ſee his Orient Light ariſe.) The Word Orient is taken in-our Language 
(unleſs. Pm out) either for Pluſt7ious or Eafern.  Iaim therein at an od but a good 
word which our Tranſlators here:make uſe of, : who render the” word 4ven43;" the 
Day-ſpring, tho' it ſignifieth alſo the Branch, by which Name our-Saviour was of- 
zen | oe ;_ which Sence of. the Word I've alfo given. 3, Xe 

| $53+ Departing Winter's ſelf.] It does not much afte& me whether our Saviour's 
birth were in. December, September, March, os whatever Month beſides - tho? 
Pm extreamly well ſatisfied I've one day appointed, whereon to celebrate the Me- 
mory of that greateſt Blefling that God ever gave to Man. 

. 558. And all the-pretty Flowers that dreſs the \Spring.] The End of W/-nteris the 
Beginning of the Spring ; and forthe Flowers, /at that time growing wild in P4le- 
ftime, fee Eugene Rogter,, who-liv'd ſometimein the very Convent of Nazareth, as 
I find him quoted by Walker, in his Life of Chriſt p. 79. S. 102. © This City of 
Nazareth, ſays he, © is well called a Flower, forT might affirm, that having run 
* through many. Realms, and view'd many Provinces in 4ffa, Afric, and Enrope, 
I never ſaw any.comparable to this of Nazareth, for the great number of fair 
* and odoriferous Plants and Flowers, which grow. wild there throughout all rhe 
&« Seaſons of the Year : for from December to April, all the little Hills, Fields and 
* 'Way-fides are enamelPd with Anemonies, Hyacinths, &c. and Surius to the ſame 
ſence, and almoſt in the ſame-words. | 
 . 563. Theno're Kedummim's Streams. ] Vid. Lib. 1: 

$72. © A ſecret Foy through all my Soul did glide.) From that trae, .and I think 
univerſal Obſervation of the Poet, Neſcio qud natale ſolum, 8c. | | 
$74. © And Rachel's Tomb to 16' left begant” appear. ] A bad imitation of that in 
Virgil, | | | 
u Hinc adeo media eſt nobis via, namque ſepulchru 
Incipit apparere Bianoris. | 


619. © This dene, 1 to a well known Cave repair.] Walker's account on't is thus, 
p-26. $ 27. © "Tis, ſays he, aplace of common receipt on the Eaſt ſfide-of Berhle- 
** bem, without the Town made in a hollow Rock. asis uſizal for Srablesinthat Rocky 
** Country, where was a Manger alſo cut out of the Stone. Swrius fays, that'abour 
* Ann. Dom. 326. the Empreſs Helena built a ſtately Church over this Cave, 
©* which remains to this day,, the' Cave or Grott it felf being under the Quire. ' The 
* very place where Tradition ſays the Bleflſed Virgin was deliver'd, being cover'> 
* with an handſome white Marble, in the middle of which is inlaid a green Faſper, 
** of about a Span diameter, round which Faſper is 4 Cirele-of Gold, in form of' # 
* Sun, with four Rays of ſeveral Colours, made of Diamonds, Rybies, Granates, 
©* and other precious Stones, in theCircle are graven in Capital Characters theſe 
*. Words, HERE:WAS BORN JESUSCHRI1ST OF THE VIR- 


*GIN MARY. : X 236-1306970D 6 
624. Whether 


5 


—— % . 


72 
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624. Whether by Art bew'd in the living Stone.] From Sannazarins, 
 Incertum manibuſve bominum geniove potentis , 
| Nature formatum | 
638. Faint did the Lamp os neighbouring Edar burn. ] The Watch-Tower of Ear, 
in the Fields of -Berblebern, * North Eaſt the Town. GD: 
- 652. In her chaft Arms tb Eternal Infant ies. JT think 'tis Cowley's thought and words, 
; 668.: Lowting low.) One of Spencer's and I think Chancer*s Phrafes,: ſignifying no 
more than a rufic ſort of a Bow. | Ih 
674. Claius, who lately the lewd Town had left.] An innocent paſtoral Fable, pro- 
per-enough, I think, here ; ſome notuntike it being uſed by Caſimir and others on 
the fame occaſion. But I am ſenſible there are ſome parts of this Deſeription-which 
ha'tr't the true CharaFer of Paforal Poetry : tho' for the Greek Names they were com- 
mon then ang the Jews, witnels S. Peter 'himfelf, and why not Shepherds as 
418. O14 Father Jacob's Travel: theſe relate, &c:) 'A probable Subje&t enough for 
their Songs and Diſcourſes, it being in this very, place where he pitcht his Tent, 
Gen. 35-21, 22 SNPS 3. 95 ; | 
757. A Cave and homely Stable claims his Birth. | By the word Stable there's' more 
Liberty allowed than if *t had been Manger, the Greek gdrm ſignifying both, - an- 
ſwering I think pretty exatly to Preſepe in the Latin. However all Antiquity 
have agreed that Chriſt was born in a Cave, notan Houſe, as Grorius proves out of 
Fuſftm and others. 
787. Each bumble Straw indues = form of Gold.) from that of Vide, 
mmm {OTC 
Stramina tetra, modo LS. NUNC Anrea cernas, 
823. An Heavenly Youth of thoſe who waited there.) According to Mr. Med:'s No- 
tion, and indeed the belief of all Antiquity, that the Angels are always attending 


in Holy Places, in which, according to him, conſiſts the Shechinah, or Tokens of. 


God's peculiar Preſence. KL 

879. He ſaid, when ſtrait to Bliſs his Soulretir d, 

And ſlumbring ſoft he with a Smile expird.] It's very probable Simeon lived not 
long after this Prophecy, and he could never dye in better 7;me, than imme- 
diately after he had made it. - The ſame thought almoſt, exactly in the fame drefs, 


I've lince metin Y:da. 


. Hye ubi, conſeſtim weluti cedentia ſommo, 
"Lumina demiſt,, yrs 57 ibi morte quievit. | 
910. Abſtrafted from her ſelf, for God was all. } Three or four of theſe Lines con- 


tain a great part of the ſo much talk'd of myſtical Divinity, which I'm inclin'd to * 


think has neither fo »uch nor ſo little in't as many have imagined. It ſeems indeed 
no more than an affeation of hard Words to expreſs or rather conceal ſuch Truths 
as are plain and eaſie; and if the Profeſſors of ic would but honeſtly tell us; that 
by their ſuper-eſſential Union of Nothing with Nothing, their Self-annhilation, &c. they 
only meant [The moſt profound abaſement and humiliation of a pious Mind be- 
tore the Almighty, abſtracted from all outward Obje&s, moſt intimately retired 
into ic ſelf, yet not deferring any thing to its own Merits, but exerting the moſt 
fervent Adts of Proſtration and Adoration,] This would be good ſence, and 
what any good Chriſtian might eaſily | underſtand, X Jo. 55 

926. To all the Juſt, by ber and Heaw/n approvd.J See our Mede's Notion of the 
Es664rcry among his excellent Works. 

931. From the Fair Fields of happy Araby..] They came from the Eaſt, as the Scrip- 
ture tells us, and Arabia lay that yr from the Holy Land. Nor am I much con- 
cerned whether they were Kings,. a fort of Royteless, like the Arabian Shecks at pre- 
ſent, or iſe Men only, tho? I rather incline to the latter, becauſe of their Pover- 
71.3 lince, had they been rich, we can't ſuppoſe their Preſents would have left the 

irgin ſo poor, that both Foſephand his Son ſhould ſtill work at their Trades, as we 
find they did. But let 'em be never fo poor, or never fo wiſe, I can ſcarce believe. 
*:m downright #:/ards, as ſome of the Fathers make *em. . 
3. EDS 937. To 


LIMI 


F Notes oz the Second Book. 


71. 


—— 


937. To Jordan*s doubrful Brim. Becauſe it overflows all its Banks in time of Har- 


veſt. Joſh. 3- 15. ,— —_— | 
47- With bis own Blood be dyes the ſlippery Throne.] He kill'd his Wife Merianme, 


his Brother Pheroras, his three Sons, Alexander, Ariſtobulus, and Antipater, the laſt 


juſt as he was himſelf expiring ; and indeed if chey were like their Father, *twere 
pity any of the breed ſhould have been left. Yid. Fof. Antiq. bib. 6. cap. 17. & lib. 7. 

950. Tho bim ſolate they their Mefliah bail'd.) Exſebius, in his Hiſtory, gives an 
account of that Se& among the Fews mentioned in the Evangeliſts, and called Hero- 
dians, Who, as he ſays, flattered Herod the great with the Title of the Meſſiab, cele- 
brating a religious annual Feaſt to his Honour. *Tis perhaps worth remark, that 
' not oneof thoſe, who unjuſtly uſurp'd that incommunicable 7zzle, either in thoſe 

25 or fince, as He, Barochebas, Fudas, and in our times, David Sabbati-Sevi, 
and others, but what came to miſerable Ends. 

975. Rama's Lord.) Foſeph of Arimathea, as before. ES 

105 1.—Which we eſpy —From a ſmall Hill. If there ſhould be none ſuch found in 
the Maps of Bethlehem, I hope the Reader will eaſily ym it, ſince the throwing 
up 120 Or three Mountains is but a ſmall Poetical Miracle. x4 

1070. Had reach'd the Foreſt of the Tekoite=Beth-Haccerem we ſhun.] The Foreſt 
or Wilderneſs of Tekoab lies a little South of Berblehem, in the way to Egypr, and 
Beth- Haccerem is near it, we read in Fer. 6. 1. of both the Places together, Blow 
the trumpet in Tekoah (which ſignifies the ſound.of a Trumpet) ſet up # ſign of fire in 
Beth- Haccerem, a placeT ſuppoſe much of the Nature of our Beacons. - Now this 
Beth- Haccerem may either ſignifie the Houſe of Strong Men, or the Houſe of Ru- 
ficks; the former Interpretation I follow, ſuppoſing it a ſtrong Garriſon, proba- 
bly in ſome narrow Paſs of that Wildernefs | —. 

1076. Ofer the vaſt Sands, by Sirbon's waning Lakg.J This Lake had formerly an 
Inlet into the Sea, which being in time choakt up, 1t now ſtill grows leſs and leſs. 
*Tis recken'd the utmoſt Eaſtern Bound of Egypr. | 

1077. And Caſius Mount— For mighty Pompey's Fate and Tomb renowr?d.] Near 
this was Pompey the Great baſely killed, and afterwards buried by a poor: Soldier. 
But the Emperor Adrian in the ſame place ereeda fair Monument. 

1080. Which asks no Rain, and owns no God but Nile. ] If it be a falſe Thought, lec 
Lucan anſwer fort, ſince'tis his, whothusof Egypr, 

| — Nihil indiga mercs 
| ' , Aut Fovis, m ſolo tanta eft fiducia Nilo. 

1081. Near old Bethſhemeſh we the River croſt, 

Which both its Antient Name and God hath loft. — Now Heliopolis.] Its ancient Name 
ſeems to have been On, hence called Oni: by Prolomy, but by the Fews Berhſhemeſh 
or Houſe of the Sun, near akin to Heliopolis, or the City of the Sw», one of the 
Cities which, ?twas propheſied, ſhould leave their Idols, and ſpeak the Language 
of Canaan Towhich place many Authors think our Saviour was carried, but I 
goa little further, as /idadoes, and fix him more inthe inland Country. 

1 084. To the proud Walls of neighbouring Babylon.) This Babylon, from whence many 
think S. Peter wrote his firſt Epiſtle (tho? Be/larmine will have it Rome, rather than 
not get him there at all) has been a conſiderable Place, tho? nothing like its Name- 
ſake in Chaldea, Ir ſtood juſt at the Confluence of the Rivers Trajanus. and Nilas. 

1088. Near thoſe vaſt Pyramids. | All we can certainly tell the Reader concerning 
thoſe unwieldy Wonders, is, that they were made for no body knows what, and built 
no body knows whom; They ſtand moſt of *em about Memphis, on the Weſt bank 
of the River. - | 

I1c6. That thence the Royal Child might bear bis Name.) From that S. Mart.2: wlt.He 
ms be called, (an Hebraiſm for) He ſhell be, a Nazarene ; but where is this Propheſie ? 

think both in 1ſaiah and Zachary, our Saviour being promis'd under the name of 
Nazarene derived from the Branch V3 Nazar, which fignifies the fame thing. 

II 17. Three Luſtres ſcarce compleat.] A Luſtre is about four Years, and therefore 3 
Luſtres I think a more tolerable Per:phro/is to expreſs our Saviour's Age, than if I 
had borrow'd one from Quarles or Reynolds, and ſaid, When the Clock of his Age 
ffruck Twelve. Jo 1 E 
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T HE Introdufion from the 0a and Pleaſure of pious Contemplation and Medi- 
ration. Nicodemus and the three Diſciples find our Saviour at Gethſemane. His 
diſcourſe with him concerning ſeveral Myſteries of the Chriſtian Faith. Nicodemus departs 
well ſatisfied with the Conference 5 andGamaliel being indiſpoſed, the meeting and further 
Relation of the three Diſciples is adjourned the next day from Tolepts Garden to GamalieP's 
Houſe, where S. John goes on with their Diſcourſe of our Saviour, giving an account of the 
Baptiſt's Hiſtory, his Charatter, Preaching, Prophefies and Baptiſm, to which many come, 
and among the rejf our Saviour, who is atteſted there by the deſcent of the Holy-Ghoſt, 
like a Dove, accompany'd with a Voice from Heaven ; at which the People being about to 
take him by force and make him a King, he retires thence into the Wilderneſs, as well to 
eſcape their Importunity, and prepare for his approaching Work, as by God's permiſſion to be 
zempred of the Devil. The Deſcription of that part f the Wilderneſs whither our Saviour 
went. Inthe mean while Lucifer, who being alarum'd at the Wonders of our Saviour's 
Birth, and his appearancenow at Jordan, and doubting him to be the true Mefliah prophe- 
fred of to deſtroy his Kingdom, had obſerved him at his Baptiſm, but frighted thence by the 
Thunder, fell down into the Lake of Sodom, ariſes thence at Midnight, and gives the ſig- 
nal to all the Fiends to meet him there; his Speech on the occaſion of their meeting, Moloch s 
for undertaking to deſtroy our Saviour, but Lucifer forbids bim, and himſelf ſets about it : 
be finds our Saviour, and accoſts him inthe Shape of an old Man almoſt famiſhed, preſſmg 
him with bas firſt Temptation, to work a Miracle, and change. Stones into Bread : But 
eur Saviour knowing bim through bis diſguiſe, rejefs his Temptation 3 Night approaching 
be attacks him with others raiſing a Tempeſt, and ſeveral oth:r ways endeavouring to af- 
fright him, but without ſucceſs. The next Morning he accofts him in a glorious Form, tho? 
' not denying himſelf, finding he was diſcovered, but pretendmg Love to Mankind, eſpecially 
to our Saviour, and offering bim a Banquet, which he bad provided in the midſt of a Paras 
diſe raisd in the Wilderneſs. The Song of two attendant Spirits to invite our Savi- 
aur toreatiof the Feaft, which, on his refuſal, vaniſhes 5 and the Devil enrag'd chan- 
ges bimſelf imto the Formof ai: Dragon, and ſnatching up our Saviour, burries bim away in 
the Air, end: (ers him on a Pinacle of the Temple, whence he ſhews him below, the Prieſts, 
the Jews and Gentiles in their three Courts gazing at him, the Roman Garriſcn taking 
their Pleaſure m:the Ampbitheatre, and the Caſtle Antonia unguarded, perfwading hims to 
deſcend im the Flame of the Altar, that the Fews might acknowledge him, and. under bs 
condutt redeem their Freedom, which be might-more- ſecurely do, \becauſe God had proms'd 
#6: give his Angels charge over bim, Our Saviour having anſwered bis Text with another, 
the Devil once-more! ſnatches bim' up-and carries bim to the top of Piſgah, repreſenting is 
the Air all the Kingdoms of the Werld, 'with their Riches and Glory, ſhews him the T{hma- 
elites travelling; through the Deſarts with Caravans of ' Gold and Spices: the Kingdoms 
of Ethiopia, rhe Iſles of the Mediterranean, Italy, Rome, France, Britain : They 
back to” Eaff beyond Perſia, \over ro China and India, the principal Rarities whereof 
be deſcribes.* And; ſtill more Eaſt, croſs an undiſcovered Strait, a new World, whither 
one of his. Attendants was then condutting a Colony of Tartars; offering bim his choice of all 
theſe, or, if none would ſatisfie him, to raiſe bim a Throne on Piſgah, and make him King 
of both ;zboſe Worlds, if; by -way of - Homage for them, be'd bow down and adore him. 
Ht which blaſphemous Prepoſition, our -Sawiour inſtantly commands the Devil to leave, him, 
; the time where be was permitted i" tempt him being now elaps*d, who accordingly vani- 
ſhes away ina Cloud of Smoke and Fire, THE 
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A. 2 £ 7X | Pſalni 104, 
Indulging Food to Beaſt ahd Reft to Man, 20, 23: 
To all but Him, whom Love of Truth \ 


— 


X F'r the 


- 
* 


day dawn to cloſe. his watchful Eyes : 
Who from the buſie Worlds tumultuous Noiſe 
Retir'd, at once Himſelf and Heav'n ejoys ; 
Now dives in Mother Natures deepelt Springs, 
qr, the Cauſes and the Seeds of things : 


X Now higher ſoars on: Gonteniplations Wings ; | 
10 Views all he glorious Fwniture on high, Th 
| | T. lat 


The Third Book of 


John 3. 2+ 


That decks <h Almightie Palace in the Sky ; 


Thence the great Maker Are 6, $2 Is On, 
Till paſt our narrow Eaths attrattion gone, 
Paſt ev'n this World, his vigorous Mind can trace * 


Some Apetſhro' th' ifagitary- Space $; 

Thence s to the Thrijte, aad prdftrate there, 7 
With eq al Wal and Love preſents higPrayr Wo 
Before 'th' MFbigh, looſe from all wortdly Care, 4 


All the dull Joys, we wretched Martals know 
And theſe vexatious Hopes and Fears below. 20 
Go then my Soul! thro' Time and Matter fly, 
Beyond.the. Earth, and Air, and « So Shy 782 
BeyondFhe Place where mortal Seedw-are hurl'$,.../ F 
Beyond the flaming Limits'of the World: % 7 ©» - 
Long infinite Durations meaſure fo 
As rowling Numbers ſtill themſelyes outgo ! 
View thoſe bright Worlds of Joy which in cach other ſhine ! 
Live well chro' this ſhort World, and they ſhall all-bethine ! 
Bur firſt paul} gy Alec Blaſbbe o'er,” 1, 7- 
As plcaſe high Heavn;” many a fierce Tempeſt-more © 
Our little weather-beaten Bark muſt find, 
And ſome perhaps, ſome few white Days behind : 
Firſt in this narrow Creek, beneath a Storm 
Muſt we our long appointed Tysk perform: 
Attend our Lord t* his Goſs, bewail him there, 
And weep upon his ſacred Sepulchre ; 
Who in -M. actions all his Life —_— 
Joy 


And only in his Fathers Service joy'd : 

By Day he in the Temple pray'd and* taught ; 

Still, Night arriv'd, a calm retirement ſought 40 
At ſweet Getbſemane, there was he'found 3 

By Zebedee's two Sons, who coaſting round 

From Calvary thro' Salem's Northern Bound XY  _ 
With Cephas and the trembling Rabbi came, © © | 
Too fearful yet, and' much concern'd for Fame; 
Whom mild: our: Lotd ireceivd — _ 

With wonted Sweetneſs. and Benignity ; TY 

Silent a while he gaz'd, intent 'to ſee 

Such Royal Mcekneſs Humble Majeſty ; 


(For now the Silyer Moon began to ſhine) © 50 


Charm'd 


Charm'd with his Godlike Meen and Form Divine : 
Then thus. — If my Confeſſion ought avail 

Great Sir, who in the very Entrance fail ; 

If Rabbi !- ſuch-as me you e'r receive, 

Afraid to own thoſe Truths I muſt believe : 

Permit me to acknowledg. whar's your due, 

Nay all our Sanbedrim muſt own *cis true; 
And did not Intreft blind 'em wou'd confeſs 
With loud Hoſanns's they believe no lels : 


60 Thar you the wondrous Prophet oft foretold 


.70 


Lo 


In the Me/{aick Oracles of old: 
Approv'd from Heay'n by many a mighty Sign, John 3.2. 
Your Mon and your Doftrine all-divine : 

True, faid our Lord. My Miracles are an Appeal to Senſe 
And are to That, Authentic Evidence ; 

'Gainſt all Oppoſers they the Truth atteſt, 


Silence the Tongue, but cannot warm the Breaſt : 


A Change far deeper my ſtri& Laws require 
Of thole who not in vain to Heav'n aſfire ; 

"Tis a new Birth, a Change at once 1'th' whole, v. 4. 
At once perform'd in Body, Mind, and. Soul, 

On theſe myſterious words the Sage debates, 

And on their Senſe a while he heſitates : 

Then thus goes on — Rabbi ! of what you fay 

If Senſe may not be Judg, ſure Reaſon may ; 

And Reaſon ſeems —_ and clear to me, 

This ſtrange new Birth you urge can never be. 

To whom our Lord. And Rabbi are you read 

So meanly then among the mighty Dead ? 

Muſt others from your Lips Inſtruction learn, 

Who not. your ſelf theſe plain fir Traths diſcern ? 

If Reaſon what Senſe offers juſtly weigh, 

And ofer it bears an undiſputed Sway ; 

Why ſhould not Reaſon ro Religion yield, 

As Senſe, when Reaſon comes, muſt quit the Field? 
"Tis a good humble Guide, but when it ſoars too high, 
"Tis Reaſon what ſeems Reaſon to deny. 

Shall Mans weak Anowledg fathom boundleſs Might, 


Or Limits fix to what is mmfmite ? 


90 Or the great Spirit by your low Laws confin'd 


L 3 {et 


The Third Book of 


16, 


Matth. 11: 
25. 


Pſal. 51. 10. 


Ezek. 11 9, 
18, 21, 


John 3. 12. 


13. 


16, 17. 
Haiah 5. 6. 


John 3. 18, 


19, 20+ 


Aft nothing that's beyond a Mortal Mind ; 


Which as it pleaſe its Favours can convey, 
. Unknown to Men the Reaſon, Time, and Way? 


Go track the Wind and tell me where it goes? 
From what deep Source its headlong Current flows ? 
Whence into Gulphs 'tis form'd, and how and where 
It makes ſuch ſtrange Meanders in the Air ? 
How, not a Body, or not ſo to Sight, 
All Bodies yield to its impetuous Might 2 
If you're with modeſ? Silence forc'd to own 
Ev'n much of that which ſtrikes the Senſe unknown 
With more of Reaſon you'll your Reaſon {ce 
In Revelation loſt, and Myſtery : 
Nor darkly this to Saints of old revea[d, 
Tho' from the wiſe and prudent now conceal'd ; 
This faw great Jeſſes Son by Heav'n infpir'd, 
Who a new Heart with ardent Vows defir'd : 
The Prophet this, who ſtruck with ſacred Awe 53 
Near Chebars ſtreams the wondrous Viſion ſaw : | 
X This ev'n the Gentile World — but that pure Law) 
I now promulge, far nobler Truth contains, | 
Which yet to you and them unknown remains : 
X A God thit takes the Form of Man to dic ; 
A Son of Man that lives Eternally : 
A God who Robes of mortal Clay doth wear 
To Place confm'd—. a Man that's ev'ry where : 
Sent by the Father yet Himſelf the ſame ; 
(The Everlaſting Father is his Name,) 
On this bad World the laſt Efforts to prove 
Of aundeſery'd, yet unexbauſted Love, 
Loft Man to ſave, and raiſe to endleſs Day, 
Firm Faith in him and holy Works the way. 
The Sage with his ſhort Viſit not content 
Almoſt a Convert from the Garden went: 
From what he knew, what was behind he gueſt, 
And more impatient grew to hear the reſt : 
Scarce did the Suns impartial beams begin 
To gild a World of Yanity and Sin, 
E'r he next morning did Gamaliel ſee 
And him agen invites to Calvary ; 
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| The Conf rence, which they all ſo much admir'd,þ 


Who, indiſþos'd, of Joſeph had defir'd 
p, 


Might at his Houſe be firiſh'd; where retir'd, 
And undifturb'd th' Apoſtles might relate 

What yer remain'd of their great Maſters Fate : 
Th' Arimathean yields; and when they came 
With like Facility they grant the ſame ; 

Who at the Houſe arriv'd, and they and he 
Receiv'd with Chearful Hoſpitality, 


146 His Friends, with a ſhort neat Collation cheer'd, 


Gamaliel thus, the Room and Table clear'd, 
To Zebedees, and Fona's Son addrelſt : 
What yeſterday you told us, 'tis confeſt, 
The Air of Truth and Wonder has, nor we 
Without a groundleſs Incredulity = 
Can doubt what ſuch high atteſtation brings, 
From Heav'n, and Earth, from Shepherds, Angels, Kings : 
Whoſe firm foundation equally relies 
On Faith, and Senſe, Wonders, and Propheſies : 


- 1506 Since this from whar's already paſt is clear, 


The reſt more earneſt we deſire to hear ! 

Thus he, thus all who fate attentive there : 
When th' Elder of the Zebedean Pair ; 
If this ſo much your wonder move, tejoyn'd, 
What will be left for what remains behind, 
Which yet far more Deſerves 2 — 
What by all 1/rael was at once Diſcern'd 
* Or from our Maſter's ſacred Lips we learn'd ? 
His AbFinence, his Tryal; and Diſtreſs, 


160 And dreadful Combat in the Wilderneſs 


170 * And old Bethabara, where ferrying o'er 


With Mans ſworn Foe, and Heav'ns, who thro' the Air 
Him to the Temples Roof did fearleſs bear : 

Bur firſt how he did Heav'ns Commands obey, 
Baptiz;d altho' no Crimes to purge away, 

In Jordan's ſacred Waves, more pure than they : 

For now vaſt Crouds you might at Enon lee 

With the great Son of aged Zachary : 

Enon and Salim, where rich Jordan falls, 

T Not far remov'd from valiant Bethſhan's Walls, 


Mat. 3-ult 


John 3. 33. 


The Third Book of 


Matt. 3. 4. 


2 Kings 1, 
8, - 


Matt. 3. 4. 


| Men firſt arrive upon the diſtant ſhore Y 


Here the great Baptift came, who from a Child, 
His Life had ſpent in Juda's fertile wild, 
* Ten thouſand little Villas ſcattering wide 
Their fruitful Flocks and Fields on ev'ry ide : 
Auſtere he liv'd, remov'd from all reſort 
Of the proud Gity or the pompous Court : 
Here tho' he was to a fair Fortune born 
The Worlds vain Pleaſures ſoon he learnt to ſcorn : 
Such humble Clothing and mean Food he us'd, 
As frugal Nature of her ſelf produc'd ; 
His Robes from the rough Camels ſhoulders torn, 
Such ſpoils of Beafts by ancient Hero's worn, 
Such great Elijah wore, his Food he found 
Read prepar'd on every Tree and Ground ; 
And it by chance on his low Table lay 
A Honey Comb, 'twas then a Feſtal day : 
How little frugal Nature will ſuffice! 
How hard to pleaſe luxurious Avarice ! 
Thus taught the pamper'd World to conquer Senſe, 


Matt.11.18, Himſelf a pattern of tri Abſtinence : 


Mar. 3. 2. 


Mal: 4. 1. 


Matth. 23. 
33- 
Luke 3. 5. 


Severe his Life and Garb, his Words the ſame, 
From Heay'n he arm'd with Zeal and Thunder came 
To rouſe a ſtupid World, abroad he went 

By Jordan's banks and cry'd aloud Repent ! 
Turn, I{rel, turn, and caft thy Sins away? - 
Repent before the great and dreadful day ! 
Gloomy and dark as Hell's or wh night, 
Or only ſcen in Claps of fearful light. 

This beauteous Yanlt above no more the ſame, 
Bur like an Oven, hot with deadly flame ; * 
'Tis fed and kindled by th' Almighty's breath 


Which pleas'd = Life, but angry Storms and Death : 


Large flakes of pointed flame wide circling round 
Shall lick the Stubble from the gaping ground : 
Both Phariſee and Sadducee mult go ® 

=_ me their Sin in endleſs worlds 4 wor : 

The holy Zipocrite and Atheiſt lewd, T * 
Bur firſt tos. Phariſees a viperous brood ! * 
Cou'd you be cer miſtaken ? Cou'd you be 
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Mſled with your Infallthiltsy fv ii\92n\ 9 1 313; FRETS”, 
What ſtrange Caprice did-ya: to good incline 2:1! |1r-) Math. 4. 
How came you once to ſhunthe: Wrath divine 2 \', _ {; #1; Luke 37.” 
Preſt wich your Crimes, cthe;Cþurch,, the Church, you. ery 
Your meaning Grandurt,-Wealth and'; Paley : © | [+ - 
Each one a Child-of God;: all: fign'd and.\ſeal'd_. +: +: - 
As your Salvation were'frony Heav'nteveald. | 
How long will madly you! againſt-the. Skies, 1-315} -; 
A War maintain, how: loog 'believe. in;Lies? | 
240 Fly Wretches rather, er it be too lated i: G 
For Refuge fly from ſwift approaching, Fate | 1, 7 1-1 
You're loſt it you a-mement longer ſtay, - Ag! 
You're ſafe if now you tun,” for noaw:you may ns 
Repentance and an holy Life-the ways';;:-: Yor:; 
So you'll among thoſe: boly. Souls. have: place; 
Reſcu'd and ſav'd by Heay'/ns peculiar grace 
From this vaſt Ruin, lo your longing -Eyes - 
Shall ſee the Sun of Righteouſneſs atile; 
Ariſe to cloſe each Mortal Wound within, 
240 To cure the Poj/on of: that Serpent, Sin : ' 
High-rais'd he like-the Brazan-Serpent brings | Num. 21.5: 
X Life and Salvation'in his. healing Wings us tt 
None look but live, recov'ring galping Breath, 
And wondrous Strength arnid(t the pangs of Death;' ; 
Theſe the true promis'd Canaan ſhall pollels, | 
While others periſh in the Wilderneſs; "ON 
Theſe ſhall thro' the wide World triumphing go, A; 
And by their blood ſubdue each hell-born Foe; q Heb. 3. 17. 
All Lands their ſacred Law ſhall entertain, _ ; + Mitits 4,5: 
240 And o'er the Nations the Meſſiah reign : = | 
Wha ſtrange effe&s among th' admiring Jews 
His holy Life and Do&rine Fa produce 
Is known to all ; each crowding Region hears, 
Parg'd in bleft Jordans Waves, but furſt in Tears: 
X Thoſe who in wild Perea wander'd wide, - 


Matth. 3.8; 


Mal. 4. 2. 


Near Jabbock's Ford or Arnott's Streams reſide ; 
Succoth and Peniel whoſe ill-natur'd Pride 
Brave Jerubball reveng'd when Midian fled ; We. : 
And where before his Flocks old Jacob fed: _ Judges 6. 8, 
250 * Jabeſh where Saul ſuch welcome Succours brought, 
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And Gilbos ook bis aff fought, 
2 Sam. af Heav'n and his Fods: / 'd; andmirh 
_ He loſt the day, his \Sow; his Gown 4nd Life 
All wh6'onh erkaaz of Jordan go, 
Joſh. 3. 15, Whoſe Fields his feelitful Waters overflovy : 
John 1. 44. Some from Bubſaldd far trmore diftarir once 
| ArtraQted by the Prophets growing! 
- From ſtrong Tb##tas fone; arid > as down 
From Tabor's Momnt'\and farn'd Brthalis's Town: 
Theſe from old Shaleks, Thebi; Bez go, * 260 
From Pi/gab thee, and theſe from Jericho ; 
Matt. 3.5. Bur thoufands frona the Rejul 'Ciry come, 
And almoſt ertipry leave their Nawve home : 
' You know how much otre Blers did efteem | 


ad fore 


The Baptiſt, know the Meſſaxe ſerit to him, 
And honours paid by our learti'd Sanhedrim. 
Too well Gamaliel with 2 ſ#b reply'd, 
I know that Story and the faral Pri 
With which his Teſtimony we deny'd : ; 
In vain we ſaw and heard; for -I was ſent . 270 
The Truth to try, afid ill I dread th event 
Of our rejefting bimt; bur Sir proceed ! 
He' thus —. — The Baptiſt now had thouſands freed 
In Jordan's Waves, their Leprofie of Sin 
Firſt open laid, theh #aſh'd away thetcin : 
After the reſt our Savidtr wow content 
Matt. 3:13. And pleas d thar fuch 54ſt Gow before him wett | 
. © - Whom whea the Buptif? ir} the St#ta#1 did ſee 
John 1.:33- The Divine Spirit foft-whiſp'tihg this is be ; 
| With pious Rew'rence at his Feet he tell 280 
And haild th undanbre, King of Hrael : 
Nor dar'd attempt to pu#ye Tink kfew no Crime, 
Matt. 3. 14. But trembling ask'd to be Baptix'd of him : 
Our Saviour mild requires Him to pettmir; 
He all perform'd that wiſer Htav'n ouphir fic; 
Who came the Luw amd Goſpel to fulfil, 
To. do and ſuffer all his Fathers Will: 
| He yields at lengeh; utiwvilling atid af+aid 
_ And what he cou'd h6t evmprebinid; obey'd : 
«bt "or ſoonet he Who catric tlie World to ſave . 296 
| Had 


- . John 1. 19. 
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Had ſan#ifidtair Jordan's Limpid Wave By 
| By waſhing there, no ſooner from the Stream © + 
He reach'd the Bank, when, lo !' a Feay'nly beam: - 


Shot from the Clouds, which modeſtly remove-. ..;.;/ KY 
2 2h * Matt. 3: 164 


* To: give it way, and lo !| a wondrous Dove 
Almoſt un/ufferable to behold, | 
| Silver his Breaſt, his Neck and Wings of Gold; -. 
' Came ſoftly wafted thro' the yielding Air, - + | 
And whilſt he kneefd in Extafie and Prayr 


* 309. .Upon our Saviour's ſacred. Head did reſt ,  , | 
| ' *Ar once enlighten'd that and warm'd his Breaſt; ' 
With Grace immeaſurable. did inſpire ,'\' © 6 
And fill'd him with his own Celeſtial fire:  *\ - 
- Agen the Clouds with lambent Lightning broke; 


And thus th' All-bigh.in awful Thunder ſpoke.. "Dp 


=” Th' Eternal Son of God by Miracles approyd: - 


, « To reſcue finful Man, and from j 
: 318-- All knew the Yoce of their, Eternal Lord, 


« ], the Eternal Father full of Mercy — goon 


S * All beard and knew, .and trembled, and ador'd; 

E, Prepare to kiſs the Son, due honours bring, . 

AZ '* And or his own-lov'd Nation hail him King. 

: But ab! for Earthly. Thrones he was not born, 

3 Here all che Growns he ſought were made of Thorn :' | -; 
On | Thoſe glitr' ring Toys.he cou'd. with caſe delpile, - 


And to the Deſart: thence the Hero flies, 
To ſhun what others often conrt-in' vain; 
' Deſtroy the World and damn themſelves to gain : 

328*, . A dreadful Wild.chere is, ourltrecching wide 

*lcs ſpacious Skirts by fruickul Edows's fide, 

Impervious to.the Suns all-cheering bght ; 5, 

There reign black Florror and perpetual. Night : 

Never diſturb'd by one intruding Star . . © 

To guide the weary wandring Traveller : 

A dark uncomfortable Vault the whole: 

And underneath here ſooty Currents. rowl 

Of dull Bicumen, there their period make, 

And ſtagnate in ſome melancholy Lake. 
339; No Hlowerson th' unlucky; Rivage grew, 

s M : 


alt vengeance ſave. 


by The Baptiſm. 


Pſal. 68. 13: * 


<« Glad Mortals here behold! whom from my Breaſt belov'd, 
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Gen. 3. 
Rom. 5.12. 


Gen. 3.15. 


—_— —————— 


No Herb or Tree but the black = wi 
Rough Cypreſs for fad Herſes only made, 
And heavy Ebon cafting deadly ſhade, 

With Thunder-blaſted Oaks — 
If any where an open Plat was found, - 


Vaſt Serpents rowl'd along the ſandy Ground, . 
Theit num'rous Trains; on half-burnt Trunks around 
State Birds obſcene, foul Harpies, Vultures fell, 

And all the ugly monſtrous Forms of Fell; 

All Miſchiefs carry'd in their Foice and Face 340 
Nor could bode more to that unhappy place. 

Such was the Field of Battle ſuch the Stage 

Where our Great Captain did all Hell engage : 

Rapt, by the ſacred Spire, he thither flies, F 

Ardent © achieve the glorious Enterprize: 

Already he his Rebels ſtrength did know 

Already gropied the redoubted Foe : 
Who ſtung with Envy, fwoln with fooliſh Pride, 
His mighty Rivals force fucceſslels try'd ; 
The ſacred Mount of God affefting vain 350 
Transfixt he fell with all his blaſted Train, | 
To thoſe uncomfortable Regions where 


For ever reign Confuſion and Deſpair : 

Whence ſometimes /allying out, the burden'd 4ir 
They laſh with loathom Wings, and pleas'd diſperſe 
Miſchief and Murder round the Hniverſe : 

With theſe their Prince himſelf had Broke his Chain ; 
And hardly here leſs abſolute did reign 

Than in his own ſad Reatns, fince that unhappy fall 
Which in our lackleſs Parents loſt us all : 360. 
His Fate he knew, and did diſdainfu] dread 

That the weak Womans Seed mult” bruiſe his Head: 
This deep he now revolv'd-with conſcious fear ; 
Concluding his long fated-fall was near: 

Himſelf wide ranging round, with piercing eyes 

He much diſcern'd, and much his watchful ſpies : 
From thoſe at Herod's Court in ambuſh lay, 
From thoſe who bask'd'in the warm beams of day; 
Who in lone Woods like luſtful Satyrs rove, 


Or Barthly Fiends that Blood and Marder love : 370 


\ 


What 
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What yet had paſs'd he heard, and all reſerv'd 

In bis dark mind, bur had himſelf obſerv'd 

What at the Temple chanc'd, for always there 7 
With deep malicious thoaghts, and utmoſt care, _ 
He watch'd to catch each looſe unguarded Pray ; 


Which wandring found, before they reach'd the Throne, 


He /eiz/d as his and thought 'em all his own : 
Alarm'd with all the Wonders heard and ſeen, 
He Mary's Son did from his Birth begin 

380 As the great promisd Seed to hate and fear, 
But more when he from Jordan's banks did hear, 
By a quick ſubtle Spirit poſted there, 
The famous Baptiſt did to all declare 
In no dark Types involv'd, expreſs and plain, 
The near approach of the Meſſiab's reign : 
Away he poſts in perſon, uneſpy'd, + 
And mingled with the Crowd on Jordan's ſide; 
Who all Baptiz'd, when Jeſus was not found 
He ſoars aloft and ſweeping wide around .. _ 

290 The Fields Triumphant did a while ſurvey, 

'* Agen prepar'd to cut his trackleſs way 

To Gods high Temple and the ſatred Town, 
Till from his Chariot looking envious down 
As with a Curſe he left 'em; he deſery'd 
The Baptiſt kneel, the People ſcatr'ring wide, 
His dreadful Foe amidft.the Waves appear ; 
He trembling ſaw, and almoſt dropt for fear £ 
But when he .did th' atteſting Thunder hear 
By whole intolerable Terrors drivin 


460 Wielded by Michael's Arm of old he fled from Heav' n; 


No more he cou'd endure — _ 

Bur thence- precipitate his flight did take, 

Wide ſwooping down thro Sodom's Brimſtone-lake : 

So tumbling thro' the. Clouds the Pulture flies 

As at vaſt diſtance he the Quarry ſpies, 

Struck by the Royal Eagles piercing: Eyes : 

Confusd and trembling there obſcure.he lay, 

Nor durſt agen aſcend, 'till hated day | 

Forſook the World, and night a,covert made _ - 
4to To hide his ſhame in, her lov'd conſcious ſhade : * 

A 2 


*4.2 
Fi Y WE. 


—__ __ A Ss 4 « 


os OAT WIL, 
* 
1 . me ® 
. ”, * Ca a! %. 
%. 


The Third Book of 


Then mounting from the deep with Sulphur crown'd 
All flaming, caſt his glaring Eyes around 
And gladly wou'd have curſt th' unhappy ground, 


Then for a Council ſtrait the Signal gave : 


But finding 'twas too late, did doubly rave ; 


The Demons croud from ev'ry lonely Grave. 
Each wretch whom they, poſſeſs d, in triumph led 
Thro' the polluted Manſions of the dead : 
The Conclave fills, from Earth and Hell away 
They haſt, proud Belial, Luftful 4ſmoday : | 420 
Their Nature in their Looks and Forms expreſt, 
And haughty Moloch taller than the reſt : 
Ev'n more enrag'd than when at firſt he fell, | 
T heir Prince appear'd, and ſomething worſe than Fell, 
More deadly, more malicious did ſurpriſe 
His Court, nor dar'd they meet his angry Eyes. 
None durſt accoſt the wayward Thrant, none 
Durſt ſpeak or look, bur trembled round his Throne, 
Who thus enrag'd began— *© And are we grown 
© So tamely good, ſo worthy more than Hell 430 
© We dare not bravely once again rebel? 
© None counſel, none adviſe, nor a, but yield 
©Without one parting ſtroke the glorious Field 
©'To this young Conqu'ror 2 Muſt our Empire fall 
* And he alone polleſs the, ſpacious Ball? © 
© Forbid it Fate and theſe right Hands, nor we 
*So long in vain have tafted Liberty : 
© He can but thunder, and long ſince we knew 
© And felt the worſt his angry Bolts can do: 
© Shall Man his Slave ſo oft his Vengeance dare, 440 
©Ev'n While he ſues for Peace and offers fair, c 
© And we do leſs, who muſt of Grace deſpair ? 
* Or will you all forget for whar you fell 
* And humbly praife your Congu/ror ev'n in Hell > 
* Muſt I forſtke and abdicate my Throne - 
* And.you Heav'ns-Deputy your Saviour own ? 
© How elle ſo tame, ſo ſilent cou'd you be, 
* Nought ſaid or done worthy your ſelves or me? 
Proud Moloch heard, but cou'd no longer bear, 
Furious he roſe, wich che ſame ſcornful 4r 
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That colt him Heav'n— *© Tis well, he cries, "tis well, 
© That he who dares {peak thus, is Prince of Hell ! 


' © Flalf this, if from an Angel, ſhould have coſt 


© His fall from thole bleſt Regions we have loſt, 

© Tho' it more deeply ſunk me, — Are we priz;d 

fNo more than þbaſ:ly to be ſcandaliz'd 

* Wich feeble Penitence ? Can that be born 

©In Zell, which even earthly Tyrants ſcorn? 

© But time and words are loſt, you kaow we're true 7 
© Sworn Enemies to Heav'n, and Friends to you. 


'-< And to convince you, ſtrait ſuch deeds we'll do- 


| 470 


© As Hell-(hall envy, at once, and fpread our Fame. 

« For late my ſelf from Jordan's Banks I came, 

© Where I a boly Phariſee polleſt 

© And left my darling Viper in his Breaſt : 
© 4ſmodeus too was there, and all the day, 

© Wirhin a Jolly Sadacee he lay : 

© [n vain it Thunder d for we both did flay, 

© And mark'd the Sau of God whoſe baunts we know; 
© Who thence did to the dreadful Deſart go 

«< Where 1/rel wander'd; thither I'll purſue, 

© And nothing want belides Commands from you 

© To cruſh this dreadful Foe 2 the Woods I'll fire 

« Nor can he ſcape, but muſt, if Man, expire 
© Fth' circling Flames; if theſe too weak-ſhou'd prove 
© The ſolid Earth I'd from its Axis move, 

© Its Bowels to th'*. affrighted Center rive | 

* And in the Gulph intomb' him yet alive; | 


© Or Whirlwinds raiſe, vaſt Hills and Rocks diſplace, 


480 © And daſh all Piſgahion his mangled Face. 
' Hefſaid, andhardly wou'd- for Orders. tay, 


490 And to the-Wild dilguis'd their Leader. goes : 


Till the grim Prince of, Hell obſtructs bis way, 
Lifting his Iron-Mace © T'o.me,. he cries, 

© Alone belongs this glorious Enterprize : 

<1! inftagcly abour the great Deſpu 

© Mine be the Glory, as:+the Danger. mine ! 


© Feavn ſoon ſhall. Mourning wear,: all. Hell ſhall joy 


* Him firſt [']] cempt to Siv, and then defiroy. .. 
This ſaid, in haſt the footy Condlove role, 


Infliuct 


" The Third Book 4a 


The Tempta- 


£103, 


Matt. 4. 2, 


Luke 3s ult, 


Inſtrats with wonted guileful Arts, and found 


Our Savieur lowly proftrate on the Ground : 
Intent his ſpotleſs Prayr before th' AMl-high 
He offers, rapt in holy Extaſie ; 


For ſtrength againſt the dreadful Combat nigh : 
He ask'd that him we might our pattern _ | 
t take: 


He ask'd as Man," what he as God migh 
Soon did the Fien's vain bopes begin to fail, | 


Ofer them that pray he knows he can't prevail ; 


Yet Tempts inviſible, 'and did 


epare 


His keeneſt Darts, all quench'd with Faith and Pray'r, 


Or driv'n:rebated back, or loft in 4. 

Ofc wou'd his Thou ohts diſorder by the chain 
Of former Thongs, but try'd as oft in vain : 
And with the ſame ſucceſs did on him try 
Falſe hopes and” joys and worldly vanity: 
0bje&s within ; and thoſe before his face, 
The " -grre and. horror of the place : 
Fruitleſs they fell and all his Labours mock, 
As ſtorms of Hail 'agginſt the ſolid Rock ; 
Each rude Aſſault'yamoy'd our Saviour bore, 
His mind ftilt fix'd on: Heav'n as 'twas before : 
The Tempter of his- heav* nly Arms afraid 


With caution farft attacks tim, whilſt he pray'd ; 


But when ſix Sabbaths-now he; proſtrate laid, 


The ſeventh well worn, at len Tr to faint began, 


And humbly tho' aGod confeft the Man; 
When this the Enemy-infultmg ſpy'd 

With ſecret. wicked Joy, be's mine 1% cry'd? f 
This Son of God.Iſoon' ſhall-Triumph o'er, 


With as much eaſe fubdv'd as that before : 


So much his' mortal: weakneſs did. del pile, 
Almoſt he'd fallerw on without nes ; 


' » Bur ſoon with deep: enreegreſ: 
Thoſe firſt warm eager. thinghts that fill'd Nis bref: 
Reſoly'd a while: mcqepit co: try 


What ſtrength, or wit, what Fs and policy 


He muſt expe&- ini his: new Enemy, 
Er open he attack'd him — this to ds 


Round his foul Form:chin airy Robes he threw, 
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© The Life f CHRIST. 


Such as a poor old Man might beſt beſeem, 

And ſuch-who e&'er had ſeen had counted him: 
Lean ſallow Cheeks, hollaw'd with Cares and Age, 
Dim Eyes which did approaching death preſage: 
Mov d his pale wither'd Lips and palſy d Head, 


And to our Saviour thus dſcablag ſaid: - 


Hail Son of God by ſigns'trom Feav'napproy'd! 


| Great Prophet Hail, + God and men beloy'd! 


Full ſixty Springs by Heav'ns peculiar Grace, 


- 540 Within the borders ot this hideous place 


wn 


560 


X Have I remain'd, as holy Eſſenss ule, 

Far from the barden'd unbelieving Jews ; 

Long ſince by Revelation —_— I thee 

Like aged Simeon c'cr my death ſhould ſee ; 
And when of late the mighty Baptiſt came 
To Jordan's banks whoſe wondrogs Life and Fame 
Fill'd all the Wild, me from my Cl] he brought, 
And the Meſjiah him at firft I thought ; 

But ſoon my heighten'd AxpeFtations fell 


550 When him no Sign, . no glorious Miracle 


Atteſted, which the Angel did. reveal 

Shou'd ſtill attend, and he the Saviour's Seal : 

This Sign to thee on Jordan's banks was giv'n, 

When the bright Dove and wondrous Pic from Heavn 
Ar once deſcended, this amid(t the Crowd 

I ſaw, and had like Simpon hail d thee loud, 


'Hadſt thou not by ſome Pow'r to us unſeen 


Swift to this lonely Deſart hurry'd; been; 
Whither with longing Eyes, that fain wou'd ſee 
More near, and weary Feet I fallow'd thee ; 

But ſoon loſt Sight and Track, and often crofk 
By diff rent Paths at length my /elf 1 loſt: 
Already once fince I firlk wanger d here 

The ſilver Moon has fill'd. her little Tear, 


| * And half another now js almoſt paſt 


170 


Since I of any humane Food did taſt : 
On Roots and Leaves and humble Acrans fed 
I liv'd, nor ask'd the Luxury of Bread :. 
With trembling ſteps off have I ſearch'd around 
The Foreſt, all Þut this anhappy Ground, | 
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| It _ needs, nor 'tetnpr ch*\M-bigh to hols 


Which ſure no humane Foot Er trac'd before. 
Oft did I bear within the Lions roar, 
Ofc Bones and- luckleſs Carcaſſes elpy 


Behind ſome Buſh half-rorn unburied lie, 


Of ſome loſt Paſſenger, and did deſpair 
My ſelf to ſcape or find thee living there. 
Yer inl preſs d, if 'dead, juſt Rites to pay, 
And o'er thy Grave my ſc "a If lamenting lay : 
But ſince my boding Fears are yet in vain, 
Since nothing here that Nature can ſuſtain, 
No Fruits, nor Herbs, nor Leaves, nor are found, 
Nought friend to Life above or under ground : 
If thou the promis d hop'd Meſſia be, 
A Wander work, : and ſave thy ſelf arid me ! 
I elſe muſt periſh here, .and you no leſs 
By theſe wart Looks and fainting Eyes confels ; 
Nor longer wait, but all thy ſelf appear ! 
Exert the God nor pine #npitied here! 
Theſe ſtones (there ſtones by chance thick ſcatter d lay) 
With ſpeed command, nor canithey but ob 
Command them ftrair the Form of Bread E* indue! 
I ask no more, content as well as Jou a bos 
With ſuch mean Fare—'— + I 
Tho' our Forefathers were with Manns fed SHE FOES 
[ only beg for Mens, not. Angels Bread. | 

To whom out Saviour thns, whole piercing Eyes 
The Fiend diſcover'd thro' the Saints Diſguiſe : 
— Full well can I diſcem thy black Intent, 
And all that's by ſo fair a Semblance mean : 
The Serpent in the Graſs full welll ſpy, 
And to thy fi Temptation thus reply: 

The ſacred Oracles all. anxious Care 
For Food forbid, and thus 'ris written there.” * 
« *Tis not Bread only'do's Mans life ſuſtain;'* 
Nor were the Trees arid Herbs all made in vain: © 
The Trees and Herbs did Gods dread Word produce, 
That theſe we fin eXtremities might'nſe: | 
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Theſe in the neighb ring Woods inn plenty grow-'- 
Tho' here arc none; *and thither rrivy we go \ 
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A ſion where he doth common means afford : - 
Who made the World. by his commanding Word; + 


 Toall things did their proper Natures give, 


620 
> His rage, and murm'ring thence reluSant went :- 
Thro' diſmal b4 loomy:Shades unſeen did glide, 
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And ftill preſetves thoſe Pow'rs by which we live ; 
Nay the firſt Cauſe who all theſe Cauſes made 
Can ſoon produce th' Effe&s without their aid ;. 
His Word preſerves that Soul on him depends, +5 + 
Firm Strength divine, and beav'nly Vigour lends, 
And Jags” ro Life that never _ | | 

The Fiend did in imperfeft Curſes vent 


©, 


And for the next aſſault himſelf provide: 

Whilſt che true Son of God no ſhelter found, 

Bur weary, cold and hungry on the Grownd 

Sweet Sleep in vain he courts, for at his Head 

The Tempter env'ing ev'n his homely Bed 

On ſome hard Rock, returns with ugly Dreams 

Of Precipices vaſt and pitchy Streams, | 

Of thoughts moroſe and vain The Mar's diftreſt 

* With ſmleſs fears, the God repels the reſt. | 

Nor ſooner frighted ſleep did him forfake, 

And from ſhort imperfe&. ſhumbers wake; = =: 
Whendiſtant gath'ring Storms 'he heard on high; . - -\ 
And Infant Thunders mauſt ting, round the Sky, 

Which to that: Foreſt all their Forces led; = . 

With hideous. atk diſcharging o'er: his head : 

The Clouds the. Signal take : and when a while they lowr'd 
* © From many a horrid rift abortive pour'd 

Fierce Rain, which did with fheets of 7 Jo conlpire, 

Like Egypts dreadful Plague : Water with Fire 

In Ruin reconcif d; -nor {lept.the Winds, © 

* Where them inclos'd.their airy Leader binds 

« Wichit their, fony Caves,. but rulſh'd abroad, - . 
And ſwept with /gily wings chro' Heav'ns bigh-road*+ - : | 
7-< From the four Hager of the World they ran, - 

«To the vex'd Wilderneſs, which ſoon began  '\\ 
To feel their mighty;rqge;.\ there ſearriring wide: -: -' * 
F Dilrobe the beauceous Trees of all cheir pride, 'f, 1! 
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And Earth of them, cheis deep- faing'd root wy way, 650 
. And on the ground valt Trunks diſmember'd lay : 
The Sky ſaluting Pine, 'and ſturdy Oak, 
Proof againſt all bur Heav'ns Amighty ew, 
Still proof. till now =. 
Which had a thouſand Tempeſt's rage diGain' d, 
And there <veval with the World remain ; 
In vain they plead their long Preſcription now 2 
« Loaden with ſtormy blaſts their ſtiff-necks bow, 
Now this, now that way. ſwayd, arid all around-* 
Like Earthquakes with Convulſins heave the oround; 660 
Till fiercer blaſts them from the Center tear, + 
And dart like chaff or ftubble round: the Air.  - 
Now Hills of Sand came rolling with the Wind © 
Death-threar ning, now the ſolid Rocks behind cf 
On which as \ oft d, our Lord his Head reclin' rY 
In horrid Clifts by bellowing Earthquakes rent- 
Part ſunk abrupt, part from red Yolcans ſent 
Huge glowing ſtones, which thick as. ſparks aſpire, 
Tempeſtuous ſmoak, and flame and waves of fire + - | 
; Sharp ſleet and driving-rain the while did pour © | ' 670 

Direct againſt his face a ruſhing ſhow r; | | 
Now doubly forc'd by the impetyons Wind, 
Now hizxing in th' enraged flames behind : | 
< From the rude ſtorm. ill wat thou' ſhrouded then | 
O patient Son of God... Birds; Beaſts, and Mer 
Were now, than thee-with berrer ſhelter bleſt; 

Men Hlauſes have, Beaſts Dens, each Bird a Ng 
But thou no place chy wrary'd Limbs to reſt. 
Yer only thou unſhakendidft remain, T7 AW 4 
And Hells Artillery was/ſpent in; vain + © 680 
Tho' ſtill the Fiend does-his vain #ts repeat, © + -- : 
New malice gath'ring from each new defeat: 
The Flames were quench d, the Winds and — fl, 
Ac his Commund, all dark-as his owt Zell : 
No Sounds are heard, or Objefts now appear, 
A gloomy ſilence r ev n _—_ 
A while Ep roam —_ berridl wiſe 
Was ſoon diſturb'd,, the loxd lonmting Voce - 
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'Of all that mortal breafts) ican miovete-fear, wwe; 
690 At diſtance thro' the Trees'opr Lord did bear : + q 
Shrill ſhrieks for. belp chas{tilf approach'd more'near-: 
Of Rapes and: Murders:the:xedoubled:rry, + | 
(While glittring Swords he thro\the Shades;cou'd ok 
Then interrupted groans, ſugh theirs'who' lie . +250 + 4 
In Lifes weak twilight, gaſping thick for” breath, 
And ſtruglinz in the Agonyes. of Death : 
Or, ſculking cloſe behind ſome Buſh: or 'Tree 
He by the Glow-worms glimm'ring light cou'd ſee! 
Fierce ſhazgy Ruffans, hoary Villains they. 
700 Appear'd, which hunted more for blood bis prey: : 
Some their ſtrong ſteely Jav'lings poiſe, the reſt | |, | 
Their Arrows nick, and levelat his Breaſt: 
The Bow ſtring twangs, out flies the airy Dart, 
| But can no more affright, than pierce his heart ; 
That and the Tempters Curſes loſt in Wind, 
As all his other Terrors yer behind;..\. | Mark 1. 12: 
Each hideous Beat which once to Eden came, 5 Gen 2. 19, 
From the firſt Adam to receive their name, "7 
' The Fiend produc'd, the ſecond to affright, 
710 In the dead mazes of that dreadful Night : 
* All that with Noah ho#ted, all by more, 
For Sun burnt Afric ſent her monſtrous ſtere 
| Here from the ſlimy banks of fertile Nile 
Came ſlow, the vaſt amphibious Crocadile : 
Who on Cyrene's Sands does fearleſs ſee, 
And with him brings Serpents as large as he : 
The falſe Hyena's face was here diſcern'd, 
Ev'n more than what ſhe 4pes in flatt'ry learn'd : 
There the fell Wolf and frightful Panther came, 
-20 With the ſtern Ounce whoſe bloody Eyes ſhot Flame 
Acrols the Grove, the nimble Tyger too ; 
All hideous Forms, ſome falſe and others true. 
For many a Fiend with dreadful ſhape and face, 
Had mixt themſelves among the brutal race; 
And when the Beaſts by Nature fierce and wild, 
Soon at our Saviours ſight grew tame and mild ; 
Theſe puſht *em on, and urg'd wich all their pow'r 
To leize their hated Foe, and him devonr ; 
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The roartig Herdbhirntelf th” tv2b-Traytor led, * 
And like a Leopard darted at his head * 213 O!7:! 730 
His ſpotted Form; bin-wheri thePow'rs of | Hell 
He found too wraktofleem that Citadel; *- 

© Stet ing tracklſs. Br fol he fell 
Tio other Fiends like fierce Jacks. did bay,'* 
And warn'd: the King! Lyon to his prey; 
He ately ſtalks along" prepar'd*t engage, © * 
And laſhes his: firm"fades. wich dreadfid rage : 
But when he Jude's prieely Lyon faw, © 
Struck with a fear: unknown and wondrous awe, 


-* 


His angry fern he gemly pacifyd, © - 740 

And lick'd his band; and couch him by bis frde ; 

Then ſoon at thern:he leaps that brought him there, 

- Who mock his ayer fleeting into '£ir. 

3 Fearleſs our Saviour ftood, nor Beafts nor Night, = 

: Nor thoſe dread Forms which guilty man affright 

.»- Once mov'd him, tho' dire SpefFres-now invade,- 
And glide with double: borror thro” the ſhade : * 
With flaming Torches here and Flambos tigh 
Ere&t, a Corps at. diftance pales by ; 


v 


There ſhreiking Ghoſts glare croſs, and face him there, 750 

With bloody Breaſts, fix'd Eyes, diſhevel d Hair ; 

Laſt, wicked Spirits in monſtrous Forms infeſt, 

And ſhake their fiery'Darts agaitift his Brea#t : 

In vain their number; rage and yells increaſe, 

<« He fits unmoy'd in calm and ſinleſs peace. * 

Thus paſt the Night till Phoſphor's cheerful Ray 

Warn'd guilty Ghoſts and glim'ring Stars.away ; : 

And gently beckons on the riſing day : 

Whilſt, &'er the Sun had ſhown his radiant face, 
© Our Lord forſakes th' uncomfortable place \ 960 

Of his ſo long abode, and as it roſe, | 

Flungry and cold to. a near Fillock goes, 

Bending to Ea#t, there dropping by the ſtorm, 

His Robes to dry-and frozen Limbs to warm : 

Him did the Tempter impudent, purſue, 

Reſolv'd to attack, tho' well his ſtrength he knew, 

In glorious form accoſts him, rob'd in Light, 
d welcoms from the horrors of the Night, 
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'Welcoms with falſe devoir, on bended knee, 
And paraſitical Humility, | | 
From that ſad place where they encount red laſt, 
Where he ſo many tedioxs hours had paſt 


| Nor any longer wou'd himſelf diſewn, 
So oft thro' all his thin diſguiſes known ; 


Yet veils his canker'd ſpite in ſemblance fair, 
What's loft m force, he'd now by fraud repair : 
Then with feizn'd ſhow of pity thus he ſaid ; 2 
Tho' us Mankind as Enemies upbraid, 
Them in th' extreams of Life we often aid ; 


. By Oracles important Truths decide, 


780 


And Tables for the Poor and Old provide : 

If this, O Son of God ! for them we do, 

What ſervice can be thought too great for you ? 
Tho' lately you, diſcourt'ous, me deny'd, 
When your Divinity I wou'd have try'd; 


| Did me fo modeſt a requeſt refuſe, 
| Nor Bread, for that alone I ask'd, produce ; 


No Niggard of my Gifts, thou ſoon ſhalt ſee 
How richly Ill anask'd provide for thee : 


.  - He ſaid and ftampt, — ſtraic from the Ground ariſe 
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All Trees that cou'd compole a Paradiſe : 

The ſtately Oak, the ſailing beauteous Pine, 

Th' eternal Cedar, fit for Works divine ; 

The ſhady Ch. ſnut, and the Walnut fair, 2 

X The Lover- Myrtle, Lotus chaſt and rare, 
From Sun-burnt Hfric brought and planted there: 

* The virtuous Palm, which does by preſſures riſe, 
And ſpite of weight, triumphant mean the Skies: 
The Cherries next their bluſhing Lips incline; 


The gold-cheek'd Quince with looks and ſmell divine. 


800 The ſilken Peach with noble flavour bleſt, 


The Plumb, whoſe name Armenian Fields conteſt : 
The juicy Mulberry which fables teign 

Two Lovers Blood with purple dy did ſtain : 
Over their heads up ſprings the mantling Vine 
Nor needs its husband Elm whereon to twine ; 
So large the Trunk, ſo. wide the Branches roſe, 
They of themlelves long leavy Vaults compoſe : 


94 
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But yet for Ornament did not diſdain 
 Woodbines and Eglantine to entertain : 810 

This humble, ſigops and decks the Arbors ſide, 

That gawdier, mounts aloft with decent pride ; 

With the rich cluſt'ring Grapes ſocloſe entwin'd, 

That Fruit and Flow'rs at once the gath'rers find. 

A little more remoy'd but plain to view 3 

In low warm Groves the golden Orange grew : 

The filver Lemons next, and next to theſe 

The rich Pomegranate, crofs the ſtormy Seas ; 

Well worth the pains, from Paxic Carthage brought : * 

The Ground beneath like a fair Carpet wrought 829 

With various Flow'rs, fo regular and true | 


The Figures ſeem'd, and yer ſo careleſs too, 

As Art and Nature both the Landskip drew. 

Around the place, all neatly border'd, grows 

The Lily of the Yale with Sharons Roſe : 

Nard, Camphire, Jaſſmin, ev'ry fragrant ſweet 

Which did in God's fair Spouſes Garden meet : 

Here moſſy Benches, voluntary roſe, | 

Where the ſweet Musk and blew-ey'd Vi let grows ; | 
I'th* midſt a Table did it ſelf preſent, $20 
Loaden with each choice Diſh that might content | 
An hungry Epicure ; a vaſt wild Boar 

The middle faif'd, the reſt was cover'd o'er 

With Difhes pil'd, which court ſmell, taſt, and fight, 

With various ſhow and erder exquiſite. - | 


Sea, Earth, and Air's Proviſion, wild and tame, 

Each Beaſt of ſportive chaſe, and Fowl of game. 

< Each Fiſh that does in Sea or Rivers dwell 

Or Pond; or ſmooth, or arm'd with Scale or Shell : $40 
All that Bethſaida's well-wrought Nets cou'd take F 

In Ar, or Deſarts wild, or neigbourmg Lake. 

What crown'd the reſt on a neat ſide-board nigh, 


| From diſtant Regions to the Banquet came |" 


' * Vaſt ſtores of noble Wines ſtood ſparkling by ; 


In Chriſtal Walls, how dangerous to behold ? 
Or Maſſy Goblets wrought of Ophirs Gold. 
Bright Jouths and brighter Maids wait cheerful round, 


\ Fheir flowing Hair with od'rous Garlands Crown'd, 
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- Whoſe Charms what ever's Mortal far excel, 
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4 Cay this, where Golden Frait did ſhine --;: f\ 
Supports ; that holds a Flack of gen'raus Wine ; » ©: 
All pleas d with the fair Office they enjpy'd, _ + 
And look'd as if they wiſh'd to be employ'd. 

Two lovely. Nympbs 2 ==... 


Lovely as ever Tempted Man to Hell, 1) 
At once ſhot Darts from their falſe Byes and Tongs; 


And to their warbling Lates harmonious ſung : 


Say, what Songs ſhall we prepare \ 32531 
For both Worlds immortal Heir 3 $6.31.) 
How our Joy our Love expreſs 

In this barren Wilderneſs ? 

Honey from thy Feet did flow, 
Or ts Head fair Arbors grow ; 
Art thy fight fierce Beafts grew | mild, 
And the barren Deſart ſmil d, 

Welcom, welcom, welcom thrice 
To this Lappy Paradiſe ! 234 1720 
Here no Serpent.need you: fears 
No forbidden Fruit is here, + - 

Hark the Amorous Turtles call | | 
Hark! the filver Waters falls - 
And a gentle ſpicy breeze 
Whiſpers through the ruſtling oP HT - 

Thele, the rugged: Tempeſt o'er, "HAS We: Y 
Storms and Whyrlwinds heard\no y_ {2978 ; 
Thele the. Hero: all invice rp js T2900 $57 
"To. ſoft Love and-gay! Delight; i 1 7 

Safe and friendly al $4 a » ot 5OTTEOR! 
We thy gentle Miniſters! + + Sf v0) 
We this Food belore.thee plac FIR S QED 
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| Thus they, back. fell _ wade behave Das wow > 
This reach'd _ Saviour's-Bars, but: ot is Her, 

No dang rous ſoftneſs there. crept fily's amy) {1 haben 21 

Not the firſt Embryo- motion of 2 Sms mg” Ln add eg 

0 _ their deſig as vain purſtesy'”: 5 3110 121 7 
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Farneſt, their Invitition he renews; =» 
'To whom our Lord-.. Periſh thy vifes with, thee / 
Alike I ſcorn thy ſpite and flattery : ? 
How kind a Friend:thou art to Man and me, . 
Me, the laft Night has ſhown, man's Off: ſpring, all 
Thoſe mſchiefs waiting his unhappy Fall : 
Thoſe Oracles which thou {6 tight doſt priſe 
What are they but ambiguous ſpecious Lyes ? 
That Feod with which thou doſt thy Yaſſals treat, 
And make each Vretch his own cot Eat, 
Are cither fancy'd Viands, ſhap'd of Ar, 
As thy lean Hags with fach deluſwe fare 
Ofc faſted but ſtill famiſh'd, plainly ſhew ; 
Or elle il]-got if ſolid they, and true: 900 
The richeſt fare thou canſt thy Friends afford - 
The ſtoln remains of ſome Luxurious board: 
Such this, ſer our with ſo much pomp and ftate 
Nor can thy pow'r one ſingle grain create: * 
«' To whom thus anſwer'd Satan male-content, 
If all's ſuſpe& which freely I preſent, 
What follows, you by cauſleſs Jealouſic 
Deſerve — 'tis Natures voice friendly to be 
With Friends and dreadful to my Enemy : . * 
And thus I give what you refus'deete while 910 
&* To ſuch as dearly carn'd the far-ferch'd py 
He ſaid, Rrair Mea and: Table diſappear d, 


- Foul Harpy s Wings and wgly Talons heard ; 


Each greedy of the Feaſt a part receives, 
And in their room wcleanly Ordare leaves: * 
Soon then th' Ach-Triytar all himſelf appear'd ; 


| Each monſtrous Form that Mortals ever fear'd 


Succeſſive he puts on, our Lord © affright; 

No more a glorious Angel.rob'din: Lieke \ Zi: 
Humane no more, a hideous BeakisNoſe, - - 920 
His cank'red Breaft blue poys'nous ſcales inclole; | 

A Dragons hotid Tra behind hinv grows, - 

A Dragons; Bait-like Wings be did.ditplay ; Rr , 


And s. his hands to bands were they, 
Bur pounces fic for ſuch a Bird ob prey;: 


Io which our Saviour-ſhaxght hayepAlid beg 
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And with him ſoars ſublime thro” yjelding Air; 
As ſome fierce Hawk whoſe cruel Tatons ftrook 
A harmleſs Doye near Cherith's filver Brook, 


930 Then or the neighb'ring Fields with his weak ore 


Wheeling, triumphant, cuts his pathleſs way: 
Thus did the Prince-of all the Airy Hoſt, - 
Who back from diftant Parar's deſart Coaſt 
Harry's our Lord, fo his = .Fathers Will, 


Ofer Boxra's Rock and Edowis fruitful Ell; 

In whoſe Weſt-bounds to Moferah they come; 

And Hor, renown'd for holy: Aaron's Tomb : .. Nutnb. 25. 
X Near Sodom's dreadful Lake arriv'd, in:haft _ _ 


* *Twixt Halak they, and'dire Acrabbim paſt : 


940 Kadeſh and Zin, to th' left. behind they leave, 


Them Debirs airy Regions next receive; yile 
 X Now Debir 'ris, once: Kiriath-ſephir.nam'd, . . +: 2. 
For valiant OthnieF's dear-bought Conqueſt fam'd ©: 5 * Judg. r. 14: 
Empire and Love his Triumphs did divide,” Ls 4s 

He humbled firſt the Canaanitiſh pride, FG C 
Then won the charming Achſab tor this Bride. 

Here-the miraculons fight <= — 7 oo 97 3h 
Some learn'd 4ftronomer the-People ſhow'd =o: 
As oer the Town, he mark'd their airy Road : 


950 Men, Matrons, Children, Maids, all run'to ſee - 


g60 With Temple anl with Altars was ador'd ; 


With hands and eyes uplite the Prodigie : 
Short was the ſight, ' they're ina moment gone 

To Maon, Ziph, and woody Jeſhimon; y27. ia 
| Hebron toth' left, which twice a:Grown did grace, - 5 + ? 
* And more remoy'd, deſcry-that curſed place” __ $4 
Which held of old the* faithleſs fore-skin'd Race : © -- 
Gaza by Bezor's:Brook;:amd\Gerar fair,” 
Proud A4ſhdod, 4ſhkelon, :and'' Ekron, where 4il 
X While ſtood Philiftia's ſtate; th Arcb-fiend abhorr'd; 
2 Kin. I; 2.” 
Who next o'er Libnah's Walls his courſe did ſteer; - : 
*-And leaving on the left ſtrong Lachiſh near, 
They Tekoa's Wood below and Bethlem ſpy x 
X Then ſhooting /wift o'er Saveb's Ville deſcry 
Royal Jeruſalem, whole Southern bound . . 
By facred Z;on's beautcous Tirrets crown'd, wel 5. 

O ' E Where 
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nie we eintnts Lion ethers 


Where "IM Mill lies ourſtrerch* d, they y paſt yY 


Whoſe Walls by Siltam's gentle Waves are waſh ; 


Which thence declining, into Aidron pour 

By Sol 'mor's royal Seat and OpheF's Tow' rs, © 
Not.ev'n to curſe the Town th* drcb-rebel -$ d, 
But ſoon from thence qur patient Lord convey'd. 
T' his Fathers Houſe, that ſpatious Temple, white 
All Iſrael wait-with Seenifice and Pray 1 IS 


| Near Herod's lofty Tow'r be with him of, PF. 


And drops him. on the highaſt Pinacle ; | 

On faily Wings then flutt'ring by bis fide - 

Him, grmning, thus accdſts wich ſearnful þ inde 7, 7 
« There ftard, if Band thou canft ; thy hill "cwill ask : 

— Or wou'dſt thou undertake a nabler Tack: 


- Wou'dfſt thou th' unqueſtion'd Sox of: God be hail', 


(Which much I doubt, ee Fre ſo long prevaifd 

On thy weak mortal frame) below thee lee -' 

Vaſt Gowds, who leave their Pray'rs to look at — 
Thee-from yon Court the vaſted Prieſts perceive, * 
Their bar Sacrifice unfniſh'd leave; : -. - 
Whilſt from the next, _—_ lifred gyes and bands * 
Thy own lov'd Wrael, ga on thee ſtands ; 

And in the Third; thick- I eling at the Gate ® 

As much amaz'd the hamble- Gentiles wait; 


Wou'd Yifims pay, firuck with religious fear, 


And think they {ee fame God or Hero here : 
Now wou'dſt thou ſet thy injur'd:Nation free | 
As did of old the valiant Maccabee, 


74d. Notes » Now is the time; -the $0lden manent now ; Ts 


Lib.'2, 


Fate waits th Will, 2 Herd thou; | 
No more r/o marks & legs bo 5 
But drive yon Eagle; proudly; perching t £ 
Tranifix per own Thunder thro' the of | 
And ſee Occaſjon courts to mighty 
Well-worthy thec and thy long ws, po ws 
Below thee to the right dixeRt thine eyes, 
And ſee Antonia Taw's unguarded lies ; © 


+ Onth' other fide regardleſs now of War . 


vid. Joleph 
Antiiq+ 


The Roman Nouth, pas and ſporting there. 
In Herod $ ſpatious dngbechiatre: Mt: | 
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Or elſe by Zigns Danughters Janis won, i {75 +554 24.5 
Dropping their Arms already they're undon. | 
'7 Now may\ſt thou with fucceſs thy. Title ow; BEE 
-F 1010 Now body ſtrike and be for ever known! 
+ Thee then if ought the ſenſe of Glory warms, - © 
If Incenſe pleaſes, Adoration charms ; 3 : 
Or what moves more, if glad thou wou'dſt ey UTE nt = Þ 
Whar's all thy pleaſure, thy great Fathers Will ; BD W_- 
Who made ir Fate, declaring long before, 
Thee Men, thee ey'n his Angels ſhould adore; "LEY Heb. 1. 6, 
Plunge hence in fight of all th' admiring Town, EL; | 
And in the Mltars flames waft ſoftly down! 
So ſhall the wond'ring World due honours bring 
1020 At once adore the God, 'and' hail the King. 
| Nor canſt thou, if true Heir of. Earth and Skies, 
Suſpe& th' event of this bold Enterprize ; 
For thus, while with. his:Notes fair Zion rung, - 
To his Harp inſpir'd thy great Fore-father ſung. 


Bleſt is the Mait whoſe fan defence | Plal. 91. 1, 
Firm Faith -and ſpotleſs Dmocence ! LW | 

Thrice bleſt, who compaſt round with Hoſts of Foes 

Can on the everlaſting Arms. repoſe! 


1030 Nor will that God whom thou thy: hope doſt make ES 
Refuſe to hear thy gaſping Cry: — 
Nor will he helpleſs let thee die; OE 


Nor will he thy Prot: fion cer forſake! - 
See with what haſt the bleſſed Spirits above BS 
At his Commands fly circling round; © © 
And make thy Dwelling » . hy ground ! | 
See with what haſt they to thy 'ſuccour move! £62ts 
Witch what offcious Care and render: / abe-! 
Thele, above, ſoft-hov'ring o'er, ** 
1040 Theſe behind, and theſe before, 
Thy olorious Guard de Cor ? 
Thee thele gentle Spirits ſhall bear 
 Unhurt thro' yielding Air, 
On their ſoft Wings, and ſer thee lightly down 
Left thou ſhou'dlt cr4ſh chy foot on ſome relentleſs ſtone, 
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| He ſaid and ſtopt, — with meekneſs in his Eyes 


Deut. 6. 16. 
Matt. 4. 7. 


Joſh. I5, & 


Joſh. 22.24. 
Joſh, 3 «I 6, 


| - On Piſgah-mount, whence long before he knew 


Deut, 34 2. 


Temper'd ſevere, thus ſhort our Lord replies : 
As plain tis Writ. — — | 
When murm'ring 1/rae! went thro' Paran's Coafts, 
* Thou ſhalt nor Tempt thy God, the Lord of Hoſts, 
To whom the Fiend, tho' oft his force he'd try'd 
Repuls'd, thus impudent, agen reply'd: 

Leſs firmneſs cou'd I not expe&. to fnd 
In one who owns ſuch an exalted mind : 
'Thele petty Crowns with Juſtice you diſdain : 
Who over all the World deſerve to reign, 
Come with me then one airy Journey more, 
And ſee what Gifts I've yet reſerv'd in ſtore ! 
Nor ſooner had he thus diſſembling ſaid, 
But ſnatching ſwift he thence our Lord convey'd 
Ofer lofty Olivet, who ſoon below 
Enſhemeſh ſees, and beauteous Jericho ; * 
Thence lay their trackleſs road direly on, 
Gilgal to th left, and ancient Bohan's ſtone 
To th' right they leave, and thence as ſwift proceed 
O'er Jordan's ſtream, nor Ford nor Ferryneed ; 
Which paſt ſublime, they on its Eaſtern fide 
The ruins of Ed's. doubtful Altar ſpy'd, * 
Near Adam and Zaretans ancient [own, 
Not far from whence he ſet our Saviour down 


1050 


1060 


| 1070 
Some courteous Angel did ro Moſes ſhew 

Canaans bleſt Land on Jordan's either ſide, * 

Whilſt wrapt in Clouds, the ſly Seducer pry'd 

And learn'd the wond'rous Art, the skill he learn'd 

By which far diſtant Objects are diſcern'd ; 

Yet to th' Invention adds, Experience gain'd 


" By time, part truly ſhown, tho' more was feign'd : 


With Mimic 5kill did Rr prepare 
Figures exa&tly wrought of pliant Air ; 
Then gave 'em Form, with Colours gile the whole, *. 
And where they needed fill'd with ſecret Sonl. 
Towns, Cities, Kingdams, Bird, and Beaſt, and Man 
All ficly rang'd, the Tempter thus began: bf 
Well have we ſpeeded by my Care and Skill 
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O'er Field and ;ſedgy Brook, atid Pale and Hill; 
X Conducted with no injury bat fear 
To Moab's Plains and this fair tation here: 
Whence calſt thine eyes around and fee what er 
The World-can boaft of excellent and fair ——_— 
1090 Of great or good! what cer thou ſce'ft is mine, 
And at an eafie rate ſhall all be thine. 
Weit bending to the South, beneath thee, fee 
The Deſart and the happy Araby! 
Thoſe Trains of Men and Beaſts which ſtrike thine Eyes, 
Rich-loaden Caravans of Gold and Spice ; 
*X Which 1/-mael's wealthy Off-ſpring far away Gen. 37.25. 
Thro' chole vaſt Sands from Perfiq's Gulph convey 
To Zoan's fertile Fields, and thence diſperſe 
X The wealthy Trafick of the Univerſe : 
1100 Still more to South vaſt Lubim's Deſarrs ſee! 
Nor there a Kingdom will I offer thee ; 
X Tho' proud of Golden Sands and Groves of Spice 
X They their parch'd Country think 2 Paradiſe : 
From thole wide Worlds Jer thy loft ey2 rerire, 
And ſee if ought there js can pleaſe thee nigher ! 
To the great Weſtern Ocean turn thine eyes, - 


Where many a beauteous J/land ſcatter'd lies, 
Crete, Cyprus, Rhodes —. but thou ſhalt thele deſpiſe; 


1110 Whoſe three ſharp Points defie the roarmg Main : > 
To North of which behold yon lovely Plain, 
X Waſhr by the ſounding Seq on either ſ1de; 
X Which thro' the midft a Ledze of Hills divide! 
See to thee South, not far within the Land, 
X Near a fair Stream a Royal City ſtand ;\ 
On ſeven ſmall pleaſant Hills divinely built! 
A thouſand lofty Currets richly gilt 
She boaſting ſhows, and climing over all 

; On that ſteep Rock, the glitt'ring Capitol : 

1120 Tis Rome the Miſtreſs of the World you ſee, 
Which pleas'd ſhall bend its haughty Neckto thee : 
* Eternal Rome, which thee het Lord ſhall own, 
* And raiſe thee to the Purple and the Throne : 
Or wou'dſt thou aim at ſomething worthier praiſe; 


*X Ev'n fair Trinacria too thou ſhalt diſdain, 


By 
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By thine own arms a. mighty Empire raiſe; 
Over yon cloudy Mountains with me go 


Whoſe Tops all hortid with eternal Snow ; 
And ſee that lovely Plain ottſtrerche below ! 

_ *Twixt where Garumna's waters gently creep, * 
And rapid Rhene runs foaming to the deep; * 
Waſh'd by the Britiſh and Liguſtick Seas; 

And by yon mighty Hills, (che Pyrenees 

From old Tradition them the Natives call, ) 
Fenc'd to the South, — The fam'd Tranſalpine Gaul ! 
The people daring, curious, active, brave, 


Unite en all and.in Latetia reign : 

Nor this fair chance refuſe till *tis too late, 

For if aright [ ſcam'd the rolls of Fate 

Here ſhall in after-days a Prince ariſe 

Who tho' thy Name.he bears will thee deſpiſe, 

And aid the-banners of thine Enemies : 

Nor will like. thee my proffer d help diſdain, 

Bur gladly by my Arts and Arms will reign : 

Til make him Gzeat, whoever dares rebel, 

Gzeatf as my /elf , enthron'd and crown'd in Hell. 
Or wou'd(t thou chule a leſs luxuriant Soil 

See in the Ocean yon fair Weſtern Iſle, 


See with what beauteous Rivers tis {upply'd! 
How rich the happy Fields thro' where they glide ! 
Well knew the old Phenecians that bleſs'd place : * 
Enur'd to Pain, there lives an hardy race ; 

Daring as Vertues ſelf , for conqueſt made ; 

« Peace but their Recreation, War their Trade. 
Jealous of Liberty they Chains refule, 

Fair Death before inglorious Life they chule ; 
Force cannot bend, but kindneſs may improve, 
And mildly melt their gen'rous. warmth to Love : 
From one they love they never can retire, 

But wade thro' Seas of Blood and Walls of Fire : 
Theſe may thy Goodneſs and thy Wiſdom charm, 
Thy heav 'nly Eloquence their rage dilarm ; 


Yet will be ſlaves themſelves while others they enſlave: P 
Their diffrent Tribes thou by my help mayſt gain, * 


Whoſe three ſharp points th' inlulting Waves divide! *y 
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Poliſh the rugged wiafs, their Gold refine, - 
And mike 't 1a its pwn native Laftre ſhine ; 
The gentle Arts of Peate implanting there, 
Well worthy thy belt Induftry and: Care, 
Or wou'dſt thou rather them. by Farce obtgin, 7 
i1 70 By Laws unbridled, ab/alutely reign, | 
As likes thee beſt thou ſhalc che Scepter gain: I , 
Tho' that mult coſt us bkd. See gath'ring here . 2 
_ Upon the Galbc ſide a, hovering War, ark; « 
' *Refug'd Androgeng to the Throne to bear ! 
Of Horſe and Foot the duſty {quadroxs move, 
Their skll they try, and Pikes and Jq4y#lins prove © 
Charge, and retreat, and wheel and charge agen-: 
* Huge weighty GataphrafFs, and Irws men  _ 
 » With other Troops commix'd, whale arms mare light, 
i180 To change fair Aibians cliffs ro red from white 
If they £0 there, they muſt exper} to - fit ! «14h 
X For croſs the Marine Seas (nor Sail nor Oar - | 
* Our paſſage necds,) qn the Retupien ſhoge |... 
Near Dubris poing cov riog the. alacken'd Rrand, 
See ther a thouſand Charigts ploygh the Sand! - 
Ten thouſand Wazriers trebled, multring near, 
Each arm'd with Dart and Sward.and knotty Spear. 
Hark wich what eager Shoxts they rend the Skiss 
In hope te grapple (nan their Enemies! 
1199 Yon milk-white Steed, now ſtately tots around, - 
' Now paws the Sand and beats the ecchoing Groynd 3 
Proud of its weight, its Riders Glary ſhares, 
The great, the brave Caſſibelan it bears. 
What diff reac Int'reſts he tpgerher ties 5 
What Worlds he arms 'gainlt Britains Fnenyes { 
X Soul of the League and Head of the Allies, , 
Tho' Rome's proud Gen'ral's all the Warld efteem 
None cer cou'd think, gs [beak, of aft like him ; 
In Counſel cool, in Attion brave and warm, - 
1260 * Pallas his Head direfts, and Mars his rm; 
Purſues wunwearyd what he undenakes, 
Ev'n of i-Fortune juſt advantage makes? 
Tet that he's Great he haxdly {gems to know, 
Altho', except himſelf, all think him {o. 
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| Ev n 1 muſt prat ” him, yet i thou tome, 
FIl make himibend and;homage pay to thee. 
Thus have I offer'd what He World can boaſt 
Of Rich or. Great upon the Weſtern” Gooft : | 
Buc ah'!' how little have I yet reveal'd, 
| To what's behind ith' wealthier Eaſt 6» FIONE 53 Jab 
Nog will-I, in the paſſage, ask thy Hes - | 
For Dam ſcks that earthly Paradiſe ; * 
Nor ſtay thee long by fair Euphrates ſide, * 
Tho' there the Roman and the Parthian pride 
This inftant friendly meet, in yon ſmall Iſle * 
And Herod both attempts to reconcile : 
Brave Artaban is he who higheſt there _ 
Is placd — Obſerve his-great, his warlike air |! 
Sprung from the old Arfacide * | 
Much leſs will we'in thoſe wide regions flay 72: Toow 
Where mighty Indus headlong cuts its way, - 
Thro' whoſe vaſt Currents Alexander burl'd * 
Some Deſarts won, and thought h' had all the World: 
Still further on to thi atmoſt Eaſtern bound 
Direct thine EZye— © Where-no more World is found: 
Wide Fields, rich Towns, tall Groves, fair Rivers ſee, 
Here, Son of God, *s a Country worthy thee ? 
No Hiſtories as yet its Name have ſhown, 
To Rome alike, and fabling Greece unknown. * _ 
"Tis Chma.call' d, unnumber'd Millions there, 1230 
Who live fo well, th* almoſt deſerve thy care: 
Pious and good, mild and i Ds they, 
' One King, one God, thoſe ſpacious Realms obey, * 
There Arts and Arms in kk a rhe be, X AM 
As this cold Weſtern World did ne never. ſee: " Fa 
Yon Riyer which againſt the Temple glides F-- 
And thence exaF in two vaſt ſtreams 'divides.” 
That Bridge, prodigious, hanging. in the air, 
That more prodigious Wall outſtretching there ; ALE 
Wild Magogs' > wind ring off- ſpring to reſtrain, | 1240 


Tho oft it tries to'curb 4 rage in vain, 
All theſe th' effect of induſtry and pain, 
All mortal works, altho' they hardly leſs 
Than ſome divine Artificer confeſs 


There 


6 


—— 


—_— — ——— 


—Fijf7caaa 


X There reigns a peaceful Prince, who, did. he-ſee 
Thy Virtue, gladly wou'd ſubmit to thee, 
And hold his Kinzdom as thy Deputy. 

More woud'ſt thou yet 2 from my exhauftleſs ſtore 


- Tve ſhown thee all this World, but yer have more: 


1410 


Yet farther Worlds. For ftill more Northward ſee 
Bending to Eaſt, what num'rous Droves there be 
Marching in haſte, a potent Colony OILS 

* Fora new World; from thoſe I'll SubjeFs raile, 
Which ſhall be mine to long ſucceeding days : 

X See that ſmall Strait ws - cover'd or, 
Already have they reach'd the happy Shore, 

One of my menial Spirits walks before: 

* Firſt ſtrikes that mighty Iſlands Weſtern ſtraud, 


' And ſafe condudts 'em to their deſtin'd Land: 


1420 


Look not with partial Eyes, and you'll confels 
Canaan itſelf 's to this a Wilderneſs: © 
A beauteous Face of Nature yet unſeen, 


The Flow'rs ſtill Freſh, the Trees are ever green ; | 


Trees ever fince the Worlds Creation, grown, 


Delicious Fruits of Taſts and Names unknown! 
' You'd Eſhcol's Grapes deſpiſe, if theſe I'd bring : 


*X No Winter there, there reigns eternal Spring : 
Hither, left me my Subje&s fou'd diſown 
At your approach, you all and I have none ; 


_ This choſen few hither did convey, 


1430 


Where [ll enjoy ari undiſputed (way. _ 

This promis'd Land Iirankly gave, nor 1 

Am always envious, nor do always he: 

Nor from my Slaves large Tribute ask, content 
With Homage paid; andjuft acknowledgment : 


- Me Prince o'th' airy Foft thy Father made, 


Whom ever ſince have Spirits and Storms obey'd: 
God of this World by him himſelf I'm ftil'd, 
And, like a God, I'm placable and mild 


Yer this is all for all theWorld IJask; 
Nay, take both Worlds = Here T'll ere& thy Throne, 
From Eaſt to Weſt ſway this vaſt Globe alone! 


P 


Ephef 2.2 


2 Cor. 4.4 
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T his only ſhall the fair Condition be 1449 


From us, as God, accept it on thy Knee, 
And as we're Heay'ns, be thou our Deputy ! 
Unmov'd, our Lord cill then the Tempter bore, 

But when he thus blaſphem'd, woud hear no more. 
He lets thro” his weak humane Nature ſhine, | 
As Sol thro' Clouds, one Ray of the Divine : 
With this he drove the wicked Tempter thence, 
When thus he'd ſaid -- Blaſphemer, get thee bence ! 
Thy time's elapsd— Too much I heard before, 
But now thy Arrogance will bear no more : 1450 

Matth.4.10. 'Tis writ © The Lord thy God alone adore ! 

| ; That God whoſe Yengeance thou woud'|t '{cape in vain, 
Who black Blaſphemers dooms to endleſs Pain. 
Enragd, confusd, defeated, cur/mg fcll, 

Gnawing his Tougue, the baffl'd Prince of Hell : 
Such Looks and Words he cou'd no longer bear, 
His ſport liv'd World's diflolv'd and loſt in Ar; 
And down he ſanks blaſpheming in Deſpair : 
Did thence to th' howling Wilderneſs retire, 

1i4.v.11, Born in a dusky Globe of Smoak and Fire. | 1460 


The End of the Third Book. 


—_—_ _— 


Notes on the Third Book. 


4 E* E the day dawn to cloſe his watchful Eyes.J See this Thought infinitely bet- 
1 ter manag'd by Milton, on Melancholy, in his Aiſcellenies. 

g. Till paſt our narrow Earth's attrkiongone.] Alluding to the commonly receiy'd 
Notion of the Earth's megnerical force within its own Atmoſphere. | 

14. Paſt en this World.) All the viſible Frame or Syfem of the Creation. 

23. Beyond the place where morthl Seeds are bur d.] From Lucretius. 
43. From Calvary thro' Salem's Northern bound.) This was their way to Gerbſe- 
mane, going round by the Tower of Hanania, the Gate of Epbrains, the old Gate 
the Fiſh-Gate, and at the Nor7b-Eaft corner, the 'Gate of Bevjamin, and ſo crofl 
the Valley to Gerhſemane. | 

158. From our Meſters ſacred Lips we learwd.] I think its at leaſt full as probable 
that St, Peter, St. Fobn, or St. Fames ſhould know all theſe minute particular Paſ: 
. ſages, as that thePoet ſhow'd, eſpecially when we not _ ſuppoſe, but know 

that they were all Inſpir'd, one of *em committing moſt of chele things himſelf ro 
Writing, another dictating to St. fark when he did rhe fame. 

169, Nor far remov?d from waliarmt Bethſhan's #alls.J A Garriſon of the Philiftis, 
which it ſeems they kept a long time in the very heart of JFad; againſt whoſe 
Walls not far from Afount Gilboa they hung in Triumph the Bones of Saul and Fora 
they, till the men of Fabiſh Gzead in requital for their Eyes, ventured their Lives to 
fetch*'em thenee, and give *em an handfoine Burial. | 

170. And old Bethabata.] Bethabara, of Betharaba,. as "tis atfo Written, ſignifies 
no more than the Houſe of Paſſage, or the Ferry-bouſe ? "T'was ſicuated on the m—_ 

of Fordan. There's another place of that Name, and probably for the fame 

eaſon, near the fall of that River into the Dead Sea': But this'where St. Fobrs 
the Bapriſt and our Saviour were chiefly Converſant,. muſt be the more Norther!y 
_ of the two, becauſe of Emzon and Salim near it. | 5 

173. His Life bad ſpent in Juda's fertile Wild. ] There. are warm difpates concer- 
ning this Wilderneſs of Fuda, whether properly and ſtrictly fo call'd, with nothing 
it beſides Beaſts and Trees, whom the Papifs wou'd fain have us believe he en- 
deavour'd at firſt to Edife for want of better Auditors : (the Reaſon, I ſuppoſe; 
why St. Anthony, and other of their Legendary-miracle-mongers, have ſince done 
the fame, Preaching to Hogs, Fiſhes, or whatever was next to *em.) Or whether 
it were only a part of the Country calPd the 75/d, or Wilderriefs, as our 741d of 
Kent, (Wild, Weald, and Wold, being, I fancy, the fame thing in old Engliſh) 
notwithitanding the Name ; as well Inhabited as any other part of the Country, 
which is the Opinion generally erabrac'd by our Proteftant Writers : I cake the 
middle way, deſcribing it a ruſftick ſort of a place, but not without any rational 
Inhabitants. Nay, it had a great many, ſince ſeveral Ciries are deſcribed in*t by 
the ſacred Writers, (tho? thoſe might only be Villages) and the Rabbies going 
much farther. The Account they give of theic 2ontwrmn Regale, which Light- 
foot thinks the ſame with the Hill-Couttry of Fwudea, where Zachiry Hv'd, and that 
with the 7/ilderneſsof Fadea, being as follows. ©* Montanum Fades; &c. © The 
* Hill-Country, or if you will Highlands of Fudza, ' are calld'by the Few: the 
Royal Highlands, andin Pſalm 75. 6. The Moantains of the Wilderniſs, and yet in 
* theſe Highlands thereare ten thoaſand Cities, in their Taanith, Fol. 6g. And agen; 
« Sceah Hieruſalem exredir Seah deferti,. & ramen in e6 ſunt Myrias Urbinnm. 

204. Pat like an Oven, bot with deadly flame.) This, arid what follows, is the ſub- 
fanee of 4. 24al. * Behold the day cones that ſhall bufti as an Ovei ; atid I think 
the Interpretation I give of all the Prov, and all chat do Withedly 5 that *tis to be 
underſtood of the Pheriſeez and Sadduces, is at Iealſt probable. | 

2.23. Life and Salvation in bis bealing Wings.] Methinks that paſſage, of.** The Sun 
* of Rigtiteouſneſs arifivg with healing under his /Ygs; ſeems tb allude to the Bra- 
xe Serpent, a Type of Chtift; 'which = Sfted »þ itt the WilderheG, m_—_ 

f 
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which whoſoever look'd, after they were, bitten by the Serpents, immediately 
recover'd. . 

245. Thoſe-who in wild Perea wander'd wide, | Of this Perea, thus Faller, Lib. x 

. 37. © Perea, ſays he, is a Country containing all the Land once belonging to 

Reuben, Gad and: Manaſſe, on:the Eaſt of Fordas. | 

250. From ancient Shalem.]. Some think this Place is that Country whereof Al. 
chizedeck was King, and the ſame with Salem, tho' others different how both. 

291. Had ſan#ifid fair Jordan's Limpid Waves. | According to that in our Frm 
of Baptiſm ; Who, by the Baptiſm of thy Son Feſus Chriſt in the River of Jordan, didf 
{anttifie Water to the myſtical waſhing away of Sin, Meaning only ſetting apart, 'or 
conſecrating -the Element for that' Sacramental Uſe. 4 
» 321. Its ſpacious Skirts by fruitful Edom's fide | I grant it's probable, that owr 
Saviour went not ſo far as this Wild of Parer, itiled, in Holy Scriptures, the grea 
and bowling Wilderneſs; containing in it many others, as Etham, Sm, Sinai, Ke- 
deſh, ' and, as it ſeems, on the very Edge of it, that of Fudah; through all which 
the Iſraelites ſolong wandered I ſay, *tis probable enough our Saviour might be 
carried to ſome Delart nearer Forden ; but neither in fixing him here is there any 
abſurdity, ſince we ſuppoſe it done by a ſupernatural Power : nor i; he there at 
greater diſtance than in Afilron's Paradiſe Regain'd, who chuſes the Wilderneſs of 
Fudea, as the Seat of his Teryptation ; whereas T go more Weſt, on the Borders of 
Edom, the Reaſon of which a skilful Reader will find before the End - of chi 


Book. 
 - 244- Rapt by the Sacred Spirit he thither flies. } It muſt be the Holy Spirit, for it 
could not be his own, ſince *tis 'an odd and: hardly proper Expreſlion, to ſay, a 
Man leads bimſelf any where : nor could it be the Wicked Spirir, or the Tempter, 

whodid indeed afterwards /hurryhim about, becauſe*tis ſaid, after be bad beer there 
forty days.and forty nights, nay,.-afterhe was an hungry, nottiltthe Endof thattime, 
then as ſaid, in St. Matt. 4 3. thatrhe Tempter came, not return'd, ts him. | 

359. The Sacred Mount of: God,. affetting-vain.] Vid. Milron's Paradiſe Loft, that 
Verſe being turn'd in h;is Mould, as well as ſuppoſing his Norton. | 
292. To Gods high Temple, and the Sacred 'Town.]. Feruſalem is called the Hoh 
City, St Matth. 4. 5. | 4 
479. Who thence did to the dreadful Deſart goe, —— Where IUrael wander d.] Vide ſu- 
ra, | bw #2 : | bt 

T Fi5. But when frve Sabbaths now, He, proftrate laid. — The ſixth well worn ] 
Sabbath for Week is. common among the Sacred Writers. Six Sabbaths would have 
been ſix Weeks, . or forty two Days ; but he-faſting but forty, -the ſixth was nor 
compleat. mr eatita 519 - ] We wr | 
+521. With gs much eaſe ſubdu'd as. that before.) - Adam, who is called the Son of 
God, St. Luke 34; wit. becauſe immediately produced by him, without any natural 
Parent. WET | S580 633 7 | q 

565. And. half, another now is almoſt paſt. ] Twenty. eight Days'to a Lamar 

Mont, OO more are almoſt Hair Am hg | n WE as cots s 

617. His Word preſerves the Soul: on him : depends.) I have, 1 think, -included. all 
thoſe Sences, wherein Interpreters take thoſe Words. Fi 
.. 631:The Man's diftreſt, —With finleſs Fears]: It-weakens not my Hero's Chara- 
er, - to ſuppoſe ſamething of Concers or Fear-impreſs'd on his ' Fancy, when ſleep- 
ing, ſince he is. always repreſented intrepid.and- firm while awake, even in the 
greateſt 2angers z. and evenhers *tis added, The God repelP 4 the reft. 

639. From many an horrid rift abortive Pawer.] T believe-I. need not tell the 
Reader, I here begin to make bold;with Mr. A4z{ton, about twenty of whoſe Ling 
Pve wrought into my Storm, for a very good reaſon, becauſe they*re extremely 

fine, and I could nor get near ſo: good of my own. . However, ve own'd and 

__ every one of 'em, nay, even each half. Verſe for which Lhave been behol- 
on fo tem. -->-::: Ao | TN 

64.3- Where, them enclos d, their Airy Leader binds.) Tho? we have no <£olas to in- 
troduce into a Chriſtian Poem ; yet there's what will do as well, be Prince of the 

Power of the Air; who, no doubt, :by God's permiſſion, has Winds and Sterms at 
his Command. 646. From 
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646. From the four Hinges of the VVorld they ran.] 'Tis Milton's Thought, and a 
very beautiful Variacion for the four Cardinal Points. 

649. Difrobe the beauteous Trees of all their Pride. ] There might be Trees in other 

rts of the Wilderneſs, tho? I deſcribe none juſt where our Saviour remain'd, be- 
fides a few blaſted Oaks and ws. Thus at Elim, one of the Stations of [ſrae! com- 
ing out of Fgypt, we read of threeſcore and ten Palm-trees, and twelve Wells of 

a 


ter, Exod. 15. ult. 


656. And there, co-aval with the VVorld, remain'd.] So 'tis ſtory*d of the Hercy- | 


zen Oaks, and 1 know no reaſon why I mayn't make theſe of equal ſtanding. 

663. Now Hills of Sand came rolling wh the Wind } *Tis uſual in thoſe Coun- 
tries, for vaſt Storms, or rather Hurricanes of Sand to ariſe, and being driven with 
the Wind, overthrow, ſtifle, and bury Paſſengers, whole Caravans, and ſometimes 
make Mummy of whole Armies, as tis reported of that of Cambyſes in the Libyan 
Defarts. See Thevenot, in his Deſcription of Egype. 

711. All that with Noah hoſted, all and more.) The Truth and Ground of 
which ſee in the next Verſe, the o/d Saw, even yet holding good, as modern 
Travellers tell us, Africa ſemper al:quid apportat novi. 

* 15. VVhboon Cyrene's Sands doth fearleſs ſee, | 
And with bim brings Serpents as large as be.) Cyrene is a dreadful Defart Country, to 
- the North Weſt of Egypr, againſt the greater Syrris, now a part of Barca, where, 
25s modern Geographerstell us, is a City, to this Day, called Corena. "Tis inhabited; 
with li:tle elſe but ſuch vaſt Sperpents as Europeans can ſcarce believe ever were in 
Nature ; and ſo indeed is almoſt all 4fric, ſome of 'em ſo big, that Eye-witneſles 
tell us, it's common, when any of thoſe dreadful Creatures are killed, to find a whole 
Sheep or Calf in their Bellies. See Ludoiphus of Ethiopia, and Varjleb of Egypt. 
734. Twootber Fiends, like fierce Jackals, did bay, 
And warn'd the Kingly Lion to bis Prey.) Theſe Creatures are very frequent in 
thoſe Countries, and indeed, whereever' the Lion is, being a fort of a Setring- 
to that Royal Beaſt. The Pilgrim ſays, he met with many of them in his 
Journey from S:dow (now Seyde) to Damaſcus. He deſcribes *em ſomewhart leſs 
and more white than Foxes, keeping themſelves all Day in the Craggs of the 
Mountains, and coming down at Night toſeek their Prey and demand Contribu- 
tions from the neighbouring Villages. 

755- He fits unmov'd in calm and finleſs Peace.) A Verſe of Miltor's. 

795. Lotus chaſt and rare, — From Sun-burnt Afric brought. ] Chaſt, ſee Ovid ; 
Rere, becauſe far tetch'd ; namely, from that part of Afric, where the Lotophagz 
(Lotus-Eaters) inhabit, North ot the: P/5/li, and Weſt of Cyrene. 

819. From Punic-Carthage brought, ] Whence it takes its Name. 

84.1. Ail that Bethſaida's well-wrought Nets could take, | 
I Air, or Deſarts wild; or neight”ring Lake.) Bethſaida is generally interpre- 
ted. an Houſe of Hunting, at firſt, probably, only a Place of Pleaſure, a ſort of a 
Lodge in the Deſart, or Foreſt, adjoining. Fuller is for another Etymology, and 
tells us, the word 1Y fignities Fiſhing as well as Hunting ; whence, he thinks, it ra- 
ther took its Name, by reaſon of the neighbouring Lake. Both which Opinions 
are here reconciled, fince, probably, ?*was a place of general Divertiſement, 
both Hunting, Fiſhing, and Fowling. 

ge4. Nor can thy Power one ſingle Grain create.] Proper Creation, or the Pro- 
duQtion of ſomerhing out of nothimg, can be alone the Act of infixite Power, which 
no wonder that we can't comprehend, unleſs we were our ſelves Infinite. 

909. ——*Tis Nature's Voice, friendly to be 
With Friends, and dreadful to my Enemy.] I ſuppoſe few but know whoſe Notion 
thatis ; nor am I very ſollicitous whether or no Satan takes it amiſs, that I ſhould 
make him one of the Hobbifts, tho? they've gone yet farther, and would tain make 
him nothing at all. | 

915. And in their room «ncleanly Ordure leaves.) From that of Virgil, when the 
Harpies had ſnatch'd away the Feaſt of Phineus —— Fediſſima Vemris—— Proluvies, 

and/Veſtigia feds relinquunt. ; 

939. *Lwixt Halak they, and dire Accrabbim paſs'd.] There is a place juſt at the 

South-Weſt 
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South- weft Corner of the Dead-Sea, called Mabaleth- Acrabbim, ſee Fofh. 15. 3. 
in Enghſh, the crawling up of Serpents, ap ==n' 6 from many of them coming up 
to that forlorn Place from the adjoining Wilderneſs, near which the Fews were 
plagued with fiery Serpents. Oppoſite to which ſtands Mount Halak, vid. Jah. 
I 1. t7.- between which two Places, I ſuppoſe, Satan took his airy Journey. 

941. Now Debir *tis, once Kirzath-Sephir nam'sd, 


For Valjant Othniel's dear-bought Conqueſt fam'd.J This Debir, which ſignifies an 


Oratory, called alfo Kirjath-Sephir, or the City of # Book, is thought to have been a 
Canaamtifſh Univerſity. *Tis ſituated in the Tribe of Judah, South of "Hebron, not 
far from the Plain of Mawmre, The Hiſtory of its Conqueſt by Orbniel, vid. Fuds, 
7. 12. 

954. Hebron tot” Left, which rwice a Crown did grace.) *Twas one of the Ca- 
naanitihRoyal Cities, Foſh. 10. 37. and the Place where David was firſt crowned 
King of Fudab, remaining there ſeven Years, 2 Sam. 2, 3,4. and x. 5. 

959. Th Arch-fiend abbor'd, — With Temple and with Altars was ador'd.)] See 
2 Kings 1, 2. where we tead of the Oracle of Baal-zebb, the God of Ekron; 
the ſame undoubtedly with Beelzehwbin the New Teſtament. 

962. And leaving on the left, ſtrong Lachilh near.) This City was beſieged by Sm 
»acherib, but we don't read that he took it, nay, it's faid he departed from it, 
; Kings 19. 8. and 'twas one of the laſt which held out againſt Nebuchadnezzar, 

er. 34. 7- F 

964. Then ſhooting ſwift o'er Saveh's Vale.J This Valley of Saveb is a little South 
of Feraſalem; tis mentioned twice, and, I think, no more, in the Holy Sccip- 
tures 3 once by its preper Name, Gen. 14- 17. as the place where the King of $6 
dom met Abraham, and Melchiſedeck came forth and gave him Bread and Wing 
Theſecond, only by a Periphraſis called the King's Dale, 2 Sam: 18: 18; as 'tis alſo 
in the former place. "© PSY; L20ONE 

967. Where pleaſant Millo lies.) Millo, which ſignifies a | Filling, becauſe. built in 
the void Space between Sow and Ferufalem, was begun by King David, 2 Sam. 
' 5-9. and finiſhed under Solomon, Feroboam being Overſeer of the Work, 1 Kings 
It. 27. | | 

970. By Solomon's Royal Seat, and Ophel's Tower.) Solomon had three Palaces, 
or Houſes, in Feruſalem : one, the Houſe of the Foreſt of Lebanon, 2 Kings 7. 2, 
like our St. Fames, or the EleQor's Palate at Dreſdew. The ſecond, the MA of 
Pharaoh's Daughter, 1 Kings 7. $. And the third, hisown Dwelling-Houſe, which 
was thirteen Years in Building, 1 Kays 7. x. Which laſt is generally placed, ia 
the Maps of Feruſalemm, near the Banks of Siloam, oppoſite to 44illo. e Tower 
or Ophel is placed a little Eafterly of this Palace, near the Fall of Siloam into Ki+ 

00, 

975. Near Hetod*s lofty Tewer.J The old Tower in Solomens Temple was of 
the Nature of a Porch, and very magnificent, as *tis deſcrib'd, 1 Kings 6. 3. and 
' 2 Chron. 3. 4. From both which we learn, *twas twenty Cubits long, ten broad, 

and an hundred and twenty high (ſacred Cubjrs,) and conſequently, the Temple 
it ſelf reaching bur to thirty Cubits, this muſt be four times the height on*t, and He- 
rod's was not inferiour. I ſay #er this Tower, rather than »pt# it, becauſe *rwas 
too great a height to ſee diftinaly what was done below. I ſuppoſe it might be 
on fome of thoſe ſtately Gallerres Fo/ephus mentions. See more Lib. vit 
g85. Thee from yon Court the wiſted Prieffs percerve.] The Altar whereon the Sa- 
crifices were offered, was not within the covered par; of the Temple; For what ſhold 
they have done there with the Smoak of Þ vaſt a number of Sacrifices, bur ab 
io, in the open Air, in aCourt? Incenſe only being offered within the Temple. 
Into which Court the Priefts only came, as into the ſecond, none but Jews withcheir 
Sacrifices, whence they were taken in by the Prieſts ; and the third was the out- 
. ward Court, or that of the Gentiles. | | OM 

1006, In Herod"s ſpations Ampithearre.J Of which ſee a noble Deſcription, Fe. 
Antiq. lib. 15. cap. 11. * | | 

1061. Euſhemeſh ſees, and beauteous Jericho.] Euſbemeſh ſounds in our Language, 
the Fountain of the Sun 5 perhaps from forme medicinal Waters hereabouts, as or pk 
: orfnerly 
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formerly Aque Solis. Beeuteous Jericho, the fituation of it was pleaſant, - ſaid the 
Inhabitantso the Prophet ; and Filer and Sarix; deſcribed it in the ſame manner, 
* the Fields about it, as the latter ſays, being covered with Orange-trees, Limon- 
© erees, Palm-trees, and others, intermingled every where with thoſe Flowers, 
called the Roſes of Fericho. Ew TE 
i067. The Rains of Ed's doubtful Altar ſpyd. ] Doubtful, becauſe Geographers 
can'c agree on which fide of Fordes to place it. 
1072. Canaan's bleft Lend, on Jordan's either fide.] Vid Deut. 34. 1,2. Allthe 
Land of Gilead unto Dan, all Naphihali, Epbraim, Manaſſeth and Fudah. | 
1080. Then gave 'em Form, with Colours gilt the whole. | Firlt Figure, then Form, 
according to the old Notion, Forma eft Figira cum Colore, | 
1086. Condutted with no Injury but Fear, } Not chat I _ our Saviour was re- 
ally affrighced ; but, as Mr. Cowley ſays in a like caſe, %is hardly proper to make a 
th for the Devil without Lies in't. 
1096. Which lhmaePs wealthy Off: ſpring far away. ] The Thmaelites were ſome 
of the firſt Land Merchants, as the Phznicians the fitit by Ses. Vid. Gen. 37. 25, 
' 1099. To Zoan's Fertile Fields, and thence diſperſe 


IIT 


Their wealthy Trafic through the Univerſe. ] This way all rich Perfian Silks, 
&c. were formerly carried over Land, till a Paſſage was found oat by Sea, in our 
own Age. | 


1102, Tho proud of Golden Sauds, and Groves of Spice, &c. ] The fineſt Duf 
Gold being brought from the Coaſts of Afric; and ſeveral Regions in't which 
take their very Names from Spices, as Myrrhifera, Cinnamomifers. | 

1192, They their parch'd Country think a Paradiſe. ] This is literally true; for the 
Abyſſmes will not be perſwaded but the old Paradile was ſeated in their Country ; 
and there have been Exrepean Authors who havereckoned it wnder the Line. 

1109. Ev'nfair Trinacria too thou ſhalt diſdain. ] An old Name for Sicily; the 
reaſon of which 1sin the next Verſe. - 

1112; Waſh'd by the ſounding Sea on either fide. | The upper and lower Seas, as 
wy ==" o—_—_ call 'em, Adria to the North, and the Sicilian, Sardinian, &c. to 

e South. | 

1113. Which through the midſt a Ledge of Hills divide, | The Apennines, which ruth 
long ways through the greateſt part of Italy. * 

Itl;5. Near a fair Stream @ Rojal City ſtands. | I hardly need tell the Reader, I 
mean Rome, on the Banks of the Tibur. 

1122. Erernal Rome. ] So they affe&ted to call it, Urbs aterna ; and *twas almoſt 
a piece of Leſe-Majefty to cut it ſhorter, . or believe any otherwiſe of the City or 
Empire, whence St. Paul ſpeaks ſo cautioully concerning it, '2 Thefſ. 2. 

1123 And raiſe thee to the Purple. ] The Royal Inſignia were of this Colour, 
wich the Rowens ; and 'twas therefore Treaſon for any to affe& it beſides the Em- 
perour. 

1126, Over yon cloudy Mountains with me go ] The Alps, where Snow is ſaid 
tolie unmelced in ſome Places all the Year round. 

1129, 'Twixt where Garumna's Waters gently creep, | 
And rapid Rhene runs foming to the Deep. ] Garumna, now the Garonne 11 
Aquitain; it riſes not far from Tolowſe and Montpelier, whence running croſs the 
Country, it falls, by Bourdeaux, into our Ocean. *Tis true, this River is not the 
utmoſt Southern Boundary of France, Gaſcogn lying between that and Spain, nor 
dol affirm it ; but I make that the Pyrenees afterward. However this was the laſt 
conſiderable River on that ſide the Country, and running crols it too, as hetore: 
As for the Rhine, which I call the Rhexe to be nearer its Antique Latin-Name, 1 
know it reaches too far on the other fide, beyond the Limits of modern France. 
(tho truly not far, as they have ſtretch'd it) including Brabant, proper Flanders, 
&c. buc *tis reckoned by antient Geographers the Boundary of Belgic Gau/, which 
was one part of the Trevſalpine, lying between the Rivers Sein, Rhine, and the 

n, the other three parts bongcelied the Celtic, Aquitanic, and N#bonenſts. 
, 1135. The People dare, curious, ative, brave. ] This Character Czar gives 
em, and a great part of Emrope have found, to their Sorrow, that they ſtill re- 
tain it. 1137. Their 
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1137. Their diff remt Tribes thou by my help may'ſt gain. ] They were formerly 
divided into as many ſmall Septs or Cantons as England or Ireland, as the Atrebati. 
the Celts, Veneti, and twenty others. ; 

1142. Hbo, tho thy Name be bears. | The Moſt Chriftian King. © 

1153. Web knew the old Pheenicians that bleſt Place, ] It's generally believed, by 
our modern Criticks, that the Britiſh Iſlands were the famous Caſſiterides, ' as Bockar 
endeavours to prove-from the Name; and yet any that read Dioniſius would be of 
another Mind for methinks he ſeems to diſtinguiſh *em one from the'other, for after 
he has ſaid, Nias & tavreidts, 7621 xg0r73ege 189A1, which he makes over-againſt the 
Promontorium Sacrum, and inhabited by the Iberians, he goes on, and ſays ex 
in the next Verſe, AAAAL M' dxtayeio meg? Bogtanridhes dxmes -- Alcom vijour Veor Bprranidy, 
ſpeaking of the two Britiſh 1/lands asdiſtine from the Caſſterides, or Tin-Iſlands, In- 
deed, would the ſituation bear it, Mr. Cembden's ConjeQure would ſtand fair, tha 
the Ancients meant the Iſles of Scilly ; and indeed theſe AAAAI may relate to feeny. 
vidve as well as ries and then cis 2 clear caſe; for what can they be but thoſe of 
Scilly, fince he calls them all Britiſh es? However, it's no wonder that not only 
D.onyfius, but moſt of the Greeks beſides, give a very lame account of theſe part 


' fince the Phanicians were ſo careful to conceal thoſe matters, and their Tradi 


hither, that Strabo tells us of a Phuwnician Maſter of 8 ſhip, who knock'd his Veſſel oth 
head upon the Rocks, rather than he'd fall inte the hands of the Romans, as hews 


Teturning from his Voyage into our Seas. 


* 1150. Whoſe three ſharp points 16 inſulting Waves divide. ] The” three Capes of 
Angles of Britein ( whence ſome derive the Name of Angiis) the Nertb- Foreland, 
the Lands End, and Cathneſs ; the ſame if I miltake not, with the Cantiur, Boles 
um, and Orcas or Tervidum of the Antients. | 

1174 Refug'd Androgeus to the Throne to bear. ] Some call him Androgeus, others 
Mandubracius, a Britiſh Prince, who fled to Ceſar for Succour, and aflifted him 
againſt Caſiibelan and his Native Country. I'mnot ignorant that theſe things re- 
ally happened ſome years before I repreſent them; but not to plead Precedent, or 
excuſe my own Error by that of Virgil, (and indeed of moſt other Poets, who are 
ſeldome mortified with Anachroniſms 1n their Works) I rather chuſe to throw it all 
upon the Devil, who having Shapes enough new made, might adapt them to what 
_—— he pleaſed, and endeavour to impoſe on our Saviour in Hifory as well asin 

eography. h 

I 4" uge weighty Cataphratts and Iron Men. |] See thoſe Cataphra##s exadth 
deſcrib'd in Heliodorws's Erhiopian Hiſtory. NE, 

1182. Croſi the Morine Seas, | So the Straight was called between England and 
France ; hence that of Gratius in his Cynegeticon, Hinc freta fi Morinkm ; adding ſoon 
aſter, Atque ipſos libeat penetrare Britannos, 

1183. RutupianShore.) The Rutupium of the Ancients, 1s ſuppoſed the ſame with 
our Richborough. 

1196, Soul of the League, and head of the Allies | Caſſibelan was Generaliſſimo of 
all the Britiſh Forces. See Ceſar's Commentaries. | 

1200, Pallas bis Head direFs, ang Mars his arm. ] P've been pretty ſparing of 
Heathen Gods throughout the whole Poem, ( which Mr. Milton does not obſerve, 
thoeven his Faults are beautiful ) and now T here mention ewo of 'em; I put'em 
into the mouth of ſuch an one as I am not to anſwer for what he ſays. 

1212. For Dammeſek, that Earthly Paradiſe. ] So Dammeſek, or Damaſcus, or 
Damas, (for by allthoſe Names 'tis called, befides Charms by the: Arabians ) is de- 
ſcribed by all that have ſeen it. The Arabian fancy the Swn has another ſort of a 
benign Influence on this Town than any other, whence the Name they give it. 
Satan calls it an Earthly Paradſie, and ſo a good Friend of his once thought it, 
I mean Mabomer, who was fo afraid of being bewitched and ſoftened with the 
Pleaſures thereof, and rendr'd unfit for the great Projects he had in his head, that 
he refus'd to enter it when very near it, 

1214. The Roman «nd the Parthian Pride, 8c, ] See Foſeph. Antiq lib. B. cap. 5: 
where you have the entertaining Relation of this Royal Congreſs between Yitellius, 


.- Herod the Tetrarch, and Artaban King of Parthis, in a ſmall Ile of the Eupbrate. 


1222, Where 
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1222 Where mighty Iridus cuts bis beadlong » Way, 
Through whoſe vaſt Currents Ale 7 wr ul'd, _ ] Quintus Cartias, deſcribing this 
Expedition of Alexander, ſays, | paſs'd the Chos aſper, then the Cophetes, next 
the Indus, &C. 
1224. To Rome alike, and fog Greece — — t s — rk That 
the Romans had no knowledge gra nd ous, -_ 
oh I "hb - kney it Flat e "x" "5 
ripe {houll be be JarheH he 
1833 47 4p  rhofe ſpacious Reins we foe: authentic 7 6 
nicles tell us ; and that they fell not to Polytheiſm t1 liche ſixty fifth year of our Savi- 
our. See Martinius. 
1234. Their Arts and Arche th ſacb perfe&tion.] Particularly Printing and Gunz, 
which the Exropeans found among 
1236, Yon River, which againſt the Temple plides, | The Yellow River r which 


ſee the De prion and, Cur ot, Magaill Bl 
vridled by ths vis 5 ry, Lring Gf spr E# reſtrs 6] Ties Scythian Atbiant, or Tartars, 


1401. There reigns « peaceful Prince. ] As Anguſtus reign'd at Rome, and the 
Temple of Fanus was ſhut when our Saviour was born ; fo *tis remarkable, that 
in Chins all things were quiet, and the Emperor _ d his own Name for ano- 
ther chat ſignifies Pacificus: 

1498. A Porent Colony ' In anew World. } According | to our Mede's Notion, 
that the Americans were carried over by the Devil, at this time. 

1411. Sze that {wall Strait, already cover dv'er. ] The caights of Anian, which 
the Devil mg es ot tho ya Tb on do it. = 

1414. Firſt ftrikes that mighty Iſland's Weſtern Str 'Tis fo far Eaſt that it 
_ be oe bes wv my Globe. , ; . 

23. No Winter there, there reigns eterna S pring. | The Devil muſt have leave 
—_ the beſt of his own Country, tho ſome parts of Americs are really very 


plealant, 
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NUR Saviour having now foil d the Enemy, the Angels, who had all 
the while” hovered over and been SpeGators of the Combat, deſcend 

with a Banquet, and ſing @ Song of Triumph on bis Viftory, which ended, 
they wait bim back to. Jordan. The Baptiſts further Teſtimony concerning 
him. Our Lord, departing thence, enters on his Miniſterial Office; and 


- aſcending the Mount. of the Beatitudes, chuſes his Twelve Apoſtles, and then 
preaches that famous Serman, containing the chief Heads of his Religion, 


Which he begins with an Enquiry after Happineſs, removing the commonly 
received Notions about it, and fixing it rather in their Contraries. After 
which be repeats the Ten Commandments z aſſuring his Auditors he came mit 
to deftroy but to fulfil them; and inſtrufts in Alms, Faſting, Prayer, 
«1nd other Duties, giving 'em a particular Form to ff their Devotion, and 
ouſes, one built on the 
Rock, the other on the Sand, The Sermon finiſhed, our Lord deſcends from 
the Mountain, and preaches in Galilee 5 working his firſs Miracle at Cana; 
and at Naim, n0t far from it, reftoring the Widow's Son to Life, In th 
wean while the Baptiſt continued preaching Repentarice, and acquiring a great 
Veneration among the People, and even from Herod himſelf, at that time Te- 
trarch of Galilee, who reforms from all his Vices but bis unlawful Love to 
Herodias. The manner E his falling in Love with her; his Courtſhip, and, 
at length, accompliſhing his Deſires under the pretence of Platonic Love and 
aninnocent Friendſhip. Their Familiarity continuing jo long, till it grew 
publickz which $t. John hearing of, comes to Court, and boldly reproves the 
King. At which H=rodias being enrag'd, gets him impriſoned in Machzrus, 
and ſome time after beheaded ; he havin ff propheſied of the Invaſion of 
Galilee, azd the D:ſcomfiture of Herod ry; which ſoon after come to 
paſs. * Arctas, the King of Arabia, being enrag'd at the Injury done to bis 
Daxghter, whom Herod had formerly married; and entring his Country with 
an Army, which Herod prepares to encounter.; but his Forces forſake him, and 
he loſes the Day. All which our Saviour having advice of, and of the Rage 
0 eh 2 rp upon theſe Loſſes, retires, with his Þiſcpte, into the Deſarts of 
ethſaida. | 
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BOOK IV. 
o Aa — 1S pleaſant when the rugged Sta is o'er, 


To ſee the Waves expiring on the Shore : 
K Þ Like ſome new World, at diſtance to 


behold 


>y The Silver Hills all Flame with heay —_ 

The chiding _ all huſh d, the Sky look fair, -\ | 
The Fields in Smiles new clad, Sea; Earth and: Air '\.-_ :. 
A diff rent Face put' on, a af rent Dreſs, 
And Mather Nature's elf her Joys expreſs : + + 
So ſhin'd the Son of God, -whoſe Lovero' Man, - + 

0 | His Conqaeſts in his Suff rings thus began; '/ 17.52 - 

Q 2 Tho' 
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Tho' preft with weight he ſtill more pow'rful roſe, 
And, when he pleas'd, ſhook off th' infernal Foes ; 
Who, when they his unequal Might aſlay'd, 


In vain ſo many a furious Onſet made, 
Slunk deſp'rate back to their own conſcious Shade : 
Nor long remov'd, cr brighter Guards were there, 
Wafted, Triumphant thro” the yielding Air.” 
Hymning their Head, the heav'nly Hoſt deſcend, 
Who did before their needleſs 4id ſuſpend, 
And hovring high the Wars event attend: 
Nor anconcern'd Soefbators, had they ſtaid, 
Bur each in their own glitt'ring Arms array'd ; 
Indignant, ſaw the Fiend our Lord aflail, 
ptaker what Mortal was, ſo far prevail : 
Saw the foul Spirit him mild and patient bear, 
From place to place wide burry'd in the Air; 
Unfird, their dreadful Bolts cou'd hardly keep, 
Ofc had they ſunk the Rebel to the Deep, 
and Thunder-nail'd him. there— — 
 Oft had their antient Falour on him ſhown, 30 
Had they receiv'd Commiſſion from the Throne ; | 
Nor durſt beyond their Line one: ſtep proceed, 
Nor did our Lord th' offcious Kindneſs need ; 
Nor did their Loyal 4id and Love refule, 
In Trinmph, which in War he wou'd nor uſe ; 
 Tho' all the while he knew and mark'd 'em there, 
And beckons now away ; thro' yielding Air 
They inſtantaneous glide, as Thoughts can fly, 
Untrack'd, 'from Eaft ro Weſt, from Earth to:Sky;n + 
Manna, Ambrokal-food; before him laydj  '' | 46 
And Wine in beautcous Eden newly made; LD 
Who tafts of thele will regal Boards deſpiſe - 
Such Angels, ſuch the blels'd in Paradiſe : 
No dregs they leave, nor earthly reliſh know, 
Nor ever tempt to. thele vain Joys below; 
But Hope, and. Peace, .and heav'nly Love inſpire, 
And warm the Soul with pure itamortal Fire: 
While cheſe our Lord pon the vertiam ground 
Refreſh'd, his ſhining Tian kept Gward around : 2 
Some chearful waity-ith' Ar Sora: bev'ring hung ; 50 
| Sr And 
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And thus his mighty Dreb in m1 boy Numbers Sie: - 
Hail, Son of God amonnc 'T confeſt, approy oyd! f X 
Saviour 'of Man, and Head of Angels hail ! 
Thee thus ador' 4 we ſag ; thus caſt our Crowes, : 
With trembling awe, 'at thy triumphant Feet : 
Before all Worlds, who, from the Mount of God, ' 
When Lucifer hid half d; i/-peopled Heav'n, 
« Ledft forth th' embatte[d Seraphim to fight ; 
Met at the Head of his rebellious War, 
60 Didſt ſeize th' Arch-Traitor, all his Bands diſperſe, 
And cruſh ' em underneath thy flaming Wheels. 
We ſaw 'em from the top of Heav'ns high Wall, 
We ſaw 'cm tumbP abrupt, and Chaos wide, 
Struck with a dreadful Flaſh of unknown Light, 
- Shrink back its /ooty Waves, and inward roll 
To find a new Abyſs ; till wheeling down, 
Like falling Stars, th' Exile Spirits of Heav'n 
On its black Boſom hi/s'd, thick ſprinkled o'er 
With ſcatter'd Drops of dying ſulph'rous Flame, 
v0 They, deep confin'd, thou, O Eternal Word, 
_ * Didſt will this beauteous World from the dark Pod: 
High ils, rich Dales, ſweet Springs, Sea, Earth and Shy, 
And thoſe Eternal Lamps which flame above 
To light the Lord of the Creation, Man ; 
The beſt, the laſt Eſſay of Wit Divine; 
Whole God like Form thou didſt with Soul inſpi pire, 
Thee not unapt to Anow and Love, defign'd 
To fill thoſe Seats th' we Angels Wa 
And plac'd him happy in ſweet Paradiſe : 
80 Envious th' Arch-Fiend beheld, his Iron Teeth, 
Vexatious, gnaſh'd with rage and rancout fell, 
"That Man ian 'd Lord it o'er{o fair a World : 
Shot up thro' Chaos and the frighred' Deep, 
On dang rous Expedition bent, c explore 
His Rival's Force; then grapple and ſubdue, 
And Captive drag t his own' Eternal Night; ©? 
Who, ah ! too far prevail'd; nor 't6nd! weak” =. 
The Woman and the Fi end, when tragii'd, RW. 4366 
He eat, he fell; the fck*Creation & 
96 And ſympathiz'd w wht cheir'loſt a Fate is 
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.; And Strength ang Moby, and Thank: 
Mo thus aſcribe fg rhees O, ſpotleſs L. 


We ſighing law the rains of the World; 
So wide a Breach we knew no Remedy ; 
Nor all our Wiſdom: Methods cou'd-invent, 
T' attone thy juſtly anger'd Father's Wrath, 
Puniſh th' 4rch-Fiend accurſt, and Man reſtore : 
Till in deep Conſult of th' Bternal Three, 
Thou didſt ſtand forth and chuſe the mighty Jack ; 
The weight of heav 'nly Vengeance chulſe to bear ; 
Which feeble Mortals wou'd have cruſh'd to Fell : 
The old Red-Dragon mer, O ſpotleſs Dove ! 
By thy unequal Arms is doom'd to fall, 
Tho'thou no Thunder in the Fight wilc uſe, 
But naked Virtue, and pure Innocence. 
Thou the chaft Woman's-Seed, O Yirgin-born! , 
The mighty Serpent's vainly- threatning Head 
Shalt cruſh beyond retrieve ; while Spirits cnrag 'd, 
And Life at once, and yellow Venom flow 
From his wide Mouth, that open Sepulchre : 
In long volum'nous Folds out-ſtretch'd he lies, 
The Wonder and the Burden of the Earth : 
Flell's Principality.thou ſhalc deſtroy, 
And ſtoln Dominion here ; while Thander firuck, 
And hurl'd head-long, che grinning Fiends forſake 
Their Temples and fallacious Oracles: _ 
What tho* their Malice, deſp'rate, may prevail, 
Permitted, o'er thy frail Humanity,; Þ:: 
The God's ill late, and {miles at their weak Rage ; 
While they their own Confuſion only gain. . - 
Hell's Maſter piece is 1 from Good to draw, | 
The 4rt of Heav'n Good from the worlt of. 1! - 
Thy Death the Life of Man, a Ranſom es: 
To thy juſt Father's Wrath for the loſt World.: _ | 
Which from his Boſom thou in mortal Clay + 
Didft come, firſt ro.;xſtru&, and then to ſave... 
Th y Triumphs here begin, O Son of. God ! 
The Temper foil'd yrjgh all his boaſted Arts : . 
He no uxerious Adans found 1 in thee, . - EEE) 
No wvain-conſenti 16> Salvation, Fowr,'.... .. 
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Thus Allelujab ! Allelujab. ſing. p Ty bart. ek 
Hete ending, they their Lord triumphant bore; 
To fordan's reedy- Banks, not long before |: :::\ 


Baptizd by the great Son of: Zathary, 2 © 
All Righteouſneſs fulfill d.< The Gowd, who moijth'd: 
His Loſs, ſurpriz'd-with-Joy when heireturg'd,” '/ | 


Nor ſooner him agen the Baptiſt ſpy'd,; 


.. 
» 


140 Sce 1/rel, fee the Lamb of God, delign'd 


When loud, 'tis he! Extatic all; he cry'd': 1 WE 


To purge your Sins, your heavy: Chai unkiad! « 


Him his'great Father from the Clouds. confeſs; \:-- © 
And I, th' atteſting Dove my ſelf atteft > + 5 (tt 
He, the Meſſiah, Leads I difclaim, -::.- 

Thar next to our wnutterable Name! 

Me, tho' unworthy, did high Heav/n prefer, 

E'er his approach, to be his Harbinger ; 


That 1/r el. him might with due Honours meet; | = 


Unworthy cen to knzel and kiſs his Feet : 
450 Tho' after-born, exiſting long before ; 
Shou'd we thro' vaſt Eternal Joes. ſoar, 
His Birth we cannot reach < = A : 
He ſtill muſt Live, while I co Duſt deſcend | | 
His Kingdom and his Glory know no ead. : 
He ſaid, agen our Lord himſelf withdrew, 
Tho' cloſely followed by a faithful few: 
Who learn'd what Arts to uſe, what Methods take, 
Others as happy as themſelves ro make : 
Envious of none ; more Rivals they delir'd, 
160 Each Day, each Hour their Maſter more admir'd. 
Thro' Galilee's wide Coaſt ſoon ſpread his Name, 
His Auditors encreafing with his Fame: . 
Thick rolling Crowds promiſcuous far and near, 
Attend, the way to Life and Bliſs to hear : 
For ev'ry 11 mitac'lous Eaſe they find, 
All Maladies of Body and of Mind. Wo 
An eaſie Fill there is, whence looking down * 
Tiberias here, there fair Bethſaids's Town, 
At- equal diſtance feen ; our Saviour there, 
370 Did feſt entre bis Fakes Will deck, 
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Well "og 'd, aroul the plombur:Blatveſt fo; ud, 27 
- And furthovRili toadvancealic:$omred' Las, © * 
© Twice - fix did fronwhis gonſtant: Filf ivyes chuſe;: | 
© Who might thei (aiarthoo! the. vaſt Globe: diffuſe.” * » 
1 Cor. 1.26.- The Noble, Great: and\Ecarn'd edi not 'eaks p Fol 
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John 1. is. hence Cephai\mamn' dp Aien whey Enos him beſt. 
- His Brother Andrew, oh Fame, 
43 The next, both: from Babſaids's Fila came: 
Ws Thence Phil Taking ana Ne Bvite, * | 
John i. A \'& ani yndif] Ihe 
| ew. uh who freely»ditk Work forkke, 4 
Matth. 9.9. Fair Seat, and guifad-Offce 'on-the'Lake, 
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* With C Fo 'd Lords Simon, whom Cana" names, 

His Brother Jude. All three-did- rang Gear - [7 

To Cleophas ; next: \fudpour Treaſurer ; 

[; Tcariot trom his. 'Berch-place Ryl'd'; and he," 

Whom his Glad Morher'in her: rat did {ce 

| Thomas, But half a Birth au hy: | 

Greek . We, m en 5 than all the wy of thas bigh Grace 
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nc in Es. Unworthy, fill che laſt:and humbleſt place : 


gi a Zubedees cho 'o:th' Galilean Race?'® 
"Y This paſt;;20/us:hethis! blels'd: Law reveal'd, 
ad Which from the Wife. and Prudent is tonceal'd: 
25. What Noble Paardaxes:didche :reach'; | 
- Above what hamane Wiſdom cer could reach ; ; 
As much beneath his Worth is our Efteem'; 
Sure never Man cer pak; or ly like him !- 
He all falſe Eloguence, all Colowrs- he 
:: Of Gredan;:ar. of Ronan” Sophiſtry © 
Diſdain'd ; nor Popalarly low NE Bowe d, . 
To beg, or fteat Ahplagſ from the' Crowd :\ | | 
His Trurks i in nee baratg Beatty ſhine, '* 216 
ths Deliver'd 
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The Life = CH REST. | 


F2E 


' Deliver d with Authority qwine-: . -- -: | 
They pierc'd the ſecret Soul-where cer $f came, 


= 


And warm'd each conſcious Breaft 'with heav 'aly. Flame: 


X Hear Fathers part of what he-thes expreſs'd 1 
And, O that you from him wou'd learn the reſt! 


. Our Saviour's Sermon of the Beatitudes, Macth, V. 


E.1taken men! he cries, who ſtill complain, 


For when you dream you've found it, falſe as fair. 
It cheats your claſping 4rms with 'empty. 4. +.” 
207 There'are who. think: their Bliſs faſt lockt they bold; 

If their ſtrong Cheſts are fill'd' wich Ophir's Guld: 

Baſe vulgar droſſy minds, with more alloy | ' 

Then is that captive Wealth they ads enjoy ; 

Which Thieves may ſteal, which Ryſt or Fir deliroy; ; 

True Happineſs is always itz our pow't, 

Beyond the reach of one wnlucky abgy 

To rend away, tis for- its. fo delird, 

While Riches are for fomething, elſe adenir d, 

Pleaſure'or Baſe, nor therefore: can they be 
230 The ſolid Baſs of Felicity, 

Woe, Woe, eternal Woe and Pain are near _ 

To thoſe who only place their. Treaſure here, 

Sooner may Happineſs be found with them 

Whom for their Poverty the World camtern ; 

Who, when my Zonour and their Cn call, 

With gen'rous Unconcern'dneſs. part 'withy all ;; 

If Providence a larger ſtock affords, - 

Its Gifts enjoy as Stewards, not as: Lards: 

Theſe, ich in Faith, to Heav'n direttly tend, 
3n0 Heirs of a Kingdom chat ſhall never end. 

X Unwary => which ſeldom chulſes right, 
_ Hurry'd by their unbrid!'d Appetite 
Ruſh hot and furious after vain- delight 
And falſe deluſive BhſS—No, they'll not ſtay 


Tho' Heav'n call'd back, and. Het were in their way. 
And can a cheating ſhorr-liv 'd vicious Joy, 


Which ev'n one moments thinking can deſtroy, 
R 


? 


Ly 
- 
. 
. : - 
. 6 


* Still ſearch for Ha appineſs, but ſeatch in vain, 


. Bleſſed are 


- the poor i 


+ ſpirit, for 


theirs z the 
Kingdom of 
Hearoen,V .2> 


2.1 Luke 6: Zh 


' Bleſſed are 


they that 
mourn , for - 


 Fhey ſhall be 


Nay 


comforted, 
V, 4 ® 


A. 


I'22 The Fourth Book of oy 


Nay that ic ſelf. Say, can it ever be 

A reas ning Creatures true felicity ? | 

Ah fooliſh Boy ! Ah whither wilt thou run ? 

Why. in ſuch headlong haſte to be undone ? 

Thy mirth is madneſs ; cer too late return ! 

And learn how bleft are thoſe who truly mourn 
- Who mourn their Sins while Life's fwitt Sand does 

And dear irrevocable moments palt : 


Luke 6.25. Spend all their days in thoughtleſs jollity 


Oſt wet their Cheeks with a gp Tear, 


Of him, whom long unſeen they lov'd, poſleſt 
In Abraham's boſom find eternal Ret. 
F Others, as vain, attempt their Names to raiſe 
Bleed ars Their Lives employ'd in cager chaſe of Praiſe. 
the meek, Fonour, that gawdy Nothing, they purſue, 
| for OT For this, in Blood their guilty Hands embrue : 
Earth, v. 5. For this, unhinge the World, and when *tis done, 


By all their long Fatigues what have they won ? 


He then who here his Happineſs wou'd find, 
As ſoon may graſp the Air, or track the Wind: 
The gaudy Fly as foon as hatcht is flown, 
"Tis in anothers pow'r and not our own; 
True Magnanimity my Laws unpart, 
Bur fix it in a MeeR and bumble heart : 
What lies ſo low can no rough Tempeft fear, 
But anconcern'd, above, the Thunder hear : 
Impenetrably ſoft's a lowly mind, Y 
Where Wrongs glide off and can no Entrance find ; 
Not kindling into rage whene'er we ſee 
The leaft appearance of an Injury ; 
Or ſuff ring in il] Language Wrath t inſpire, 
| Matt. 5. 22. Leſt Angers flames be purg'd with hotter Fire. 
Deut.33.35, If wrong'd,” all private baſe Returns decline ; 
Rom.12.19. Your Wrath reprels, Vengeance is only mine; 
'Tis a falſe Liberty char leaves you free - 


5 


laſt, 


O what a Ching! when thoſe whom now they ſee 
Shall howl in quenchleſs Flames; while ſuch as here 


Oft heave with pious Sighs their working Brea#, C 260 


What Gains, what Trophies, but a Blaſt of Breath, 
Which ſeldom lives, tho' loud, beyond their Death? . 925706 


230 


Loving 


1223 - 


Loving your Friend to hate your, Enemy : 
My Followers muſt to nobler things aſpire, 


290 My Laws exalt the humane Nature higher 


Than cer before; if mine your ſelves you'd prove, 
Bleſs chem that curſe, and choſe that hate you love! 
Pray for their Lives who would not let you live ! 

As you your-ſelves Forgiveneſs hope, Fay 

This makes you likeſt God, and all divine, | 
Whoſe fruitful Rain does fall, whoſe Sun-beams ſhine 
On good and bad promiſcuous; thus you'll be _ » 

As far as ſuits with weak Fumanity | 
Above the World, and perfeft ev'n as he: 


300 Thus wait and you'll at laſt the Conqueſt gain g.\ 


When the meek Soul ſhall over Nations reign. 
X How few who any true Concern willg{how 

For ought but theſe vain periſhing Goods. below | 

To guard this Life miſtaken Man contends, 

Bur lictle for that Life which never ends: 

How much of Toy, how much of fruicleſs pain . 

No more than ſix ſmall feet of Earth to gain? 

How hard for thoſe in this who happy are 

For t'other World to take ſufficient care? 


310 If that neglected, they refuſe to know 


That Benefattor who did all beſtow ; EY 
Full fed, refuſe their ſtubborn Necks to. yield, 
Looſe and unyoak'd fly wanton round the field; 

| Feafted themſelves, deſpiſe and ſcorn the poor, 
While Lazaras lies ſtarving at gheir door ;. "AP 
The day, the dreadful day they ſoon ſhall ſee | 
When they in Torments, he in Bliſs ſhall be : 

One drop of Water then they'll ask in vain, 
To.cool their panting Tongues in endleſs pain: | 


320 But bleſt are thoſe, ſuch all who wou'd be mine;;..; 
Who thirſt and hunger after Food divine, '., 


Whom Heav'aly thoughts and meditations fill,  ; = _,___ 
Whoſe meat and drink's to do my Father's will, . .*.. .. 


' 
\ 


On him who all their wants and. /arrows knows,.. \'\. 
Be then your care for a good Life exprefh,; .; 11.11 1; - 
Nor doubt but God will care for all the reſt.  . 


they ſhall be- 


| Deut.31.15. 


, my £aner's w +; 6197 Johi 434 
This their firſt Care, and firmly can repdle © __......._.'* 


Matt. G 35; 


Mate. 5441 . 


Matt. 6.15. 


Matt 5. 45- 
48. 


Plaf. 37.11: 


Bleſſed are 
theythat hun+ 
ger and thirſt 
efter Rig hte- 
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124 The Fourth Book of 


Matth.6:25. Why theſe diftratted Thoughts> Why thus Diſmay'd d? 
Wants he or Pow'r' ar Love to ſend thee 4d ? 
If more he gives, will leſſer be deny'd? 330 
If Life het Food; ; if Food, he'll 'Coaths provide. 
All his Creation of his Love partake, 
Nor will he rume what bimſelf did make. 
26. Behold the feather'd Nations of the 4r 
Which fin je onder Trees — how full, how fair, 
They neither fow' tior reap, nor plant nor ploygh, = 
Yet God provides their Food oft every baſh and bough : 
And will He not for y94 2 Who did inſpire _ 
Your breaſts with part of his own' Heav'nly fire. 
Beſides, ſuch anxidus thiuphts but vex' the mind, 240 
Which thence can neither Eaſe and: Comfort find : 
"2s. Nor more for Rajjent cate! tho forc'd to go 
Beneath your Qxality, mean, fcorn'd and low: 
- What's not your Grime, no longer vainly grieve, 
1, You ſpite of clamTons "Senſe muſt {till believe. 
TX; ——_ on thoſe lovely Lilies how they grow 
E FE Thoughtleſs and free in Jonder Vale Þ fo! 
Th For all thoſe Robes the neithet rvil: gor care, 
K Nor ſpin the Web at hottie, nor fetch't from far; 
E. Yet Solomon himfelf, ttho'cover'do6'er 350 
With Gold and Purple from rich-Sidon's ſhore, | 
; Compar'd tothele, had wean and hiely ſhown; 
His all but b6/Ywl'd Glovies, theirs their own. 
*-36- He then who thus the fading Herb ſopplics, 
E- © 2 Which flouriſhes to tty, to gorrow dies, © 
E--. Will he forget his Ward and prove #ntrue? - 
w - Has he leſs kinditſs; or lels care for you ? 
4 Injuſtice and Roots t the World divide, 
3 ** Miſtaken Cenſure;\ Ornvlty and Pride t HILIVOD OL: © 
Fo Fuſed wn Bleſtis then iinkelP'vHo truly knows, © 360 
A »r they hel} And Mercy, which: HE hopes, -r6"other Bows * 
for they ſh 
obrain _ Whoſe Joy, therniſ#abÞÞ'to relifve; 


47» 71's) Who rafts Ty RiY*Pleaſure't6 fag: ns aw 


Joy ſevere wh bimfelf farveys.* | agus 
As candid wheiP He others" ibn} height: 6 OHV rei nO 
" Born forthe World 9 ot\himRIX _ 2: - 

Los Ic always makes-arivthets Caſt Maclias f.e 35G 

Y Obſerve 


"ar M. = Pi ® ® . *.- - 
Or ———_—_— I 


The Life # CHRIST 25 


Obſerve that Golden Rule of Ejuity, 


The Neighbour treat as thow'dſt bave him treat thee 1 Mat. 7. 12. 
270 How vain the Gloſſes fooliftrmen deviſe! Bleſſed are 
How do they blend eternal Trath with Lies ! the pure in 

X* Traditions teach you, ib your Bedy's pure, fe — 
| Your Mind's your own, and'from all'/tain ſecure: © Ged. v.8. 


Whatever fond Pretences theſe invent, 

I ask the Heart, nor am with leſs content: 

That muſt be parg'd from Sin, and.alf dyine, 

Holy and pure, a Temple fix © enſhrine 

The ſacred Dove,” ' who-never yer did reſt OK A 

In muddy Soil or a polluted Breaſt ; Gen. 8. 9. 

280 Groſs As in vain you hung” unleſs you're free 

From th' Heart's and Eyf's and' Hand's Adultery : 

Part with that guilty Hand, that waridring He, 

Or ſoon they'll gangrene all, and you mnlt die : 29, 30. 

Call then the Wand'rers home! your Setf command! 

And make ſtriſt Covenants with yout' Eye and Fant. 

Each ſecrer Glance that glows with lawleſs fire, _—_— 
And kindles inthe Sox a looſe deſire ; - a 

Each credibling touch of a forbidden haud 

By which the ſparks into a flanie are finttd, 

390 All cheſe avoid, in vain you theſe won'd hide - 
From him who'them'i in their dark Cauſes ſpy'd © 
Long cer they were —+Ifhim jt Blifs you'd find | 
Rather than /m, be evtt lame or blind! © 
While thoſe whorhus their Appetites deny, 

Half- Martyrs fox forgotcen Chaſtity," 
Bravely repelling every: þ#y/on'd Dart, 
Holy and pure, alike wv 2yes and eart; 
Who thus their eyes; who thus their hearts "emphey, 
The Beatific Vi fon-ſhall.eajoy;/© 0 © 
426 Which c'et while wattdhing here'ſhall on*em ſhire, £ 


| Job 3T. + 


In this dark World theie \Souls-ftill more refine, 
And fill wich Heav'nly :Eeve'and Joy*Divine: 


How many, /not content wich'mortul Fame, 3 a | Bleſſed are 


* Are cagerfor ati Hero's ſounding't Whine 1 3\\ =_ —_— 


Poor Apetheoſus ! the God truſt die; Tedd | they ſhall be 


And worle;. among the?Fiends i Titles le: © ; —_— ” 
But happy thoſe who peacefut Triamph#' gain| -.. God. v.9. 
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'Tis the beſt Empire o'er our ſelves to reign, 
O bleſt Employment! theirs: O happy ſtate! © TY 
Who Peace twixt God and Man negotuate ! 410 
Who where they come my peaceful-Law diſperſe, 
Bear theſe glad Tidings round the Univerſe: 
Ah! wou'd they praftiſe but as cheſe adviſe, 
How ſoon the World wou'd be a Þ aradiſe? © 
They muſt not there expect ſo calm a Fate ; 
Peace will, tho' ſtrange, breed War, and Love breed Hate ; 
Murder and Blood my miſcall'd Followers ſtain, 
Diſcord and Spite, and wild Confuſion reign : 
- | Hell-born Ambition will invade the Skies, 
And tow'ring Pride and griping Avarice; | 426 
Parties and Sefs my ſeamleſs Garment rend, | 
The'Cauſe their Intereſt, tho' they mine pretend : 
Who dare but ſpeak of Peace, they'll ſtop their breath, 
T wixt: different Parties ground, or ftary'd to death ; 
As baſe betrayers of their Caule revil'd, 
yd Hind And Dons of Bzeadth by lewd Apoſtates ftil'd: 
ok __ But tho” caſt out, and wunder-foet, they re trod, 
"ll give'em better Names — they're Sons of God: 
Bleſſed ars However others widely then miſtake, FIR: 
they which And of their Reputations Idols make, - 430 
w; Fa port Even thoſe, when I require, you muſt Jeſpiſe, 
reouſneſs And unto mine, your Honour ſacrifice ! 
oe Þ gr In Curſes let the World their Malice ſhow, 
ye when men And. all their Leaden Thunders at you throw! 
ſhalt revile Let 'em ( the kindeſt thing they c'er can do ) 
| ſite has, As falſe Apoſtles, ſeperate from. you ! of 
&c. Our of their Synagogues and Conncils hurl'd 
As Hereticks, and Troubles of the World; 
Or as by Prieft-craft ſly, and juggling kill 
You'd fain bring men to Heav wagaintt their Will. 440 
13. If you like Salt, a cleanfing Firtue ſhow, | 
Anderedit Piety where cer you go; 
If you ſtill Light the World, who when they lee : 
© Your ſpotleſs Life, know what they ought to be; 
If evil they, ungrate, for good return, 
And you in more than lambent flames wou'd burn, 
Now doubly bleft if Innocent you are, 


—_ ——_— 


PE SS——— 


430 


| 460 


470 


It cauſleſs all for me you meekly bear : 

Patience too mean a Yirtue is, your Choice 

Be ſomething nobler here! Exult! Rejoice ! 

To Heay'n direct. your Songs, your Fymns, your Pray'r ! 


A double Crown of Glory. waits you there; 


You firſt, Triumpkant, from the Du# ſhall riſe, 
And with me ever reign in Paradiſe: 


Nor think, whatever Spite and Envy ſay, 


E come to ſhew to Heav'n a nearer way. 
Than by Good Faith and Life, © annul or break 


One Word my Father did from Sinai ſpeak : 

I came not to deſtroy, but to fulfill, 

To ds and ſuffer my great Father's Will : 

Each Type and Shadow now compleat ſhall be, 

Hither they tend, and center all in me. 

What Laws of moral Obligation are, 

Eternal Truth, your Pleaſure be't and Care 

To keep inviolate, they'll ill prevail, 

Nor paſs away tho' the Creation fail : | 

By God's own. Hand they were to Moſes given, | 
X When thus he them had Thunder'd down from Heav'n. 


Exod. XX. 


The 'Ten Commandments. 


Ehova ſpeaks, attend with awful Love and Fear ! 
From: Ez ypts Bandage fav'd, O reſcu'd Iſrael, hear ! 


With me let no falſe Gods thy Love and Praiſe divide, 


'X Nor from Heay'ns piercing Eye ſuch Treaſon hope to hide ! 


IE 


* By no Reſemblance val the Godhead dare t expreſs, 
Who'll down to Grandchild Ages plague ſuch Wickedneſs, 


HI, 


The Life of CHRIST. 27 


Mart, $. 1% 


: 128 The Fourth Book of 


WL 


No hallow'd thing let thy bold Secrilege profane! 
Nor take thy mighty Makers ſacred Name in vain. 


IV. - 


Six parts of Time when freely I indulge to thee, 
Neither forget nor griidg to pay a ſeventh to me. 


V. 


If thou long Life doſt hope, and many a happy day, 
Thy Parent and thy Prince in all that's juſt obey. 48% 


VI. 


Dy not thy furious Hand in Murders guilty Red : 
Gen-9.6. For he that ſheds Mans blood, by Man his blood be ſhed! 


VII. 


Againſt thy Neighbour's Hono harbor no deſyzn, 


Prov. 6. 24. As thou his beavy Vengeance wou dlt avoid and mine ! 
VIIT. 


Shun Thefts baſe ſordid Sin, and mean unlawful gam, * + 
And for thy own provide with honeſt ſweat and pain. 


IR. 


What's falſe nefer ſpeak, much leſs in Courts thy Telf forſwear, 
But know a greater Judg looks down and Ey's thee there! 


£4. 


Each Sin in Thought abhor, -and not in A# alone * 
Nor ſeck thy Neighbour's Goods, contented with thy own! 490 
| | | Ler 
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Let theſe claim all your Thoughts exateft Care. _ 
To thele add Faſting, Aims, and fervent Pray. Matth. 6. 
It you defire your Faſts ſucceſsful prove | Fas 
Fear'd Its t' avert, or what you feel remove, 

Not like thole Fypocrites diſtort your Face 

Who make an ugly Look a mark of Grace : 

Who with rough Robes and Sackcloth raze their Skin 16, 
Or cut wich Whips, or lance it deeper in, | | 

And mortify themſelves, bur not their Sin. 

Your Alms diſpenſe as Stars ſhoot ſilent Light I. 
Untrack'd and large thro” the dark Realms of Night. 

In all let no vain Oftentation be | 

To-your good Deeds ; no Witneſs ask but Me. 

They ſhall not paſs without a kind Regard, 


Bur ar the laſt Great Day F11 them reward. Matth. 25, 
Diſcreet, yet warm and zealous be your Pray r, 35, &C- 
And /til! and ſilent as the: Angels are. Matt. 6.5. 


X Since you a Form fox your Direfion need 
Thus ler your faithful Yows to Feay'n proceed. 


"The Lord's Prayer. 


"'N Father of che World ! whoſe Throne on high 
Is plac'd in Light above. the Cryſtal Sky, 9. 

Ler all Thy Works thee their great Lord proclaim, 
And with loud Praiſes hymn Thy ſacred Name ! 
X Let thy dear Son his promis'd Empire gain, 
And over all th' obedient Nations reign! | 
Let Sin's and Hell's proud Kingdom ſoon decay, 
And Earth as well as Heay'n their Lord obey ! 
For our frail Bodies needful Food aflign; 
X But chiefly feaſt our Souls with , Food Divine. 
O thou, on whole free Grace and Love we live, . 
Forgive our Sins, as others we forgive ! 
Save from che Tempter thoſe who truft in. Thee, 
O ſave at once from Sin and, Miſery! 
Thy glorious Might no Time or Place reſtrain, 
Thou doſt, O God! to endleſs Apes: reign! 


Thus to the King of Heay'n deyoutly pray, 
or that enough, you-mulſt his' Laws obey; 
ES | | S 
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alid Rock. with ſweat and care. 


clays” the Flop ariſe. - 
Sa mer. new ' Floods chit L pouring from the Skies; | = 
' Th' impetuous Winds from ftany Caves eolarg'd _— 
” * Withall their duſty Squadrons: on-em'charg'd, - SU 
The Honje ftill Fonds each vain efJawlf.can mock, Nt 
Nor can they move it, till chey move the Rock : $46. 


Bur thoſe who withcold Notions are 'content, 
- * Chriſtians alone in Name and Complement ; 
- To fooliſh Builders thera I muſt compare 
Who on th' unfaithful Sand their Fowfes rear: 
Already, heark ! the whiſtling Storm is 0) igh! ! ES |} | 
See the black Tempeſt pouring from the Sky | _ :- 
Waves ride on Wavts and puſh each chat on: FF 
—— -__ Fromthe looſe Earth the f Iſe Fowndatiog's gone; 
/ The fooliſh Houſe falls wich the mould'ri Fring Sbore, 
| And ſinksi'th* vaſt Myſs to riſe no more. 
He ſaid -- Still his pleas'd Auditors attend, 
All though roo ſoon he his Di/conrſe did nd. 
Which oſt he did from the bleſs d Mount deſcend. 
'ToCana, whence the'orber Simon nami'd, 
*Mongft Galilean Zealots/ widely fami'd : I 
_ There, whil& he at's Nuptial Feaſt did'dine, © 
When Wine they want; he Water turns to Wine. 
Nor far from thence, by. Pleaſant Naim's Walls, 
The mournful Widows $6120 Life recalls. 
Mean while the Baptiſt did co Yirtae preſs 
His Foice,' loud-ſounding in the Mend Ee 
Cenfor of Vice, unblemiſh'd as ſevere, 
And as he none did fear; he none 'wou'd ſtare: : 
Ev'n Life it ſelf byfar-too dear he thought, 
| If with bare Slence:or mean Flatt'ry bought : 
This boneſt Freedom and plain roughneſs Pleas 'd; 
Nor r rarely wrought a Cure on Minds diſeas'd:- 
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The Life f CHRIST. 
on 2 8 
Arm'd with Elijab's Spirit and Holy Fire 


To his Acquaintance Royal Names aſpire ; 


Virtues they wou'd not follow, forc'd t' admire ! 


Among the reſt ſo often Herod went 

And heard, he grew almoſt a Penitent ; |  - Mark& 26, 
With all beſides one darlmg Vice —_— 
That kept its hold, ſtill feftering in his beart : 

Diſhonourable Love, a lawleſs Flame, 

Unnar'ral Crime, which Inceſts fouler Name 17,18, 
Dilgrac'd ; the Cauſe HERODIAS, fair, but vain, | 

X Whoſe Lord did in'poor Trachonitis: Reign, 


And wild Iwres, from whole petty Court, Luke 3. 2: 
Where only bordering Arabs did reſort, = + "= Joſeph 
Not long before Herod invites her down = > 
To fair Tiberias, his own ſtately Town : Vid. Lib. t, 


Uncil his Brother-from the Wars return'd, 

Who, while ſhe him at home half Widow'd, mourn'd 
X Thro' ſtony Fields, and Woods of fatal Yew, 
Did Bands of roving 1ſhmaelites purſue : 
Arriv'd, her Beauties all the Court ſurprize, 

Her Brother moſt, who feaſts his wand'ring Eyes 
Oa her forbidden Face, thence ſoon takes fire, 
His careleſs Breaſt loon glows with looſe defare 
All Arts on her-weak Sex, prevail he try'd, 
Flacters her Vanity, and feeds her Pride : 

Now do's he ſtately Masks and Balls provide, 7 
With Muficks melting Charms, and now apply 
The powerful Bait of Courtly Luxury : 


Her in his Royal Barge wou'd ſometimes take, 


And ſplendid Treat, upon the neighb'ring Lake ; 


Now her convey to proud Caperna'm's Walls Sez Lib. r. 
Where, thro' broad Arches Jordan head-long falls : 
To antient Gmn'roth, or Bethſaida fair See Lib, 1 


To bunt or walk in lonely Deſarts there ; 
Ott wou'd he gaze, and with a ſudden ſigh 


- As often —Ah ! too bappy Philip ! cry ! 


Why ſhou'd his envious ragged Walls confine 
A Treaſure ought in Czſar's Court to ſhine ? 
Are theſe the richeſt Robes he can provide 
For ſuch a Queen 2 This all Iurea's Pride? E 
S 2 Trample 
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Trample *em ſordid in the duſt, and ſee 
If ought Tiberias has more worthy Thee ! | 
Then, coſtly Babylonian Robes he brings, F _ . "TP 
And Thrian Silks, that claath and ranſom Kings: | 

All honour'd to be touch'd by her fair hand, 

Who Salem and Sebaſte might command ; 

In both his Royal Palaces did ſtand ; 

The worſt of both to Philip's ſhe'd prefer, F 

And both were hers, tho' both unworthy her. 

Theſe Preſents {he receives, and more than theſe 

Without a Frawn, — Sure twas no ſm to pleaſe ! 

With well-known Art repel['d, yet did invite, . 

— And wiſhes ſhe his bounty cou'd requite. 626 
Bur ſoon re-calls that Wiſh ---- ſhe had forgot 

That Herod was her Brother ---- Think me not, 

He trembling cries, my. Gratitude to ſhow, 


Fd gladly give my Crown I were not ſfo— 


— Or if Il am —— 
« Friendſhip lo pure as mine, who can reprove ? 
& Minds have no Sexes, 'tis your Mind 1 love : 
Platonic all, her Honour he'll prefer 


_ T' his Life and Love, nor wrong his Qyeen or ber. 


He'd only ask a wiſh, an band, an eye : 630 
Favours for which "was worth the while to dye, \ 

And {wears in theſe eternal Secreſy. 

— What bounds has lawleſs Love ! Soon head-long hence 
They ſunk to Sin, and thence to Impudence : 

Bewitch'd with wicked Joy, and ſtupid grown, 

No meaſures kept: Toall the Court 'tis known, 

Laſt co his Queen, whom he'll no Jonger own ; | 

Whoſe Father long his peaceful Scepter [way'd 

At fair Damaſcus, Zobah him obey'd, * | 
Him 4ram's fields, and thole wild Troops which firay'd 640 
Thro' Geſhur's Reabn,, for Paſtures ever green * 

Renown'd, and the wide wand ring Hagarene : * 

To him enrag'd with loud Complaints ſhe fled 

Againſt the Rival of her Grown and Bed; - 

Her and her faithleſs, Lord with moxtal Hate 


She proſecutes, and urges on their Fate ; 


Whilſt her old Father, youthful Anger warms, 


Who 
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Who for Revenge his fierce Arabians arms. 
Herod's lewd Court's all ſilent, or approve 
650 With wicked flattery their Princes Love ; 
Till co the Baptiſt brought by babbling Fame, 


b— 


| Whom Zeal to injur'd Yirtue did inflame ; 

Inſpir'd with that, he fromthe Deſarts came ; 

Thence to the Court his ſteps direRtly bent, 

The openitig Crowd bow'd. lowly as he went ; 

He palt the Guards; ftruck with religious Fear 

None durft oppole his way approaching near ' 

Thro' every Gate and Anti-Chamber paſt 
Preventing his own Fame, arriv'd at laſt 

660 To theretir'd Alcove ; he thither preft, 

Sees the falle Charmer negligently dreſt, 

Sees the luxurious King lean looſly on her Breaſt.) 
Fierce Herod role at the unwonted: Noiſe, 

And haſty asks with a death-threat ning Voice 

And Eyes all flame, What bold Intruder he 

Who dar'd invade his Prince's privacy, 

And ruſh on certain Fate 2 — Nay rather tell 

How dares a bold Adilterer ruſh on Fell, is. 
The Baptiſt firm replies. — No fooner ſaw \ 

670 The guilty King, but firuck with trembling awe 

Silent he ſtood confusd, his Qzeen the ſame, 

With Anger pale by turns, and red with Shame : 

So ſtrange a Pow'r undaunted /irtze brings, 

Dazling c'en Beauties {elf and conquering Kings : 

Hard was the ſtruggle. — Now his nobler Fart, 

His Reaſon rul'd, and from his Royal Heart 

Drew fizhs of Penitence, Abortrve faghs ; 

Nor ſooner were his Tempters charming Eyes 

Bent on him, but agen he donbrful Rood ; 

680 Which thar curſt Spirit, eternal Foe to Good 
Perceiving, found 'rwas time himſelf t” engage, 
Inſpiring Him with Luft, and: her with Rage. 

Silent the King, thus haughty Herodias ſaid 
— Bold Prieſt — this Inſolence ſhall coſt thy Head. 
| It nor enough, haſt chonu not cheated well 

Who can'ſt the Yulgar [care with Tales of Hell? 

Let chem: drudge on, dull Yirtues Laws obey, 

EF 
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23 


24, 25+ 
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But Princes find to Heav'n an eaſier way. 
Guards, drag him hence, and him t' his Fate convey. 
The King aroſe, with the vex'd Fair bebates, 

And her imperious Sentence mitigates : 

His ent ring Guards the Pris ner bids ſecure, 
And him in ftrong Macherus Walls immure : 
Fain each brave Warrior wou'd himſelf excuſe, 


 Andhadthey dar'd, th' ungrateful Task refule; 


Fain, for the fearleſs Pris'ner intercede, 

Who looks ſecure of Fate, and bids 'em lead. 
Where c'cr commanded by the Tyrant, they 2 
Wich much regret and ſlowly, at laſt obey. « 
Nor after long, as chanc'd, the feſtal day 

Of. Ferod's Birth arriv'd, at regal Boards, 

As Cuſtom call'd, his Captains and his Lords, 

And all his Figh Eſtates invited Dine. 

The ſplendid Feaſt well o'er, in gen'rous Wine 
Concluded, Royal Muſick finiſh'd all, 


© Treating their noble Fancies at a Ball : 


One Daughter, cer from him Ferodias fled 

Had bleſt the injur'd Tetrarch's nuptial Bed ; 

Too plain in her the World her Mother ſpies, 

The lame fair Face and falſe deluding Eyes ; 

Like her, of Slaves ſhe had a mighty Band, 

And cou'd like her, Smiles, Tears and Oaths command ; 
Like her, ſweet Poy/on from her Eyes and Tongue 
Diſtil'd ; ſhe like an Angel mov'd and ſung. 

Some ſoft Arabian Tune the Muſick play, 

She at the Signal glides as ſoft away ; 


: Her Feet as nimbly as their Fingers move, 


From all that ſaw, ſhe Wonder forc'd, or Love. 
The King extravagantly pleas d, and proud 

As ſhe her ſelf to hear th' applayſes loud 

So juſtly on her thrown from every ſide, 

Ask, by th' unutterable Name, he cry'd, 
Ask what thou wilt, not ſhalt thou be deny'd, 
Tho' half my Kingdom were the mighty Boon. 
Inſtrufted by her Mother, but too foon ©. 
She claims his Royal Word, Nor ought, ſhe ſaid, 
Ought wou'd {Hh accept, beſides the Baptiſt's Head. 
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He ſtruck the Board = Rather than that ſhou'd fall 2c, 
Take, cruel Maid ! not. only half but all 
230 My Realms, he cry'd; If you'll my Words releale, 
And leave the Holy Man to die in peace ! 
Inexorably wicked ſtill ſhe ſtood, EE: 
Nothing cou'd quench her Thirſt, but guiltleſs Blood, 
The Councit diffrent Saffrages divide 
Some Love engag'd, fair Murdreſs ! on thy ſide ; 
Some pure Revenge — He at the Court did rail; 
Some hers, becauſe they thought ſhe wou'd prevail. 
A gen'rous few there were, who tho' he'd ſworn, 
His Oath unlawful thought, but over-born 
«40 Arc loſt i'th' Cropd— The King himſelf gives way, 
And bids his Guards the Damſels Word obey. 
Scarce with long ſearch they found a Villain, who 
Was black enough the horrid Work to do ; 
Whom from the Dungeon when the Baptiſt ſpy d, 


g ann ol 
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Warn'd he that moment mult for Death provide, 
Long ſince that Bus'neſs is diſpatch'd, he cry'd, 
That I was mortal born, I ever knew; _ 
And ſince this Debr's from all ro Nature due, 
The ſooner paid the better, gladly I 

.750 In God's fair Cauſe, and injur'd Yirtye's die: 
Nor if o'th* Edz of Life our Souls can ſee * X 
Within the-Realms of dark Futurity, C 
Shall long my guiltleſs Blood unpuniſhe be, 
I ſce th' Arabians from their Quivers pour 
O'er Galilee a dusky deadly Show'r ; | 
I ſee——The ugly Headſman will afford 
No longer time, his unreleating Sword 
Soon ſtop'd his Breath, an-cafie way it found ; 
And Blood and Life at once guſh'd from che ghaſtly Wound, 

760 His Head they to the Feaſt in triumph bear, 19, 28, 
With joy receiv'd by falſe Herodias there ; | 
Who, leſt they ſhould delude her Cruelty, : 
Wipes his wan bloody Face, and cries 'Tis be ! 
Now ſaucy Cenſures at thy Betters, fling ! | 
Now, if thou canft, preach on,. and {corn a King! _ 
Short-liv'd her wicked Joys baſe Triumphs were, 
For in the midſt a panting Meſſenger w 
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With Daft all cover'd, Terror and Surprize 
And Haft and Danger in his Face and Eyes, 
Thro' the thick: Circle pale and bloodleſs ſprings, = 770 
And from the Borders diſmal Tidings brings ; | 
Thar Aretas with his, 4rabian Bands, - 

Paſſage obtain'd thro' wrong 'd Iturea's Lands 

Jordan's ſmall Streams had near Ce/area pals'd, 
And all the higher Galilee laid waſt : | 
With Fire and Sword; to whom ſtrong Abe's Town 


. Their Gates had open'd, marching Conq ror down 


Vid. Foſepb. 
Antiq. 


29, 


Thro' old Zaanamms Grove to Kedeſh near, 
Which with high Ramah, ſtruck with panic Fear 
Prepar'd to yield —Tho' Guilt in Herod's Eyes, 780 
Fear in his Face, To Arms, to Arms, he cries; 
With ſpeed the bold Invader meet, before 
He march too far, his Troops ſhall rove no more ! 
His Forces then from proud SebaFte draws, 
And ſtrong Macherus, which th' Arabian awes, 
Wide-wandring thro' Baara's diſtant Vale; * 
From Carmel's Mount and Hermon's fruitful Dale : 
With his own Troops his pow'rful Treaſure brings 
Of 1ſhmael's Race, Auxiliary Kings 
From Fordan's Eaftern (ide, and now cou'd boaſt 790 
Had Heay'n ſtood Fill, a formidable Hoff: 
Een Heav'n it ſelf to bribe t© his fade he'll try 
By unbecoming aukward Piety ; 
By mighty Gifts he to the Temple ent, 
And more than all—he promis'd he'd repent. 
In haft a Courter to the Priſon ſends, 
The Bapriſt's Body to his mourning Friends 
He bids be ſtraic deliver'd, him t inter; | 
And he with Tears woy'd waſh his Sepulcbre : 
Thro' the thin Yizardall with caſe perceiv'd, Y $00 
His Penitence, nor Earth, nor Heav'n believ'd ; 
Loaden with Curſes to the Field he went, 
But more with gwiltleſs Blood— You know th' event ! 
His ſwift Retreat, his num'rous Army broke, 
The Day and Honour I6ſt withour'a ſtroke. 
All this did babbling Fame t' our Lord convey, 
Who wh his Twelve at rich Caperna'm lay, 


While 
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While the great Baptiſt his Diſciples mourn'd, 
Till Zered, furious ro the Court return'd ; 
Then with wiſe Caution, no unworthy Fear, 
Secks a more ſafe Retregt in Defurts, near 
Bethſaida's wealthy Yilla, where before * 
He did, in Heav'nly Wiſdom's ſacred Lore, 
Inſtruct his 4uditors — Thither he weat 

With his lov'd few, and the calm Moments ſpent 


Tn thoughts of that great Work td which 'delign'd, 


And all the wondrous Things were yet behind. 


The End of the Fourth Book, 
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BOOK IV. 


— SE IRE ona | 


9! [1 IS pleaſant when the rugged Storm is ore. ] The Hint was taken from that 
| of Lucretius, Szave mari magno turbantibus &quora wentisr, &c, And 
tho my Thought want of the Fineneſs of his, I think it has alſo leſs Il nature. 

52. Hail, Son of God ! announc'd, confeſt approv'd! | Twas fo well pleas'd with 
the Song of the Angels in Mon, on the ſame occation, that T had a defire to 
try what I could do 1n that ſort of Yerſe; tho I have but one Precedent of intro- 
ducing Blank Verſe into a Poem compos'd of Rhimes, and that is in the Eſſay upm 
Tranſlations, done by a Perſon of Quality in our own Language, and how I've fuc- 
ceeded in't muſt be left to the Reader. 

111. Hell's Principality thou ſhalt deſtroy. ] So Mr. Mede interprets the Seed of the 
Woman's Bruifing the Serpent's bead ; where he adds a pretty Obſervation of a certain 
Author, That there's not only a certain Impreſſion of Fear on the Serpent, at the 
fight of a Man, which makes him run away, unleſs forc'd to fight for his Life, which 
he does with a particular Care of his Head; but which'is more remarkable, that 
a naked Man frights him much more than one that's cloath'd, as if he ſtill retaind 
ſome 14zs of his firſt Enemy. | 

167. An eafie Hill there is, whence looking down, 

Tiberias here, there Fair Bethſaida's Town, 8c. ] Some place this Mount of the Beats 
7udes between Tiberias and Bethſaida: others Eaft of Berbſaids, nearer Capernaum- 
Tradition agrees with the former Opinion, the People of the Country ſhewing 
to this day a little Hill thereabouts, which they call Our Lord's Table : and which | 
the Pilgrim, who ſaw it, ſays, is neither very /erge nor very high. And this Opr 
nion Ichuſe to follow: | 

178. Equally ignorant and innocent. } Undoubtedly our Saviour might have 
choſen his _—_— all Jearned Men; but he had great and wiſe Ends to the contrary, 
namely, to humble the Pride of Man, and convince him that neither Birth, Lear- 
ning, nor any other external Advantage, are ſo acceptable to him as Vertue and I 
nocence, And beſides, to obviate ſuch ObjeFions as he well knew would, in after 
Ages, be made againſt his Religion; ſince 'twas an impoſſible thing for ſuch ſimp/c 
and iUiterate Men, as his Apoſtles, to compoſe fo excelent a Syſtem both of ſpecs: 
lative and moral Tratbs ; nor could they havethem any where but from Heaven. 

185. Thence-Philip, who Nathanael did mwite. ] Ir's geterally thought Barthol- 
mew and Nathenael werethe ſame ; there's little co be ſaid for'r, and nothing a- 
gainſtit. However Nathanael had the more treatable Sound, for which Reaſon 1 
rather cho ir. | 

187, Matthew, who freely did the World forſake. | Leviand Matthew the Publi 
caxs, are generally thought the ſame. * * 189, w— The 
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189.— The lfſer James — Who juſtly honourable Kindred claims — With onr Jow'd 
Lord.] He's called Fames the Leſs, as is conjeftured, from his Stature; and the 
Brother of our Lord, Gal. 1. 19. becauſe his Kinſman, after the Jewiſh Idiom. 

214. Heer Fathers, part of what he then expreſt.] | can't ſay I've wrought in eve- 


' Ty particular Paſſage of chis be of Sermons, as tis left us entire in. fifth, ſixth, and 


ſeventh of S; Mathew, and ſome Fragments in others of the Evangelifts, being a com- 
pleat Summary of our Saviour's Law, at leaſt, as far as pratical Truths. Bat I 
think I've not omitted many things remarkable in my Paraphraſe upon it, endea- 


vouring to give, as nearas pollible, the utmoſt and largeſt Import of every Ex- - 


preſſion in the particular Beatitudesz under eachof which Pye rank*d what ſeem'd re- 
ducible to it in the following Verſes and Chapters, adding the contrary Woes, from 
S&. Luke's Goſpel. 

217. Still ſearch for Happineſs.] "Tis obvious to obſerve, as Grotius and others 
upon the Place, That our Saviour begins his Diſcipline with the Search after rruc 
Happineſs; going higher than. any Philoſopher ever did before himy not fixing itin 
any worldly Enjoyments, Pleaſure, Riches, Honour, &c. burrather in a Contempt 
or Indifference for them ; nay, evenin the Want of them, in Poverty, Infamy, &c. 
if God's Providence think ſuch Circumſtances beſt for us ; all which trifling IÞcon- 


weniences, he aflerts were ſo far from being Impediments to a good Mars Felicity, 


that he carries his Followers even beyond the Indslence of the Stoics, bidding 'em 
exult and rejoice under 'em, on conſideration of the divine ſupport in this Life, and 
eternal Retribution in a better ; and this he aſſerts in ſeveral Paradoxes dire&ly 
oppoſite to the generally receiv'd Sentiments concerning Happineſs. 

220. There are who think their Bliſs faſt lock'd, they hold, &c | The moſt general- 
ly receiv'd Notion of Happineſs is, that it conſiſts in Riches, the contrary to which 
is prov'd, both from the Baſeneſs of ſuch an Opinion, and by applying ſeveral 


Properties of the Summum Bonum, none of which agree with %em : Certainty, the 


evT*t#aw, or having it in our own Power : Durableneſs and Deſirableneſs for them- 
ſelves and noother further Good. ?*Tis therefore rather fix'd in Poverty 3 the ſence 
of which, none has given better and cloſer than our own incomparable Hammond, 
who, thus in his Paraphraſe, © Blefſed are they, that, how high ſoever their con- 
< dition is in this World, are yetin Mind, Aﬀe&ion and Converſation, humble 
* and lowly; and when they are in worldly Poverty, bear it willingly, and not 
« only of neceflity : for to ſuch belongs a Kingdom, &c. | 

241. Unwary Youth, which ſeldom chuſes right, 

Ruſh hot and furions after vain delight. }J © The next common Miſtake concer- 
ning true Happineſs, is of thoſe who place it in worldly Pleaſure ; which our Savi- 
our obviates in his ſecond Paradox and Beatitude, Bleſſed are thoſe that mcurn, for the 
meaning of which Mourning, vid Grot. in loc. 

263. Others, as vain, attempt their Names to raiſe, 
Their Lives employ din eager chaſe of Praiſe. A third fort of Men expe& 
their Happineſs from worldly Fame, Honour, Praiſe, or things of that nature. 
Theſe, if I miſtake not, our Saviour oppoſes in his third Beatitude, Bleſſed are the 
meek. I know Grotius thinks the «i Texas, the meek here mentioned, are oppoſed 
Tots 6ex{Avrs, as he ſays they are in Ariffotle, to the: Paſſionate and Angry : Others, 
that ſuch are meant by them as are not covetous of Revenge,: but by the Sweetneſs 
and Temper of their Minds endeavour to oblige all Men. And accordingly, De 
Dieu, that they are here oppoſed to the Proud, and ſignifieno more than the Hums 
ble However, if Meekneſs and Humility be here _—_— and the contrary Vices 
Pride and Revenge forbidden, the Cauſes and Effe#s of thoſe Vices muſt be alſo in- 
cluded, and what canthoſe be bur an immoderate Deſireof Fame, Praiſe, Glory, 
&c. Under which Head I've wrought in moſt of the Precepts in the following 
Verſes, relating to Meekneſs. That of not calling our Brother Racha, (I think 
much of the ſame Import with our Engliſh Sirrab) in v. 283. 

Nor ſuffering in ill Language, &c.] An Elevation of the Chriſtian Dodrine, 
as Dr. Hummond obſerves, far beyond the Heathen Theology ; Homer introducing 
one of his Goddeſſes, nay, Minerva her ſelf, who ſhould have had more Wiſdom, 
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encouraging Achilles to rail heartily at Agamemaon, tho he was not to ſtrike him. 
: — 17 Ry wy oveid\ov. | 

302, How few who any true concern will ſhow, _ 

For ought but theſe vain periſhing Goods below.) Alter removing theſe three former 
miſtaken Notions of Happineſs, our Saviour proceeds to eftabliſh a berter, Bleſſed 
are they that hunger and thirſt after Righteouſneſs, 8c. © Who, as S panheim explains it 
&* being conſcious of their own want of Righteouſneſs, do moſt earneſtly defire it, 
Fuſtice or Righteouſneſs here mentioned, being, according to Grotius, © A gene- 
«© ral, or Cardinal Vertue, implying all the reſt ; namely, whatſoever is grateful 
* or acceptable to Almighty God. They ſhall be filled, they ſhall obtain what they 
purſue, ſays Hammond, and be fatisfiedin it. To this Beatitude is oppoſed the con- 
trary Woe in S. Luke, Woe to youthat are full, for you ſhall hunger. In the former 
Hunger and Thirſt, Grotius and othersthink, is included, ſuch a Deſire after Piety 
and Vertue, as makes Men willingly or patiently undergo Hunger, Thirſt, and all 
other Inconvegiences, in order to obtain them. And under this Head I've infer- 
ted ſeveral of our Saviour*s Leſſons concerning Reſignation and Contentment. 

360. Bleſt is the Man, himſelf who truly knows, 

And Mercy, which he hopes, to others ſhows.] 'The Fifth Beaticude, Bleſfed are 
the merciful ; which conſiſts, as Walker explains it, © in ſhewing all Mercy and 
& Compaſſion to our Neighbours in their Neceffities; further explained ver. 44. and 
in chap. vi. 12, 14 and Vii. 1, 12, &c. | | 

372. Traditions teach you, if your Bodies pure, &c.] The Sixth Beaticude, Bleſſed 
are the pure in Heart, for they ſhall ſee God. © They, ſays Hammond, who defile not 
* the Eye of their Soul, with wordly or fleſhly Luſts : and as another, who do 
* © not only ſubdue evil Deeds, but evil Deſires. In oppoſition to the falſe Gloſles of 

the Phariſees; who, it ſeems, taught their Followers, that if they abſtain'd from 
outward A#s, they might t6imk what 1 they pleas*d : and it's plain, Foſephus, who 
was a Phariſee, was of this Mind : and David Kimchi not only defends it, but 
wrefts Scripture tothat End. Now the Blefling promis'd to thoſe who are thus 

wre in beart, by our Saviour, is, that they ſhall ſee God; not only by knowing his 
Fill here, but in the Enjoyment of the Bearifical Viſion, to all Eternity : as Spanheim, 
Brugenſis, and Walker, tho'I think the Oid Man, laſt named, goes a little too far, 
when he ſays, © Looking even upon a Man's own Wife, mr {mui aig, is 
breach of this Purity of - Heart, and will exclude out of Heaven. 

404: Are eager for an Hero's ſounding Name. The Seventh Beatitude, is, Bleſſed 
are the Peacemakers ;, © Which is plac'd, ſays one, in the Zeal on all occaſions of 
© making and preſerving Peace. Firſt, negotiating the Peace of all men with God, 
which was the Apoſtles Employment. And Secondly, procuring by all means, 
the Peace of Men among themſelves : for this reaſon pur!ting up Afﬀrinrs, and ſuffering 
Injuries. This Character and Employment, ſhould, without doubt, belong emi- 
nently to the Governours and Do#ors of the Church, who ought eſpecially to be the 
' gwviiges, the Light of the Warld, and Salt of the Earth, and to teach Men to keep God's 
Commands z but this not excluding private Chriſtians. The Reward of theſe 
Peacemakers.is, they ſhall be called [ſhall be) the Sons of God: like to God, fays Ham- 
20nd, as: Children to a Parent ; being alregdy, as the Apo te fays, Partakers of 
the Divine Nature : true Heroes or Sons of God 5 which Title was vainly affected by 
—_— Men among the Heathen, and ſought, not by Peace, but by War and 
Bl, 8 

= rou ff triumphant from the Duſt ſhall riſe ] There was a Notion, as Dr. 
Hammond, Dr. Sherlock, others obſerve, generally received by the Primitive 
Chriſtians, That the Martyrs, nay, ſome extended it as far as the Confeſfors and 
eminent Saints, ſhould, immediately on their Deaths, enjoy the Bearifick Viſion. 
| But there was another Point alſo generally among 'em, concerning the ſame Per- 
fons, that they ſhould riſe before the ref of the Dead in the Day of Fadgment : 
whence that Suffrage in their antient Liturgies, ut partem haberer in Reſurrefione 

9:4, for a part in the firſf Reſurred&ion. | | 
. 468. When thus: he them bad thundred down from Heaw'n.] The Commandments 


were firſt fpoken, and fo are properly the Decalegue, or Ter-Iords, atter which 
Fe they 
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they were written in the two Tables, firſt by God, and then by Moſes; Deur. 5. 
32. I know not whether I ought to make any, Apology for inſerting here all the 
Commandments, which our Saviour does not ; but confidering he mentions them 
allin general, nay ſeveral in particular here, and moſt of the reft in other places ; 
conſidering theſe things I ſay, there needs no great Poetical Licence for my 
bringing them in all together. | : 

472. Nor from Heawv'ns piercing Eye ſuch Treaſon bope ' to hid: ]. Wherein I have 

iven-the ſence of thoſe words warloy us, or before mein this Command. | 

473. By no reſemblance vain, &c.] By the word reſemblance T endeavour to ex- 
preſs the force of the Hebrew 131191) and the Greek $40ieudy which is fo compre- 
henſive, thart all the Image-Worſhippers in the World can never get clear on't; and 
there is no way of anſwering it, but by ſetting thygr Idex Expurgatorizs to work 
upon't, and razing it quite out of the Commands : Nor need we wonder they do 
with the Words of good Men, whenthey begun with thoſe of God himſelf. 

474. No ballow'd Thing let thy bold Sacrilege profane. ] The beſt Commentators 
couclude, that Sacrilege is forbidden in this nh .or the Violation of all 
holy Perſons, Places, and Things, .as well as the Tremendous Name of God, by a 
falſe or vain Atteſtstion of it. 

+80. Thy Parent and thy Prince, &c.] That Political and Eccleſiaſtical Parents, ag 
well as Natural, our Governours in Church and State, are here included, as well 
as our Fathers and Mothers, I think all aſſert. who have written upon this Com- 
mand : And ?tis obſerved, the Promiſe annexed to it, is repeated in the New 
Teſtament by the Apoſtle, as affuring the followers of Jeſus, that the Obligation 
was not ceas'd either on God's part or ours: And I really believe that Blefling of 
lng Life, on Obedience, ſeldom fails: I ſpeak particularly as to Natrol Parents: 
As well as all the reſt, even Temporal Bleflings, with which Providence does (ac- 
cortling to the Obſervation of conſidering Men) almoſt conſtantly favour the Pi- 
ety of Obedient ChildrS ; whilſt on the contrary. the Impious Undutiful ſel- 
dom or never ſcapes in his Life ſome Exemplary Severity from the Impatience of 
the Divine Juſtice. | | | 

489. Each Sin mm Thought abhor ] This ſeems to be one of thoſe additional Expla- 
nations (if I may be permitted rouſe fich a Phraſe) which our Saviour made of 
the Old Law, contrary to the Doctrine of the Phariſees before mentioned | 

go8. Since you a Form for your Direftion need.) The Apoſtles did need a Firm, 0- 
therwiſe they'd never have ask'd it, [** Lord, reach us jo pray] or at leaſt our Sa- 
viour wou'd not have piven it, who does nothing in Vain, For it's true enough, 
that thoſe who are wiſer or better than the Apoſtles, may do without it. That our 
Saviour gave the very Words to his Diſciples, and requir*d them to make uſe of 
'emin that very Form, Mr. Mede proves, I think unanſwerably, in his excellent 
Works. Further, what Grotius affirms of this Prayer is very remarkable; *© That 
the Form wasnot ſo much conceiv'd in Chriſt's own Words, as compiled by him 
out of what was moſt laudable, out of the Old Euchologies or Liturgies of the - 
Jews; ſo far was he from any affeQation of unneceſſary Noveky ; Adding a cu- 
rious Collection of all the particular Petitions, and moſt of the very Words of that 
Prayer, from thoſe old Forms of theirs.' Nor ſure, can any think the Rabbies 
wou'd ſince have inſerted'em, had they not been there before. The Colle&ion 
he gives is to this effect 3 ** Our Father which art in Heaven, hallowed be thy 
* Name, O Lord our God, and thy memory Glorifi'd, both in Earth below and 
* Heaven above; (out of Sepher Tepbillim, Luſitan. p. 115.) Thy Kingdom reign 
©* over us both now and for ever,  (Sepher Hammuſſar. 49. 1.) | Sam and par- 
* don them that treſpaſs againſt me, (Com. in Pirke Avoth. 24.) Lead us not jn- 
* tothe hand of Temptation, but deliver us from Evil; (Sepher Hammuſſar. 9. 
12.) For thine is the Kingdom, and thou ſhale reign gloriouſly for ever and e- 
* yer. Amen. (14. 1b.) And the ſame Obſervation has been made by our Lighrfoet, 
Greyory, and others. | , 

514 Lct thy dear Son his promis d Empire gain. | To explain this, take a re- 
warkable paſſage out of a Latin Catechiſm printed here in England in King 
E:'ward's time, for the Uſe of the Proteſtants, On the Explanation of this Pe- 
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tion, © Thy Kingdom come, (the Author goes on in this manner ;) Adbuce. 
nim, &c. © For yet we fee not all things put under Chriſt. We ſee nor 
* how the Stone ſhould be cut out of the Mountain without Hands, which broke 
© in pieces and reduced to nothing, the Image deſcribed by Daniel. How Chriſt, 
* who is the true Rock, ſhould obtain and poſſeſs the Empire of the whole Worlg 
*© which is granted him by the Father, nor is Antichriſt yet deſtroyed. Whence 
« we: yet delire and pray, that theſe things may in due time come to pals 

Flg. But chiefly feaft our Soul with Food Divine. J "Tho? they muſt have an ex- 
cellent Art at Wiredrawing Conſequences, who can prove Tranſubſtantiation out of 
thoſe Words, even ſuppoſing :m#a@- here ſhould ſignifie Superſubſtantial ; yet all 
grant, that under this humble For, wherein we expreſly beg for Bread only, 
are included all Neceſlaries fajſhSoul and Body, the chief of which, -our Saviour 
himſelf, or his bleſſed 4Aifance and Preſence by his Holy Spirit, which was igno- 
rantly deſired by thoſe who ſaid, Lord evermore give -us this Bread, [Chriſtians 
alone in Name. ] Indeed they were not then Chriſtians ſo much asin Name, be. 
ing firſt ſo called at Antioch, asthe ſacred Writings tell us. However *tis but a com- 
mon Prolepfis, like V - S Lavina Littora. 

578. Whoſe Lord did in poor Trachonitis Reign——And wild Tturea ] Herod the 
Great, as Foſeph. De Bell. Jud. Lib. 1. in his laſt Will appointed Archelau: King in 
his room, Antipas Tetrarch, and Philip Lord of Trachonitis: Which Teſtament of 
his was thus altered by Auguſtus, (Zoſeph: Lib. 2. Cap. 4.) Archelaus had half the 
Kingdom, with the Title of Erhnarch; his Dominion containing, Fudea, Sama 
ria, and Idumea: Herod Antipas was Tetrarch of Galilee , his Brother Philsp of Bc- 
tanzes, Trachinitis, and Auranitis;, the yearly Income of all rogether, as Joſephus 
tells us, coming but to an Hundred Talents. 

585. Thro' tony Fields, and Woods of fatal Yew, | 
Did Bands of roving T{hmaelites purſue. Strabo gives an account of the 
wild and ſavage Temper of thels Itureans, 'calling hh by no better a Name 
than zawigyvs either Rogues or Witches, and deſcribing thoſe Parts full of Cave, 
Woods, and inacceflible Mountains, ſo infeſted with Robbers, that the Romans 
were forced to keep conſtant Guards there, for the ſecurity of the Country. They 
were, it ſeems, excellent Archers both in I:urez and Trachoniti: 5 the Bows of the 
firſt being famous as far as Rome 5 whence that of Virgil — Tturecs taxi torquentur in 
arcuss And Foſephus tells us, That Gratus the Roman General conquered the 
Thieves that waſted Fudea, by the help of the Bow-men of Trachonitiss Bell. Fud, 
Lib. 2. Cap. 8. He alſo gives a pleaſant account of this poor Prince Philip, 

, That he uſed to have his Seat of Juſtice carried: about with him where ever he 
went; tho? he gives him withal ſuch a CharaQter as he cou'd not his wealthier Bro- 
ther : For he ſays, He was a juſ# and honeſt Man. 
$10. Then coſtly Babylonian Robes be brmgs.] Theſe were accounted the richeſt 
wearing among the Eaſtern Nations, generally appropriated to Royal Perſons ; 
as Fuller in his Deſcription of the Fewiſh Garments. Hence Achan covered tlie 
Babyloniſh Garment at the taking of Fericho. 

614. Who Salem and Sebaſte might command.) Herod had ſeveral noble Pala- 
ces, that at Feruſalem near the Temple, another at Sebaſte or Samaria. Joſeph, 
Am. Fud. Lib. 15. Cap. 11. | 

639.— At fair Damaſcus, Zobah him obey'd, —— him Arams Fields, &c.] One 
Aretas, we are” ſure, was King of Damaſcus not long after our Saviour*s time, 
who is mentioned in the 44#s of the Apoſtles. That one of the ſame Name 
(who was Herod's Father-in-Law,) was King of one of the Arabia's, Foſephus tells 
us ; and that his Daughter fled from Herod to her Father, about the matter of Hs- 
rodias ; for which reaſon th2 Old angry King entred his Territories , and gave 
him Bartle, wherein Herod was worſted , his Army forſaking him ; which, 
the ſame Author adds, the People look'd on as a Judgment on him, for his 
cruelty againſt the BaprijZ. All this is Fact ; and if I have, - to mend the Story, 
clapt ewo Kings into one, or given one a little m__ Kingdom than the Aap will 
allow him ; tis now of no great Concern, nor [ believe will any of the Princes 
thereabouts, be angry at the leſſening their Borders, = | 693» 
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693. And him in ſtrong Machzrus Walls immure. ] Some ſay S. Fobnwas Beheaded 
in Macherus, others in Sebafte. Foſephus ſeems to be for the former, in his An- 
tiquities, Lib. 1. Cap. 10. Concerning which, honeſt LZudoffus tells a right 
wonderful Story 3 © That Herodias caus'd S. Foby's Head to be brought to Feru- 
« [;Jem, and cautiouſly Buryed their, nearthe Palace of Herod, being afraid left 
* the Prophet ſhould riſe again, if his Head and Body ſhould have been bury'd 
« together. All the Queſtion is, how this Paſſage came to be known , which 
cou'd come our by no lelsthan Hat Inſpiration? and fo it ſeems it did,; for he goes 
on; © This Head was afcerwards found by the Monks, to whom the Bleſſed Bap- 
if appear'd, and reveal'd the place where they had bury'd it. 

12.4. Tho half my Kingdom were the mighty Boon. | So thoſe poor Roytelets affeR- 
ed ro Talk, apeing the Magnificenge of the old Eaſtern Kings. And becauſe 
Absſſ#erus thus complimented Hefter,| Herod muſt ſay the ſame to the Daughter 
of Herodias, tho his whole Kingdom, I ſuppoſe hardly as large as one of the others 
One Hundred and Seven and Twenty Provinces; his whole Annual Revenue, as 
Foſephus tells us, amounting but to 200 Talents.. | - 

76. — Strong Abel's Town. ] Abel- Bethmazcha was a ſtrong Town near the 


North Borders of Galilee, into. which Sheba threw himſelf when purſued by Da- 


vid's Army. 
786, Wide wandring thro' Baaras diſtant Vale. | Toſephus ſays, Herod kept a ſtrong 


Garriſon in Macherwus to bridle the Arabians ; jult againſt which was the famous. 


Valley * Baaras, for the Wonders of which, that Hiſtorian has been ſo much 
Talk'd of. | 

$12. Bethſaida's wealthy Villa, ] 'Tis ſometimes called a Village, at others a Town 
or City, tho if only a Village, large enough, accordihg to SF elepbas, who ſays 
every Village in Galilee, eventhe leaſt of them, contained 15000 Inhabitants; 
(but ſure there muſt be ſome miſtake in the number). This Beth/aids he'lays, was 
for the pleaſantneſs of it, erected into a Cizy, and called Fx/ias: But let it be 
then what it wou'd, our Saviour's woe is now accompliſh'd* againſt it, and *cis 
reduced to its firſt Original, a Lodg in the Wildernefs ; nothing therot now 


remaining, as Travellers cell us, beſides 7 or 8 ſcatter'd Corrages, which ſcarce 
deſerve the Name of Houſes, 
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"H E Apoſtle proceeds and relates the Miracle of the Loaves, at which 

| the Multitude ſurprizd, would again have forc'd our Saviour to accept 
of the Kingdom 3 but he retires from them, gnd continues all Night praying in 
one of the Proleuchz .or Qratories of the Fews, having ſent his Diſciples 
cyoſs the Lake towards Capernaum ; whome be overtakes, walking on the Sea, 
before it was Day; the Diſciples being affrighted, till knowing his Viice, 
St. Peter leaves the Ship and goes towards him, who, when ready to fink, ſup: 
ports him,. and entring the Ship, they immediately land between Bethlaida 
and Capernaum 3. to the latter of which our Saviour goes with his Diſciples, 
being followed by the Multitude, more for Intereft than Devotion. His Ser- 
mon to them, in the. Synagogue, on that Subjeft,. and Diſcourſe concerning 
eating his Fleſh and drinking his Blocd, at which, the Jews being offended, 
= many of his Follower « forſake him; and upon his Apoſiles Proteſtation of Fide- 
B lity, he prophefies that one of them ſhould betray him, Fe cures the Son of 
E- Chuza, Herod's Steward, when deſperately illofa Fewer, on which he him- 
ſelf, who had before been an Herodian, became his Follower, with all his 
Houſe. The Miracle of the Centurton's Servant, Simen's Wife's. Mother, 
and the Paraytick, at Capernaum 3 and that on Blind Bartimzus, at Jeri- 
cho. Going up to Jeruſalem, he cures one that was born Blind, curſes the 
Fig-tree 3, the first time purgeg, the Temple of Buyers and Sellers, and cures 
the infirm Man, at the Pool of Bethelda, The Apoſtle next recites ſeveral of 
his Parables, that of the wicked Judg, and importunate Widow, 7he cruel 
Servant, zhe rich Miſer; - the Phariſce and Publican, and more at large, 
that of the Prodigal Son, which newly finiſhed, Chuza, who was an. Ac- 
maintant of Gamaliel's, being in Town againſt the Paſſover, comes to his 
ent. Arings his Friend the Centurion with him; where finding St. John 


me i6e-otber Diſciples; whom he had formerly ſeen in Galilee, be deſires a 

"uferaccount of the Myeries of the Chriſtian Faith, and the Perſon of 
our Saviour. - This the beloved Diſciple agrees to give him. Whoſe Prepara- 
$i0ns for it conelude the Filth Book. | oo 
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HUsS far, attent, and pleas'd the Fathers 
here, - ; 

Nor any ſigns of Wearineſs appear ; 

Tho' half the day was paſt, and Sol had 
}- drivn Batt 
 S—eYe wwe His flaming Courſers to the top of Heav'n: 

Th' Apoſtle paus'd, his Hearers cou'd not ſtay | 


146 The Fijth Bulk of 


Matt.14 
Luke. 9. 
John. 6. 


| As the Suns Face is with more Eyes ſurvey'd, 
When veil'd in an Eclipſes dusky ſhade: 

Where he himſelf and his lov'd Twelve repos'd 

- Some Shepherds ro the neighb'ring Towns dilclos'd, 'Y 

They flock =Y Thouſands and the Saviour found, _ + 
As hin} welve, they thetn encompaſs round: | 
Where © on an eaſie EZllock rais'd he taug he; 

- At once inftrutts, and cures who cer were brought: 

- With him the-2ultitude unweary'd ſtay 


Fill ter uf 


th” ning ſhadows ſhow'd declining day. = 20 
16. When the Diſciples haſten'd them away 
'3* From the wild Deſart, where with Hager pe w_ 
And Travel tir'd, they'd, neither. Food nor 
Compaſſionate our Saviour caſts his Z 
Amid of expifng Gard, and this 
And ſhali we ſo wnboſtitta bh ole =: 
_ Our Gueſts? | a ta Xo ment there refuſe ? 


They'll Fain aſp eriſhln the Wilderneſs ? © 
Rather er's all our own.Jnialf Stores impart, 30 


Preſented with a cheerful face and heart.” 

When frugal Philip and wiſe Ardrew cry'd, + 
Whence ſhall we Bread for ſuch vaſt Crowds det ?. 
Five Loaves our ſtock, to which wechanc'd to take - 
Two Fiſhes, lately anglin on the Lake. 

_Givewkat you have outof-your narrow flor 

- Our Lord, . rejoyns, nor. I, nor Heaven ask more : 
Be't yours © invite and place the Company, 

Dh poſe of -them, and leave the reſt to me. v7 
This with his wonted Majeſty. he ſaid, | 15. "1 
_ - Andthey with faith and wonder mixt obey d: 

Five thouſand Souls tho' we unreckon'd paſs 

- The weaker Sex and Age, upon the Graſs, | 

' Which plenceous flow 'drhere, di/cumbent laid | 

For their great Benefattor's bounty Raid : 

Whom whilſt half-fainting him intent they ey'd, 

Wein a hundred different Troops divide : 

Then in thoſe glorious Hands the Food he takes 

By which what Cer be pleaſe, what eer-be pleaſe he makes ; * 
His bands and eyesat once to Heav'n he rais'd 50 
From 
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From whence all good, and the great Giver prais'd: 
Then bleſt, and brake, and gave — A ſtrange ſurpriſe 
Seiz'd all, nor cou'd we truſt our hands or eyes 
Till raft affiſted — we from him receive 
And to th' aftoniſh'd Crowd around us give 
* Both Fiſhþand Bread, a welcome humble Treat, 
X Each wond'ring Gueſt with Thanks and Praiſes Eat : 
Still unexhaufted our mirac lous Fore, 
Till all the Company ſufic'd give oer; 
60 When, as he hids, what ſtill amaz'd us more, 
Gathering the broken reliques of the FeaF, 
We ſaw the Wander like the Loaves increag'd : 
Twelve empty Baskets.in.the Veſſel lay 
Wherein we Fiſh from place to place convey : * 
For theſe & our Mates on Shiphboard left we call, 
And with the wand 'rous Fragments fill d em all: ' | 
Loud ſhouts the People. gave which ſhook the Ground, 
Tabor and Carmel's diſtant bills relound ; 
In grateful Songs ſpread the ſoft Sex his Fame, 
70 ©© And teach their ſtamm ring. Babes to liſp bis Name: 
Then Me in frequent knots together crowd, | 
Firſt whiſp'ring, murm'ring then, then ſpeak aloud: 
The Heathen Yoke why ſhou'd they longer wear p. 
Proud Herod and th' inſulting Romans bear, > | 
When Heav'n had lent *er a Deliverer ; 
Who all cheir Wounds cou'd cure, their Wants {upply, 
Nay cen their Lives reſtore, if in his Cauſe they die ? 
Greater than Moſes's ſelf, by him foretold, 
And all the hely Meſſengers of old: 
$9 That Greatneſs whence he learnt a Crown to ſcorn 
Declares he for a. Grown was:anly born : 
We've Force enough a greater Army we 
X Than joyn'd at. Magn the braye Maccabee: 
No longer his injurious modeſty | 
Let's Cafer chus to hide his worth in yain, 
And thus defraud all 1rael of his reign. 
Firſt for Tiberias under him we'll go; 
S _—__ next our Princes pow'r ſhall know ; 
And next Jeruſalem, where ſtroager prowa, 
.go Well fix him ye his Father ey ons 
LE | 
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Wrought to the height they Palms and Garments bring, 
Hail promis'd Prince they cry'd, hail Iſrael's King ! 

Their danz rous kindneſs quickly drives him thence, 
Againſt a Grown, Flight's only his defence: 
Of this far more than all his Foes afraid; 
By haſt'ning night at once, and the thick ſhade 
Favour'd, he ſcap'd; and did himſelf convey 
T' a place remote where oft he us'd to-pray ; 
Wall'd on the ſides, as cuſtom is, to yield | 
A ſhelter from wild Beaſts that range the field: 1600 
Wide ope' to Heaven, unleſs by chance 'twas found 


Wich pleaſant Trees, like ſome fair Arbor crown'd, 

By pious Induſtry thick planted round: 

Here ſtay'd alone, till night began to wear, * 

In Meditation, holy Hymns and Pray'r : 

Mean while the choſen Twelve at his Command 

Directly ſteer for rich Capern'um's Land, 

Where with Beth/aida's pleaſant Coafts 'tis joyn'd. 

Long had werowed and beat it in the Wind, | 

Bur yet with all our labour made no way ; 110 
And now ſhrill Cocks foretold th* approach of day * | 
Which glad we heard, tho' yet no beam of light ; 

All Sea-marks hid in the tempeſtuous night : 

Still wrought the Waves, the Bark fo rudely toft, 

Our Lord not there, we gave our ſelves for loft : | 

The Maſt came cloſe by th' Beard, the Helm was gone; 

An uſeleſs bulk we lay, and floated on, : 
As the Waves pleas'd, 'twas vain we thought to ſtrive, 
Nor cou'd two Glaſſes more expe&t to live: * 
Some Rafts, and Boards provide, ſome ready ſtand 120 
To quit the Ship and try to reach the Land; - 
Then of each other our laſt farewel take; 

— When ſudden, thus concern'd, Barjonas ſpake; 

Or my Eyes fail me, Mates ! or on the Lake 
Something approaching to the Ship I ſee : 

Ve look, and all in the ſame thoughts agree. 

Forward it mov'd, in humane Form appear d, 
Till with us cloſe came up ; anew we fear'd 
Some danger worſe than death — ftill nearer view'd 
Some horrid Spectre 'tis, we all conclude ; t30 

- Which 


oe eg 


——————— 


The Life of CHRIST. 


Ber OSA» OE ADA LLAAS Gl LAs 04A AU 


—<—Aa— —— RX&=- We 


149 


on D— 


Which when we at the very Poop perceive, 

We with loud Shreeks prepare the Ship to leave ; 
While crowding to the Stern in haſt we fled 

Diſtinct th' Appearance ſpoke, and: thus it ſaid: | 
— * Courage my Friends ! me ſtill at need you'll find ! 
« *Tis 1 my ſelf — Give theſe vain fears to th Wind. 
The dear-loy'd Voice we heard twixt bope and fear, 

Yet hardly durſt beheve our belp ſo near, 

When Cephas thus, if Lord thy Foice it be 


140 Agen let's hear, and bid me come to thee ! 


Agen he ſpake, whilſt rapt in Foy we ſtand, 

And mild, invites him with his Voice and Hand ! 
Away he ſprings on the wide watry field, 

Solid as Rocks the Waves refus'd to yield : 

With daring feet thro” paths unknown he goes, 
And riſes as the rolling Surges roſe : 


But when he ſaw the ſurly Ocean frown, 


The hofow hanging Waves look lowring down, 
He in a dreadful Yale, the Seas and Night 


| 150 Conjoyn'd to intercept our Saviour's ſight ; 


The Storm more fierce, the Winds obſtruct his race, 
And daſh the twiſted foam againſt his Face ; 
Surpriz'd with fear he felt the ſlipp'ry Wave 

Sink underneath, and cry'd = 0 Maſter ſave! 

He. heard, and did his want of Faith upbraid : 

He heard and ſav'd, bur asks him, Why afraid? 
Whence he ſo ſoon cou'd fo forgetful prove, 


And whether he diſtruſts his Pow'r or Love? 


Then to the Ship receiv'd - — 


160 We knew him all, aad all our Lord adore, 


And the next moment ſafely reach'd the ſhore: - 
X Nor long upon the ſounding Beach we walk'd, 
And of the various fears and dangers talk'd 

That dreadful night eſcap'd, &er welcome day 


 X Did oer {weet Hermon's Hill its heams dill play : 


To meet the Sun on a warm ſandy Bed 

Fronting to Eaſt our Nets and Cloaths we fpread; 
Thele quickly dry'd, thence to Capernaum went, 
To whole fair walls his ſteps our Saviour bene : 


170 But cer we reach'd the Town, as back we threw 
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26, 


25. 


Our wandring Eyes the pleaſant Lake to view, 

We ſaw the Weſtern fide thick cover'd o'er 

With Ships and Men, we law the cluſter'd ſhore : 
Grow thinner by degrees, till black no more 

Its Face appear'd, bur a fair proſpe& yields ; 

Here ragged Rocks and Sands, there verdant Feelds ; 
Whilſt the green Sea as facethe crouded ſtrand 

Is blacken'd o'er like ſome well wooded Land: 

So when their way a flight of Locuſts takes 

From Lubims wild and Chelonidian Lakes ; * 180 
While M:zraim's Sons their ſacred Ox implore 

And trembling ſee the Plague wide hov'ring or ; 

So when the Weſt wind clears their reedy Shore, * 

Their Helds do's of their ftraggling Squadrons ſweep, 
Precipitating in the Arabian deep; * 

So looks the Gulph, when they a period find: F 

To their long Yoy'ge, and driven by the Wind 

Almoſt from Shore to Shore, their Bodies ſpread, 

Changing the Sea to black which once was red: 


So lookt the Lake, when from the diſtant /ide 190 


Under a gentle Gale their Oars they ply'd, 

The Wind ver'dround foWeſ#, at once they ſweep 
With equal numerous:ſtrokes the angry deep; 

Art once their ſecret liquid way they al 

And leave alike long cloſing paths behind ; 

Ar once their Veſſels cut the yielding Sand, © 

They at Chorazin or Caperna'm land: 

Where ſoon ſurpriz'd, our Lord again they found, 
For well they knew he cou'd.nor coaſt it round 

By Land thro' fair Bethſaida's bend ing Shore, 200 
Nor Boat, with winged Sail, or Fin like Oar C 

To waft him 852 29 own put off before. 

Solicitous they ask him, when and how 

He thither came ; who with a teddy brow 

Thus anſwers them ſevere, * If I ſhou'd tell 

This would no more than the laſt Miracle - 


Convince your unbelief — Too well I ſee | - 


You rather ſeek the wayd'rous Loaves than me: 
Fond Men! employ not thus your fruitleſs pain | 
The miſcall'd Goods of this falſe World to gain! 210 
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Why ſo much toi and care for per ſhing meat, 
And why no more for. what th' Immortals eat? 
With this I all my faithful Follwers cheer, 
To ſcatter this my Father ſent me here, 
And ſeal's with Miracles; this you'll receive 
If you his words obey, and mine believe. 
| The indecil Croud more Wonders ſtill deſire, 
New Signs from FHeav'n, yet more auguſt and higher : 
Nothing but: Manne pleaſes, that they fain 
220 Wou'd tft, their ftiff-neck'd Fathers did diſdain: 
 ® Pox Angels Food they long, to gratific - 
Their curious, yet their lagy Laxury: 
How gladly he had their Meſſiah been 
T' have ſav'd '*em from their work, tho' not their Sin ! 
For this the Empire of the World to gain 
That they in ſolid floth might ever reign : 
Not ſo our Lord, who Labour recommends, 
And but th* induſtrious, none efteems his Frignds : 
Nor wou'd more Wonders work, leſt if they grow 
230 Too cheap and mean, they ſhou'dno more be ſo: ; 
* Bur tells *em, twas not Moſes did beſtow 
That Mama, which they did from Heav'n receive, 
Nor was ev'n that the beſt that Feavy'n cou'd give: 
Irs choiceſt Fare had Vertues far more high, - 
Vertues which thoſe who taſt can never die. 
That Bread they fain wou'd have, That Bread am I, 
Rejoyns our Lord, tho' not as you defire ; 
I not the Body, but the Mind inſpire 
With Strength Celeſtial, Yigour all Divine, 
240 Todo my Fathers Will, and his is mine: 
 Whomthus I'll guard till Life's ſad Scene be o'er, 
Nor ſhall they ever thirſt or hunger more : 
Who e'r my Father ſends, by the ſure Sign 
X Of a good Faith and Life diſtinguiſh'd mine; 
Theſe with his Great and Holy Spirit eadu'd 
(Man's bad is all his own, Heav'n all his good; ) 
- Theſe I'll receive, none cer repelled ſhall be, 
Who leave the World and Sin and come to me. 
Yes, thoſe who to my ſacred Laws incline, 
250 And keep ſincere, for only thoſe arc mine ; 
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Nor Earths weak: force, nor: Hells infarnal bands . 


Shall ſnatch or wreſt. from my tenacious hands: | 

Them will | guard and keepin ſecret there 

Until the laſt great Day, ' then with me bear 

To judge the World unjuſt and doom to pain, 

Then by my ſide in endleſs Glory reign. 
Theſe new uncommon Truths ſtill more amuſe, 

More harden {till th' already harden'd Jews: 

Him for low Birth and high pretence they ſcorn, 

What —— Was he not a Galilean born. 

In little Nagreth? -Know we not, they cry 

His humble Parents, can he them deny + 

Toſeph the Carpenter — H' has oft worke here; * 

His Mather Mary — his Relations near * 

On either fide — How can it ever be ? 

Did theſe too come from Heaven as well as be? 
Our Saviour thus — if this you not receive 

How will yegyet far ſtranger Truths believe ? 

Murmer no more in vain — Agen, I ſay, 

"Tis 1, I only am to Heav'n the way; 

My Fleſh ſuch Bread, who taſts it never dies : 

My Body an unblemiſh'd Sacrifice 

To my great Fathers pleaſure reſign, 


My Blood effusd ar large, the only Wine 


John 3.13, 


John 6. 6r. 
62. 


Acs 1.9.11, 


John 6. 63. 


Can cheer your Souls; unleſs you theſe obtain 
Your hope of Immortality's in vain. | 

Seems this ſo ſtrange that I from Feav'ncame down 
Stript from may Robes of Light and ſtarry Crown ? 
What Admiration.wou'd poſleſs you then - 

If thro' the Air you ſee me mount agen ? 

If Angels you my Miniſters ſhou'd _ 

A Cloud my Chariot, and my Wings the Wind? 

O hard of heart ! Yet won't you anderſtand 

What I reveal, nor do what command? 
Your groſs, your carnal minds immers'd in Love 
Of this low World, unfic for that above: 
A hidden ſecret Senſe my words imply, 

Thole who believe my words ſhall never die. 

Nor this can their falſe prejudice prevenc 
Murm'ing, the giddy Croud from Jeſus went ; 
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Reprov'd and * 5. leave the Shore 
In foals as thick as they arriv'd before : ' 
Almoſt alone himſelf our Lord did find 
And none beſides his choſen Twelve behind ; + -.. 
Then with a ſh which not from Pride did flow 
But Pity, mildly-asks — Will you too go? _ 
When fervent Cephas thus, who ſcarce cou'd bear. - 
So hard a thought — To whom dear Lord, or where ? 
Thou, endleſs Life on thoſe who thee implore 
4300 Beſtow'lt, and is there any can give more? 
We know thou mult the true Meſrab be, 
Our Hopes, our Souls, are all repos'd-on thee. 
Agen with Sighs he did his forrow ſhow, . 
More you, he ſays, than you your ſelves I know : 
X Your Folly, and your FrailtyI lurvey, | 
Your deepeſt thoughts as light and clear as day: C 
X I know tlie wretch who will his Lord betray 
| One of the Twelve I from the World did chuſe” 
T' obey my Father, thence my Life I loſe : 
639 X Soon will he with baſe Slanders me accuſe, Y 
"1 . Soon will the Fiend himſelf, a dreadful Gueſt 
Seize for his own his avaritious breaſt. 
We all with juſt concerns and horror hear, 
Each gy'd the next, but for himſelf did fear: 


*X Why ſhould [ ſtrive ro mention what if ehojight | 


I ſcarce could track, each mighty Wonder wrought, 
While in Caperna'ms fruitful Coaſts he ftay'd ? 
What crowds of Fiends his dread Commands obey'd\. 
What crowds of Men by Phyſicks feebler aid _ 

| $20 Left deſp rate, by their ſelves and Friends giv'n o'er, 

His healing zoxch or pow'rful Word reſtore ? 

With theſe, as oft as he occaſion law,. 
His perfe&t Dofrine mix'd: and ſacred Law : 


Sometimes unvei['d relates, and ſometimes tells-\, -\ 


In moving Schemes and lively Parables : 
Now does {ome antient Prophefie: explain, 
And blames the hardneſs of their hearts in vain: / 


Then a falſe gloſs from ſome true Text remove,” * - - 


And teach the People what to hate and-love. 
d 330 All muſt not paſs untold and ſome exprels'd; 
Yh X 


79, 71: 
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* John 4.36. 


You'll caſter form a Notion of the reſt. _ 

As chanc'd, (with us *twas Chance, with him 
Where at the Feaſt he Water chang'd to Wine, 
Returning from the Paſch a while he ſtay'd,: 
Nor there we long our Reſidence had made 
Er thither poſting from Capern'um came 
A rich and pow'rful Lord, Chuza his Name ; * 
Herod's high Steward he, and did beſide 
Ofer all the upper Galilee preſide, 

Who when Youth ſpurr'd to pleaſure and exceſs 
Himſelf did of th' Herodian Sef+ profels : * 
Worle ev'n than Sadducees, tho' near the ſame; 
Virtue they only thought an empty Name ; 

All Good and Bad deſigning Statelmens Rules, 


, 


Defien) 


And Heay'n and Hell but Tales to frighten fools 


What wonder then, if madly they employ 
Their thoughtleſs hours in lewd voluptuous Joy ? 
If each ſome new delight each day contrives 
And to their Genius ſacrifice their Lives ? 
Among the reſt too long young Chuza ſtaid 
In the luxurious Court, too long betray'd 

By Yes wiles, and Pleaſures | Jurys Charms, 


Who claſpt him cloſe in their ſoft treach rous Arms. | 


Till riper years the dang rotis Cheat reveal 'd, 


And Judgment ſhew'd what Paſſion had conceal'd : 
To Buſmeſs now, cer *twas too late, grown wile, 


Once his Averfion, he himſelf applies 

One ſecret Cauſe which with ſucceſs did move 
To ſuch a happy Change was virtuous Love : 
The bright Joanna ſhe that caus'd his Flame, 
Who ev'n in ſuch a Court preſery'd her Fame: 
Almoſt her looks with Yirtue them inſpir'd 
Her Mind and Lovely Form alike admir'd: 


Of a juſt ſtature and Majeſtic meen, 


With ſweetneſs, in the great, but rarely ſeen: 
She like an Angel look'd, and livd, and ſung; 
Virtue that fill'd her Breaſt inſpir'd her Tongue : 
Her oft with tranſport had young Chuza cy'd, 
Well-born and Fair, without one ſþark of pride: 
He ſaw and lov'd, and won her for his Bride; 


; 
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Wich wiſe m_—_ then, whole pious care . 


Had form'd her tender Mind, did ſoon prepare 
His Treaſures from the dang rous Conrt to bear : 
So her defire ; and ſought a bleſt retreat 
Art his Hereditary Country Seat, | 
Near fair Capern'ums Walls ; nor long they went, 
E'er Heav'n a joyful Heir to Chuza ſent; 
Who now beneath a Feavers mortal rage, 
One [Luſtre hardly paſt of his ſhort Age, 
z80 Lay ſtruggling, all ſad ſigns of death appear 
- -  T his frighted Parents, both half dead with fear ; 
Whilft his ſad Mother weeping o'er him ſtood, 
With quick uneven ftroaks the poiſon'd blood 
Did thro' his throbbing Veins ſmall Flood-gates roll, 
And beat a march to the departing Soul : TT 
Black his chapt Tongue, earthy his Breath and ſhort, 
Unnatural motions his quick Eyes diſtort ; 
Little Convulſions in each part appear, 
He catches ſwift at every Objett near. 
390 When Art was posd, and him they yielded loſt, 
They heard that thro' the Galilean Coaſt 
X Our Lord was ſcen returning, who they knew 
By his Almighty Word cou'd all things do : 
Away the Father poſts, more {wift than death, 
For Cana, or for lofty Nazareth ; 
And vow'd, if he his Son reſtor'd receive, 
He'd the next hour with all his Houſe believe. 
X When near ſmall Jephthael's treams our Lord he found, 
Quitting his Chariot, proſtrate on the Grownd . 
400 He lowly adores, and begs, if not too late, 
T' reverſe his only Son's untimely Fate. 
X Our Lord who knew, tho' far remov'd, his Yow, 
Who beſt knows when to help, and where, and how, 
Reſolv'd his Patience and his Faith to try, | 
He'd his Requeſt nor. grant, nor yet deny : 
But turning to the Crowd his radiant Face 
His Followers. thus accoſts — O harden'd Race! 
How far ſhall Infidelity proceed ? 
How long will you theſe /igns and Wonders need ? 
410 How long ſhall ſtubborn Sen/e 'gainſt Faith rebel ? 
| | RX 2 Why 
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Why will you not be ſav'd without a Miracle ? 
Th' impatient Father cou'd no longer ſtay 


© But interrupts — *© The Caſe bears no delay : 


Tho' to the Town we back like Jeha drive 

We hardly now ſhall find the Child alive: 

To whom our Saviour this kind &nſwer gives, 

Diſturb thy ſelf and me no more — He lives ! 

With Faith and Joy his Chariot he aſcends 

And back his courſe to rich Capern'um bends, 

The ofjcious Servants meet him at the Gate 420 
With the glad News — Tho” their glad News too late : 

What he well knew, they all in Tranſport tell 

His Son was on the ſudden ſtrangely well ; 

He, whom giv'n o'er as loſt, they lately mourn'd, 

His health, nay c'en his ſtrength agen return'd : 

Careful he asks, exact, the time, the hour 

When firſt they did obſerve the Feavers power 

Abated — "They the eafie Queſtion ſoon 

Reſolve, 'rwas when the Sun was palt his Noon, 

The Day before, — *T'was then, he Raviſh'd, cries, 430 
Lifting to Heav'n his grateful Hands and Eyes, 

Preciſely then the mighty Prophets Word 

Declar'd my Son was from the Grave reſtor'd! 

Beauteous Joanna heard with Tears of Foy, 

And in her hand ſhe led the ſmiling Boy ; 

Him /afe and well to his pleas'd Father ſhows, 

About his Neck his little Arms he throws, 

And welcom'd home, with pretty folly ſaid 

— What Cer thE& Servants told, he was not dead! 

Lab'ring with Thanks the noble Chuza now 440 
T' his Family declares his ſacred Yow: | 
All freely grant he cou'd perform no leſs, 

And Jeſus the Meſa all confeſs ! 

Nor long er thither with our Lord we went, 

Whoſe Fame did his Arrival ſtill prevent. 

The news of his approach was foon aloud 
Proclaim'd, the doors, the ſtreets, the roads they crow] 


With half dead Patients, by his Touch reftor'd 


Or Look, or Word, they kneel'd and him ador'd; 
A brave Centurion there among the reſt 


| 460 
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By Proxy humbly his deſire expreſt ; 
Whoſe Word, the Roman Garriſon that lay 
X To bridle hot Capern'um's Youth, obey ; 


The Cauſe, a Servant he from Rome had brought, 


Whom juſtly dear for his deſerts he thought, 
Whom many a painful day he faithful found, 
And many a night ſpent on the frozen Ground: 
Full Thirty hard Campaigns he had endur'd, 
To Southern Heats, and Pontick Snows inur'd : 
But when his Fifti'th Winter now did wear, 


His Age feels what his Youth with eaſe cou'd bear : 


Afflictive Cramps his: ſtubborn Sinews bend, 
Which ſtronger in a deadly Palſey end : 
Helplels he more than half a carcaſs lay ; 

A lump of cold diſanimated Clay. - 

All his right-fide, his left but little leſs, 

And only his ſtrong Yitals Life confels : 
Vaſt Sums in vain for his recovery ſpent, 
What Nature cou'd produce or Art invent 

His Maſter try'd, firſt to the Baths he ſent, 
X Near where Calirrhoe's Sov raign Waters fall 
By Laſha's Brook, and ſtrong Macherus's Wall : 
When thele no alteration on him make, 

Him next the King's Phyſicians undertake ; 


- But they too find their boaſted Art's in vain: 


480 


A tedious courſe preſcribe his health to gain, C 


No humane help did now untry'd remain, 
His generous Maſter did his Fate deplore, 
And kindly /:2h'd that he cou'd do no inore: 


A Servant whom ſuch Faith and Love commend 


He juſtly thought a leſs familiar Friend 
« Yaliant and true, he him had often tryd, 
<« No danger ever made him leave his {ide 
<« Nor gold cou'd tempt his Secrets to betray, 


; © Nor knew he his own Worth too well t obey : 


490 


When now all humane Remedies were vain 

He ſeeks Divine, for only thoſe remain : 

®F « With il-direfted Pray'rs devoutly made, 
To his own Z#/culapins flies for 4id; 

® Vows he'd a Cock and greater Preſents give 
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2 Kings 18, 


27. 


| Not Mars himſelf ſhon'd ſtay — Long fince his Mind, 
| Tho' weak, had becn to Truths bleſt Laws inclin'd: 


4. 5 


T' enrich his Fane, if his lov'd Servait live : 
But the.-poor Marble 1dol was not near, ; 
Or elſe too buſie, or too-dull to hear ; 

His Yow's in vain, his Servant deſp'rate grew ; 
When ſome who of our Lord's Arrival knew 
Came panting in, the welcome News to bear, 
Perſuading him to ſeck for Succor there :- 

He roſe and wow'd, if him our Lord would hear 
He all his helpleſs Gods wou'd ſtrait caſhier : 


500” 


He lov'd our Nation, their Devotion prais'd, 

And a fair Syagogue his noble Bounty raif'd : 
Thus fix'd, his Servant, he'd have fain convey'd 
Abroad, and at the Feet of Jeſus laid, 

But *twas too late, he's gaſping thick for Breath, 
And ſtruggling in the agonies of Death : 

Yer durſt he not himſelf to Jeſus go, 

His Thoughts were of himſelf too mean and low ; 
But ah! he righly did not Jeſus know : 

None for their Merits Cer did with him ſtay, 
None for Humility he turns away : 

Jairus for him, and other Friends implore 
That he his much lov'd Servant wou'd reſtore : 

He yields, and kindly to the Fouſe repair'd, 

Of whoſe approach when the Centurion heard, 
No, *tis too much he cries. It muſt not be! 

Too much to go one ſingle ſtep for me. 

Tho' he cen a loft Gentile not diſdain, 

Unworthy him thoſe Falls to entertain! . 

All I deſire he'd do, which well he may, 

Since Hand-maid Nature muſt her Lord obey, 

(As me my Soldiers under Diſcipline, 
Obſervant of each beck and lecret ſign, 

Nay hardly dare in Thought my Will controul ;) 
Is, that be'd ſpeak the Word and make him whole. 
Pleas'd with his noble Faith our Lord looks round, 
The like in his own 1ſrael never found, - , 
Aloud profeſing, nor were they alone 
Defign'd Aſſeſſors on th'  Amighty Throne : 
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Who fear and ferve him with: a perfe& mind - © 
In every Nation ſhou'd acceptance find; © 
And while bt Iſrael's Sons expect in vain, 

In blſ# with all che holy Patriarchs reign,» © - 

But Faith like this what is there can withſtand? 

"Twill cen Onnipotence it felf command : 

Bid the brave Man return, his'grant is ſeaF'd, 

And e'en this moment his lov'd Servant heal'd : 

— He ſaid, "cis done, he eafe and ftrength receives; 

$49 His Maſter, be, and all the Houfe believes. 

In vain I all luis Wonders wou'd relate, _ | 
How many reſcu'd from the brink of. Fate: © BEE 
How with a Touch he Simon's Mother raid + ' Luke 4.39: 
How him the joyful Parahtic prais'd : — 20 
How, Jairus! thy Daugtcer he reſtor'd; fed 
'Tho' dead ſhe heard, tho' dead obey d lis Word: 
What Virtues cent his facred Robes diffus'd by 9 2.2111 Matt.g. 20. 
How by th! ungrateful Nazarites abug'd © 9544 © Luke 4:29: 

' $50; Nor ever fince his Preſence bleſt 'em there. : © - a | 

' the Woman-eell © Joh.4. 5,06 


What wond'rons Fruths he tht 
In curſt Samaria's Fields by Jacob's Well * - © 
How many long of their dear | fight bereay'd, | 
Earthly and Heav'nly Light at once receiv'd :- Fs 
This alb Beth/aida's wond'ring Confines know, - 2 
And this thy Gates, delightful Jericho: © * | | 
Een yet old Bartimens lives, who there 
Did many a doleful year in darkneſs wear ; 4% 
To which yet. ſtill a beavier plague was joyti'd, 
_ - 566 He's miſerably poor, cen worſe | ue blind: * 
| X His Head with reverend wor re 


Expos'd to all th' Inclemencies o'th' Air, 
To heat and cold —< Methinks I fee him there! 
Or in the Gate I ſee him begging lie, 
X Or at the lovely Balſom-Gardens nigh : C 
Once as it chanc'd our Maſter paſling by 
Vaſt multitudes attending, he admur'd 
The Cauſe, and carneft what it'meant enquir'd, 
For he their noiſe and trampling feet cou'd bear, 
530 And well he knew ſome mighty Concourſe near : 
Nor 
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Ibid. 50. 


$2. 


Mat. 21.19. 


John &. per 


tot, 


Sl, 


Nor ſooner to the Blind was Jeſus nam'd * 
Buc he with Faith and holy Hope enflam'd, 
(For oft he heard what Mfracles he'd done) 
Exclaims— O mercy ! mercy! David's Son ! 
Some bid be ſtill! ſome cry to take him thence, 
Nor let him with his loud Impertinence 
Diſturb our Lord, nor will he yet give oer, 

But cries more loud and earneſ# than before, 
Great Son of David ! let me mercy find! _ 

O ſhew thy wonted pity on the Blind! 586 
— None eer deny'd or ſad from Jeſus part, 
His earneſt Pray'rs ſoon reach'd his ears and heart, 
And till he's call'd he would no further go; 
Soon did th* old man the joyful Tidings know * 
From thoſe about him, ſoon he cheerful roſe, 


Away his Staff and ragged Garment throws ; 


His Garment leſt it might impeach his ſpeed, 

His Staff, which he ſhould now no longer need: 

Away he runs, nor for a guide wou'd ſtay, 

Foilowing the Yoice, oft ſtumbling in the way, 59 


Of whom when near arriy'd, our Lord inquir'd 


What Boon with ſuch loud outcries he defir'd? 

Lord! thou canſt dot, he with large Tears replies, 

And thou alone, reſtore me my dear eyes ! 

— Tis thy victorious Faith directs thee right, 

Well pleas'd our Lord rejoyns, — Receive thy ſ1ght ! 

"Tis ſaid, 'tis done, a thick and churliſh skin * 

Which ſtopt the windows of his Soul within, 

Flew off, nor did he ought that's painful find, 

Like Cobwebs looſe, unraveFd with the Wind, 600 

He ſaw, his Saviour with loud Thanks did meer, 

Embrac'd his knees, and proſtrate kiſs'd his feet. 
Nor need I, Fathers ! waſt the day to tell 

"Thoſe Wonders all the City know fo well : 

The blaſted Fig-tree, which you yet may lee 

Without the Walls, i'th* way to Bethany, 

Him who at Silom's ſtreams receiv'd his ſit, 

Nor ever ſaw, till then, the cheerful light ; * 

Where, after their exacteſt /crutiny, | 

No fraud the angry Sanhedrim cou'd ſee. 610 
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' 640 Almoſt fix weeks of ears expecting Ad: 


650 The Rich crowd in, and _ a Gadd Cure; 


_ 
+ 0% oo © ens 


Him who lo | ong at. faird Bethſeds la lays ou! ne 03'3 '© | Jobs "4 
Beyond the Angels Gore, ſent! heal'd away: [1 21d 
By *ur Saviour's pow 'rful: Word, whom! bd Aall.1 I 6; 


For thar good wark the: Jews attempt to kills. :\ i511 Drgt2li:/ L 


Too well, ſays Joſeph; I'their' Envy: know,; | | -: 
Ar him whom beight- of Virtue makes their Foe : 


Much I rememb'ring learnt from what'he i RET 


Witneſs of many a mighty Aion wrou 
- Bur few have /capd me: here ; my fe Law 


| ro Wich what juſt: anger and. majeſtick awe . 


He did his Father's Houſe the Temple cleanſe, 
And chas'd the Saerilegious Merchants thenoe.” 
I ſaw too, when our captions Elders: brought Fen! > ne 14, 
Th' Adultreſs inthe: very, Adtion.caught ; 497 16, 16. 


*X Whence therin:he: /elf-condemnn'd and bluſhing ent 1 John 3-4 


And clear'd the fair convidted Penitent. 

But of this Miracle Lonly. knew; '. :..., | 

By Fame, and glad ok leara the Truth ficen jw | 
X *T was at the famous Pool, welt known: tO al {| Fobing'® 

Where eyery-'injur'd Senſe a ive may a! v'Co.) 

The Deaf, the Blaſted;: Palſy'd,' Lame jo) Blind "TEE 


X Here, ſays the Apoſtle, ar- the Sun's firſt riſe, ' 


While they preſent the Morning-Sacrifice, 

* You know from Heay'n ſome courteous Angel brings 
Unfailing Cures beneath his bealing Wings 

To ſuch as to the Water: firſt deſcend, Ie 

You know too him who did fo:long attend;. . - 
Who Blafed in his tender. Youth, hac ftay'd * 


| In vain expecting, weak:and' Bed-rid laid, 
Whence others, readier, ſtill. Bepr in before, 
Till diſappointed oft, he bop'c d no more; 

His only Comfort now was in Deſpair, 

With ſpeed to end his Life and Torments there ; 
Our Saviour ſaw, and asks, his Faith to try, 

If for his pain he wiſh'd a remedy? 

Yes, Death, ſaid he, with unconcern'd- neglect, 
Nor any other eaſe "mult I'e 


Tho! | 
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7. Tho' cen ant Angel will nor help the poor : 
But that will I, our Saviour, kind, replies, 

8. And bids him in his Fathers Name Ariſe ! 
Ariſe and Walk,*and thence his Couch convey ! 
His blaſted Limbs their Makers Word obey ; 

9+ Vigorous and ftrong he in a moment grows, | 
His Blood thro' its forgotten Channels flows z 
All oer himſelf he views, but docs ſo flrange 
T' himſelf appear, he ſcarce believes the change. | 

Such As, ſuch Crimes as theſe, if Crimes they be 660 
Have made our Sanbedrim his Enemy : 
id, True, on the Sabbath he this Wonder wrought, 

| And has againlt their vain Traditions taught, _ 

' But ſure thoſe Works for which himi Heav'n did fend 
To this bad World, can never Heay'n offend. 
All Holy Works of Charity conlfeſt, 

Nor does from them cen his great Father reft ; 
Nor does he old Traditions blame but where 

Matt. 23.2, With Laws divine they claſh or interfere ! 

3 For never Man ſo meek, 1o good, fo kind; 670 
All Love himſelf, all Love b' his Laws enjoyn'd : 
Compaſſion, Alms, Forgiveneſs oft he preſt, 
And a good Life, true Faith's unfailing Teſt, * 
Theſe the fair Terms.on which he Pardon gave, 
« He came his People from their ſans to fave. 
This did he oft his crowding Audience tell, 
Now plain, now in ſome lively Parable, 
As ancient Seers usd .. And, bur I fear F 
Already I've too long detain'd you here, | 
Some of the Chief, I, Fathers! wou'd recite, | 680 
_— oy profit and delight : 
Almoſt they're angry at ſo ſhort a ſtay; 
All, all, they ask, impatient of delay. 
Th Apoſtle chus — Then gladly V1! relate. 
The Prodigals Return, the Miſers Fate : 
The Lord who with. his Servant did contend, 
His Cruelty, and juſt tho' dreadful end; © 
The Widow, andthe Judge did God nor Man 
Regard, the Phariſee and Publican : + 
To prove we-ought repeated Pray'rs to make 


CT —— — — 
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At Gods high Throne, and no denyal take Luke 18. 7. 
This Parable did our lov'd Lord declare, 
— A Fudge there was, no matter when or where : Zo 


X Neither on Honour he or Conſcience ſtood, 
Grown fat with Bribes, and Orphans Tears, and Blood : 
A Widow near him h* had long ſince bereft 
Of her lov'd Lord, and poor and friendleſs left : 
Whom a vexatious Neighbour us'd to wrong, 
No help ſhe had beſides her Tears and Tongue ; 

700 No Oily Advocate her Gold cou'd bribe 
To eſpoulc her Cauſe, no fubtle ſmooth-Tongy'd Scribe: 
What ſhou'd ſhe do, worſe miſchief to prevenc 2 
Een to the wicked Judze himſelf ſhe went; 
And with loud Outcries cloſe befieg'd his door, 
With long Petitions begs he'd help the poor ! 
There did ſhe everlaſting Centry keep, 
Nor wou'd in quiet let him: eat or ſleep : 
In vain's the threat'n'd Laſh, as much in vain 
His Servants drag her thence, ſhe comes again : 

710 If in his Robes he to the Beich repair, 
Or pays a Viſit, or but takes the Air : 
*T'is {fill che ſame, ſhe haunts him ev'ry where. 
Attends him like his ſhade, go where he will, 
And worries him with Juſtice, Juſtice (till! 
He grieves, he rages, fumes and ſwears in vain, 
Sweats, ftamps, and rails, ſhe ſtill comes on again: 

| Whar'sto be done, when he by chance got breath ! 
\ , Wasever Judge before thus talk'd to death, 


T' himſelf he cries — Altho' I neither care 4. 
220 For Man, nor God himlelf, much leſs for her, 
Her for my own ſake I muſt right, or ſhe, 5- 


As many 1 have done, will murder me : 
Good Woman ſay — What is't that you require? 
She ask'd, he gave her all her hearts deſire ; 
Puniſh'd her Foe, and then, and not before 
She rais'd her Siege and left his Lordſhips door. 
The Moral eafte is, and plain in view ; 
If Importunity ſo much can do 
E'en with the worſt of men, if that can ſway 
730 The Great, and all but Gold it ſelf outweigh ; 
nn d jt 
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The Fifth Book of 


Rev. 6:9. 


Rom. 12: 
19. 


Matt. 18. 
24. 


If here ſo ſtrong, it will no leſs avail 
In Heav'ns high- Court, not there of anſwer fail : 


Nor that th' Almighty Judge above can cer 


As thoſe below be tyr d with mortal Prayr ; 
But tho' he's always prone and free to give, 
Man is not fit the' Bleſſing to receive 

Till his anweary'd Faith to Heav'n aſpire, 
And help with ardent humble Yows delire. 


7. Then will he aid, for he can aid alone 


Thoſe injur'd Souls who under th' Altar groan ; 
Juſtice aloud their guiltleſs Blood demands ; £1 
Cloſe by th' All-bigh full charg'd his Thunder ſtands $ 
« Vengeance has leaden Feet, but iron Hands. 
Vengeance is Gods, his Wiſdom us ſecures 
It cannot but be juſt ; be Mercy yours! 
If you'd of Heav'n no ſuch requital have 
As that bad Servant whom his Lord forgave. 
We beg to hear 'r, which thus he did relate, 

A Lord of mighty Wealth, and vaſt Eſtate 
Ten thouſand Talents to his Servant lent, * 
Which either he in Luxury miſpent, 
Or loſt by negligeace— As on a day 
His Lord by chance did his Accounts ſurvey 
And found he neither Intereſt wou'd pay, 
Nor Principal, he ſtrait the whole demands, 
Nor longer will he truſt ic in his Hands ; 
Speechleſs and pale th' inſolvent Servant ſtands ; 
Trembling with Guilt and Fear ; his Lord diſpleas'd 
Gives order, he and all his Houſe be ſeiz'd : 
Low at his Feet the miſerable fell 
And a ſhort reſpite begs — His all he'd (ell 
All his Eſtate, and his Friends bounty try, 
Rather than in abhorr'd confinement die : 
Nor his Petition unſucceſsful prov'd 
His Words, and Tears his gen'rous Maſter mov'd 
Nor woud he {cize his Houſe, nor him enſlave, 


7+ Bur frankly all the mighty Sum forgave : 


Fhence went th' ungrate, his Fellow.Jervant met, 
A hundred Pence was all his trifling Deb: : 


28, Jet graſps him by the Throat, with furious Hands, 


And 
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280 


790 


And every mite immediately demands : 
Trembling and pale he at his Feet did fall, 
Begs bur a liccle Time he'd pay him all. 

Ev'n that deny'd he's into th' Dungeon thrown : 
Whoſe Fate when to his Fellow-ſervants known, 


Themſelves concern'd leſt they his Fate ſhou'd ſhare, 


They to their Lord th' unpleaſmg Tidings bear, 
For him, enrag'd, he the next moment ſear, 

And thus, arriv'd, did his juſt anger vent. 

— O wotſt of Wickeds! cruel and ungrate ! 

Did I forgive ſo vaſt a Sum lo late 

And is't ſo ſoon forgot ? ſuch pity ſhewn 

To thee Diſtreſs'd, haſt thou'for others none ? 
Guards! without Pity drag him hence, and bear, 
Repriev'd no more, to th' Executioner. 

Slavry's too little now ; him ſcourge and bind 


That owns ſo much aworſe than ſervile Mind: 


So juſtly will my heavenly Father do, 
So will ſeverely be reveng'd on you, 
Unleſs you, as becomes my Foll'wers, live ; 
And from the heart your Brother you forgive, 


Why can you not this Worlds vain Goods contemn ? 


Why are they Lords of you while you of them? 
On thole it all your happineſs depend 


' You mult expect the cheated Miſers end . 


Who ſcarce himſelf his countleſs Treaſures knew, 
Scarce ever all his own Demeans did view ; 


. Onev'ty fide cou'd loſe his wilder'd Eye ; 


$00 


$10 


Scarce o'er one half a panting Kite cou'd fly, 
But ſhort of midway reſt. © — | 

His Bags, his Cheſts fo full, they both ran o'er, 

His Barns lo full, long ſince they'd hold no more, 
High cloſe-pil'd Stacks, beſides his Granaries 

In ev'ry corner of his Yard he ſees. 

Let the poor curſe | he hopes 'rwill be more dear, 
Nor will one handful ſell till the next year : 

Prels'd with thick clay, and ſunk in worldly care, 
He none for his neglefed Soul can ſpare : 

Or fondly thinks, he that mighc always pleaſe 
With ſordid Wealth, or dull voluptuous Eaſe: 


For 


29, 


29. 


34. 


35+ 


Luke 12, 


166 


The Fifth Book of 


13, 


Ig, 


20, 


Heb. 3. 13. 


Luke 19.10, 


Luke 18S. 


109. 


II, 


For this conſiders deep what courſe to take, 
Reſolves. new Houſes and new Barns to make : 


$820 
820 


Pull down, ſays he, thoſe Hovels rais'd before ; 
Here's not half-room for my increaſing ſtore, 
And add me twenty Bays of building more! 

Let's treat the moments kindly while they ſtay! 

Fll ev'n enjoy my ſelf, and live to day : 

Sure I've enough, nor need a Famine fear, 

Enough for many a long voluptuous year ! 

— He ſaid, when the ſame hour his Fate is feal'd, 

Which in loud Thunder thus the All-high reveal'd: 

Ah fool, who fondly doſft thy ſelf deceive! 

Nor one day more is thine loſt wretch! to live! 

Another cheerful Sun thou ne'r ſhalt ſee, 

This very Night the Fiends ſhall ſeize on thee : : 

Then whoſe ſhall all thy boaſted Treaſures be ? 

Hence for your Souls be ſtudious whillt you may ; 

Intend their ſafety while tis cal'd to Day ! 

They'll ask your utmoſt diligence and care 

To root out Yice, and plant each Yirtne there : 

And all this done, to ſave the Heav'n-born Soul 

An bumble modeſty muſt crown the whole : 

Pride's the molt dang rous, and the laſt miſtake, 

Of Saints as well as Angels, Fiends twill make: 

The beſt you do needs an attoning Friend ; 

Deſpiſe not others, nor your ſelves commend, 

To fix his Truth more deeply, yet atrend 

And hear a Parable ! . Two Mea there were 

Who to the Temple went one morn to Pray r, 

A Phariſee and Publican ; the firſt 849 
Who r'other ſcorn'd, the proudeſt and the worſt : 

What doſt thou here, he cries, thy Pray'r's in vain: 

Touch not my holy Robes--Stand off profane ; 

With ſtately ſteps then to the Altar goes, 

And thus, ere, tells Zeav'n how much it ows: 

—O Jſraels God.! aloud I praiſe thy Name 

For ſuch a Life as Envy cannot blame : 
That there ſhou'd:ſuch a Gulph, ſuch Diff rence be 
Betwixt th' ungodly carnal World and me : 
That no man cer I've wrong'd by Force or Guile, 


850 
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Ot ever did m y Neighbor's Bed defile : 11 Tao 5 | 

Unblameable my Life by God or Man ; | virw 

Not like that reprobated Publican! 39-20: qii2 1; 

Each week I ſet apart two days as thine; d 2 91 5.144 BBs 

* Which almoſt equal makes thy Time and mine. 

Nor am of thoſe whoſe wicked boaſt 'twou' ds 

Of rightful Tithes to wro ng thy Preefts and hes ; 

If ought from thence wan, gain, wer rexel q 2411 it 

Than all their lefs belov'd y Jo before 3. 

$60 Not the leaft Zerb which in my Gariden: grows; - 

Not the leaſt Gain which from my Labor ras 

Nought Tithe-freextiade by Guftora:or Defy I Tk 

Ecerl [age ever touch the other Nine | 

I ſeparate the ſacred Tenth as thine... YJ- 
Thus he, with Foice articulate and clear, >: + 


Then round him looks.in hopes that ome didibiant. _ : : 
While thus i'ch* outer Court the Publitan |» \ he: * I3. 


With Yoice and Eyes ſubmiſs to Heay'n began, t 

| O ſearcher of all Hearts: who know ft mc beſt 

8-0 I'm an unworthy Sintiex,]: tis confeſtc | Ba Q.3 BA 
Father of mercy ! Mercy 1 implore... "S114 1 
For Sins are paſt; and'Grace to Sinno more! .' ':*;; + 
This humble elf- condeoming Penitett + +. 1 bt 

Anſwer'd and pardon'd-frbm.che': Temple wen: Ri \ - 

'Fhe Phariſee returens.4s he:came in, ::; 07; 


Or more confirm'd in#aity and Sin... + _ oh b. 
Theſe he, and many mare 3 bunimoſt - all. ole: 5 f 
Thar of the poor reteriing Prodigul |, + 1217s 2ph't 11 
Deep 6x L Rl TEL ch pos GH 4 7 onl 2 yOu! « : wo, 
880 And were not Day'well wifted—Waft 1 ao mort; '; 
Gamaliel ſays, more earneft than beloce! © © ur) | my 
To hear the reft, vehile : Nicedetme cries i] - -81\ 
; Thoſe only waſt the Day who loffin ice UN 231133 SILES) 
The ſiding Fours protulely miſeni Wt elit 5 \ O.1.558 
In ſhort-liv'd pleaſures. and voluptionc: 09: 42d digi 4 4” 
Who while the ſliding; Hours fly: Gorife amay | 300A 
Fondly themſelves begwilt,,and nocahe; Day: ict nail. - 4 
Bur who like us theix hayfy mornitite paſt; :. -1 "C5 
'Tis they, they oat-of Lyfe have alariietaftlit> bas !: "di. 
$90 —_ vſe their Tack, veluch others only:waſftycid it of, 
But 


UMI 
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b = Bur pray j proceed, choſe Parables recite | 
|: Which mix Iſtrufion with fo much Delight, | 
Slip not orie-word or paſſage carclels. o'er, 
4 Believe we.long to bear it all and more.” 
Then thus the younger Sowof Zebedee : 
Since yet EGind 1 That nor tedious'be. . 
At large Fll every Circumſtance relate, 
R In the young Prodigal's ſtrange bappy Fate : - 
Luke r5.11, A good old Sire there was, whom Age and-Cares 
| Had bleſt with Wealth-and'crown'd with filver Hairs : 
E- Two Sons he: had, his ages Prop and Pride, 
E:» Who at ix Death muſt all his Wealth divide: 
The Elder grave and © careful of the main, 
+ Enurd to ggrn his Bread with ſweat and pain; 
Not ſo the younger, whom profuſe and vain * 
His carefal\Father long with anxious mind 
: To Lewdneſs andill Caurſes found-inclin'd:- 
He hated Work; but:if:a Wake-or Fair: 
In many Mile, h&dnever fail bing there : 
Above his -buſmeſs he, too-great and. wife; 
Did long the ſordid dan. Dirt deſpiſe: | 
What car'd he'tho' th Ol man”did chide and fone, 
So he. for a few Days but ſaw the Town? ' © 
Ofc he flew put, and prodigally Jpenc:c 
AT. His own allowance and f his Fathers Rent; | 
_ In vain he, prudent, every Method tries, 
» To make hits quif.cach darling dang'rous /ice 
$ Ofc begs with delug'd Cheeks and flowing Eyes, 
=. ' He wou'd from what muſt prove-his ruin, part; 
E- What wou'd he: Lain to Gredk a Fathers beart ? 
his Ears: '\ 
Againſt his Words, orfuaghs at what he bears: > 
And thus ungracioas\ anſwers =-IH he fears 
Y.. To ſee his ruine, give;himi bur his fhare © 
_He'd ſtrait be gone neodunger Eauſe his care, | 
With Hopes he Noah ivtime grow wiſe agen, | 
If crav'ling far be-Mariers faw and Men, | 
"The Rake | porqqarilecs wifhy his Portion gives 
Lib'ral and = which he: o'erjuj'd receives ; 
To this his Mygber/adds (her darling, He,) Y 
WM) Gold 


Inexorably lewd he 
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Gold, which before the Sun did never lee, 
g80 Bur ruſting cloſe remain'd for many Nears; 


With theſe both give their Bleſſings and their Tees J 


Tho' neither did he, Graceleſs, much regard, 


But thought th' old Folks, that trouble might have ſpar'd: 


But to ſome foreign Region ſpeeds away : 
Thither arriv'd, rich, young, profane and gay, -. 
Reſolves to taſte what cer the World can give, | 
And to the height of lawleſs Pleaſure live: _ 
| In Masks and Balls, . in. Gaming, Treats and Plays, 
9go In Mirth and Wine, he ſpent his thoughtleſs Days ; 
Wit, Beauty, Muſick, all the World can boaſt, . 
Their Forces joyn, and they. 're a pow'rful Hoſt, 
To Charm him theirs... How did he now deſpile 
His old, his doating Father's grave advice ! 
His Brother, who ſtill drudg'd for ſordid Pelf ! 
And how applaud his wiſe and happy ſelf ! 
Thus liv'd he till his Bags, exhaufHleſs thought 
Ar firſt, to their low de/p'rate Ebb were brought : 


To bid 'em both Farewel, he ſcarce cou'd ſtay, 


And worſe, when thence the laſt flow. Drop þ had drain'd, 


| poo Ofcr all thoſe Realms a dreadful Famine.reign'd:; 
His Trencher-Friends now no Relief afford, | 
But drive him from their Houſes and their Board: . 
One only who more Kindneſs had profeſs'd, * ' 
And whom h' had more oblig'd than all the reſt, 
Him entertaias, firft by himſelf did. ſeat, 

Soon after bids him with his Servants eat ; 

Till by degrees he lower did proceed, 


And ſends him to the Fields his Swine to feed : * 
With them he lives; like chem, 'or worſe he fares, 


1010 For his allowance naxr wer far than theirs : 
On Acorns they, or Wildings richly. dine, * 
He ſighing fits, and envies e'en the Swine ; 


Tho' Hunger gnaws,- he wilely did refuſe 


To ſteal from them, left. he his Place ſhou'd loſe: - 


In this ſad Poſture when himſelf he found, 

Cold, naked, hungry, taining on che Grownd; «© 

Pleaſures falſe mifts rom! his deluded Eyes ' - - 

Remov'd, he views himfelf, and inward — Sigbs ; 
Z 
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19; 18, I9, 


Recals to mind how vaſt the Gulf, between 
What now he was, arid what he once bad been: 1010 
How oft his Father's Plenty he deſpis'd; 

Whea to hift Laſt his Wealth he ſacrifit'd : 

Then thus, -his long deſpaiting Silence broke, mn 

With trickling Tears, and deep-fetch'd Sighs, he ſpoke : 

— AhWretch ! who didft thy Father's Houſe deſpile ! 

Ah, hapleſs Youth ! unwary and unwiſe! * 

Whilſt here for Want, I periſh in deſpair, 

And only think of Plenty reigning there : 

Nor dare I from his Table ought defire ; 

That Bread which thoſe partake, who ſerve for hire 1030 
My utmoſt Wiſh, and thither gladly, I 


Wou'd now return tho' at his Feet to die ; 


- Arleaſt if mine have ſtrength enough, Þll try 


Bid. 


21. 


To bear me on— With much of Pain he roſe, 
Andy ſhort Journies, homeward feebly goes ; 
Of his unhop'd return his Father hears, 

Up ſtarts the rev'rend Sire wich joytul Tears ; 


- Anddo' faroff in haſte to meet him go, 


Love wings his Feet, his Age no longer ſlow : 

See how they meet ! How tenderly embrace ! 1040 

What different Paſions reign in either's Face ! | | 

Here, with Compaſſion mixt, is painted fair, 

Ingenuous Love, Ingenuous Shame dwells there. 

Surpriz;d he ſhou'd ſuch kind Reception meet, 

The Son falls trembling at his Father's Feet : 

Where thus. O Father ! If yon not diſclaim 

Thar long abus'd, that dear, tho' injur'd Name ; 

If 'tis nor yet too late my Crimes to grieve, 

If either. Heav'n or You can yet forgive: 

Tho' I co a Son's Honour may 'nt aſpire, 1050 

Thar Title loft, O let me ſerve for Fre ! 

So may I oft enjoy the envy'd Grace, 

Een tho” he Frown, to ſee a Father's Face > 

Nothing to this, o'er-joy'd th' old Man replics, 

Or if he ſpeaks, 'tis only with his Byes : 

Nothing to him, but to his Servants there, 

Gives Order they his Feftal Robes prepare ; 

Which breught, he in the richeſt and the beſt, w 
| ith 
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With his own Hands, did his lov'd Son inveſt : - 

1060 With this his Signet from his Finger gave, 

| A Mark of Honour, he no more a Slaye : * 

Then bids a plenteous Feaſt that Night prepare, * ' 

And call his Friends, fo juſt a Joy to ſhare : 

They crowding came, and the bleft Moments ſpent, 

In temp'rate Joy, and harmleſs Merriment ; 

In Songs which Heav'n it {elf did erſt inſpire, 

And Seraphs ſing to David's royal Lyre: * 

In modeſt Dances, no Diſhonour thought, 

When th' Ark of God to beauteous Zion brought. 

The ſober Glaſs with ſparkling Gaza crown'd, * 

Grateful to God and Man, walks ſlow and cheerful round : * 
Mean while the Elder of the Sons, who now, 

Night haſting on, came ſweating from the Plough, 

Much wonder'd when, the Zouſe approaching near, 

He Light did ſee, and Songs and Muſick.hear ; * 

The Cauſe inquird, a Servant thus replies, - 

With haſte at once, and pleaſure in his Eyes ; 

Your Brother whom ſo long as loft, we mourn'd, 

In diſtant Lands, this Evening 1s return'd : | 


For his arrival all this Joy's exprelt, 


And only you are wanting at the Feaſt ; 

Where, with impatience you 've expefted been — 
— Enrag'd, the Brother wou'd not enter in : * 
The Gueſts diſturb'd, began to quit their Seats, 
The Father comes, and mildly him intreats : 

Still reſolute and fierce without he ſtay'd, 

And thus diſpleas'd did the old Sire upbraid. 

— How many a lear, ſtill ſtupidly content, 
Have I in your unthankful Service ſpent ? 


Slaviſhly dutiful I've with you ſtay'd, 
Nor ever yet diſpleas'd or diſobey'd ; 
Yet never cou'd [ yet preſented be 


With one ſmall Kid & oblige my Friends and me: 
But when your hopeful Son, your Darling's come 
From Stews and Brothels, ſtript and naked home z 
For him has all this Feaſt and Rev'ling been : 


Give me my Portion too! Tll not come in. 


— Agen the Father mildly thus replies, 


2 


Son! 


Tod, 
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Son ! Why this ner in your Words and Eyes ? 
Thou know'ſt I only thee my Heir deſign, 

Wait a few Days, and all th' Bate is thine ! 

Why art thou angry then, and diſcontent, 

At this ſmall part upon thy Brother ſpent ? 

Why ſhou'd we not rejoyce, when ſince his Birth, 
There never yet has been ſuch cauſe of Mirth ? 
Whom giv'n for dead, we ſtrangely ſee revive, .* 
Loft and deſpair'd, again receive alive. 
' Scarce he the lively Parable did end, 

When Chaza came, our Saviour's grateful Friend, 
And wiſe GamalizF's both, whoſe welcom Gueſt, 
He often was at the great Paſchal. Feaft : 

Enters with him the brave Centurion too, 

Luke 5.5. Their Benefaftor all our Nation knew : 

The firſt Endearment's paſt, when looking round, 
Th' Apoſtles well-known Faces, Chuza found : 
More pleas'd, he each embrac'd, and tells 'em he, 
Hop'd not to meer ſo much good Company : 

I know, he adds, your bleſt Employment ſtill, 

Is to perform and teach: your Maſter's Will : 

I interrupted your Diſcouſe, I tear, 

Which none, than me, with greater Joy wou'd hear : 
So much my lelf to that great Man I owe, 


Youll highly oblige me if his Truths you'll ſhow, 
Something I know, but more [ wiſh to know : 
Forgive me that I call'd him Man before ! 
For ſure his Godlike AFfions ſpeak him more 3 
Around his Face mild Rays of Goodneſs ſhine, 
His Life and Laws confeſs him All-divine. 
Say, you who happy in his Boſom lie, 
If ought of this tremendous Myſtery, | 
Ought, which from vulgar Ears is yet conceal'd, 

' May beto us, your Truſt ſtill ſafe, reveal'd ? 

Yes, Sir, the Son of Zebedee reply'd; 

We from the harden'd Crowd ſome Truths muſt hide, * 
Till more prepar'd to hear 'em ; bur to you 
Rank'd by our Lord among the favorrd few, 
And thele good Men, who tho' they much diſcern, 
From our low Converſe, not diſdain to learn ; 


Ilio 


1120 


1130 


1140 


yl 


The Life f CHRIST. 173 


FIl ſpeak, permitted, what from him I heatd, 
Whar he in Cloſet-Privacy declar'd ; 
What in my Breaſt th' unerring Spirit ſeals, 
And by my afted Tongue to you reveals. 

He ſaid — But O! how vaſt a Change they ſpy ? 
What awful Grandeur ſparkled in his Eye? 
So Truth wou'd lock, cou'd ſhe a Body take, 
And as like Truth he look'd, like Truth he ſpake : 
Greater he ſeem'd, and ſomething more than Man ; 

1150 And thus our Saviour's happy Friend began. 
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BOOK V. 


14. Go" Shepherds to the neight ring Towns diſclosd. | As probable a way of his 
being known as any. 

18. At once inftrufts and cures. | So lays Beda, Quoſcunque in corpore ſalvabat, 
_=_ & in anima reformabat , He neform'd their Souls as | well as bea/'d their 
Boates. 

20, Till lengthening Shadows ſnew'd declining Day. ] From Virgil's — Mafjoreſque 
cadunt de montibus umbra. 

25. And thus replies. ] *Tis a common Scheme of Speech both in the Evange- 
liſts and other holy Writers, co introduce Perſons replying or anſwering, where 
there's at moſt only an i-volv'4 Queſtion going before. So S. Matthew. 11. 2<. Fe- 
ſus anſwered and ſaid, I thank thee O Father, &c. tho we read of no preceding 
Queſtion or Compellation; an uſual Hebraiſm, as Maldenate on the places, the Word 
nay henifying not only anſwering a Queſtion , but alſo beginning or cominuing a 
S | | 

yn We in an bundred different Troops divide. ] S. Luke 9.15. They ſat down 
fifties in a Company ; an hundred of which fifties there are. in five thouſand. 

49. By which what cer be pleaſe, what &er be pleaſe be makes. |] 1 don'tthink 
changing Subſtance, to be ſo great a Wonder as would ſhock my Faith, had our Savi- 
our ever declar'd he had actually done it in the Bleſſed Sacrament ; becauſe we've 
not only an example of that Nature in Sacred Story, in Meſes's Rod, but, if I miſtake 
not, Inſtances on't every day in that Protews- Matter. Had our Saviour therefore 
been pleas'd to havechang'd the Bread into real corporeal Fleſh, undoubtedly he might 
have done it, ( as God, in theformer Inſtance, chang'd Wood into that Subſtance.) 
But ſtill, as a great Man of our Church obſerves, here's the Miracle, that after the 
Change, the thing's ſtill che ſame that ever 'twas. Ar which rate our Saviour might 
as well have perſuaded the People here, that a 24racle had been wrought, the 
Loaves multiplied, and their Hunger ſatisfied without giving '*em one mouthfal ; 
alas, their groſs Seyſes were not to be believ'd, this being all Spiritual Food. Ls- 
dolfus here, has a very odd Alrgory, Myſtice, ſays he, per quinque Panes quinti libri 
Moſis intelliguntur, wh duas Piſces Prophet & Pſalmi. By the five Loaves are myſti- 
-— 4 a the five Books of Moſes, by the two Fiſhes, the Prophets and 
Palms. J | 

GI. Bids us colle& the Reliques of the Feaſt,.] Grotins in - loc. obſerves, © That this 
* was more than Moſes did in the Manna, or Elias in the Barrel of Mea/., But 
Heinfius, * That our Lord did this, according to the «/e of the Jews, whoſe Cuſtom 
*" *twas to reſerve their Fragments for the Poor ; whence that of —_—_— 

oſoever 
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« ſogver eats without -leaving: any Fragments muſt not expe& a Blefling. Tho 
indeed this was expreſly forbidden in the Aamne, where nothing was to be left till 
the Morning, andall had enough for that Day. And it might be enjoined by 
Elijah, tho not recorded ; nor 1s it very much difference whether our Saviour gave 
or followed a good Example. 

63. Twelve empty Bakets in the Veſſel lay, I | 
TPherein we Filh from place to place convey. ] There are twodifferent Words its'd for 
what werender Beskets, Kbpiyer, and awe, the former in the Miracle of the five 
thouſand, the Iatter of the four thouſand. Theſe Kg, were ſo famous amon 
the Jews, that their Nation was diſtinguiſhed by them, as Grotius and others: {3 
uvenal, D2orum Cophinus Frnmmque Supellex, whoſe Backet and Hay were 
all their Houſhold-ſtuff, 'and —— Cophino Fenoque relio. The Word being chan- 

from Greek to Latin, and perhaps further, into our Engliſh Coffin. Theſe 
twelve Baskets then ſeem to be the proper Goods of the twelve Apoſtles, ſerving 
*-m eicher for the conveyancs of. Fiſh, or as a kind of Sea Chefs, to hold all their 
Neceſſariess The aveidss, Dr. Hammond thinks, were a larger ſort of xipnu, fince 
one of 'em was big enough to hold a Man, S. Paul being let down from Demaſeus, 
& arveides, in a Becket, we render its AG, 9.26. our Word not noting a limited Ca- 
 pacity, but only the kind ofthe Veſſel. I | 
. 83. A greater Army, — Than join'd at Modin the by#ve Maccabee. ] Foſeph: 
Antiq. .lib 12. cap. 8. ſays, thoſe who join'd Matthias were no more at firſt than 
the Inhabicants of the ſmall Village of Modin, and even when his Son Fudas came 
. againſt the Army of Antiochus, under Gorgias and Nicanor, conſiſting of forty 

Paland Foot and ſeven thouſand Horſe, he had no more than three thouſand 
Men, andthoſe raw and badly arm'd. Cap: 11. of the ſame Book. 

g8. A place remote, where oft be us'd toprey,, _ _ - .. 

Wall'd on the fides as Cuſtom is.--]I take that paſſage in S. Luke 6; 13. where 'tis ſaid out 
Lord continued all Night in Prayer to God, & 75 aeyodx3 5 247, to relate to the Place 
even more immediately than the A#ion, according to the Notion of Druſius, Dr. 
Hemmond, Mr. Mede, and other learned Men, who think this & 73 axy5dx5 5% 213, 
ought to be tranſlated, i» the Proſeuchs, Prayer-Houſe, or Oratory of God, The 
Faſhion of which Oratories Mr. Mede deſcribes from Epipbanius, after whom I have 
copied. His ConjeRure he makes more probable by Philos idwSepnluncar, the 4- 
hxendrians cutting down the Trees of ——_— Proſeuchs's or Oratories: and the 
ſameis probable from that Compariſon of David, 1 am like a green Olive-tree in the 


Houſe of my God. | 5D 
104. Here ſtay'd alone till Night began to wear. ] The Tinign ovaizy or fourth Watch 
of the Night, among the Jews, was undoubtedly near day; but che Phraſe 3a; 14- 
rene is here us'd, S. Matth. 14.23. When the Evening was come he was there alone: 
24. But the Ship was toſſed. 25: And m the fourth Watch of the night, &c. Now 
the lame word 5:\lie is uſed v.15. When it was Evening. Dr. Hammond thus recon- 
giles theſe Place, © That the Word 3e, is taken in different Sences, ſometimes 
* for the preciſe Evening or Sun-ſet, at others Synecdochically for the whole Night, 
&« 1s Morning for the Day. So in Moſes, the Evening and the Morning were the firſt 
Doy, a natural Day of twenty four Hours. Thus, in the firſt place, 'tis to be ta- 
ken for the preciſe Evening or Swn-ſet, in the latter for the whole night : co which 
migh be added, (if any thing can be after Dr. Hawmond) that the ſecond 3 
' may be at a great diſtance from 7wn{fln Vaan, ſee w. 23. © When the evening was 
come, our Saviour 245 alone in the Mountein Praying; which muſt take up ſome time, 
as it did, we know, whole Nights together : then wv. 24. The ſhip was im the Sed, 
and not till 25. 11 the fourth Watch of the night Feſus went unto them, &c; | 
.111. And now ſbrill Cocks foretold t& Approach of Day. ] Either ſome they had a 
Ship board, or, if not ſo well /i4 in, from the neighbouring Shores, frnce it appears 
on comparing the Evangeliſts, that the other Side, to which our Saviour ordered 
'em to row, was only croſs a ſmall Arm or Creek. of that ſmall Sea, compars 
St, Matth. 14- 22. with St. Mark 6.45. ; 
120; Nor could two Glaſſes wore expefF to live. ] Some may objec, I _ _ 
Diſciples 


—— 


176 Notes on the Fifth Book: 


Diſciples between Seemen than they really were, and introduce 'em talking !more 
Ship ſhape, as the Sailors call it; but the ſame Objeftion lies fuller againſt Y;p;] 
whole ambitious Heroes are as good at Sea as at Lend Service, being grown excel. 
lent Seamen as ſoon as ever put a Shipboard; whereas my Sailors were bred to ie 
probably from their very Cradles : nay they might have Glaſſes too : for we read of 
the fourth Watch of the Night, and how ſhould they know one Watch from tother 
had they not Glaſſes to diſtinguiſh *em, in the ſame manner with our modern 
Nawvigators, | 

162. The ſounding Beach, ] I took the Epithet of ſounding, partly from Homer'; 
mAvpAuoBoio, tho indeed he uſes it of the Sea, nov the Beach; partly bs Oblervati. 
on, the Sea or Shore, which you pleaſe, making a great Noiſe when the Pebbles 
are roll'd or trail d along by the Motion of the Farer, eſpecially in a Storm. 

165. O'er ſweet Hermon. ] Hermon was Eaſt of Fordev and the Sea of Galile,, 
Deut. 4. 47, 48. They poſſeſſed their land ( of Sihon and Og ) on this ſide Fordan ( the 
Wilderneſs fide, where this Book muſt therefore be written ) toward the Sun riſing, 
from Aroer, which is by the Bank of the Rever Arnon, even unto Mount Sion, ( 70. the 
Mount of Sihon ) which is Hermon. 

108. So when their way 4 Plight of Locuſts takes 
From Lubim's wild and Chelomidian Lakes ; 
While Mizraim's Sons their ſacred Ox implore, | 
Hnd trembling ſee the Plague which bow'ring o'er, &c. ] All Authors who write of 
Africa, obſerve, that thoſe Deſarts produce vaſt Armies of theſe deſtructive Cree. 
tures, a People there called the 'Azewbpayyr, or Locuft-Exters, taking their Names 
from making Reprizals upon 'em, and devouring them, becauſe they have left 
*em nothing elſe to eat. See the Scholiaſf or Dionyſius, wv. 550, 569. Diedorm, 
Straho, and ſeveral of the Ancients, (as Ludolfus fince) and others quoted by By. 
chart, Lib. 4- pu 3- give us their Deſcription and Hiſtory ; that learned Man de- 
riving one of their Arabian Names, Albaiſan, from Habyſſmia, a part of Afric, 
which they ſeldom fail to viſit, being brought thither, by Winds, from thoſe vaſt 
ſandy Tracts of Ground that lie South and Weſt, in which are the Chelonidian Fenns, 
Chelonides Paludes, in the Geographer, by a continual Stream diſcharging them- 
ſelves into the Niger. Now the ſame South or Weſt Winds which brought them 
f. om the Wilderneſs, might carry 'em on to Egypt ; Bochart being of Opinion, the 
Egyptian Locuſts came from this Country: tho I-rather believe they took not fo 
long a Journey, being born from the Happy Arabia, Eaſt of Egypr; and where 
enough of 'em are often found to ſupply all their Neighbours, the Arabian: being 
but too well acquainted with them, and their Writers giving a more particular de- 
ſcription of them than any others. It may not:be unpleaſant to inſtance but in 
one, becaule of his odd Eaſterly-way of Expreflion, who complains of their mo- 
leſting 'em at their very Tables; he is quoted by Bochart, in his Locuſfs, in thele 
Words, © Said Algeſen the Son of Aly, we were ſitting at the Table, I and my Bro- 
© ther Mabumed the Son of Alchansfia, .'nnd the Sons of my Uncle Abdalla, and 
* Kerbem, and Alphidal, the Sons Alibes, and a Loewft lit upon the Tablein 
© the middle of us, &c. However tho Bocharr's Conjeture mayn't here hold, 
becauſe it is ſaid 'twas a E2I'TPT1, an Ezff-Hind that brought theſe Locuſts, for 
which reaſon they muſt. rather come from Arabie which lies Eaft, than _— 
which is South from Egypr; yet they may be, and are frequently carry'd thit 
- from Abj{n1ia, by thole South and Weſt: Winds, which often bring 'em from the 
Cape, or the Deſarts of Adownt Atlas, For that Expreſſion, The Plague wide bt- 
wering.] Tis agreeable to what Hiſtorians deliver of the vaſt flights of theſe Loops, 
which ſometimes obſewre the Sun, and darker large Tracts of Ground, twoot 
their Names, 2Nand ©Y'7P; being deriv'd, by Bechars, from ſuch Roots as imply 
ing and dn; further affirming out of Cadamoſtus, that they fometimes reach 
for twelve Miles together. And Surius ſays, © That even in Polend, Anno 1541: 
** a Cloudof 'em appear'd two Miles in length, and hindred the Light of the Sun 
* from all that Tract of Ground, over which they flew. 

383. So when the Weſt Wind clears 1heir Reedy Shore, &c. | Exod. 10; 19. The Lord 
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curd 6 mighty ſtrong Weſt Wind, which took away the Locuſts, and caſt them into the 
Red Sea, : call ic Reedy Shore, becauſe that Sea 1s ſtil'd in the ondh Fam Zuph, 
the reedy, ſedgy, or flaggy Sea; from the Multitudes of Flags and Weeds which 
brow init, as well as on its Bank; © Tho never ſo many I Weeds there, ſays Fuler 
after his way, © as when the Egyprians were drown'dinit, af 
i385. Precipitating intb' Arabian Deep. ] The Red Sea, of which ſee more Lib.6. 
isalſo called by Dionyſins and others, KiAn@- Aegis, the Arabian Gulf, ( now Mea- 
re de Mecca ) from its waſhing the Shores of Arabia, This is the uſual end of thoſs 
Creatures, as Pliny, S. Ferome, and others; Ple only inſtance in Sigeberr, even in 
bur own Countrey, who tells us in his Chronicle, ©© That after a parcel of theſe Tar- 
« z&rian Travellers had made a ſtragling Viſit into Ewrope, and put all France un- 
* Jer Contribution (or rather Military Execution)they were at laſt all carried away 
* by a Blaſt of Wind, and drownd.in the Britiſh Ocean, in ſuch vaſt numbers, that 
* being thrown up again on the Shores, their putrified Bodies infected the Air, 
&« and brought a terrible Peſti/ence, which deſtroyed an incredible number of Men. 
| 191. Under a gentle Gale their Oats they ply d — The Wind weer'd round to Weſt. } 
The Gale muſt be gentle, otherwiſe they could not have us'd their Oars- It muſt be 
to Weſt, or ſomewhere in that point, for convenient and ſpeedy Paſlage over 
to the Eaſt or North Eaſt fide of the Lake, to Chorazin and Caperneum, whither 
our Saviour went aſter his Lending, it being the Place of his uſual Abode, vid. 
St. Fohn 6. 24. Tho they might well be ſurpriz'd to find him there fo ſoon in the 
Morning, knowing his Dz/ciples went away without him, it being at leaſt fourteen 
or fifteen Miles from the Mountain of Miracles, ſuppoſing it to be South of Berbſaida, 
where '*tis generally placd, round to Cepernaum; the Sea being, according to 
Feſepbus, fourteen or fifteen Miles long, and fix or ſeven broad, and this Journey - 
containing about half the Length, and all the Breadth of ic, beſides the Loſs of 
Way by Creeks and Tarnings. I lay Chorgzin and Capernaum, becaule they lie near 
together, being joined cogether by a Bridge, in Fuller's Maps, like Southwark and 
Lmmdon; both of which Places, according to our Saviour's Prophecy, now lie bu- 
ried in Duſt and Ruins; the Pilgrim, who ſaw *em, telling us, that even Cepernaum 
itſelfis now nothing but three or four little Fiſhing-Cabins near the Lake. | 
221. For Angeis Food they long. ] It ſeems the Jews deſired our lord to give 'em 
Manns, which chey tacitly beg, St. Fobn 6, 31. and more plainly v. 34. - | 
263. Joſeph the Carpenter has oft work'd bere, } I know the Word 7izwr, as 
well as Faber in the Latin, hasa larger ſignification than our Engliſh Carpenter, and 
ſome of the Fathers were of Opinion, that Foſeph was Faber Ferrarius, a Blackſmith, 
as he's called in the Hebrew Goſpel of St. Matthew ; but the greater ſtream of Writers 
goes the other way, ſuppoſing him a Carpenter : thus Fuſtin- Martyr, who affirms 
that our Lord himſelf did make Plowghs and Yokes, and indeed he is called away, 
St. Merk 6. 3. and therefore, it may be preſumed, aRually wrought at his Father's 
Trade. Andto the ſame purpoſe the famous Anſwer of the Chriſtian to the /coffing 
Heathen, . As for Foſeph's working at Capernaum, I confeſs *tis my own Addition, 
tho probable enough; for if he were a Good Workman, as I know not why I may n't 
ole him, he might be ſent for from Nazarah thither, not aboye ſome twelve 
Miles diſtant. os 
264, His Mother Mary, his Relations ear. } Theſe Relations of our Lord, call'd 
his Bre:bren in Holy-Writ, accordingto the Jewiſh way of ſpeech, ſeem to be no 
more but his Coufis Germans, or ſons of his Mother's Siſter 3 for ſhe that's called the 
Mother of Fames and Foſes, St. Mark 15. wlt. and 16. 2. is ſtiled Mary the Wife of 
Cluphas and Feſuss Mother's Siſter, St. Foby 19.25. For which reaſons there's no 
need of taking the famous los «vs in that ſame ſence with Helvidius and bis Fol- 
lowers : not but that I think full as bad Arguments are made uſe of, even by ſome 
of the Fathers, and by alker, and other Moderns, toprove the perperual Virginity. 
Toinſtance in that . Ezek. 44. 2, This Gate ſhall be ſlit, it ſhall nos be opened, &c. 
thothey might as well have prov'd it from Gideon's Fleece, or the Buſhin Horeb , 
doth of which /ids makes Types of the Bleſſed Virgin; HecVirgoeft rubvus ille, 8c. 
and it's a wonder none of her zealous — ha'nt all this while found our 2 
& 41 
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Text in the following Ezek. 46. 3. to enforce her Adoration, The People of the land 
ſhall 2vorſhip at the door of this Gate before the Lord; the ſame Eaſt-Gare, as appears 
on comparing the places. This, I ſay, might, in my judgment, be as properly and 
decemly urg'd for her worſhip, as the other for the purpoſe to which *tis brought 
The beſt on't is, this Matter of Fa# can. be no Article of Faith, either of one fide 
or other, ſince nothing's ſaid on'tin Scripture. For which reaſon it ſhould ſeem 
*twas only a peice of Monkiſh Zeal that made Helvidiuss miſtaken Opinion a dowy. 
right Heriſie : an Extremity thoſe i] natur'd Hermits were driven upon out of an 
abundant Caution for their darling Do&#rine of Abſtinence in thoſe matters, in which 
many of 'em ſeem more than half-Gnefticks, or Priſcilianifts, it not akin to thoſe 
mad Hereticks, the Yalefii and Severianji, of whom Euſebins, Eccl. Hit. lib. 4.cap. 27, 
and Epiphanins, Hereſ. 58. 

| 287. An bidden ſecret Sence my Words imply. | S. Fohn6. 63. It is the Spirit that 
quickneth, the Words that I ſpeak unto you they are Spirit, &C. 

289. Nor this can their falſe Prejudice prevent. | It ſeems plain, that the Jews yn. 
derſtood our Saviour's Words, I am the Bread of life, in a groſs, carnal, literal 
Sence, ſounding to Tranſubſtantiation ; which Miſtake our Saviour endeavours to 
retifie, but they continued obſtinate, and would not give him leave to underſtand 
His own Words. 

307. Tknow the Wretch who will his Lord betray. | wv. 64. Feſus knew from the be. 
ginning who ſhould betray him. This being a wonderful Inſtance of his Humiliation 
and Sxb miſſion tothe Divine Will, that in obedience unto it, he choſe ſuch a Perſon 
for one of his Family, as he knew from the very firſt wou'd prove a Traitor. 

flo. Soon will he with baſe Slanders me accuſe, — Soon will the Fiend, &c. | I take 
the Word Nec here, one of you, namely Fudas, is a Devil, in the largelt ſence, 
as *tis uſed in the Sacred Writings, anſwerable to the Hebrew, JOU, which fig- 
nifies, as Dr. Hammond and Grotius, among other things, an Adwverſary in Foro, a 
Delator, an Informer, an Accuſer, eſpecially a falſe Accuſer ; fo here, N«cag; 
ſays one, isas much as qui deferet me apud Principes, One that will accuſe me to the 
Elders. But Tunderſtand itina yet frovger Sence. He is @ Devil, that is, our $a- 
vieur ſaw he was already given up to the Power of the Evil Spirir, who would, 
at the Jaf# Supper, enter into him, tempting him to betray his Maſter z and indeed, 
without ſore ſuch Diabolical Inſtigator, 'tis hard to ſuppoſe any thing humane 
conlds be capable of ſuch a piece of YVillany 

315. What in thought — 1 ſcarce could track, each mighty Wonder wrought | A- 
greable toSt. Fobn's Hyperbole, St. Fobn21.25. And many other things did Feſui, 
which if they (ſhould be written every one, I ſuppoſe the World would not be able ta con- 
tainthe Books that ſhould be written, | 

237. A rich and powerful Lord, Chuza bis Name. ] Lightfoot, Walker, and others, 
think that the Nobleman, St. Fobn 4. 46: whoſe Son was ſick at Capernaum, was no 
other than that Chuza the Husband of Foarme, who miniſtred to our Savieur and 
his Apoſtles, St. Zuke $. 3. which Opinion I follow, for reaſons which will be 
plain in L6.1v. 

; 370. Heſaw, andlow'd, and won her for his Bride. ] The Courtſhip, I confeh, 
ſhould, in decency, have taken up more time 5 but that I've greater Buſineſs on 
my hands, and muſt therefore omit that Formality. 

391. That through the Galilean Coaſts, Our Lord was ſeen returning. | S. Fobn 
4 43. After two days, be departed thence, ( from the Coaſts of Samaria ) and went 
into Galilee. 

398. When near (mall Jiphthael's Streams, our Lord he'd found. | A Brook of that 
name in Galilee, the ſame, I think, with Shibor- Libanus. 

453. To bridle bot Capernaum'”s Youth, ] The Centurion being fixed in this place, 
there ſeems little doubt, but that 'twas a Station of the Romans, of whom there 
was need enough in that fa&ious Country of Galilee, whereof Capernaum was ons 
of the moſt conſiderable Places, ifnotthe Metropolis. ; 

472. Near where Callirrhoe's Streams, &c.] Foſephus deſcribes theſe Waters, both in 


his Amtiq. lib. 8. cap. 17, and in Bell. Jud, lib, 7. cap. 25. He ſays, © They arile about 
Machervs, 
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« Macherus, from two Springs of contrary Natures, one hot and ſweet, the other 
© cold and bitter 3 which meeting together, have many excellent Virtues, giving 
* Help, both by drinking and bathing, for ſeveral Diſeaſes : tho? Herod rhe Great 
try'd *em in vain, by the Advice of his Phyſicians, they being like to kill inſtead 
of curing him. Theſe Waters are fo plentiful, that they not only run off, bur 
make a fair Current, or River, on whoſe Banks ſtood the ancient City Laſha, 
afterwards Callixrhoe, whence the Baths themſelves are named, being ſtiled by Fo- 
{epbus, the Baths of Callirrhoe, as our Tunbridge-Waters take their Name from the 
own, tho? *tis ſome Miles diſtant from them. 

488. With ill direfed Prayers, devoutly made.) From Cowley's, With good and pious 
Prayers direted ill. 

490. Vows bed a Cock. ] A noted Sacrifice to eAſculapius ; T ſuppoſe, becauſe 
while a Mortal Quack, the Good Women usg'd to preſent him with a Pullet or Cock- 
rill, now and then for a Fee. | 

492. But the poor Marble Idol, 8&c.] <Aſculapins his firſt Seat was at Epidaurus, 
thence, in a great Plague, his Godſhip- was ſent for to Rowe, or the Devil in his 
ſtead ; for Ovid ſays, a great Serpent appear'd in the Ship that was ſent to fetch 
him thither. But above all their fooliſh Gods, T wonder what good Wife firſt 
deified the Son of this «£{culapius, I mean Machaon, who, it ſeems, got a Life 


' among the Stars tor nothing leſs than inventing the moſt excellent Art of Tooth= 


drawing. 
Fl Jairus for him and other Friends implore.] St. Luke 7, the Centurion ſent the 
Elders of the Fews; the Rulers of their Synagogues were choſen out of theſe El- 


. Qers; one of theſe Rulers was Fairus, with whom undoyþtedly the Centurion was 


intimate, ſince he himſelf had built the Fews a Synagogue. 

565. Or at the lovely Balſam Gardens nigh.] For which the Fews quarrelled with 
the Romans, vid. Foſeph. 

584. Soon did th' Old Man the joyful Tydings know.J In the Hiſtory thus, Be of 
good comfort, for behold he calls thee. | 

597- A thick and churliſh Skin.J I ſuppole it a fort of a Catarra@. 

6c8. Nor ever ſaw, till then, the chearful Light.] He was born Blind, and there- 
fore his Cure ſuch a Miracle, as Grotiws obſerves, as was unanſwerable, after all 
the Cavils of the Fews. | 

625. Whence them be ſelf-condemn'd and bluſhing ſent. St. Fobn 8. 9. Being convifted 
by their own Conſciences, they went out, Cc. 

629. *Twas at the famous Pool, well known to all-——Jeruſalem.) *Tis hardly to 
be ſuppoſed fo Remarkable a Thing could be unknown to any about Feruſalem, 
any more than that St, Zobny, who was an Eyewitneſs of all, would invent ſuch a 
Story, had it not been true. Our Lighrfoer, IT think, gives the moſt probable 
Reaſon for the Silence of the Few:iſh Writers in this matter ; namely, © "That the 
© wonderful Virtue of theſe Waters, might be reckon'd as a Sign of the Meſſab's 
® Coming ; Miracles being expeed as a Token of his Reign ; tor which Reaſon, 
he thinks, the Rabbies never mention it. 

635. Tou know from Heav'n ſome courteous Angel brings.) That *twas a real Angel, 
not the Prieſff®s Boy, which wrought theſe Miracles, Grotius brings theſe followin 
Arguments: ** 1.” Twas done at a certain ſet time. . 2. All Diſeaſes were cured. 
* 3- The Waters were firſt to be zzoved, whereas in nature! Cures they muſt be 
* calm. As fox. the firſt and laſt of theſe Arguments, the odd Hypotheſis which a 


very excellent Perſon /f«mbl:d upon, in relation to this matter, abſolutely precludes - 


them ; but the ſecond, I think, is unanſwerable z he endeavours indeed to avoid it, 


. Explaining «ll Diſeaſes by ſome, the Word whatſvever there denoting, as he thinks, 


a limited Univerſalty, referring to the Diſeaſes after-mentioned, the Blind, Halt, 

Wither'd, 8c. But neither will this do z for tho' there may be a kind of a Virtue, 

in the Remedies he mentions, againſt Lameneſ;, I believe 'tis a new Diſcovery that 
they're good againſt Blindneſs too, 

668. Nor does the old Traditions blame, but where, &c.] He bids his Diſciples, 

| A a2 Whatever 
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Whatever the Phariſees commanded, that to obſerve and do ; that is, undoubtedly, in 
Caſes indifferent, fince he was very ſevere againſt *em, as in the Buſineſs of Corbay, 
where they made God's Word of none effe&t by their own Traditions. 

73. And a god Life, true Faith's unfailing Teſt.] From that of our Saviour, 
Ye are my Friends, if ye do whatever Icommand you. 

677. Now #n ſome lively Parable —— As ancient Seers u9d.) Thoſe who would 
know the difference between the eeg&oxu and mourn of the Ancients, wherein 
conſiſted all their Wiſdom ; and the Parts of the e>s&oa), the mejmas and drmimidbng 
may conſult Grotivs on St. Matth. 13. Theſe Parables, Apologues, Similitudes, or 
Fables, were much uſed by the Eaſtern Nations, eſpecially the Syrians, and thoſe - 
of Paleſtine; who, as St. Ferome obſerves, ſeem to have a particular Genius for 
them. | | 
- 694. Neither ou Honour he, or Conſcience food.) 'The ſame with, He feared 
not God, nor regarded Man. 

750, Ten on Talents to his Servant lent.) Which, unleſs Pm out in my Cal- 
culation, ſuppMing the Talent but Silver, is, three Millions ſeven Hundred and 
fifty Thouſand Pound. | 

843. Touch not my Holy Robes.) His Fringes and Phyla&erjes, and ſome wore a 
huge flapping Hat beſides. 

855. Which almoſt equal makes thy time and mine.) The Jews faſted Mondays and 
Thurſdays 3, from a Tradition among them, as Drufius has it, that Moſes went up 
to Mount Sina; on a Monday, and came down on a Thurſday. 

905. Not ſo the Younger, who profuſe and vain.]] Grotius juſtly obſerves, that among 
all our Saviour's Parables, this ſeems to be the moſt excellent, adorn'd with the 
fineſt Colours, and full of the livelieſt Paſſions, © appoſnwm, ſays he, in Funiore 
& ponitur Exemplum depravati Ingenii , Youth having generally leſs Wiſdom, and 
more Paſſion than other Ages. 

Ibid. Not ſo the Younger, who profuſe and vain.] By profuſe T would expreſs the 
Z6y domus, living prodigally, lewdly, vainly, or naughtily, nequiter, which Grotius 
thinks exactly hits the Greek downs, after which, wv. - 2 ris ſaid, He began to be in 
Want, #5gi*, which, methinks, from the notation of the Word, ſhould be tran- 
ſlated to run behind hand, or run oat, as we uſually ſay. 

1004. One only who more Kindneſs had profeſs'd.] I confeſs, I thought this might 
have been ſome good Subſtantial Cirizey, of his former Acquaintance ; but Ludolfas, 
on thoſe Words , Civi ſe adjunxit, (ix0>xxim, Was a fort of a Hanger on) tells us, 
& by this Citizen was meant the Dez4/, the. Inhabitanc of the Kingdom of Dark- 
© neſs; and the Shadow of Death. to Jew LN 

1008.. And ſends him to the Fields, his Swine to feed. ] Quo nullum wvilius Miniſterium, 
ſays. Bochart de Porcis, who alſo tells us, out of Donatus, that there were three ſorts 
of Paſtors among the Ancients, Bubulci, our Cowherds, from whence the Bucolice, 
now the Name for all Paſtoral ; the Opiliones, our proper Shepherds, the chiefeſt Sub- 
jects of our Engliſh Paſtoral, tho! I think leaſt of the Greek; the Caprarii, or Goat- 
herds, famous with the Grecians. But of Swinhberds there's no mention, either in 
Theocritas or Virgil; tho? what's greater, Grandfire Homer has made Eumeus immor- 
tal who was Swinberd to Ulyſſes, vid. Odyſſ. Lib. 22. | 

IITi. On Acorns they or Wildings.] There's much diſpute what's meant by 
theſe wegne, which we render Husks, the Latin S:/iquas. Some think %em the 
Shells or Husks of Beans, Peaſe, or ſuch Pulſe, which pleaſes not Bochart, becauſe 
he ſays, out of Theophraſtus, thoſe are not called x:e#ne, but xiv. Others make 
chem the Fruit of the Caroub, or Wild Fig-tree. But leaving the Learned to agree 
among themſelves, I rake a new way of my own, feeding 'em with Acorns and 
Crabs, as probable in it {elf as either of the other. F 

1061. 4A markof Honour, he no more a Sleve. | A Ring was a mark of Liberty and 
Ingenuity with the Romans, and Wealth and Honour in the Eaftern Nations, vid. Gen. 
41. 41. and St. Fames 2. 2. | 

162. Then bids @ noble Feaft., that Night provide. ] The woos ord7G-, the farted 
Calf, may be put, in the Tg/mos of this Parable, for all ſorts of Dainrres, = 

ns 
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the dleamdbors, Maldonat ſays, all Interpreters agree, that our Saviour is thereby in- 
tended. | 
1067. And Seraphs ſg to David's Royal Lyre.J David's Pſalms were ſung in the 
Temple, where the Angels were preſent. | 
1070. The Sober Glaſs, with ſparkling Gaza crown'd.) We are not to ſuppoſe 
they made a Dry-Feaft ; but that when they had Muſick and Dancing, they had a 
Glaſs of Wine too; which ſure was imocenr, if a ſober one: as honeſt Theognis ſays 


bluntly, 


Oliply To myeiy Tenvy, v4.X09, & Ns TL aumly 
Tlivy EmSUENGS, & 3X05, LAN 4£349VG, 


1071. Grateful to God and Man.] To God in Sacrifices, Fudg. 9. 1 3: and Num. 
28. 1 | 
| _ He Lights did ſee.] Coming from Work, it muſt be now in the Evening, 
and Lights in the Houſe, tho', I ſuppoſe, not like our 1leminations. 
Ibid. And Songs and Muſick heard.) We read, Muſick and Dancing, in the Ori. 
ginal, Cvppevias x zearv. Camero, exultantem Catum, or concinentis Cetus Carmina. 
1108. Whom given for dead.] Thoſe are called rsxgo}, dead, in the Holy Scrip- 
tures, who are loſt in Vice, or dad in Treſpaſles and Sins. So Philo defines the 
Death of the Soul, the Deſtruction of Vertue ; and P5thagoras, as Hammond on 
the Place, was wont to erect Cenotaphs, or empty Tombs, for choſe chat left him. 
1136. We from the hardned Crowd ſome Truths muſt hide. Telus ſpake in Parables 
for the Hardneſsof their Hearts. vid. Hammond on St. Matth. 8. Not. b, 


T H E 


ARGUMENT 


OF THE 


- Sixth BOOK. 


T. John, in a Pindarique Ode, aſſerts the Divinity and Eternity our Saviour, as he 
bas done in his Goſpel and Epiſtles ; deſcribing the Trinity in the greateſt part of the 
three firſ# Stanza's; the Creation of the Wirld by the Son in the fourth; the Fall and 
Reſtiturion in che fifth and ſixth ; Proving our Saviour's Exiſtence before bis Birth, by 
bis appearing to, and converſing with, the Patriarchs in humane Form, in the ſeventh ; 
and like an Angel with the Wraclites in the eighth ; further, in the nimth, proving him to 
be God by Iſaiah*s Viſion and Prophecy 3 anidrhat he, ſome way or other, enlightens all 
Men, in thetemth; as he is the Divine Word, and Eternal Eſſential Reaſon. 

The Centurion mg ſurpriz'd at bis Diſcourſe, thinking he had been deeply read in the 
Platonic Philoſophy, be Sibyls, &c. and wondring to find ſo much Learning among 
the Jews, whereas they were repreſented, both by Grecian and Roman Hiſtorians, as a 
mean 


— 
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mean and ignorant People: Gamaliel ſets him right, and tells bim, that though "rwas . 
true, what the Diſciples knew, was miraculous ; yet the Jews, not only bad all parts o 
Philoſophy amongft them, but that they were alfo the firſt Learned Men in the mil 
and both the Grecian and Roman Antiquities origmally came from them, Of which the 
Roman appearing very diffident, Gamaliel inſtances more particularly, and proves the 
Heathens Wa their ery Gods, their Hiſtory and Poetry, and other Learning from the 
Eaftern Nations, 4s they from the Jews ; beginning bis Diſcourſe on that Subje& with g 
Diſquiſition concerning the firſt Riſe of Tdelatry, and ending it with Praiſes of the Ay. 
tient Poetry, which Linus and Orpheus firs brought from Phanicia into Greece ; 
adding, that even as far down as their own Ovid, their Poets borrowed their Matter from 
the Hebrew Prophecies and Hiſtories. The Centurion owns himſelf convined with the 
Rraſonablenefs of hu Aﬀſſertions, and Clearneſs of his Evidence, only thinks he xs too (+ 
- were againſt all the World beſides bis own Nation, on the account of their Image-Worſhip ; 
which, tho* himſeif had left, be bad yet more Charity for thoſe that us'd it, pleading, the 
very Images were not worſhip?d, but the ſupreme God by them, and urging all the com- 
mon Shifts, made uſe of on that Topick. All which Gamaliel anſwers, and cloſes his 
Argument with the ſecond Command, wherein all ſuch Worſhip was expreſly, and un- 
anſwerably coydemn'd. The Roman rejoins, that it*s net fair to bring Scripture againſt 
them, when they themſelves wont abide by it, as the perfe& and only Rule of Faith and 
Life, the Phariſees not only equalling their Traditions with it, but exalting 'em againſt it. 
To this Gamaliel replies, He'll diſpute no further on that Head, but if they deſired to hear 
what could be ſaid in defence of Traditions, he had a Pupil eager enough for "em, and 
learned above his Age, and, if 'twere poſſible to be done, able to defend them, and whom 
hed call in for that Purpoſe. On their agreeing to his Propoſal, and St. James's under. 
raking :0 manage the Diſpute, Paul of Tarſus evters, warmly urging the Common Argu- 
ments for Tradition and Infallibility, againſt the Scriptures, and ” Fra of Diſcretun 
or Private Reaſon, which St, James auſwers, and withal propheſies, that be himſelf ſhall 
become as ſtrenuous a Defender, as now he was a forward Oppoſer of the Chriſtian 
Faith. After he has left the Room in a Rage, Chuza, being pleas'd with the Diſcourſes 
he has already heard, and finding ſome f the Sadduces Opinions and Arguments, which 
be could not yet well anſwer, deſires Liberty to propoſe them, in order to his intire ſatisfa- 
Hion in thoſe Matters : and, Leave obtain'd, produces their received Tenets and Argu- 
ments againſt immaterial Subſtances, the Reſurretion, and future Puniſhments and 
Rewards ; to which Joſeph of- Arimathea, and Gamaliel, ret#rn him ſatisfatory Am 
fſwers. After which St. Peter ſubjoins other Proofs, taken frons tur Saviowr's Miracles 
and Diſcourſes, and that they had not only beard him aſſert there were EvilSpirits, but 
bad ſeen him caſt them out ; concluding with the Parable of Dives and Lazarus. Which 


ended, the Company breaks up, and the three Diſciples return 10 our Saviour. 


Ul 


THE 


LIMI 


— = 


— — 
- — 
_ 
—_— 


{ 
Re; 


VION 


i 


Fats 


x 
eO& 


270 


Wl 
4 7 / 


Y 


Fi of > X \ ) 
i # a} þ 8 
> ec PIc/t ; 
a, : al # Aiouagys 200 = \\ # 


Fa 


f 


ac, / \ 


* 
o 


: 


B ook: 8: pag: 83 


'- wa t. 


; nit rs Breef in- 


Whilſt I couch the Cm in 
/ Tune, ſornc nu?" ! 

Riſe. my Bag le Soul ! ariſe! 

Mount and mean thy Native Skies, 

And view th' eternal Sun with thy ambitious Eyes ! 

(If once dire& his Glories on me ſhin'd, 

How gladly wou'd I be for ever Blind? ) 

10 Let thy firſt bold Zſſay be, 


a me 
AY CV. 


OO own i here -— -_ 2 vo WR 


1864 . The Sixth Buk of 


What wou'd employ Eternity, 
To ſing the Father of the World and Thee : 1026 
In the beginning of his endleſs now, ; 

* Before this beauteous World was made, 
"Before the Earths Foundations laid, 
Before th' offtious Angels round his Throne did bog; 

He was, he ever is, we know not how, 

No mean Succeſſion his Duration knows, * 

That Spring of Being neither ebbs nor flows : 

No Point can mortal Thought aflign, 
| In his interminable Line, | 
Nor our ſhort Compaſs meet: the Circle All-divine, 1030 


4X 
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Fig Whatever was, was God, e'er Time or Þlace'; * 
Ce Endleſs Duration he, and boundleſs Space : 
| Filld with himſelf, wherever Thought can pierce 
He filF'd, himſelf alone the Univerſe. 
One undiſſolu'd, nor ceaſes to be One, *. 
Tho' with him ever reigns th' eternal Son. 
In his eternal Mind conceiv'd, 1040 
Not to be argu'd, but believ'd. * 
Down goes my Reaſon, if it dares Rebel, 
As the ambitious Angels ſunk to Hell. 
Ineffable the way, for who 
Th' Almighty to Perfettion ever knew 2? 
Bur he himſelf has ſaid it, and it muſt be true. 
The Fathers Image he, as great, as bright, 
Cloth'd in the ſame unſufferable Light ; 
More cloſely joyn'd, more intimately one 
With his great Father, than the Light and Sun, * 1050 
Bqual in Goodneſs, and in Might, 
True God of God, and Light of Light : 
Him, with the Father we adore; 
There is no After, or Before, 
Equal in their Exiftence have they been, 
Nor ever did the Son begin ; Ye © 
No room for one {hore Moment, or bold Thought between, 
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The Father lov'd the Son, the Spirit came 
From their conſpiring mutual Flame, 
. From both proceeding, yer with beth the ſame. 
- 50 Equal to th' Father and th' eternal Word, 
* Theeternal God, th' eternal Lord, 
With equal Reverence his Great Name ador'd. 
One God, for what's ſupreme can be bur one : 
X Three more then. names, the Father, Spirit, and Son, 
) Triad and Monad both, where Faith may find 
Whar ſtrikes Philoſophy and Nature blind, 
X Three Gteat ſelf. conſcious Perſons, One ſelf concious Mind. | 
Who made the World is God, and he ”- 
Who made all Time muſt needs Eternal be. - 
60 X This by the Spirit did the Son, 
| The Fathers Will by both was done, | 
X As was reſolv'd i'ch* Conſult of the great Three-One ; 
High on his Throne with dazling Glory crown'd 
State the All-good, All-wiſe, 
And with his piercing Eyes 
Surveys wide Fields of nothing round, 
 Privations airy Realms, and Waſt profound. 
To his lov'd Son ay-reigning by his ſide, 
With equal Glory dignifty'd, 
70 Let's make a World he cry'd! 
X Thoſe fair 1dea's be expreſs'd 
. Retaind in our Almighty Breaſt. 
This, mild, no ſooner ſaid 
His ready Son, his lov'd Commands obey'd. 


IV. 


And firſt the Heav'ns he built ; Gen, tr; 
Not thoſe above we ſee | 
aily deckt in glittring Bravery, 
- Wk Luna's filver Waves and Sof's fierce Beauties gile. 
fo Far more refix'd, far more remov'd than th 
Their Light w wou'd ſoon put or % —_— Ray, 
i Their 
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Their Light is Gods high Throne, ſcatt'ring eternal day. 


Job 38. 7. 
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The Angels next he made, 
In Love and Flame array'd © 

The new- born Angels; chearfully adore 

Their Maker and their Lord unicen before : 
Their new-born Voice and Lyre they try 
In ſweet Celeſtial Poeſy, 

In lofty Ehymns, and Heav'nly Harmony. 

The Refuſe of their World did ours compole, 
Which yet's ſo beautiful and bright 90 
Each ſcatter'd ſpark of Heav'nly Light 

Falling from thence ſome Sun or Planet grows. 


, Bur firſt on the dark Yoid the gentle Spirit deſcends, 


Firſt, Matter wills, then Form ro Matter lends, ® | Friends. 


Firſt different Somethings makes,then makes thoſe Somethings 


No longer with wildsFerment now they ſtrove, 
O'er Matters Waves the gentle Spirit did move, 


And all around was Light, and all around was Love. * 


V. 


After the glorious Orbs above were made 
And Earth, and Sea, and Air were fram'd, 100 
Th' All-bigh with Pleaſure all his Works ſurvey 'd, 
And Man the King of all his Works he nam'd : 
But ah! how ſhort his Reign ! 
How ſoon by God who plac'd him on the Throne 


. When Lawleſs he and Arbitrary grown, 


By God who had the Pow alone, * 
Dethron'd again. | 
Ill Councellors his Fall, he did receive 
Into: his Cabinet the Devil and Eve. 
Th All-bigh as much as whar's Divine can grieve 
Relents his Fate, and fain wou'd ſave 


Both him and that fair World he for his Palace gave, 110 


Bur firſt he muſt his Juice ſhow 
Before he Mercy cou'd beſtow. 
It any,. asks, -wou'd fſatisfic * 
His Wrath, that Adam might not de ? 
Archangels tremb'd, no bright Warriors there 
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To undertake the 'vaſt Adventare'dare : ' | 
Rather all Earth and Heav'n they'd chuſe'to' beat 
Than the Creator's Wrath, ſad Notes they ſing; | 
Each Cherub ſcems to flag his beanteous Wine; 
Thoſe gentle Spirits fofc Signs of | Pity gave," 
And mourn'd the*Lofs of Man" they- coti'd*not ſave, 


VI 


When forth th' Eternal Son untauinted ſtood'; 
(How vaſt, how infinite his Love? ' © 

How deeply him did our ſad Ruins move?) : :: 
The dang'rous Enterprize to prove, 

To God, to reconcile us by his Blood. 

A Body he did for himſelf prepare; - 
To ſave the World by ſuffering there. : 
Nor like an Angels, form'd of Air, 
Which when their Work on Earth is done, 

Is the next moment into Atomes flown, 

But true and ſolid like our own, 

In all bur Sin, like Man. With Goodneſs maild 
On his lov'd Sor the Father ſmil'd, 
Accepts his offer and declares 
For him the guilty World he ſpares. 

Whilſt ch' accurſed Spirits below 
Trembling fear a greater Blow : 
While che gentle Spirits above, 
Who Mankind prote& and love, 
The Great Redeemer's Glory raiſe 
In lofty Notes of Godlike Praiſe. 


Vil. 


*T was he who oft.in humane Form attir'd, 
Stoop'd to our World below. 
As he our State would better know, 
| Or Company delir'd. 
- Now ſhorter he, now longer Y:fits made, 
And once in Royal Robes array d, 
' At ſacred Salem ftay'd. 
Bb 2 To 
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To him their Gifts obedient Nations bring ._... 
At once a wondrous.Prophet, Prieſt, and Ximg.. 
He frequent, with-the-Holy Patriarchs walkc, 
With him they.-eat,.,with him.they talkt; . 
At hoſpitable Father. Abrabam's Fealt - 
He, with #wo menial-Angels, once a:gueſt, 
Where the old Sire his Kindneſs did requite 
When coming faint and weary from the Fight, 
He him t his frugal Board did call : 160 
There Abrabam ſaw his 'Day and did rejoyce, * 
To Heay'n he rais'd his grateful Eyes and Paice, 
And gave him Tithes of All. . I 
1. Sh, 
"Twas he who did the wand 'ring Jacob” guide ; '* 
"Twas he, who met by Jabbotk's fide 
Thar valiant Shepherd try'd ; 
His more than holy Boldneſs did diſlike, 
And him with gentle Lameneſs ſtrike. 
Gen. 32.25. *T'was he to whom th' expiring Father pray'd, 
When on his Grandſons Head his Hands. he laid, | 
And begs he them as well as him wou'd aid. © 170 
Thus wuncreated Angel 'he, * | 
Whom Moſes in the Buſh did ſee 
When it with lambent Lightning flam'd, 
What Angel elſe thoſe Titles durft have claim'd, 
In every ſacred Page Adonai narni'd: 
Him. Royal Eſay ſaw, whoſe lofty Ye * 
Excels bold Pindar's Dithyrambic ftrain, 
| Him ſaw and lov'd, and learnt his Will, 
Ifaiah 6, Whoſe Glory did the Temple fill, 
Ofrcious Seraphs waited round, 
And Holy ! Holy ! Holy ! ſound, | 
And when with Sacred Fire they touch'd his Tongue, 
Almoſt as loud as them he thus their Maſter ſung. 


IX 


Iſ ai. 9.6,XCs « Sad 1/rael [ Weep no more Ko 
© Dry thoſe vain Tears, thoſe Sighs give oc! 
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© Thy God will thee encreaſe, and'thee reſtore ! 
« He comes, he comes! Welcome as the ſweet Morn 
&« Thar follows tedious Night, the lovely Boy is born ; 
190 * © The lovely Boy, in whole auſpicious Face 
* Already opens each majeſtic Grace. 
« With Yirtues equal to'fo vaſt a' care, 
« Unmoy'd, the Frame'iof 'Heay'n-and Earth he'll bear: 
« But who, alas! who'can proclaims | 
« All his high Titles,: and | his awful Name ? 
<« Proclaim his Titles far abroad ? 
& Stupendous Wiſdom ! Q-. all-pow'rfal God ! 
« —_ Father | for het / 
« With his Eternal Son. | SIT 
200 © O Salem's Prince ! with ſpeed thy Empire gain,” 
*« And otr the peaceful. Nations ever reign | 


F X. 


— Tho\, us, who from the World a diff rence boaſt, 

He with more large Effuſtons does inſpire, 

Not the poor Gentiles-are entirely loft, 

Their Reaſon is a ſpark of his Celeſtial Fire: 

His Beams, than Sol himſelf more ftrong and fair, 

* Enlight'ning all, and every where. | 
They Life and Light at once impart, 

Thro' Error's ſcattering Miſts like Thunder dart 

210 Dire& the Head, and warm the Heart ; 

Altho' alas ! to moſt they uſeleſs be, 

Who, ſtupid, cloſe their Eyes, and will not ſee ; 

H/eleſs to thoſe who in the Twilight ſtay 
When Revelation brings the Day, 

Too ſhort, too dim to ſhew to Fleay'n the Way, 
Yer ſtill there were a wiſer few | 
Inproy'd and pratitisd what they knew, 

' Devout and pious, chaſt and juſt, 

X And did in their anknown Creator truſt , 

220 Theſe ſhall Acceptance find wherecer they live ; 
Who well improve their narrow ſtore, 
Kind Heaven will ſoon indulge 'em more, 


And 
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And greater - Talents iVe. 2 | 
_ Thar faint, that glimrme Ins | 
Which pierces thro" the Clovds, ſhines in ſpight 4 
Of Errors.and of Vice's Night, . 
It follow'd cloſe, will to ſuch Beams convey 
Such orient Luſtre, ſo divine a Ray 
As ſhall increaſe to perfet and eternal Mais 1)... 
- Thar this is: God, the Argument ſtands fair. . 220 
It. can do. all things, and is every where, FE”: 
Or God himſelf; or at leaſt muſt be 
Some Emanation of the Deity. 
The Word Divine, tho” not þ his own 'receiy 'd, 
Expefted by the Fathers, and believ'd. 
In the Meſſa this muſt center'd be, | 
| And if conjoyn'd the Baptiſt, Hear n, and we 
Can ought of Faith deſerve, our Lord is He. 


Surpriz'd a while were all the Sis by, 


With ſuch myſterious'Truths, auguſt and high; | 240 
Poets lequi- Beyond the reach, of narrow Natures Rules, 
Fur. Or Roman Eloquence,' of Grecian Schools : 


Tho' ſomething not unlike in Greece which you - 
Vid. ifs. From antient ſacred Hebrew Fountains drew, 

Your pleaſant Walks divineſt Plato knew : 

Hence the vain Heathen World, and vainer Tribe 

Of Atheiſtic Fools to. thee aſcribe 

Many a noble Truth and Myſtery, 

More ancient than the Grecian Name, or Thee, 

From all the blinded World before conceal 'd, 250 
- And only to the choſen Jews reveal 'd, ; 

Nay, cen by them kept ſecret, and alone _ 

To the few wiſe and good amongſt 'ema known, C 

To all his Followers by our Saviour ſhewn. 

Hence even the learned Dofors they outdo, 

Who wonder d-whence ſuch wond rous things they knew: : 

So thoſe who here—Bur freer than the reſt, 

Thus the Centurion his Surprize expreft. 

*— That you're ggod Men. is eaſily Herd, 

Bur I confeſs I never thought you learn'd : = > nn 

And are the Grecian Arts too hither ſpread >  * 

| For 
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 * Nay een our Virgil, or I gueſs amils, 


X For I perceive, Sir! you have Plato read ! 


For many Strokes of jours reſemble bis. 

X Our Sybils too, who mingling falſe with true, 
I nought believ'd cill "cwas confirm'd by you. 

I find our Roman Writers, to be free, 


Unjuſtly brand you with Barbarity. 


To whom Gamaliel thus replyd, and ſmil 'd: 
Learning which is at Greece and Rome a Child, 


| Has been fo long amongſt the Hebrews known, 


"Tis ar full Age, if not decrepid grown. 
Egypt from us, from us the Grecians drew 


"Their Arts, and as their own they lent *em you, 


Who borrow all you think of us you know, 

X From fabling Greece, and falſer Manetho, 
Who by Abaſes cunningly provide 

Their antient Thefts from all the World to hide. 
What have they that's not ours, had all their due, 
*T were eaſe to convince. you this is true. 

That who the Jews as barbarous contemn, 

Have borrow'd all from us, we none from them, 
Their very Gods, their antient Hiſtory, 


+ Their Shipping, and their boaſted Poetry. 


Letters and Laws—— Half this if you cou'd: prove 
Replies the Roman, you'd my Wonder move, 

Till then, excuſe my Smiles, for Truth to tell 

Yer, Doctor! I'm a very Trfidel. 

I ask no Favour, no- Opponent fear 

Replies the Sage— Lend an impartial Ear, | 

And firft their Gods, with which when wand'ring wide, 
Phenicia all the Heathen World ſupply'd. 

To us their Gods Phenice and Ee ypt owe, 

We only their true. Origin can ſhow. 

X Their antient mighey Jao was the ſame 
With our conceal'd, unutterable Name, 

Their falſe Jove from onr true— Adonai came. 
And he to whom you' did a Temple rear, 

X Was only the Phenician Thunderer. 

Tho' skulking in as many, diff rent Shapes, 

As when employ'd below in Thefts and Rapes. 
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Now Hammon him from anzientChan you call, 
Now Belus name him fron our-injur'd Baal; * 
Your Juno has the ſame Original, 
Howeer diſguisd, as when ſhe once did rove 
Ocer all the Earth in queſt of wand'ring Jove. 
Whether by Sydon nam'd, Baaltis ſhe, * 
Beliſama, or fair 4ſtarte be: * \ 
Where 1s not great Aſtarte known ? the ſame 
Th' Egyptians 1fis, you Diana name, * 3's 
Whom when your Matrons fruitful Pangs invade 
They loud invoking cry, Lucinda aid! * 
Now Berecynthia, Mother of the Gods, * 
A Huntreſs ſhe in 1da's ſacred Woods ; : 
Rhea the ſame, the ſame with both the Moon, * 
Whoſe beauteous ſilver Rays make Nizhts pale Noon. 
Thus track 'em to the Spring and ſtill you're poor, 
Your Gods but few amidſt your boaſted Fore, 
In vain you one poor 1dol oft divide, 
He's ſtill the ſame however multiply'd; | 320 
The ſame in vain's in different figures thrown, | 
All your Three hundred Joves are ſcarcely one ; * 
From ®hbenice firſt he round the World did rove, 
Old Saturn, Moloch, Phebus, all but Jove. 
' Roundly you all aſſert, but Sir, I fear 
The Roman urg'd, we little proof ſhall hear. 
Sol, Saturn, Jove— You young and old confound, 
In Errors endleſs Circle wand'ting round, 
- Aſtarte, Iſis, Juno —_How the ſame? 
What likeneſs in their Worſhip or their Name ? 330 
How from Phenicians we, and they from you 5 
Derive their Gods? and if th' 4ſſertion's true - 
How you'll avoid the ſhame of Idols too. 
To your 0bjeftions freely I'll reply, 
And doubt not but Ichem ſhall /atisfie, 
Rejoyns Gamaliel—- You mult with me bear 
While firſt the riſe of Idols I declare. 
When Man forgot his God, he ſoon began 
Himſelf t' adore, and make a God of Man : | 
Wich God's true Knowledge all good Arts beſide, 340 
In a few Centuries decay'd and dy'd: | | 
The 
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| The wicked World grew barbarous agen ; 


X As cer the Flood, and mon#itrous Beaſts and Men 
Rang'd or the Plains, the Strong the Weaker awe; 


Love then was only Luſt, and Force was Law : 


Amongſt the reſt ſome-tew bright Spirits aroſe 
Who Shield the Weak, and Force with Force oppole; 
Incenſe as well as Praiſe the Yulgar bring, 

Nor was't enough to make a Heroe, King ;. 

Bur of their Benefafors they devile 

Prodigious Tales, and' numerous grateful Lies : 
A Centaur then who cer a- Horſe beſtrod, 

And he that kilfd_a Bear was made a God, 

Of ſome departed Father, Friend or Lord 

They firſt an Image form'd, and then ador'd : 
While others, with above the reſt cou'd boaſt 
Their $kill and Anowledge of the heavenly Zoft, 
How all things by the Sun's-kind Influence. grow, 
*X And Seas, as Luna bids them, ebb and flow ; 
What friendly Influences fill the Skees, 

When o'er th' Horizon the ſweet Pleiads rife, 
X Or mighty Mazzeroth, thro” ſilent Night 
Scatters profuſe his Donatives of- Light ; 

Thele Corn'd their Adoration there'to give, 
From whence they cou'd no Benefit receive, 
While to the glorious Bodies plac'd above, 

X Which ſome thought living, for they ſaw 'erm move 
Which chearful Feat and Light to all diſpeale, 
* And as they dream, ſome lecret Influence, 


370 Which as they pleas'd, wnbleſt or happy make, 


To theſe, by a too incident miſtake 

To human Mmds, they thing: they all things owe, 
Which from the firſt Great Cauſe of Cauſes flow ; 
Theſe they adore, not him did them create, 

Their kindly properties they celebrate. 

Hence came the antient Mythologic Tribe, 

Who ſecret venerable Names alcribe | 

To whact they worſhip'd, tho' as Time roll'don, 
The Reaſon of the Name perhaps unknown, 


38 Yer Foorſteps of our Language ſtill remain, 


In ſpite of Time and Ignorance lo plain, ; 
They their firſt Origin wou'd hide in vain, 


Ce  Some« 
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Sometimes their Heroes they, and Stars wou'd* join, 
And both t' oblige, they make 'em both Drome-: 
At others, they import, afraid, and loth | 

To diſoblige ena, Gods of Foreign growth : 

Fiſh, Fowl and _ and Mar their Gods they call, 
Nay to make all things fure, the Fiends and all. * 
They'd need ſome: kind of Pantheon now provide, 
So much ar laſt the Race is multiply'd, 290 
Which neither they nor we can Marſhal right, 
For Truth is one, but Errar infinite : pt 
How e'r we've yet foe glimm'ring Tracks of Light, 
Some Marks in moſt, which not unlikely ſhow, 
From whence at firſt they came, where c'cr they go. 
Moſt of Phenician growth and Language be, : 


The ſame we now in fruitful Egype ſee, 
Firſt founded on our Tongue, or Hiſtory. 
Of Jove, if more there necd, Fll prov't agen, | 
Father by you eſteem'd of Gods and Men, . 400 
Now him Baalſamen,' the Phenicians call 7 | 
Great Lord of Heav'n, now Eliun, Belus, Baal, oc 
"Tis plain they only mean the Sun, by all. 

| Moloch and Belus is with them the ſame, * * 
Saturn with both, the diff*rence- but in name ; * 
Thele one Inſcription oftirogerher ties, ® 
Alike their Form, alike their Sacrifice. * 
To both the Nations their Betylia raiſe, * 
And both far more for Fear, than Love they praiſe. * 
Agen, that Ijis, . Io, Juno, are - hae . 410 
The ſame, your own bleft Writers oft declare. * 
The ſame their way of Life, all giv'n'to rove, 
And all, (but one igdeed,) the Wife ob Jove. ® 
All korn'd alike theft Syſves we ſee, * - "_ 
Whence Jove himfebt wo in the mode muſt be, 
For Iſis, cer to Libyan Wafts he fled,” | 
With her own dehible Grown adorn'd his Head. * 
Bur what's fiorgplain than thar fo odd a Dreþ 
In Fergie did the Moon exprefs 2 * Ff 
Tho' ſomethiug: further too was their intgHht;, 420 
Their ſacred Ox did-Foſeph repreſent ; *//; | 
Him thea t' a Star they jain'd,” and Tong before 
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Your Rome was Rome, his Creſt their Idols wore ; 

E'en their Aſtronomy by us was taught, - 

* By Father Abraham firſt from Chaldee brought, 

X Whether from Seth's eternal Pillars learn'd, 

Or by Traditions glimm'ring Light diſcern'd. 

* To. them the uſe of Letters long unknown, 

X Their boaſted Hermes ours, and not their own, 

X Nay cen the old Chaldeans ſacred Fire, 

Which Delphos, yau, and all the World admire, 

Your Peſta, Perſfia's Mitra, are but one, 

The ſame with Moloch, Ammon, and the Sun. 

Wich as much eaſe I ſhall convince you ſoon 

Aſtarte 's Juno, Tfis, and the Moon : 

Th' Egyptian 1/is, Queen of Feay'n you name 

X Your Juno, our 4ſtarte is the ſame, 

* And all the Moon, in Yenys all agen 

You find, great Mother ſhe of Gods and Men. 
See then whence your Divinities do flow ! 

Or Sun and Moon above, or Men below. 

Your Yulgar cen their Images implore, 

And the leſs ſtupid ſacred Blocks adore ; 

From place to place where cer they travIling come 

Officious, carry, or they'd ſtay'd at home 

For whatſoever their falſe Prieſts declare, 


| Thar Gods meet Gods, fierce-juſtling in the Air, c 


450 


Further than them their Yotaries did bear, 
They never ſtirrd — Thus came Aſtarte o'er 
X To Gprus firſt, from the Sidonion ſhore, 
Cypria, and Þ aphia call'd, and thence went on 
* From Iſle to Iſle, and paſt ſcaria gone 


 X At Samos touch'd, where they her Temple rais'd, 


X And by the Grecian Name of Juno prais'd : 
Whence Men the neighb'ring Land Ionia ſtile, 
And Samos bears the name of Juno's Iſle: of 


X Nor far remov'd other Erythians live, 
To whom the neighb'ring Goddeſs Name did give, 


460 By Ctheron to rich Trinacria's ſhore, 


Fair Erycina call'd, when watfted o'er 
* Melita paſt, thence her the Tyrians bore. 
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Your Riyal Carthage — Weft to utmoſt ground; 
They next proceed, where no more World is found ; 
To Gades, and the rich Terteſſian ſtrand 

Arriv'd, and fierce Geryon's fertile Land, 

Whom their brave Captain ſlew in manful Fight, 
And ſeizes his rich Iſle by Congueft's right; | 
Its Name it changes, and it chang dts Lord, 470 
Brythia call'd, from Fenus there ador'd ; * 

| Now Aphrodifia it the Antient's ſtile, F 

Aſtarte now, now Juno's ſacred Iſle, * 

Nay, thro' Herculean ſtraits ne'er paſt before * 


By her old Name to thoſe new Walls they found * 


To that new World without their Gods they bore, * 
Whoſe fair white Rocks oppole the Celtic ſhore * 
Where Cz/ar late, for Life, not Honour fought, * 
And at fo dear a Price their Conqueſt bought, 
Bell and Aſftarte known and worſhipp'd there, * 
And Taramis,” the dreaded Thunderer. * 480 
It back agen to Eaſt you turn your Eye, ; 

In the Red Sea a little Ile you'll ſpy 

Which Erythra, the name pronouncing falſe, * 

The Fabling Grecian for Frythia calls: 

To /enus here a Fane the. Tyrians found, 

And gave her the whole Iſle as ſacred Ground. 

From her 4ſtarte term'd — Still further on, ® _ 

Paſt cen the Ethiopian Floods they're gone, 

There early and wndreſt ſurpriz'd the Sun: 

Where he retir'd, left Mortals ſhou'd behold, 490 
By Heav'nly Art turns the bleſt Earth to Gold. * 

Where Gomer's Land thruſts out its double head * 

To Weſt of Ganges-Gulf, cen there they ſpread 

Their 1dols praile, tho' by a different Name, 

Colias, is Venus call'd, tho' ſtill the ſame. * 

Next more to Eft, 'threat'ning the Seas and Skies, 

Out-ſtretch'd the Corean Promontory lies ; * 

Near where a Town the Natives Cory ſtile, 

In Taproban, that antient Indian Iſle | 
Which eafily, I think may be. believ'd 500 
From Chora, Juno's Name, their own receiv'd:. * 
Nor more than her has Jove himſelf ſtood ſtill, 
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540 


Firſt born to Crete, and then to 1da's Hill. 
Now you at fam'd Olympas him might view ; 
Then wand'ring with the Corybantic Crew, 
The Thracian Samos him did entertain, 


F Where he did with the ſad Cabiri reign. 


Thus far we 're then advanc'd, and you I've ſhown ? 


Thar I/is, Juno, Venus are bur one ; 

As Moloch, Saturn, Hammon and the Sun, 

Thar thoſe choice Gods were from Phenicia born 
From utmoſt Weſt, to utmoſt riſing-morn : 

What yer remains as caſie 'tis to clear, 

That they'd their very Names and Language here, 

As Greece and you from them, and yet that we 
Cannot be blam'd for their 1dolatry, 

Beelſamen, Aſhteroth, Baaltis Baal, 

Howe'er fince chang'd from their Original, 
Muſt ar the firſt be own'd pure Hebrew all. 

Some Names of God, which the vain Mimic Tribe 
Of 1dol-ſlaves to their falſe Gods aſcribe ; 

(Thoſe with ſo high an Honour cannot boaſt, 

Ar leaſt claim Kindred with the Heav'nly Hoſt : ) 

If hard enough, they well contented be, 

For then there's ſomeching in'r of myſtery : 

Like our unutterable Name "twill ſhow, 

Tho' not their Prieſts themſelves the meaning know. 
From Hebrew Fiiſtories ill-underſtood, 

They ſometimes borrow ; hence with humane Blood, 
Barbarous, Heay'ns angry King they ltrive c attone, 
With Yirtue and with Mercy pleas'd alone. 

X Hence Moloch's cruel Food to antient Tyre 

Where precious Vittims ted their ſacred Fire, 

X Thence did the Savage Rites ro Carthage come, 
And thence, it I'm not mil-iatorm'd, ro Rome ; 
Where oft your bravelt Youth devoted dies, 

Or them, to fave the Herd you ſacrifice. 

X The ſame curſt Offerings are in Albion made, 
When of their dreadful painted Foes afraid. * 

From T/aac all, whole Father's Faith to try | 
His Friend his Son requir'd, but wou'd not let hin dye. 
Ill Apes of what they think from us they learn, | 


Or 
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Or by Traditions glimm'ring Beams diſcern 
Thoſe two great Lights our Books deſcribe, which ſway * 


By their ſuccefiive motion night and day ; 
Hence by thoſe Lights the ſtupid Gentiles pray, 
Now ſeveral Hero's they in one compriſe, 
To ancient Truths new Dreams and Tales devile, 
And oft they know not whom they Idolize ; 
Now mighty Nimrod they their Bacchus make, 550 
Then our great Moſes for the ſame miſtake ; * 
Who ſometimes muſt the fam'd Taautes be, 
The German and Egyptian Mercury. 
That Letters did from us, and Learning flow 
The Elements themſelves, conſulted, ſhow. 
From us had yours their Order, Names and Pow'rs, 
Their very Form not much eſtrang'd.from ours. 
Cadmus who taught the Grecians firſt to write, ® 
What was he bur a Coward Cadmonite ? 
Who long in Rocks and Holes was skulking laid, 
Of God's and Jeſhua's vengeful Sword afraid, 
Whence their old Stories, mingling falſe with true, 560 
Make him at laſt a Serpent's Form indue : * 
Nor only this, the Letters Colour too 
Where large and great, their Origin canfeſs, 
Their riſe in glorious Thrian ſtains expreſs. 
Thoſe Letters firſt to the Phenicians came, * 
From Grandfare Sem, and Father Abraham, 
Whoſe mighty Pray'rs, nor leſs prevailing Hand 
Incredible! with his (mall faithful Band, 
From four invading Kings (et free their grateful Land: 
Then, Arts and Pizty amongſt 'em brought, 570 


' Which Abraham Sem, Sem holy Noah taught ; 


Whoſe ſtory learnt, like his they Feſſels wrought, * 

And coaſting, travers'd many a diſtant ſhore, 

E'er Rome was Rome, or Grecia handled Oar. 

This he whoſe Birth-place Samos boaſts well knew, * 

Whom Fame of Hebrew Knowledee hither drew, 

Nor thought his Blood roo dear a price, to learn 

Thoſe ſacred Truths which only we diſcern ; 580 
Theſe once obtain'd, the precious Treaſure bore 

To Croton's Walls, and your Calabrian ſhore, 


The Life of CHRIST. 


per rn SE ITE—_ 


X This learn'd Hermippas owns, who with dclight 

And diligence his Maſter's Life did write ; : | ' 

This Plato's ſelf had done, whole piercing He 

Unveil d, beheld our deepeſt Myſteries, £ 

* Had that great Man but been as Juſt as Wiſe: 

His own and many he from us receiv d, 

And.our myſterious Triad he beliey d: 

* His P/yche, Logos, Bn, what can they be, 
590 But Elobim's great undivided Three? - © 

| Who Cer his Works with: curious Fyes ſurvey'd, 

Wou'd there perceive a World of Nothing made, 

By the firſt Cauſe ; the Angels, and the Fall, 

And ſtrokys of our great Moſes in them all. 

7 Whom the firſt Legiſlator you muſt own , 

The Founder he of written Laws alone. 

Nor was this uſeful 4rt by him conceal'd, 

By God to him, by hin to us reveal'd, 

X Before 'Troy's War, as from our Books appears, | 
600 By many rolling Centuries of years. 

Hence Grecian Lawgiverstheir Pandefts drew, 

Who when they of. ſo-rich a Treaſure knew, 

X Did to our neighb ring lfles from Greece retire, 

And ſteal ſome ſparks of our Celeſtial Fire. 

X Tousthe Attic Laws, efteem'd: ſo wile, 

X To them your old Twelve Tables: owe their Rife. 

For Poetry, 'which you your ſelves confeſs 

X An Heay nly Art, and we believe no leſs ; 

Long cer twas ape d in Greece, we. had it here, 
610 And can aflign the Century, the ear, 

When our beſt Authors floariſh'd, yet we ſhow 

Their Works, which true and Zenuine all we know, 

Within our ſacred Archives kept with care, 

* Each Line, each Word, each Letter number'd there. 

Then Poetry was pure, a V:Bal then, 

The A4&s of God ſhe ſung, and God:like Men ; 

By the Great Sacred Spirit himſelf inſpir'd, - 

And not by Wine, or Gain, or Paſion fird : 

Poet and Prophet then. indeed the ſame, © 
620 Their m— not. an empy Name. 
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Paſt, future, preſent at one vlance they fee, 
Gen. 49- Fathers their Children bleft in Poetry. 
When righteous Heav'n ſome monſtrous Thrants crimes 
Exod.15. Avengd, his Fall they ſung in ſacred Rhimes ; 
How on the Clouds yreat EFhim conq ring rod, 
And all the ancient glorious Wats of God ; 
Nor did ſuch God-like: Men forget to praiſe, 
Whom for thoſe arduous Works he pleas'd to raiſe ; 
Good Princes, which by ©ſuffering bad, we know 
The beſt good thing-Heav'n can on Man beſtow; 630 
For Love they praiſe, not ſordid Hopes of Gain, 
Reward enough to ſhare their peaceful Reign. 
To wicked Nations-they juſt Plagues fore-tel, . 


Bur promiſe to the virtuous All things well ; 

And Heav'n with Signs atteſts their Oracle.” | 
This ſaw th' A4rch-Fiend, and better to beguile 

The Nations, ſtrove, to ape the ſacred Style. * 
But il ar firſt ſuecceded the defgen, = 

His Prieſts invoking him, and all thenime, 

With much of pam wrung out one doggrel Line. * 
Rough and defornid. with caſe their Author known, 
Ev'n Envies (elf wou'd think '*em Satan's own. 

Ah ! had he ſuch a Poet ſtill remain'd, 

He ne'r had thus the cheated World enchain'd : 
Some Renegades to his fide he drew, 

Who ſomething of our ſacred-Learning knew ; 
Old Linus, ful enticing croſs the Seas * 

The Maſter of the Tyrian Hercules ; * 

Famed Orpheus next, whoſe hoc unnat ral Blood 
Stain'd the wild Thracian Fields, and Hebrus Flood 5 + 650 
His Priefts and Poets they, his rites attend, 

File his rough Yerfe, his frightful. Style they mend ; 

And that they might not him ungrateful call, 

He to requite 'em, made 'em Laureats all. 

Aided by them his 1ol-iworſhip ſpread, 

And all the World ador'd the Stars or Dead : 

Yer all by Rote they ſung, . the Prince of Night 

Yer had not taught his Yotaries to: write: © 


640 


Nor he himſelf, who:next ſucceeded theſe 
The Grecian Bard, -old Meleſigenes 660 
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His Works cer ſaw to written Rolle conliyty d * 
Worſe than the Sibjls,' warid ting in MOI (1 ot 
* Bur leaning /on a Staff, (the Bard. inde I 

T” his Harp he fung, his: Follow'rs'do the' Gaimey\." 
Thence Rhapſodies his-ſcatter'd' Fragmems mame.! *! © 


But. to whatever diſtant Fields they've gone, 23 6H. 


Our Siloam firſt ſupply'd their Helicon, * 5) fk 90 7 


Something of the firſt Taſt:there ſtill remains; ** ' 719% 


& 


Tho' ting'd with-paſling thro': ſuch wurious Feins, © 

X Hence his fam'd Chaos;\ drew th' Aſor aan Sag” 

And many a-God that fills kis antic P, 7” JELALSIES 

Hence ev'a your Ovid his;:and if y 3h. Pl 5. Re 

Whence we our Learning; we rmore' juſtly enquire, *' 

Whence he the 01d World's Fload; the New's laſt fated' _ 
He faid, and /paus'd— The Roman, —F muſt own *: 


Far mote than'l could cer believe you've owe" 


Evincing clear to ari impartial Pizw | 
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That all the World has been at Schoo! with you ;* - Ip 


And there's ſome reaſon for the Nation's Pride, 
Whom we unjult, as barbaroys deride, | 


For thoſe I've left, I've yet ſome Charity; 


Far more our ſelves — But might 1, Sit, be Free, | 7 | 


And in my Judgment, 'you 7dolatry 


Unjuſtly on 'eni charge; for Imagts, 
* They only make the Properties expreſs, 


Of that Great Jove who fills the Thund'rers Throne, hl 


Whom King of Heay'n-and Earth we all muſt own: 

Nor ſcarce the ſtupid Fulgars ſelves believe 

Thoſe Images relief or aid can give ; = 2 

Only deſigt ign'd ro fix the Thoughts and Eye, od 

And G rice at once we ſcarce can mount ſo hi gh, I 

Or apprehend Heav'ns boundleſs Majeſty, ' 

Whar fits frail Mortals ſhorter feps they take, 

The Mediums theſe of their Devotions make : 

This better ſtill Catrain, for this beſide 

They all their Train of leſſer Joves provide; 

In theſe their Weakneſs and their Maker's State 

Conſult, ' betwixt 'em both'they mediate, | 

For fince when hire, they Mortals ne'er did fait; 

Much more the Herves will; when Gods, px BY 
D d 
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If this the v#lzarGods; much rather than - 
The mighty Mother-bothi of Gods and Men, - 


The. glorious Qyeen-of Heav'n that reigns above, 


The pow'rful Mother of our mortal Jove. ® - 
Tfis her ſelf, who:may her Son command,  * . 
And ſtop the Thunder:in his lifred Hand. 
The faireſt Plea that is, or cer can be, : 
Reply'd the Sage, for their Zdolatry' : 


, & } 


. 


You've now produc, and if I that confute, 


I've then for ever filenc'd this Diſpute. 


That they the very Image don't adore, - 
I muſt diſſent, ſince evident we {ce 
In numerous Inſtances the contrary. 


For what you've urg'd, and oft has been before, 


From theſe all gogd they ask, all bad they fear, 


Theſe they from rongquer'd Cities with them. bear ; * 


They to the very Image lift their Eyes, 


To that pay Incenſe, ' Pray'rs, and Sacrifice; . 
If then their Incenſe, '/ows, and Truſt, and Prayr, 


Not proper Afts of Adoration are, 
We fain wou'd krow what * 


tis they ſuch believe ? 


What have they more to Jove himſelf to give ? 


Beſides, if them they Mediums only made, 
Why ſhould not all alike Devotion aid > - 
Why glutted this with Pray'r and Sacrifice, 
Whule that forſaken.and negleted lics > 


Where foul and old he, for and wayward grown, 


Half #arv'd to Death fits gloomy on. his Throne. 


Whilſt o'er his Mouth their Nets the Spiders ſpread, 
And Owls and Bats perch on his Godſhips Head. 


Why they the great Diana magnihie, 
To all her Siſter 1dols her prefer, 


That dropt from Heay'n— Unleſs ker PrieFs do he? 
| Tho' as well made ſubſtantial Blocks as her ? 


Thoſe whom they chule for greater Eaſe and State, 


Betwixt their Jove and them to mediate, 
Whom they their Demy-Geds or Heroes call 


Were now the worſt of Men, now none at all, * 


Meer fabled Names ; now Death's and Hell's 
In Satyr's or in human Form ador'd. * 
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. And did not he, as your own Books declare, 


Bur grant 'em good, yet wou'd it, think you, be 
A Teſtimony of your Loyalty 

To ſnatch your Prince's Scepter from his Hand, 

And contrary to his expreſs Command 

That and his Crown to ſome great Courtier bring, 

And ſeated on his Throne,” ſalute him Xing ? 
Agen, if we this baffed Plea ſhou'd take, 

Thar Stocks and Men they only Mediums make; 

Een this, if God himſelf a Judg may be, 


Reaſon or God, 1s ſtill 1dolatry. | 
For Reaſon's (elf declares, the Deity 
A_ Spirit unbodied, boundleſs, ſample, pure, 
And thence can no baſe mimic Form endure. F 
This een your antient Law-givers contels, 
X Old Numa's Temples knew no Images. * 
Our ſacred Books in every Page declare, 
God's Glory he with others ſcorns to ſhare. 
All Images forbid in that Command 
Spoke by th' Amighty's Voice, writ by th' Almighty's Hand, q 
So plain expreſt, *twill no Excuſe admit, | 
No vain perverſe Eſſay of humane Wit. 
Nor yet, replies the Roman, mult I yield, 
Once more I'll charge before I quit the Field. 
No /olid Reaſon cer I yet _ {ce 
Why that Command you urge confin d mult be 
To luch a Senſe, ſince God by whom 'twas writ 
Morxe largely ſeems himſelf © interpret it : 
Did not that Moſes whom you all admire 
When God he met in Sinai's Smoak and Fire, 
Obſerve his Laws, and his Dire&ion take, 
*X By that, exact, your moving Temple make? 


Place glorious Forms with Wings extended there ? 

Beſides, if you a final end of Strife, | 

A Rale exa#t and ſure, of Faith and Life, 

Thole ſacred Books affirm, the World contemn, 

How comes it you your ſelves appeal from them | 

X Your Corban you'd unwillingly decide 

By that, but take Tradition as your Guide. | 
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By which the Form of God was never ſhown, 

| Bur of thoſe bright Attendance round his Throne, 
"Theſe there by his expreſs Command were wrought, 
Tho' of their Worſhip yet we never thought. 


The Rabbi thus —. The Cherubm we own, 


Not viſible, how can they Idols be, 
Or Images ador d we never fee ? 


And he himſelf no more but once a ear. 


Ot 


For what you further argue, to be free, 
her Opponents you muſt ſeek than me : 


Corban for Corban's lelf mult plead, I fear, 
But if their uſual Arguments you'd hear, 

®* A Youth there is at ancient Tarſus bred, 

, Of Hebrew Race, whole Father lately dead 
Him to my Charge committed, deeply read 


In all that Rome or Athens yet have known, * 


In boaſted Grecian Learning, and our own ; 
Deeply in all our Principles mbu'd, 


Altho' too hot his Zeal, too warm his Blood : 


In him, or I miſtake, if you're mnclin'd 
His Force to try— | | 
You'll no contemptible Opponent find, 


Gladly, rejoyns the Roman, wou'd I hear 
Their urmolt ſtrength, bur ſince my own I fear, 


Leſt a good Cauſe, and this I'm ſure is ſo, * 
Diſgrace by an ill Champion undergo, 
The Argument I gladly wou'd tranſmit 


To thele good Men, who oft have hand['d it : 


Ofc have they heard, with Eloquence Divine 


This Topic manag'd 


by their Lord and mine : 


None c'en o'ch* Prieſts themſelves might enter there, 
None but great Aaron's mitred Succeſſor, 


; 


(For fince for me ſuch mighty Works h' has ſhown, 


*T were baſe, if I his Service ſhou'd diſown :) 


Whom both at Feafts, and Synagogues I 've heard: 
As of Traditions he his Senſe declar'd, | 
And cen your $e& who. teach 'em, nothing ſpar'd. 
The fair Propoſal, James, defir'd by all | 
Accepts, when ſpeedy, at Gamalief's call 
His Pulpit enters, whe no ſooner knows 


The 


78g 


790 


$00 


$10 


/ 


The Life of CHRIST 


205 


820 


$40 


350 


The Cauſe, but glad his Art and Zeal he ſhows; 
Thus, eager, all Opponents did prevent, 
Full of himſelf, and the lov'd Argument. 

Still were thoſe wholſom Laws aur Fathers made 
In force, nor thus deſpis'd, and diſobey'd ; 
Who their Traditions break, condetnn'd, t expire 
X Midſt 
That wou'd the cur Tranſereſſors beſt coafute, 
For. ever ſilence the abhorr d Diſpute : 
X Bur ſince our antient —_— is broke, 
Our Shoulders worn beneath the Conqrers Yoke, 
With Reaſon's Sword we now content mult be; 
With that alone extirpate Hereſie : | 
*X Whoſe Patrons, ſacred oral Truths deny, 
And to the Scripture till for ſhelter fly : 
* « For Herefies have all the . ſame pretence, 


« And quote the Scripture in their own defence : 


Thus ] demonſtrate then from Reaſon's School, 

*X The Word is neither clear, nor perfett Rule. 
Not clear —It car't the doubtful Senſe declare, 
« When Piles meer Piles, contending in the Air, 
&« Squadrons of Texts drawn out oneither fide, 
How ſhall the controverted Truth be try'd, 
Without a laſt Appeal to ſome unfailing Guide ? 


And where {hou'd that, ſearch all the World around, 


Bur in th' High Prieſt and Sanbedrim be found ? 
Not perfet+ is the Word, fiance much is loft 

Of what the ancient Hebrew Charch cou'd boaſt ; 
And Moſes {elf did to the Gmides commit 
Many a ſacred Truth that ne'er was writ : 
Thoſe Cabala, the Fathers did receive, 
To the great Smagorue and Exra leave, 


By theſe the doubtful Word it (elf is try'd, 

They our «xerring Rule, the Church our Guide. 
« Thus ev'ry Aze does on another move, 

« And truſts no farther than the next above. 
<« Our good old Doftors always took this way, 
<« Each asks but what he heard his Fqgher lay, 


As they to us, theſe all Diſpates decide, 


All doom'd to Death who dar'd their Sentence di/obey. 


ſhow'rs of Stones, or ſheets of deadly Fire, 


; 


; 


Thus 


. 
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Thus he, with zealous Fury in his Eyes, $60 
To whom thus, temperate, the Saint replies. 
With thoſe who are to your ſageSe# inclin'd, 


Beyond groſs Senſe and Reaſon too refin'd, 
The ſureſt way to ſee is to be blind; 
That thus, their Eyes ſubdu'd, and mortifi d, 
They, with Tradition's broken Reed ſupply'd, 
May grope about for ſome unerring Guide. 
That Criminal muſt have a deſperate Cauſe, 
Whoſe only Plea'sr' object againſt the Laws : 
The Statute's clear, but thoſe it won't acquit 850 
May well uſe all their Ski to darken it. | 
Caſt by plain Texts, you to your ſelves appeal, 
By your own Votes declar'd infallible. 
Reaſon and Scripture both alike cry down, * 
Since they defend not you, you them diſewn. 
You urge not Reaſon, you, but its pretence, 
Not Scripture, but falſe Gloſſes drawn from thence, 
Reject—Bur is it not the ſame if you, 
Mult the ſole Judges be of falſe and true ? 
Reaſon you plead, if you it ſeems t* acquit, $86 
Bur if condemn'd, its Fote you won't admit. 
Bur till, if private Reaſon you pretend 
Muſt be the Judg, Diſputes will never end: 
Were this ſuppos'd, you could but thence infer, 
That Men muſt fill be Men, and ſtill may err. 
Nor ſhall they that, if they with Minds prepar'd, 
A bigher Guide than Reaſon's ſelf regard, 
Attending, free from Prejudice and Sin, 
The Word without, th' uafailing Spirit within. 
Still you complain the Scriptures are not clear, | $90 
And you the Spirits mult try before you bear : 
Your meaning is, you fairly both rejeft; - 
For both Tradition and the Church erect : 
” Burt what can eaſier be to underſtand 
Than God's own Word, his own expreſs Command ? 
Or what's more plain than that on no prerence 
Deut.r3.32. You ought muſt add, or ought diminiſh thence 2 
Plal. 119. Thar this bleſt Law gil perfeft is, and pure, 
Nor can Tradition's baſe Alloy endure. - 


- 
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Perfeft as well as clear, approv'd and try'd, 

In every part of Life a Rule and Guide. 

In Faith and Life the Scriptures both avail, 
Nor can you give one Inſtance where they fail. 
The juſteft Notions they, of God, impart, 

And teach to ſerve him with an humble Heart, 
Deſcribe the Terms of Happineſs, and more, 
That wond'rous Price who ſhall the World reſtore, 
X That Chriſt, that trie Meſſia we adore : 

By whom, if ought from Ages paſt coriceal'd, 
The Father's Will's entirely now reveal'd. 

If then ſome Books are loft, (which if they ate, 


Where's the Zigh Priefts and Elders boaſted Care? ) 


This not affe&s the reft, ſince ſtill we find 

A clear and perfe& Rule is lefr behind. 

Much of the Cabala, fo highly prizd _ 

* Are Trifles by the Learned World deſpis'd ; 

X Your Sephiroth are Truths i'th' Scriptures plain, 
But darkend whilſt you them 4nfolt in yain. 
Exra and the great Synagogue you boaſt, 

Whoſe Dofrine both and Piety you've loſt : 


Beſide the Word; for them in vain you'd trace 
X One ſtep beyond the Haſmomean Race. 
Fallacious all thoſe Arguments you ule, 

And for Infallibility produce : 


Much younger thoſe Traditions you embrace C 


' Tho' manayg'd they with all your 4t arid Care, 


They {till againſt plain Fa# expreſly bear ; 
For.tho' High Prieſt and Sanhedrim you lay 
Can without Error ſhew to Heav'n the way, 
"Tis plain to Senſe, you this unjuſtly boaft, 


Themſelves in Error oft, or Fices loft : 


X Sometimes th' Fhgh Prieſts, as you muſt own, embrace 


Th abhorr'd Opinions of curft Sader's Race ; 
X The Elders too, as ſacred Writ avers, 
Have Iſrael's God deny'd, and turn'd Hdolaters : 
And can two crooked Lines compole one right ? 
Two Fiites ever make an Infinite ? 

But what the Fathers told, you muſt believe, 
Since ſuch good Men nor coud, nor wou'd deccive, 
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Soon fill the "dazed World wich ge Lg Mr 
Gentile and Jeu ſhall his bleſt Law Teeave, \ mot: NY | 
Vain 1dols, and as. Vain Traditions. MEE ads ood b- 
Ev'n you yourſelf —Ugleſs amiſs 1. -" HEN TER Ys 4: 
_ In the wnerring Glaſs 'of. Propheſie, -\ ; EE, oe \ D316 A 
- ou, who Oo Eereely) 'NOW- Our. Law oppo 6) <3 lo conf - 
- And think us Gods at 'once, and Gfar's Foes, it £1. 
Struck to the Earth by. a kind daxling EV 
Your Conqueror ſhall to Geneile Warlds proclaim,: . [Name 
| And round the ſpacious Globe ſhall ſpread the Chriſtian | 
He ſaid, th' young 'Diſpu eg tfurious the 
I weak, and a7 £ 


Some Notion [1 biby d a ep yet ner iy Maid, 3 8! 
Theſe in their.»/ual Words. Fl urge, nor fear * : 
To find a 7uj and candid Anſwer here. © 3 
You know that Se& all fature. Life decry; RT IG + 
All immaterial Subſtances deny : - Rs 

A Spirit they'll. not believe; unleſ they fe, | 
What they've no Notion of can, never be, 

No irate th: ill,, or Joys for thoſe. live ally 
They 12-2 idle Ties ; at: Heav'n and Hell. 
Thoſe d wt Hope s and Fears alike deſpile,. | 
Impoſſible to them - Dead ſhould riſe ; 

Much leſs, ſhou'd they an after-ſate, receive, 
Cou'd ought therein of-endleſs Pains believe, 
Since finite Sin is diſproportion'd quite, 

They think to Puniſhment that's mfinite, 


And 
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- And in dark. Nothing's Chaos floating lye, 
Who wou'd not rather wiſh a bleſt Eternity ? 
ena fo 


And hard, for Thoughts.or wand ring or impure, 
We ſhou'd rt eternal Ages pains endure. 
This is the ſum of what they Reas'ning call, 
The reſt Scurrility, and Nonſenſe all. 

Thus, modeft he objefts, thus calm and wile; 
He who of antient Rama nam'd, replies. 

Thar immaterial Subſtance cannot be, 
Becauſe ſome can't conceive 'r, and none can ſee, 
With caſe is anſwer'd — Brutiſh Atbeiſts own 
They can't conceive a God, but is there none ? 
Ask the received Senſe of all Mankind! 

Is there no Sun becanſe the Beetle's blind ? 

* Their Breath, the Air, their Thoughts they catinot ſee; 
Yer ſtill they Breathing, Thinking Creatures be. 

That God's a Subſtance *tis confeſt by all, 

Whom, but Blaſpbemers, none material call > 

* Matter's extended, paſſive, finite own'd; —_ 

If God be ſuch, he's from his Heav'n dethron'd,; 
Equal with that vile Man of Duſt he made; 


| Nay lower yet, and nearer Nothing laid. 


He mult have Parts, Mutation muſt prevail 


Oeer his weak Frame, © and what may change may fail, 
Angelick minds who ever reign above, 

Ay hymning the Great Spring of Joy and Love; 

Theſe are all Spirits, . for they, tho* young and fair 
They ſeem to Men, dreſt in light robes of 4g; 
Their buſineſs done their: ſhort-liv'd Bodies 1: 
Their elemented Form the Winds receive. 

Looſe from dull matters Laws no longer ſtay, 
Burt the next moment think themſelves away ; 
Preventing ev n th''amaz'd SpeFators Eyes, 

From Eaſt to Weſt, from Earth to Paradiſe ; 
And from the Altar oft to Heav'n aſpire 
In Clouds of curling Smoak, and Gloke of Fire. 
Can you ſuch Pow'rs'as theſe-in Matter find 2 
Can ought do this, -unleſs abſtrafted Mind? 


There is a Spirit in Man, th' Almighty's Breath ; 
Someching Divine, that muſt ſurvive his' Death. 
Who can with Patience think he all mult die, 
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If Man, as Sadec dreams, all matter were, 

How cou'd he apprehend, compound, infer ? 

How Univerſals torm, Refle&, or Will, 

And on thoſe 4#s make new Reflefions (till ? 

How Sciences invent, or Arts deviſe, 

And ev'n by Folly and Miſtakes grow wiſe ? 

How everlaſtmg Poems, Works divine, 

Which to compoſe both Earth and Heav'n mult join; 

How theſe produce, how weave each Notion there, 

And give each ſtubborn Thought its Turn and 4ir? 1030 
As ſoon wild Atoms into Whirlpools hurl'd, $ 

Might make this beauteous Poem of the World. 

A heap of Letters in a Mirror ſeen, | 

As ſoon might form great Maro's Works therein. 

If all were Matter, Sadoc argues well, 

Wou'd no Hereafter be, no Heay'n or Ell ? 

All wou'd be Fate, and Man as juſtly then 

Might puniſh Stones, as God cou'd puniſh Men. 

But ſhan't the Judge of all Men juſtly do ? 

Shall not eternal Truth it ſelf be true ? 1040 
Thar here things equally he don't diſpenſe, FL 
Ev'n Sadoc's Sons muſt own, who argue thence > 

Againlt his Juſtice and his Providence : 

Tho' we more fairly a future World conclude 

To plague th' Unjuſt, and recompence the Good ; 

Which by thy.,©pir'd of old in every '4ee | 

Was fair infW$d'd on many a /acred Page ; 

Tho' far more legibly chan all-the'reſt, VE 

By him of Heav'n and Earth beloy'd, expreſt. 

Nor this [it Refuge to th' unjuſt remains, - 1050 
This glimm'ring Hope, that Time ſhall end their pin: | 
As ſoon the Fiends may break their &ron Chams, 

As wretched Souls from their {ad Priſens riſe, 

From thole eternal Shades, regain the: lightſom' Skies. 

Habits of Vice are Hell, that World of Woe, + 

They needs mult with.'cm bear, : where er they 907 

The loſSof Heav'n is Hell, who baniſh'd thence, * 

Their pain of Loſs equals their pain of. Senſe ; 

And cou'd they to that bliſsful Place repair, . | : 


| Yer what, ah! what cou'd vjciows:Souls do there2+ \ 1060 


Who 


] 
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' Who Life and Death propos'd, the latter chule, 
And a fair Option granted, Heav'n refuſe. - .\ 
Thus he — When Chuza— Eaſily we learn. 
Thoſe Truths we might from Natures ſelf diſcern, 
And you my Faith with ſmall Relucance gain 
T”' «matter d Minds, and endleſs Joy and Pain : 
Bur that which ſhocks Philoſophy: od Senſe, + 
And croſſes all our Notions drawn from thence, 
Is your Aſſertion that the Dead ſhall riſe,..” + \ 
1070 Our mouldring Duſt agen enjoy the: Skies; 
Thoſe Seeds of things thro' Air and Water _ 
Thro' Earth and Fire, Bodies in Bodies loſt ; 
Thar theſe ſhall be in their old Form rejoin + 
Each Atom ſhall its brother Atom find: - 
If then there's ought your ſacred Books contain, - 
If ought in Reaſons School can this explain; 
The uleful Knowledge candidly: impart, | 
And evermore command a grateful Heart. 
Gamaliel thus — Who erring mmds;regain; | 
1080 Their Pleaſure richly does reward. their Pain; | 
And Reaſons ſelf no. wotſe Succeſs-ſerures 
* In thoſe ſo well prepar'd for Truth as'yours;;.- : 
Not that from Natwre you clear Proofs can ſee. + 
Ot what's a ſupernat'ral- Myſtery... 
Bur firſt we'll pfove: 't, tho' from: the World conceal 'd, 
By God's unerring Spirit\t0,us reveal'd, 1H 
Then to our Faith the aid-of Reaſon bring, AE 
And prove no Contr qghHiiowgn the-Thing be tar. x 
* The Law, the Paghhttg:ahd\the; 779 contin 


1990 This Truth the _— Ahiies in. vain. 


X The Spirit ſays, Man racher ſleeps thati dies 1!; 
Expreſs great Eſay writes the Dead ſhall riſe 5 ut. 
When the laſt Trump the joyous'News\ſhall bring 
That thoſe-who dwell.in Duſt ſhall-rife and _— 
Tho' this ſeems ſtrange to our ſhort Yights who Snell 

In mortal Clay, with God-'tis poſſibleq..' i 
His Pow'r.can do what Nature's never, can, =" 
And reproduce the ſame. wuumeric Man; -,. + | 

1300 From various things. that Body can. teſtore 


When Fate the Svuf's; and Body's Noo ntieg, ? 


Iſa; 26. 19. 
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Which his dread Word from Nothing made before. 
Thoſe Seeds of things too fine for Iv Sight, 
| Tho' granted num'rous, can't be mfinite ; 

But were they, che Almighty i is the ſame, 

And knows 'em all who calls the Stars by Name; 
Each Atom can't” his proper place return, 

And raiſe a Phenix from a dufty Wyn. 
Tho' ſhou'd he. different parts of matter take, 

With the ſame Soul he the ſame Man wou'd make: 
The Soul's the Form, by-this dull matter lives, 

And th' individuating Seal it gives; 

That ftill ſurvives, Sor what can that deſtroy > 

The Body's Harbinger in Pain or Joy. 

While Body's Rill in Flux, Rill looſe it flies, 

Ev'n join'd to Soul, each Day 'tis born and dies, 

And when Fate calls, ic _ divided, muſt 
Scatter in Air or moulder into Duſt, © 
| _ He ſaid and paus'd, all pleas'd with what he poke, 
When zealous Cephas thus'his filence broke. 
| Well] have you reaſoifd,” Fathers ! and as well 
For Truth A urg'd Truths ſacred Oracle; 

Yet Reaſon ſome evade by Sophiſtry, * 

Some Scriptures wreſt, but none can Senſe deny. 
To this our Lord by Miracles appeals, . 
In all thoſe Truths which he from Heav'n reveal 
By Miracles him his Great Father ſeals; - 
Which theuſands can as well as we atteF, 
By Friends admir'd, by Enemies confelt : 
Who cati by his own Pow'r both Worlds epmmand; 
' And raiſe the Dead by his dread Yoice or Hand; * 
Whom Ftav'nand Barth obey, all muſt believe, 
His Teſtimbny all the World. receive. 
Bur never Maa like him theſe Traths Cer taught, 
He Immortdlity-to Light has brought; 
That Heav'n the Good with endleſs oy ſhall gain, 
The Wieked tnourn in Hell-wich endleſs Pam. © 
As little, immaterial Subſtance, we ' | 
' Can doubr, ſo much we've heard, fo much we ſer 
Legions of Fiends we ſee our Lord obey, 
Who Jpightful him ___ and haſt away ; 
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.1150 Were our Eyes falſe, we'ye ftronger 


4112s Rich Nard, Amonium, ſacred; Frankincenſe: 


Whether to theic own dark Apo nid; Lo hed # 
Or them he in the howling Deſart bind; 3 = Es 
Whether before they. haunt ſome. lonely Tonk, PR IV7 
Or bolder into Towns and Cities come, /': 
And ftrike afflicted Mortals blind or dumb. 
This have Capernaum's Walls with wonder feen, 
*X This from his Z&ls. th' affrighted Gadarene, | 
Where to their Saviour they their Swine- prefere d; - 
Where Beaſts and Fiends oblcene in Legions herd, |  : 
— 
And Proof ev'n more infallible than _ 
Theſe Truths did Trath'ic ſelf: rq.us reveal, 
Or plain, or in ſome lively Parable: 
One I among the relt remember yet, 1: - : | 
And think [ hardly ever.can forgetz/ | il 


Still are, merhinks the Scene's before my Eyes 


The pains of. Hell, the j joys of Paradiſe; 2 nn T 
And were not Day well waſted «« Waſt | ] no more. 
Gamaliel ſays, more carneſt-than before | 


1160 To hear the whole: le Nee: or BÞ 


Thoſe only waſt the Day,who, loſt inFice,” 


\,, The ſliding Hours profulely milemploy” -' 


In ſhort-liv'd Pleaſures and Regs "ot 
Who while the ſliding Hours fly \witt; away, 
Fondly themſelves beguile, an not. the\Day:- 
But who like us their happy Sands iy pil, 
"Tis they, and they 4 Life. teu 

They «ſe their. Time whichathers joy a Þ TY 
Bur pray proceed, flip not one paſſ; Peng loo HT 
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He thus. [ll every Greunftance relate 3: =Y i 3.4 
Thus was the Poor-Rich-Manr's1 endow Fate, 1 Her 

— See his luxurious Body: cover'd o'er :: / 177 
With Royal Purple, fetch'd: from Tres proud Show: 
X The lore Liamen next his tender Skin on 


- Richly perfum'd (and need}; to hide within | 


A loathſome Load of 'Y@nity: and Sin ::' 
Arabia's choiceſt. Odors,.. purchas'd thence 
With the exatte}t: Care and.vaſt\Expence z 
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All theſe profuſely ſmoaking fill'd the Air, 
As if the Land of Spices had been there, 
Where nothing elſe they burn ; the choiceſt Fare * 

, the panting Servants come 

Half cruſh'd wich their pil'd weight into the room : 
Thoſe Birds with which wiſe Heav'n our Fathers fed, 
And thought the fitteſt Meat with Angels Bread, * 
As coarſer Fare; deſpisd, he'd ſcarce afford 

A room at th' end of his luxarious Board : - 

The beauteous Fowl by diftant Phaſis bred, * 
Almoſt as richly as-their Maſter fed ; 

Both fatted for Deſtru&ion, ſcarce he'd-deign 

To taſte, almoſt untouch'd born off again ; 

And cou'd the fancy'd Phenix (clf been caught, 

dom's price had bought. 
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The Diſh he at a K; 
While in a ſtately Gallery hard by, 

Adorn'd with Babylonian Tapiſtry, 

His Honours Muſick ſate, and as they bring 

Each Courſe, anew they ſweep the ſounding ſtring ; 
At once to charm his Conſcience and'his Cares, | 
Lull his looſe Soul with melving Lydian Airs, 

Or ſoft Anacreon's Words from Greece:they bring, 
Which Zunuchs'bought from Rome or Egypt ſing ; 
No Words cer' berter'choſen to excite ; | 
His ſated, yer his:furious Appetite, 

And urge to lawleſs Loves, and vain Delight ; 
Thus on' his yielding Couch reclin dhe lay, - 
Thus he; Luxurions,- paſt the ſcorching. Day - 
Till cooler Evening come, he bids prepare + 
His ſtately Chariot © He muſt cake the Air : 

At his broad Gates arriv'd/he-cafts his Ee, 

And ſees a miſerable! ObjeFt lye' 1 \. 
With Sores all cover'd'— Strait-with cruel Pride - 

He turns his Zead-and haughty Eyes alide, 

Then frowning, :thus:t? his crouching Servants near, 
Take hence this Dirt.he cries, ' what makes he here ? 
Drag him to th' Dangbil, - thar's the firreft place; 

Let him 7ot there,” and not theſe Walks diſgrace: 
Too ſoon they obey; and ſpurning bid hirh riſe” 

And get him chence<- He lifts his' fainting Byes, - 
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With much of Pain he lifts his heavy bead, 
Which ſoon fell down agen, and. fighing faid, 
With a loud Yoige — What burt or imjury 
Will be, it here you ler me faint and die; 
Tho' while I might have liv'd, you'd not afford, 
"Twas all I ask'd, the Fragments of your Board 
Which e'en the Dogs had left The Wretch dares prate, 
Reglics the Lord — Here trail him from the Gate ! 
Thyy did, acroſs the more relenting Stones, 
1230 Scaxce cou'd, he ſpeak, but jult expiring groans ; 

' The kinder Hounds, who as it chanc'd were there, : 


Soon ſcented him, where half expos'd and bare, 
His feſt ring neuſeous Sores infe&t the Air ; 
Scarcely one .part from head to foot was ſound 
One frightful Hicer he, all o'er a Wound : 
Around him the poor Curs with pity wait, 
And as they cou'd ſeem'd to bemoan his Fate ; 
They of their Maſters Cruelty complain ; 
| With heads thrown up they deeply bowl —In vain 
1240 The Huntſman rates *em off, they ne'er the more 
* Will from him tir, - but gently lick'd his Sore. 
Some Eaſe he found cen 1n the panes of death, 
Tho' whence he knew not ; with his parting Breath, 
Too late's your 4id, whoe'er you be, he cry'd, 


2 


Requite you Heaw'n! With all his ſtrength he try'd, 
A little rais'd his Head, then ſunk and. dy'd! 
— His ative Spirit no ſgoner wing'd away 
From her untenantable Hauſe of Clay, . 
But ſtrait fair 4qgels from the Clouds deſcend, 
1250 And thitherward their -Courſe diretly bend ; 
His ſhiv'ring Soul wide wand'ring in the Air, 
0 ...... On their warm purple Wings to Bliſs they bear; | 
 Safeto the Realms of endleſs Peace convey'd, 
And in great Abrabam's boſom loftly laid; _ 
There all the glorious Orders round him ſhine, 
X « And calm the Relicks of his Grief with Eymns Divine . 
When now Sol's Beams almolt had left the 4r, 2. 
Back did the Miſerably-rich repair; ... H.. 
Who pear his houſe, che. Jitelels Caxcaſs there -..._ - 
o | 4269 Did at firſt glance a liule ſtartled les, - l 
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For twenty Yirtues that he never knew ; 


Bur ſoon himſelf recalls — What 't to me, 
If he be dead, he did inſulting cry ? 


' That FWretch had nothing elſe to do bur die. 


For me, I better can my time employ, 

And many an unexhauſted Tear of Joy : 

Shou'd Fate and Death be ſawcy and pretend 
To ruſh into my Preſence ere I for 'em ſend; 
Rich Cordials ſoon ſhou'd make 'em quit their hold, *3 
I'd bribe 'em thence with ſhow'rs of liquid Gold, 

— Now let 'em keep their diſtance — When I'm old, 
With Yirtue and che Palfie bedrid lie, 

Return, I may have leiſure then. to die. 

— He ſaid, and a new Banquet bids prepare, 
Rich Syrian Unguents crown his flowing Hair ; 
Reſolv'd that Night in all the Joys to live 
Thar Wit or Wine, or flatt ring Vice cou'd give; 

A few choice Friends, as great, as lewd as he, 

Sate round, t' augment and ſhare his Jollity ; 

Ar length the Tables clear'd, the Banquet or, 
Profulely plentiful as that before, ' 

He a huge golden Goblet rais'd on high, 

And ſwears to all their Healths he'd drink it dry, + 1296 
Then brought & his Head, when on the ſudden fall, 

His Lips ſcarce touch'd, he, Goblet, Wine and all ; 

The Servants ſhreeking overturn the Board, 

And run to th' aid of their expiring Lord; 

Rich Cordials fetch'd, they force 'em down in vain, 

His hand upon his heart, there, there his Pam; 
Death-ſtruck, : he tell, hard comes his rattling breath, 

His jolly Face now pale 'and cold as Death ; 

Atheift no more, believes a God too late, 
Trembling with Horror of approaching Fate : ' 1290 
All Art's in vain, with wild diſtorted Eyes © 
He deſp'rate in their 4rms relu&tant dies ; 
So ſoon his Carcaſs, black and horrid 'grown, 
Corrupts, -it longer cou'd be born by none; 
Bur as the time pertnitted, they inter, - 
With State, in his Þ arental. Sepulchre ; * 
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Proud Hatchments o'er; perhaps ſorne pr. aiſe him *too | 
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| Their Flatt ries help him not, nor reach him, whe. iA 
His Soul, by th' ugly Demons of the Air \ 
Is ſciz'd their own, their Mark they.on'him found, 
Which in firm Adamantine Fetters bound, 
To #tna's Gulf, - or further on, they: bear _ \ 
To the. fad Northerri World thro' mirkſom hy 13 729; | 
Ocer utmoſt Thule, thence thro' Hecla fteep;..* - |: ) 
Sink with hin downheadlong to the boundleſs Dee, i 

Armidft the dreadfu{\Pains of thar-ſad State, - 

43-10 Which for all choſe: who now deſpiſe 'em, wait; 
Where long he Tortar'd lay, he lifr his Eyes 
Unto the nowalmoſt forgotten Skies ; 
The Earth to him, -Diaphanous as Air, | ; 
With caſe look'd thro', for Souls ſee every whims / 
Beyond Heav'ns mighty Gulf he ſaw as, well, | 
Tho' vaſt as thac, from th' under-World to Hell; B: - 
Within whoſe ſhining Borders ſoon he found | 3; 
Sweet Paradiſe, that bleſt, that happy Ground. F 
Where Father Abraham firs the Patriarchs round 

1320 And holy Souls, ay reigniin boundleſs Light, 
Expecting greater Bliſs than Infinite ; * 
Among the reft when Lazarus he ipy'd, 
With a loud lamentable Voice he cry'd, 1 59s 
O Father Abraham ! Tho' ſo far from thee 
Remov'd, O Father hear, 'and pity mel. 
Tolivein yon bleſt Realms I muſt defpair, Chev crf 224 | 
What wou'd, alas! my guilty Soul do.there? | | 7 
All the ſmall Boon I ask, Qrhat I might BIN 
Obtain 't! Is bur leſs Pain than i 

1320 Since I in this dire Place muſt ever dwdll, 
© give but a more tolerable: Hell! 
lt Nis roo much, one Moments reſpite give,” 
What's that t a Wrerch muſt herefor ever lives: | 
Still lels than that, yer lct-me, let me gain 
Some ſmall alleviation of my'Pain: : Ov? ; 
The happy Lazarus !—Owhat a Change, tl b: 
(But ſure the Bleft aboveknew no-Revenge 
Betwixt his Fate and mine!\'\Ler him locende..! 
And with one drop of Water me befriend, 

1349: Tortur'd in quenohleſs Flames c'et finge I fall, 
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"And Thirth next it Guile, the greateſt Plague of Hell. 
© Ah miſcall'd Sm, Abraham ſevere replies, 

"With unrekneing Juſtice int his Eyes, | 

The-time of Mercy now for ever o'er, 

No more thy 'Friend, thy Father now no more: 


Then, then thou ſhou'dft have ſ#d,: when long in vain, 
Gov did a Pardon offer, you diſdain ; ; 
Nay dard; nfiriie, his Providence arraign: Dt 
E'en from his Goodieſs; 'wou'd no God beheoe, 


Becauſe he ſuffer'd fuch a Wretch to live: * | cm 
Then thou in Wealth and Opulence didft flow ; 


 Twoare too much, thou hadft wie Hrav'n below, 


Where Lazarus his Hell'; now all chings weigh'd 

In a juſt Ballzire, Retribation's made ; 

He lives ; in endleſs:Foy, - who then did mourn ; 

Thou in uſipity'd Flames tauſt ever burn. 

Beſides, th':mtermindble Gulf's ſo wide; 

Thar does *wixt yout fad Realms and ours divide ; 

Yours cannot bien a\Chanye, nor outscan fear, 

You muſt be ever there, we always bere. | 1360 
If then my Pain T muſt nntas'd deplore, 

O ler it not (but can it ?) ter be more, ' 

The hopeleſs Wretch returns ; for event here 

In Hell ic ſelf T've ſormeching wot ſe to fear : 

Fh' lightfom World above I call:co mind, 

I yet have Five dear Brethren left behind, 

Them my falſe Rherrit did'roo oft entice, 

My bad - Kees therr\/ jnclin'd td ite; 

I 4a leſt their Damnation mine enkharite, || 

Their added Sums nay: vaſt: freount advarice: 20111 | 172 Bw ue 

If he ſo long a. Journey muiſt hor go, 1) 

Or make a Pun to-our Worlds of :Wie'; 

Ar leaſt balf- -x64y let:-Lazarus deſiiend,\ + 7; 

Rowze 'em from Fitepand wizwofiny fad Bud 

This, this wou'd rike cheir Souls dich. pious Fears. 

Sure they'd the Deadyithb) nor the Giving hear. | | 1 
Nor cen can chae Franted, hrchinn wo 

If they negleLifesixdidnd ſtared ways, - 

Whar the great Moſebtheit: Forefached told, . Wagon 

Thunder d from 2y:vyhat _ Init ofoold; £0 1380! 
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If they the Law and Prophets not receive, 

Nor wou'd they the returning Dead believe. 

— He ſaid, the Fiends about their Priſ'ner came, 
And fink him deep in liguid Worlds of Flame ; 
While Lazarus forgets thoſe Msſeries, 

By which he thinks too cheap his Crown he buys, 
And learns triumphant Zlymns in Paradiſe. 0 
The Apoſtle breaths, the Story all commend ; 
'Hetice Fathers! See, reply'd our Savianr's Friend, - 


- - Our Maſter came not, as the envious ſay 

1379 The Sanfion of our Laws to take away, ( 

ks "Or mighty Moſes | teach ro diſobey ; & 
Perpetual Doftor, of the Churches, where ; 


His Truths of moral Obligation are, 

Nay even thoſe who fit in Moſes's Chair, 

He bids obey in all that's juſt and right, - 

Suffer or do, nor muſt his Servants fight. : 
' Gamaliel thus — Since you fo much have ſhown, 

I've now far other Thoughts, 1 frankly 'own, 


c io0 Of your' great Maſters Dofrine, than: before, 


And muſt th' Iquity. o'th' 4ge deplore ry 
+.» "That him rejects, our Rulers Spite and Hate | 
' "The Cauſe, he worthy a far better Fate... 
Bur chance what may, avert my boding: Fear, 
Kind Heayv'n ! You ever ſhall be welcom here. 
And now the Sun behind the Mountains fell, 
Gilding, with parting'Beams, fair Siloam's Well ; * 
The Gueſts ariſe, Gamaliel with *em roſe, 
-*: - -Since they'll no? longer -ftay, he forward goes;-* + 
1ar0 Conducts 'em to the Gate, and parting there, .. 
' 1. Back the Diſciples to our Lord repair. .- 
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Is by Th Eternal Word ! foe, &c.] I choſe Pitdaric here , being moſt 
; ſuitable to the Loftineſs of the Subjet: And. for my Excuſe in uling it, 
defire no better than Mr. Cowley's Example. For the Matter of the Ode, it jn- 
cludes, forthe main, little more than what's expreſs'd. or hinted in the Firſt Chap, 
and other places of St. Fob3's Goſpel. 7 
|  $+ Riſe my Eagle-Soul! Ariſe. ] That wage may be more proper to St. Joby, 
becauſe he's generally thought repreſented by the Eagle, among the four hving 
Creatures in the Revelation ; which is accordingly pictur'd near him. 
118. No mean SucctiRonh bis Duration, knows. ]. 1 am not ignorant that our fa 
 mous Parker, and the Men of New Notions, are generally of another mind. - But 
this has not only been the be 2 nioh of all Antiquicy, who anon, or Sxcceſſion dila- 
' greeable to the Nature of God, bur of the beſt and moſt Learned of the Moderns 
in our own Nation. See Biſhop of Forcefer's Sermon on the Myfteries of the 


Chriftian Faith ; Mr. Beth, and others ; and among Poets, Mr. Cowley. 


Nothing is there to come, and nothing paſf, 
But an Fternal now dees ws ep. | 


ks Whatever was, 'wes God, tr Trane or Place. ]' Vide's: Quizquid erat Den 
ihud erat. C « Vw: USD 7 6 Ps I 

27. One, undiſſelv/4.]-'The neareſt word I could find to. andivided. 

30. Net to be argu'd, but believ'd.']' Ast& the Aoi mean, the Menner of 
the Eternal Generation ; as I explain it in the following Verle, —ineffable the way, &c. 

39» | more intimately one / 
With bis great Father, than the Light end Sun.) This uſually is given as an Is 
ftration of the Trinity, and particularly the Proceffion of the Sow from the Father; 
tho it muſt come y-_ or elſe it would not bet a Similicude, but the ſame thing 
All chat is pretended co be proved by ſach Inſtances as theſe, being thac ſach things 


are no Conmtradition ty Nature, Oo nt 
43. There is no-afvet or bifore. ] From'thi in the banefien Creed; In this 


Trinity none 1s before or after an other; that is, ol the Divine Perſons were coexi- 
fo op all Eternity, and do now equally partake of the Divine Eſſence and 

eftions. | "3s 
46." No room for one ſhort Moment, or bold Thought berween. ] The Arians, who 
had much more to ſay for their Herefie than their modern Kindred , did grant, 
in ſome of their Confeſſions of Faith, that the Son was from all Eternity by ſuch 
an 


 fromall Evil. Of which ſee more below, 
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an Emanatios from the Father, as that whereby the Liebe proceeds e Sun, 
but yet contended for a Moments difference her—E hap _ = Sas. 
receiving his, as they.think, from the Faber; wheroby. they unavaidably. fell ia- 
to the ſame Abſurdicy which other Pretenders: to Reaſon fince have done: That 
I mean of a made God, or a ſubordinate Supreme. To which, if they can, let 'cma 
Gnd one that's equal inthe whole Athenefian Creed. 

47. The Father lou'd the Sow, &c, } Thus ſome endeavour to ſolve, or rather 
Jyfrate che Dodtrine of the Divine Proceſlions. | 

$4. Three more than Names, the Father, Spiris, and Son. ] *T'was the Herelie of 


| Sohellinr, that the three Perſons in the Trinity were only three Names for one Per- 


ſon, as well as one efſenvce. Which ſore have charged on-Dr. Cudworth, tho, I 
think, with more i= Nature than Fuftice., Nor ſeems there need of many Ar- 
guments to confute it. Names can't a#, Names are not diftinguiſh'd 'by Perſa- 
gal Pronouns ; one Name can't ſend or ſetisfie, or atteſt another. But there are in 
the Divine Eſſence differemt Agents, diftecent Afions being attributed unta-it, and 


thoſe who perform 'em are diſtinguiſh 'd by different, Perſonal Pronoums in the Sa- 


cred Scripture. Of the Father and San there's no doubt 2. Of the Holy Spiric *tis 
faid, He ſhall teach you all things. The Father ſaid co fend, the Son to be [cnt 
the Holy Spirit to witneſs, Therefore they are more than Names, and I think 


Parſons is the Plaineſt Word we have whereby toexpreſs them. 


$75. —— one [elf conciow Mind. } With all Submiſſion and Reſpe to that Reve- 

rend Perſon, who, if 1 miſtake not his meaning, alerts three diftin& Minds in 
the wndivided Trinity , 1 nwſft acknowledg I can'c be of his Opinion fax theſe 
fort Reaſons, if three bely Minds, then three Holy Ghoſts : But lays the Creed, 
One Holy Ghoſt, not three Holy Ghoſts, Again, if sbree Minds, then 1 ſee nat how 
to avoid three individual Eſſences, as much as of :hree Men : Therefore not ane indi- 
vidual Eſſence, tho this all Catholic Chriſtians acknowledg. - 
- 69. This by the Spirit did the Son, ] Gen. 1. The Spirit of God moved upan the 
Face of the Waters: Which could not be a Wind, the. Earth not being yet made 
to ſend out any Exbelation, or ſo much as any Air to'be mov'd, : without one of 
which, . #ind could not be produced. 

62, As was reſolyd ith Conſult of the great Three-One. ] That qur Church 
thinks all the Trinity conſulted or agreed tagether in the Creation of #he World, and 
underſtands that Expreſſion, Ges: 1. 26, Let us make Man; inthat Sence, appears, 
I think, plain enough from her ordering that Chapter to be read on Trinuy-Sun- 


1. Thoſe fair Idea's ba expreſs'd, &c. | According to. that Nation ſa much, 
talk'd of. by.ſome, of. an {deal World; tho thus much is certain, that the infivite 
And, had before «ll time, and therefore from Eternity, fore-(cen and decreed, what 
werethen-only poſſible Effences, ſhould be #s :;ze reduced into Exiſtence or actual 
Being. LS rf - 

wy With Luna's Silver- Waves, &'c. ] Alluding ta the New Notion of Light; that 
*is performed by repeated Undalarions... S Os | 

8:.'7he Angels next he made. ] So. in Colofſ, 16, By him were all ;hing« created 


| in Heaven and Earth, Thrones, Doneinions, Principalities, Powers: And. in the Old 


Teftement, © The Adorning-Stars ſang tagerher, and all the Sons of Gad, ſhoured for 
* Joy, when the. Son, the eternal, eſſential 7/:ſdow of God, as the Fathers inter- 
© pret it, laid rhe Foundation of the Earth; and if he mee the Angels, hs Fould 


_ "Hot be himſelf 'an Angel in a proper Sence, tho he's calld by Ace jon' or 


Compariſen, the Angel of the Covenant ; and by Fecobthe Angel thatipre zy/4 him 


. 
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92, Reling from thewce, ſome Sun 97 Plance grows. Audiog.cp Galdey's No- 
tion,” © That every Globe of the Univerle was: created: at a diftence. fromthe 


| Place-wherein © was to move, and thencefZer fall to the place of its dejigus?. Re- 
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94. Fir, Matter wills, then Formys. Matter Jong: ;... 


Birſþ differen Somethings wakes, _ 86. ] Marten, the Heaven and the Earth, 


Gen, 1.1. 
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Gen.-r.-x, which muſt relate to the Marrer'of them- only, the whole being ar firſt 
«&1&- and dwlendec©; ' inform and woid,” till *ewas in three Revolutions of the 
firſt created” Light, and three” more of the Sun, reduced inco that beautiful and 
lovely Order, which denominates it a World; all the jarring. Elements being ſepa. 
rated and diſpoſed into their proper Places. * + s_% | "ho 
o8. And all around was Light, &c- } Gen.1- 3. God ſaid let there be light, any 
there wa#light; immediately after the Spirit's moving upon the Face of the Water,, 
106. By God, who had the Pow'r alone. ] This certainly held them, whateyez 
ſome may think it does firce. je Ly SLY 
115. If any ah, can ſatiifie. — His Wrath } This Thought has been 1s: 
bourd at by Tome of the greateſt Genius's the World has: C'er produced, Milton, 
Dryden, and others, after whom 1 ſhould ſcarce have dared to attempe it, hadit 
not been almoſt neceſſary to the SubjeZ. og M_ 
131. -Nor ike an Angel's, only formw'd of Air. } *Twas the Opinion of ſome wild: 
Hereticks'in former Ages, that our Saviour*s Bleſſed Body was only fantaſtical 
not reel; whom tis not-worth the while to confute. 16 fi | | 
150. And oncein Royal Robes array d,--at ſacred Salem ftay'd. ] Many Learned Men; 
have been of Opinion that © Melebizedeck was our Saviour, who, as well might ay- 
pear like a Mawas an Angel; and as well fy ſome time as juf# appear. They think 
that *tis a harſh Interpretation of d=/my «ping, without Father without Mother : to 
ay; that it only meant his Fother and Mother were not known, or notrecorded, eſye. 
cially conſidering what follows, that he had neither beginning of Days nor endof Life; 
for further Chriſt is ſaid in the Pſalms to be Sacerdos as xternum, ' a Prieft for ever, 
after the order” of Melchiſedeck : Whence it ſhould ſeem thatche himſelf was a Prieſt 
for ever, eternal, and therefore no other than the Son of God; asit ſeems implyed 
in the'Apoltle's words, of whom 'tis witneſſed that he liveth, Heb. 7. 8. made 
afterthe Power of an endleſs Life, wv. 18;- as in the third, without Deſcent, «yua- 
x55H1&-. (Who ſhall declzre his Generation?) And, heabideth a Prieſt continual- 
ly.” And when that's obje&ed, made /ke to the Son of God,: therefore not the 
me; they anſwer, that he may be the ſame with him, : tho ſaid to be ke him, 
and produce that Inftance where Chriſt is ſaid to be 5 #woidyen drypd/mar YolulG, 
Philip. 2.” Made in the likeneſs of Men : and yet more plainly and unexceptionably, 
Revel.'1, 13. One like unto the Son if man; Whom, yet all here granc to be Chriſt, 
Other ſtrong Probabilities might be added; but theſe T'think are ſufficient to 


defend my' making uſe' of that Opinion 


I57. He, with ewo menial Angels, once s Gu] Gen. 18. 1. The Lord appears 
<d to him; as Cap. 19.” The 'Lord appeared to Abraham, and ſaid 1 am the Almighty 
God: which could not_'be'ari Angel, could not;be the Father, muſt be the Son. 
©. 22, God "went up from Abraham ; therefore muſt have'taken a bodily Shope, 
-which the Farber neer/did. And in the following. Chap,” when the 19 2fap, or 
two Angels, went to deſtroy Sodom, they. tell Lor, The Lord bad ſent them de 
frog it; that. Cord whomthey'left talking wich Abrobem: And that Paſſage, * The 
_* Lord rained Fire and Brimſtone on Sodow and Gomorrba from the Lord our of 
'< Heaven; the very: Arias underſt 

ih ſome SR Cote of Path in Exſebins. oY G 
tir 61% Zhu Rbrahins fi! b5:/-Day, and did rejoyce.] 'A' not improbable Sence of 


-our Saviour's Words, Fob. 56. 


- 464PTWaf be who'did thi wandring Jacob guide, =—Twer be whom met b 


"Jabbok'r tae)" 8&© ] That the Angel who Jeltvery'd Jacob \from ol Evil, and whom 


'heprayedto:bleſi his Gerd Children, was the wnereated Anpel, our Bleſſed Saviour, 
has been the Sence of Tvir os/ as Petavius 'obſerves; tho'he ſeems not. willing 
'© 


tobelieve ir, Jeſt the' Church' of Rome ſhould thereby loſe one main Argumentfor 
 orſhiping Ange. Bur Without' him we are "fare be was God: For Gen: 48. 15. 
The-Gi brahani avd Haac whith- fed 'bim all bis Lifelong, is call'd, v. 16: 


; , P21 
the 4 of th redeem'd him, &c. tho no doubt but 'ewas the ſame who redeews 
and fed him. Again, Exod, 3. 2. The angel' of the Lord: appeared in a flame of fire 
out" of 'the-midſ# of #64 Buſh: But w, 4. | God called -o bim. out of the midſ f we 
" . ; 11 $- 


i of the Father and the Sm; as we find | 
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Buſh: And v. 6. 1 am the God of Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob. Thi ſame alſo 
who wreſtled with Facob at Peril, Gen $2. who tho call'd'a Mas, v. 24. be: 
cauſe appearing m the Form of Men, yet was really God, 'v. 28. As a Prince baſt 
hou power with God: And ſo it ſeems Facob himſelf chought ; for he call'd the 
Place Pemiel ; for, ſays he, Thave ſeen God face to face. | a 

175. What Angel elſe theſe Titles durft bzve claitn'd? —— In every ſacred Page 
' Adonia naw'd. } "Tis not-proper to make a Few Pronoance the Name Febovs, 
which was; I ſuppoſe, fong before this efteerned wwwrreraHle, for which was uſed 
Adenai or Elobim. Now that the Ange! which went before Iſrael, Which appezr- 
ed often tothe Parriarchs, was call'd Febovs, is plain in twenty Inftances : See 
Exod, 23. 20» Behold I will ſend an Avyel before thee: And 21. My Name is im 
him ; Now the Name by Which God revealed himfelF to Moſes and the Children 
of Iſrael, when' tie brought them ont of Egypt, was Febows : Exod. 6. 2. By my 
Nome Jehova was I not called: And ſay tothe Children of 1ae!, I at hath ſent me 
unto thee. Bur God will not give his Glory; 1/ai. 42 8, His Incommuticable Artri- 
bates, and eſſential Glory to any other Being : Therefore whoever has thisGlory, muſt 
beGed ; and this God the Son, whom the Few: tempted in the Wiilderneſs, as the 
Apoſtle ſays, 1 Cor. 10-9. and of whom all the Farbers interpret it ; Nay, the very 
Jews themſelves dothe ſame, as I find in the Notes on Grofivs. de Verie. Rei Chrz- 
fien. p. 368. Out of Moſer Ben Nachinen, as quoted by Mafius ; Iſte Ayes, ec. 


®# That Angel, if we might ſpeak the very Truth, is the Anpel the Refer, of 


* whom it15 written, my Name 1s in him. The Awgel who ſaid to Facob; 1, at the 
"God of Bethel: He of whom cis ſaid, God called to Moſes out of the midſt of che 
* Baſh. He's called an Angel, becauſe he governs the World: For 'tis writ, 
* Febova brought us out of Egypr. And 3gallh, he ſerit his Avgel, and brought 
« us out of Egypr. Again it 4s written, The Angel of his Preſence ('&f his Face ) 
* ved thein, to wit, chat Angel Who is the Preſence or Face Bf God; arid of whom 
is ſaid, my Face or Preſence Thall go with thee, and I will give thee ref. 
 YLaftly, that Angel of whom the! Prophet, The Lord whoin you ſeek, ſhall ſad- 
« denly come to his Temple ; the Avyel of the Civaithe Whom) you defire. Againi, 
© The Pace.or Preſence of God fignihes God, as al NeRnY ree ; but none 
© canunderſtand this. unileſs lies acquairited with the yferiet of the Law. 
' 177. Royal Iſaia bim. ] He's generally reckoned of Noble, or Riyal Off:Spring. 
The Glory he ſaw in the Teriiple when the ng cry'd Hely, Holy, Holy, 
4. 6, was the Glory of ous Bleſſed Swvioar: For ſo lays this Evangeliſt in his Lis 
Hike 13. 41. Theſatbings ſad Vain, wheb be ſaw his Glory and ſpake of bitw. 
- 169, The lovely Boy, is whoſe #kſpicions Face, ] This is borrow'd from Mr. Dryden's 
Tranſlation of VirgiPs Sicelides Muſe. | bh ; 
- 409, Their Reaſons « Spark if be cel:fiul Fire] God the Sm, who hniade Man, 
and breatiy'd into him che Brewb of Life; ' gave him alſo Sip! and Reaſon, form- 
in&min-this, as well as Pitcy, after his own Iinage, wha is the eternal Avy&, of 
firft Efenisnd Reſon; -- 3% ARCEATY 13, V mY TOvA i? | oo 2 TIA 2 OH (A OW, | 
- 251. And only to the choſen Jews revedP4] Vid. FoſepÞ Speech, it £35. VIIL 
262; For you, S#, 1 pircdivty bave Plato rebd.;) As the Heathen faid of St. Fobn, 
when he read the beginning of his Gefpsl. | hea , 
27x. hi borrow all jos think of us you kndw, —— Prom Fabling Greece wud fall. 
& Manetho. See this prov'd at large by Foſtpbus and Appiom, 
- 295; Their Antient mabty Jao was the ſame, 8:c.] This Fav, or 2s St. Ferom; Fabo, 
was very famous among the moſt ancierit of che Hearbehs : Him the Devils themlClves 
were forc'd'to acknowltdg to be the true Supreme God. So the Oracle'.bf ' Apollo 
Clarins, cegi20 Ty miyriey virerty Ser Vale Ida. He wis the fate with Febbvs; and 
as well 25 Fove; defledted from it. hat 'this ws the God of the Fi; We learn 
from Divdoytus, who ſpeaks as tniich of *ery-45 mbſt of the Hediben Wrirers. © Aſs, 
*{ayshe, inſcrib'd:hsilaws t6 the God Fo : Atid 'S@niDoxitt bon tells LH he re- 
* evived much of his Hiſtory from the . Fry bf the God Fas; by which Narhie, as 


* Irenas tells us, the Groſticr, who affetted Hntiquy;' were ugd to call Gull. 
298, And himto whom you aid # Tompliriar , == Wat only the Pheriician — | 
a; 5 1 
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The Saxon Thor, and Scythian Taramis are concluded by learned Men to bethe [am, 
both ſignifying Fupiter the Thunderer ; the Name of the latter, as Bocharr thinks. 
deriv'd from EE which both in the Briziſh and. Phenicien Language fignifies tg 
thunder. And tothe ſame God did Auguſt eretta Temple,'I ſuppaſe after ſome grex 
Thunder that probably which Hor ace alludes to, in his Ce/o sonantem credidimus Fawn, 

302.” New Hammon him from ancient Cham you cal, * | 
Now Belus name bim ow your injur'd Baal. ] There can't be a more natura] or 
eaſje Derivation:of Fupiter Hammon , than from Cham or Ham as we write it 
And that Belus isthe ſame with Bas!, and Basl with Fupiter, and. yet #true name 
of God, Hof. 2.16. I think all learned men are agreed. Sze more below 
where alſo of Beliſames, Aſftarte, Iſis, &Cc. | 4 

312. Lucina «id; — Old Berecynthia Mother of the Gods, 8c. ] Lacing is the 
fame with the A24oon. Berecynthis ſeems a compound from *Hex which is either 
Venus or Funo, and Cynthia the Moon, both the ſame with Rhes , ſocall'd from 
flo, fue from an obvious reaſon. Berecywthia was Mother of the Gods, fo Tis, Cy- 
bele, Rhea. 

322. All jour three hundred Joves.} A fair Company of them, for ſo many 
Varro reckons, tho moſt of them rent Names for the ſame Perſon, nay often 
only Febleatthe bottom. 

354; Of ſome departed Father, Friend or Lord "Is. 

firſt an Image made, and then ador'd. } This has been look'd upon both by 


| Antients and Moderns as the firſt riſe of Idolatry, generally thought to have þeen 


begun by the Worſhippers of Belus, though this the Egypriavs were probably guil 
of as ſoon as any others, becauſe they had not only the Images of their Relation 


and Friends, but their very Bodies, as they have to this day preſerv'd amongſt 


them ; and when they are reduced to ſtraits did really often get help from 'em, 
by pawnirig their Father or Grendfather to the rich; whom they thought it a great 
piece of Impiety not to redeems again 'as ſoon asable. - | 

359. And Seas, as Luna bids 'em, ebb and tlow. ] !'m not concern'd, whe- 
ther *tis the oon's Iafluence, the Motion of the Earth, or whatever other Cauſe, : 
to which the Flux and Reflux of the Seas are owing; 'tis enough that what 1 al- 
ſign has been believ'd as moſt probable by Antiquity, which Mr. Cowley follows 
in his © Undifturb'd by. Moons, &c. | | 

362, Or mighty Mazzaroth ] I confeſs I can give no better Reaſon for cal. 
ling him mighty , than becauſe he has a very bard Name: But what's the true 
meaning on'r, after all the Gueſſes of che Critic |, perhaps he 'only knows: who 
calls all the Srers by their Names, however Gamaliel might then know what it 


was. 

367. Which ſome thoug bt living, for they ſaw*em move. ] They believ'd *em 
intelligent Beings , ſays Mr. Bently out of More Nevochim; and the ſame appears 
from Pleto, Diodorus, eſpecially Euſebius, Demonſtr. Evang. Lib. 1. Cap. 6. owing 
moron x, Aluiffles gyrus «mliloy 1871280 ny faer of; onluiny, 5 drnegs Ins Srgliies The 
Egyptians and Pheniciens firlt worſhip'd the Sur, Moon and Stars, as Gods, 

388. Nay to make all things furt, the Fiends end. all, ] Which Porphyry fairly ac- 
knowledges, owning that Belzebub and Serephis were the ſame. 

402. Lord of Heaven. }.. Beelſamen ſignifies no more, as Beliſama, Queen of Hea- 
ver, two ldolsof the Pheniciens the ſame with Fupiter and Juno. "0: 

4. Moloch and Belus is with theſe the ſame, | Moloch {1gnifies King, or Lord; 
Belus, or Baal is much of the ſame Signification. That Fupiter Is the ſamewith 
Belus think few queſtion. That the Sun had the ſame name appears from the 
Grecian *Rar1®, derived of the Phenicien'Eliun, of -whoin- Sanchoniathon; and we 
learn from Daemeſc.in Pher.: that the Pheniciens confound Hel and Bel, as our Bri 
ziſh learn'd to do from them, the Father of our Caſtbelaunss ( rather Coſſibelinn: ) 
being call'd in ſome of our old Wiiters Hel or Hels,,. in others Bel. And in 
Gruter's Inſcriptions we find one at Aqwileis,  Apolini Belen 4 and ths Herb 4po- 
linaris was call'd by the ancient Geulr, Belinuntis ; to which add that Macrovms 
in Satwrn, wit. affirms Fupiter and the Sun to be the ſame. —_ 
| 425. Saturn 
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405- Saturn with borh.} Thallus, an old Hiſtorian commended by: La#antias, 
Tertullian and Minutius, mentions Belus and Cronus as the [ame © kin wiv otCoplas 
* wy Kezror 3. ome, ſays he, pay divine Honours to Cronus, and name him Baal, 
© 'or Bel 5 the Romans call him Satary, and ſome ſay, that Linus firſt introduc'd 
« his Worſbip. So Apollinaris in Catena on Pſalm. 106. 28. "Exanrs NN Thy Bdar Bia 
Ind Com0 oy pars eta Ty Key, © The Grecians Call Baal Bel, who they ſay is the 
© (ame with Time or Saturn. Scaliger thinks this Baalpeor, Aia Beyrratoy, Taramis the 

_ Voſſms the Sun, S. ; Prjapus, 3 and I ſuppoſe are all three in 
the right. | | 

phy The ſame Inſcription both, &c 7] That famous one, AF AIBEAQ, MAAEX, 
BE AQ mention'd in Bochart. 

407. Alike their Form, alike their Sacrifice.) Their Form, a King with a Scep- 
ter "x hand ; their Sacrifice humane, as is notorious, both to Satwrr, Baal, and 
Molech. | | | 

498. To both the Nations their Batylia raiſe.] Theſe were very ancient Idols, 
 Neme and Thing, as the Learned conjecture, corrupted from Bethel, where Facob 
- anointed a Pzlar, and dedicated it to God, whence the Phenicians his Neighbours 
mighe do the ſame to their Idols. Theſe Berylia were dedicated to Saturn, Fu- 
piter, and others, being found formerly in great numbers near Mount Libanus, 

icularly at Heliopolis, the City of Hel, or Bel the Son of Fupirer ; as Phetias 
| okra which latter ſays he ſaw one of them himſelf ſaſtain'd and 
moving in the 4ir, ſometimes b;gger, ſometimes leſs. Thatthey had ſome Morion, 
and a ſort of Life, we learn from Sanchoniathon, who calls theſe Barware, aivv, bus 
You Their Form was different, ſometimes like a Pillar ; whence Cowley, 

Beal 's ſpired Stone to Duſt was ground : Which I ſuppoſe was the proper day, 
which the Jews were fo often forbidden to make ; at others, rownd and white, 
like an exa# Globe. This Stone is alfo called Abaddir , as Gale from Priſcian, 


whence perhaps the Devil's Name Abaddon in the Revelations : All of them Pm 


inclin'd to belicve' the ſame with that Jupiter Lapis or Terminus of the Romans, 
. whom La#antius mentions, who was fo ftubborn he'd not yield an Inch co Fu- 
piter Latialis himſelf, but kept his. ground inthe Capiro}, when all the other Gods 
were afraid of the Thunderer. 

© 409. That lis, Io, angry Juno are | | 

The ſame, your own beſt Writers oft declare.) Euripides, -as quoted by Bcchart, ſays, 


the Phenicians and Thebans thought 1/is the ſame with the common Mother, Hero-- 


ditws in Euterpe, as I find him quoted in Gale, ſays, the Image of 1{5 was of the- 
ſame Frrm with the Grecian Io, Now further, that ji was 7uno is plain, becauſe 
Pluterch ſays in Craſſus, that the Hieropolitan {s, who was this I/s, is alſo 
called *Hez or Funo. And the ſame 1/s is called by Julian in his Oration, De 
metre Deorum, 1 wimg T6» 0x61, &c © Mother of the s; and Wife of Fove z and 
again, Ars ovy2wne©- x oYrIgor®@;, which could agree to none but Funo. | 

411. The ſame their way of Life.) See Herodotus, who deſcribes I/is as meroriou 
Th dixvwlyny, running to and fro on the Earth. So Plutarch, Apuleius, Sanchonia- 


then, Lucian, and. others ; and the ſame is true of Iv, and Fun rambling after her . 


Tupiter. | 

413. 4nd all—The Wife of Fove.J]. Of Is 'tis prov'd, of Fans not doubted ; 
nor can it be of Io, if the ſame with Faw, as ſhe was by Ovid's leave, only 2 
Contraction of it, tho? he _ makes her a Concubine of Fupiter. | 

414. All horwd alike.} So ſays Herodotus of Iſis and Io, Bexiguiy ir, therefore 

, rue of uno. See more below in Afarte. 

416, Hence Iſis, Cer tq Libyan Waſts he fled, — With her own double Crown, &c.] 
Libyan Waſt, where the Temple of Amen is deſcrib'd by Dionyfius, 8 THuoGr Ai 
Coxclo bet Jauals fad mai. Where the Scholiaſt thus :. *"HezGr. avye 37 newwepowmay 

w 77 Ads iv adnb 1 dzanue, 'Aup3r 33 Koyiamr Ty Die xgatn. That Heroderus lays, that 

this Image of Fupiter had Horns like a Ram; whence the Fable of Fupirer's twn- 

ing himſelf into a Ram when he fled from = Giants into Egypr'; *and _ 
. | n tnin 
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think Aferoth, or Afterte, was worſhipped in the form of a Sheep, as we learn from 
the Rabbies. | 

421, Their ſacred Ox did Joſeph repreſent.] So Voſſius, and moſt other learneq 
Men ; which is made more probable by the Erymology of Seraps, which lgni. 
fies, as ſome think, Ox Farher. TFoſeph was, as he himſelf. ſays, a Father to Pharaoh, 
The Ox, a laborious Creature, is the Emblem of Plenty and Induſtry : Further 
the Image of Serapis had a Buſhel on its head, as Suidas deſcribes it, in memory 
of his providing Corn for the People : And Sandford tells us, that Minutizs, the 
Prefect of Proviſions at Rome, was honoured with che Statue of a golden Ox for 
much the ſame Reaſon. 

425. By Father. Abram ff from Chaldee brought.) That the Chaldeans were 
the moſt ancient Philoſophers, there is bur little doubr, any more than that Abra- 
ham was a Ghaldean. Philo aſcribes the Invention of Letters ro Abraham, tho? 
Eupolemus, Artapan, and others, to Moſes. Abraham might teach them to the Phe- 
nicians, as they,” we know,” did by Cad to the Grecians, and Moſes to the Egyy. 
tians;, who tho? they might teach him their own Learning, there's no neceſſity 
they ſhould reach him his Lerrers, But that the Epyprians learned ?em from a 
Stranger, their own Writers acknowledge, and we find .in Plate. 

426. Whether from Seth eternal Pillars Jearn'd.] As Joſephus aflerts, and ſpeaks 
of one of them as remaining in Syria to his time ; which one would think he'd 
ſcarce have done, had there-been no foundation for ſuch a thing : Nor is there 
any Contradiction or Abſurdity in it. | | 

429. Their boaſted Hermes ours, and not their own. | Hermes is ſaid to have invented 
Letters, or at leaſt brought *em into Egypr. This oſes is concluded to have done, 
therefore he muſt be that Hermes. | | 

430. Nay even the old Chaldeans ſacred Fire, 

Which Delphos, you, and all the World admire, 

Tour Veſta, Perſia's Mitra, are but one 

The ſame with Moloch, Ammon, and the Sun.) The old Chaldeans were the firſt 
who worſhipped the Fire, which ſome attribute to Nimrod ; this, 'tis thought, was 
done at Ur, which the Vulgar render Fire. The ſame ſacred Fire or £ymbol of the 
Sun, was alſo ador'd at Deiphos, and almoſt every where elſe, eſpecially by the 
Romans, under the Name of Veſta; the Perſians worſhip'd it under the Name of 
Mitra, and at other times they call'd it Amanus, why not from Ammon ? who had 
alſo his ſacred Fire perpetually preſerv d ; of which, ſee Plutarch in his Diſcourſe 
of Oracles. 

436. The Egyptian Iſis, Queen of Heav'n, you name 
Nur Juno, owr Aſtarte is the ſame, x 
 An1 both the Moon, i» Venus all agen 
Agree, great Mether ſhe of Gods and Men.] Julian begins his Prayer thus to J/s, the 
ſame, as he thinks, with Dea, Rhea, and Demeter or Ceres, *Q bd & dy9gd mor wing. 
* O thou Mother of Gods and Men! And juſt after, evy3zors 4Ai@;, * Partner of 
© the Throne of Fove. That Funo is Queen of Heaven among the Heathens, is granted. 
That Aftarte is the ſame with Juno, and both with the 440, will appear from 
the Deſcription we.have of her in Sanchoniatbon, and others. She wore upon her 
own Head, fays he, that of a Bull, juſt as Juno is before deſcrib'd, repreſencin 
a Creſcent or Half Moon. She's agreed to be the fame with 4ſhterorb the Goddels 
of the Sidonians, whom the Fews worſhip'd in SamueFs time, and Solomon after- 
ward. The fame with that 1 Bdax inthe A&s, which has fo puzz!'d Interpreters, 
of whom the Writer of Tobir, quoted by Mr. Cowley, Every Ty Bdaa 7H Aztecs, © they 
© {acrificed to Baal the Heifer ; the ſame with Baaltis, or Belis, or Beliſama, which 
laſt ſignifies exa&tly the Queen, as Beelſamen the King, of Heaven ; by whom the 
Moon 1s thought to be intended, and call'd by that Title. in the' Holy 'Scriprures. 
That this 4ftarte is the Moon, further appears from Lucian's Dea Syria, *Agigmy d' 
5d Joxic ownvatey firar, © T eſteem Aftarte tobe the 4400n. . Further, that Juno, and 
' Venus, andthe Moon, are all one, is Voſſius's Opinion, Ir has been already _— 
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of Funo, and the Moor, and is as clear of Venus, from that forementioned Paſſage 
of Plutarch, where he ſays, the Hieropoliran Goddeſs was calPd by ſome Funo, by 
others Venus, and by others the Goddels: which takes care of the Principles and 
Seeds of things. I have only to prove, that Aftarre. is Venus, which Tully expreſly 
affirms De natura Deorum : © Venus Syria Tyroque concepta, que Aſtarte wvocatur. And 
et more plainly, the Iſſe Erythia near Spam, which, as Bochart ſays, was called 
Aſhtorerh or Aſtarta by the Phenicians, was alſo nam'd by ſome *Agesdoias, by 
others *Hegs vio, the Iſle of Venus and Funo. This Venus had alſo many other 
Names ; the Afjrians, as Herodotus, call'd Venus AMylitta, the Arabians Alita, (from 
a Compoſition of both which, with a ſmall Variation, might the Iſland Melira.or 
Malta be named, where was formerly a Temple of Yenus,. as Cytheron, Erythia, and 
other places for the ſame Reaſon) the Perſians as before Mitra, as learned Men 
have conjectured, from the Perſian Merhter, which ſignifies great, whence the Greek 
wing, the Latin Mater, from the Doric, and our Engliſh Mother. But why ma 
not this Mira as well come from Mitzraim the Sun, as Voſſius thinks, and accord- 
ingly ſome call this Idol the Sun, YVenus, or whatever 'twas, Mitra, or Mithra, 2s 
Suidas ; others Meſra or Mizra, as Philo; nor is't any wonder it ſhould be reckon- 
ed both Maſculine and Feminine, fince ſuch was the Statue of ancient Yenus ; 
ſuch, 'tis thought, Priapus, and the Deus Lunus, and fo 4ſtarte or Aſtortus. Nay, 
the ſame God or Goddeſs was ſtill worſhip'd by the Arabians in Mahomets time, 
who in his Alcboran thus upbraids them with their Idolatry, Surar. 5 i. * Have you 
6 not ſeen Allath, and Alloza, and Menath ; which A4lloth ſeems the ſame with the 
Aljtta of Herodotus, only an Arabick Termination for a Greek. Beidar in his 
Commentary on the Place ſays, they were all three one Image, bearing the re- 
ſemblance of every living Creature, (as ſome think the Pantheon,) and yet like a 
Woman. Iſa-bar-ali, cited by Hottinger, ſays, *rwas the Star of the God Remphar : 
St. Ferom tells us this Star was Lucifer, which in'his time the Arabians worſhip? - 
and Lucifer in the Morning is Venus in the Evening. This Menath ſeems to be the 
fame with Mercury, worſhip'd in thoſe Parts, as fome have thought, by the Name 
of Meni, and who, according to Beidar's Deſcription, was the fame with Venus, an 
Hermaphrodite in the moſt proper ſence of the Words. . | 
a5o. To Cyprus firſt from the Sidonian ſhore.] It appears that the Worſhip of 
Venus came from Sidon and the Phenicians to the reſt of the World, becauſe they 
were the firſt who ador'd her, near whoſe Shoar: is the Iſle of Cyprus, where ſhe 
had an ancient Temple, and whence ſhe bore the Name of Cypria. See Pau- 
ſanias in Attics, who thus ſpeakin of the Temple of Yenus Urania ; * She was wor- 
ſhipped firſt, ſays he, by the Aſyriavs, then by the Cyprians, Paphians and Pheni- 
cians of Paleſtine, whence the Inhabitants of Citheron learnt to adore her. 
452. Paſt Icaria gone.] A {mall Iſland in the <Agean Sea, near Samos, as Bo- 
chart thinks, a Colony of the Phenicians, 
453- At Samos toucht, where they her Temple rais'd, 
And by the Grecian Name of Juno prai”d. | Funo had a famous Temple at Samos, 
which Virgil celebrates. - Voſſius thinks Fupiter was deriv'd from Fab mniy, and Fa- 
za; from the ſame Fah, and that in the ſame manner was formed Fans, as from 
thence Juno 5 Which Words among the ancient Romans were <he ſame, the « and « 
being frequently chang'd, as Calamus into Culmus; and o, as in Dido, being the 
Greek Termination. | | 4 
: 457. Nor far from thence other Erythian.J A Family of the Erytbrei are placed 
hereabouts, by Dionyſus, and others, Why I call them Eryrbians, not Erythre- 
ans, lee below. - 0 
. 46 1. Melica'paf.) Where was a famous Temple of hers, as before; and indeed 
ſhe left Temples and took Names at moſt of the conſiderable [ands and Ports of the 
Seas. Whence ſlie's call'd Cypria, Paphia, Cytherea; Erycina, Melitea, &c. 
462. By her old Name, ] That of Fwno moſt ſolemnly ador'd at Carcbage, which 
' gave Virgil a very neat occaſion for moſt of his Machines in his e/£»eis. 
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465. To Gades, and the rich Tarteſlian Strand.) Tarteſſus was famous in all an- 
cient Stories and Writers, tho* now the Place it ſelf where it ſtood is hardly 
known. Some think it the ſame with the Tarſhiſb whicher Solomon's Ships went 
which is not improbable, from the vaſt quantities of Gold and Silver formerly 
found there ; Þtica Hiſpania being alſo formerly call'd Tarſis. Thucydides ſays the 
Phenicians buwlt this Tarteſſus. 

476. To that new World without.) Britain, which was call'd, when firſt known 
to the Romans, alter orbis ; and is deſcrib'd as ſach by Agrippa, in his Speech to 
the _ Foſephus gives us, with which none doubt but the Phenicians werg 
acquainted. «7 

|__ Where Cxflar late for Life, &c.] So ſay the Britiſh Hiſtorians, and he 
himſelf owns little leſs. 7 

479. Bel and Aſtarte known and worſhip”d there.) That Bel or Baal was known, 
and his Worſhip introduc'd here in Britam by the Phexicians, ſeems probable from 
the frequent Footſteps of the Name amongſt us. a as before, is recorded in 
our Hiſtory as the Father of Cefjibelan ; our Belinus is alſo famous. Our Cz»o-belis, 
and others ; to which add the Names of B:llingſgare, Billing-borough, &c. Nay, 
Cemders Inſcription mentions the God Belinus here in Britam. That Bel or Baal 
was the ſame with Hammon or Jupiter, has been already proved, as alſo with 
Moloch or Saturn, a Phenician Idol. Now. we have the Name of Hammosr in 
our Portus Hammonis, . or Portſmouth ; and Hem-oozs in Plymouth, and ſeveral other 

Places. We had an Idol whoſe very Shape and manner of Worſhip was proper 
unto their Baal or Moloch: Of which, fee Sams's Brirannia, where he has a Cut 
of that huge wicker Idol, in whoſe Body -the old Britains us'd to incloſe the 
Ch:ld that was to be facrific'd. That Aſftarte was known here, Bochart thinks, 
and endeavours to prove: it by the Word Aeftar, which he derives from the 
Name of that Goddeſs, and by a Paflage in the Ryman Hiſtorians, who tell us, 
when Queen Boadicia was joyning Battel, ſhe cry'd out, O Adraſte help; which 
he believes was the ſame with Afarte. And why mayn't it be lawful co gueſs en, 
and derive the Name of the S:arrpoint in Cormnwal, from the ſame Goddeſs ? Tho' 
more ſure we are, that we have another of her Name without the alteration of 
one Letter, here on the Britih Shores, and that's Beliſama ; for we find Beliſame 
eftuarium between the Rivers Deva and Sabrine, now Dee -and Severn, in Prole- 
25's firſt Table of Europe. Nay further, what if. we ſhould find both their Names 
Bel and Aſtarte in one Word, and that's Belerium, now St. Burien in Cornwell ; 
deriv'd, not improbably, from Bel and Ery, Venus, or Funo, or Aſtarte ; as in Ery- 
tbia, Erycma, and twenty other Inftances, the Phenicians being deſirous to perpe- 
tuate the Name and Honour both of. their Gods :and Goddeſſes together, exattly 
anſ{werable to that proper Name, Bel«-afartzs, whom we find in = Liſt of their 
Kings. See more in the next Note. | | 
a83. Which Erythra.]J There's hardly any thing of this nature has bred more 
Coontroverfie among the Criticks, than the Eryhbreas Sea, of which they give 
many different nx Any, 766 tho” I think moſt agree that as ſo call'd from the 
Iſle Erythra, where one King Erzthraxs was buried, tho? who. or what he was, or 
when he liv'd; they tell us not-; ſome making him Eſau, others they know not 
whom : All which difficulty vaniſhes, if we read Erjthia inſtead of Erythrs, and 
give the ſame Name to this Iſland in the Arabian Gulf with that which is either 
near the Gazes, or the ſame with chezw. This is made probable by a Paflage of 
Solinus, concerning that in the Straits mouth : © Erythia, ſays he, which fome alſo 
* call Erytbrea. This Errthia may anſwer almoſt exaRly to the- famous Yeu 
Urania, if we deriv'd it from Ey, which, as before, fgnifes uno or Venus from 
the Chaldee nn Here, libera; and ia, divine; or Hefiod's old 9da, whom be 
makes the Mother 'of the Gods. Which is ſtill rendred more probable. by what 
Bochart-rells of another Iſtand: call'd 4fterte in the Arabian Gulf, which ſeems no 
other than this Eryibra. 63 | | 
491. By heavenly Art turns the bleſt Earth to Gold.) The aurea Cherſoneſus, Of 
Golden Peninſula of Dionyſins. - 492, Where 
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492. Where Gomers Land thruſts out its double Head,) Now Cape Comorri, which 
ſome think derived from Gomer. | Woe” 

495. Colias is Venus call'd.] A Place hereabouts is term'd by Dienyſtus xo>gdds, 
not altogether unlike Calecut, which is in our Maps in the fame part of 4/5; 
with that in the old, which Celia is a Name of Venus. 

497. The .Corean Promontory lies, — Near where a Town ] Cape Cory. and the 
Town Talycory near it in Zeilan, by ſome thought the old Taprobane. Both pro- 
bably from Chora the Name of Fun. | | 

goF. Firſt born to Crete, and then to Ida's Hill, 

Then wandring with the Corybantic Crew, &c.] All known Stories of Fupiter. 

506. The Thracian Samos.) To diſtinguiſh ic from the other alrea y men- 
tion'd where Funo Was worſhip'd. 

507. The ſad Cabiri.] Samothracian Gods, as Bochart thinks, of Phenician Ori- 
ginal. They were four, as the Scholiaft on Apoilon. Argonaut. Axieros, Axickerſa, 
— and Caſmilus ; that is, as he interprets it, Ceres, Proferpine, Pluto, and 
Merculy. | 
' $32. Thence Moloch's cruel Food at ancient Tyre, 

Thence did thoſe ſavage Rites, &c. |] The Tyrians ſacrificing Children is notorious 
in Hiſtory, as the Carthaginians from them. The Romans alſo had humane Sa- 
crifices in: the Boaria, 'and the Greeks the ſame, as Plutarch tells us, 

538. The ſame curſt Offerings are in Albion made. ] See this deſcribd by Tacitus, 
of the Druids in the Ifle of Avgleſey, in a very lively manner. 


$44-: Thoſe two' great Lights ] This is generally thought by ſome to have been 


the original of Zabaiſm, or the worſhip of the heavenly Bodies, repreſented as 
has been ſaid by the eternal Fire among moſt Nations, and which has yet ſome 
Votaries in the Eff, both in Perſia and the Indies. | 

' 550. Now mighty Nimrod they their Bacchus make, —— Then our preat —_— 
See this prov'd By Gale, Voſſmus and others, in almoſt twenty particulars, all © 
which cawt be Fancy. . Bacchns paſs'd the Red Sea, made Water flow out of che 
Rock, gave Laws in two Tables, is deſcrib'd as Bicornis, turn'd his Rod into a 
Serpent, ſtruck his Enemies with darkneſs, firſt dire&ed in the worſhip of the 


Gods. Batcthus, Bochart derives from Bar-Chus, the Soy of Chus, as Nimrod was. 


He's call'd Nebrodes, the Greek Name of Nimrod Zagreus a Hunter, as Nimrod 
famous for his Wars and Expedition into India, fo Nimrod, all of which could 
not be by Accident. | 

552. Who ſometimes muſt the fam'd T aautus be.] This Taautus, Mercury, or Here 
mes, Teutates, Thouth, Theoth, or by whatever Names he's call'd, ſeems to have 


much of the ſtory of Moſes in thoſe Fragments we have left concerning him; 


*is the Opinion of the Theorif, that they are the ſame ; Moſes, ſays he, was 
both the Taautus and Hermes of the Egyptians. 

556. From us had yours their Orders, Names and Powers. | See this demonſtrated 
by the learned Scaliger, none could think the order of the Letters natural, nor 
could ſo many Languages accidentally hit on the ſame Order. 

563. 4 Serpents Form indue.) So Ovid and others deſcribe him, the true mean- 
in of which ſeems to be, that he and his Wife fled, lurk'd in Holes and Caves, 
ri Jo driven away by Yoſhua. 4 

567. Theſe Letters firſt, 8&c.] Vid. ſupra. 
' $74. Like bis, they Veſſels wrought. *Tis granted by Heathen Authors, that the 
Tjrians were the firſt Nawigators, as in that of Tibullus ; Prima ratem wentis crede- 
re dota Tyrus. And'tis not improbable that they learnt the Art from the Model 
which Noab left the World. | | 

577. This be whoſe Birthplace Samos boaſts well knew.) Pythagoras, who went 
to the Fews as well as the Egyprians and Chaldeans to learn Philoſophy, and Her- 
wippus ſays as much of him, who was his Scholar, and writ his Lite. He was 
circumcis'd that he might be permitted the Knowledge of the Jewi/h Religion ; 
after which,” he went to Croton in Daly. es 
| (G g) 587. Had 
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587: Had that great man, &c.] Plato it's undeniable had many of | his Notions 
from the Fews, tho' he cares not to own it, naming *em Barbarians, Egyptian; 
&C. | : 

| 588. His Qne and Many, &c.] Either *tis a natural Truth, or was left by Tre. 
dition, or he had it from the Fews : neither of the two firſt 1 doubt can be prov'd 
the laft therefore muſt be granted. That he believ'd a Trinity, and had i 
from others ; fo ſays Platinas, as I find him quoted in Dr. Cudworth's intelleQual 
Syſtem, p. 546. Where he ſays, the Ty; varazors dpyrrds. Tagathon or Hen, Now 
or Logos, and Pſyche, were not Plato's Inventions, but far more ancient » *Eys, 
Tos abryes Tos 3 wii ngerts. © That theſe Dodtrines are not new or of Yeſterday 
© but very anciently deliver'd, tho? obſcurely; The Diſcourſes now extant being 
© but Explications upon *em, appears from Plaro's own Writings ; Parmenide; 
« before him, having inſiſted on them. Thus Theodorer out of Porphyry, that God 
© himſelf bears Witneſs, that the Phenicians and Hebrews have found the way that 
&© leads tothe Knowledge of the Gods, tho' the Greciaxs have wandred from it. 

595- VVhom the firft Legiſlator.) So Foſephus ſays, and proves againſt @ppion: | 
And Diodorus expreſly affirms the ſame. - . F Ty 

599. Before Troy's VVars.] Vid. Foſeph. ubi ſupra» And Thallus the Hiſtorian 
tells ns, he was 930 Years elder. 

603. Did to our neighbouring Tſles.] Both Mines and Lycurgus, and others of the 
Grecian Legiſlators retir*d into Crete for the compoſing of their Laws ; where, as 
Serramus thinks, they had*em from the Few. | 
' * Gog. To usthe Attick Laws.) So Grotius affirms in his De Veritar. which is made 
more clear by Petit. de Legib. Attic. 

F oo An Heavenly Art.) So it has been always thought : not Jaught, but in- 
Ir fs , 
l 622. Fathers their Children bleſ#d in Poetry.) Facob his Twelve Sons. 

637. The Sacred Stile ) Which was then Verſe. 

640. VVith much of Pain wrung out ſome Doggrel Lines) Alluding co thoſe old 
blundering Verſes aſcrib'd to the Oracles. 

647. Old Linus firſt enticing croſs the Seas. | Linus was Certainly a Phenician, as 
well as Hercules, who was his Scholar, tho' a very unlucky one ;, tor he knock'd his 
old Mafter's Brains out. Thallus ſays, *twas this Linus who firſt brought the Wor- 
ſhip of Saturn into Greece, a Phenicians God, as has been often proved, and the 
fame with Molech. | 

649. Fawd Orpheus.] Orphexs was the Auditor of Linus, being, as Tatianus 
contra Gentes, Hercules his Contemporary. Tuſtin Martyr ſayshe was the firſt Au- 
thor of Pohtheiſm 53 and accordingly Diodor. Siculus, who gives the beſt Account 
of theſe fort of Antiquities of any of the Heathen, © Thar he firſt brought into 
Greece the Myſteries of Bacchus, Hades, ec. 

663. Leaning on a Staff. ] I think Gamalie!'s Conjeture has at leaſt as fair a Face 
of Probability, as thoſe of our Modern Cricicks, as to the Erymology of the 


jarled\au of Homer. | 
- 667. Our Siloam firſt ſupph*d your Helicon.) The Rabbies have a Story, that who- 


. ever drunk of the Water of Siloam, were filld with a Prophetical Spirit. The 


ſame the Heathen fancy'd of their Helicon. 'Tho' I have a further Intention here, 
namely, that their Poets borrow'd moſt of 'their Fancies and Ornaments from 
the-Hebrew Writings, as I have before obſerv'd. 

670. Aſcrean Sage.) Old Heſiod. | * 

685. The Properries & expreſs — Of that great Jove, &c ] Thus had Cel/ag and 
the cunning Heathens learn'd at laſt co plead for their Idolatry. i 

700, Much more the Heroes muff, when God: prevail.] Thus Fulian, in his Orat- 
on already cited, of Hercules, im? % dur vor, &c. © Aﬀer he is now gone to his 
« Father, he can with more eaſe take care of Humane Aﬀairs, than he could 


© while here upon Earth. 


701. Much rather then,-— The (potleſs Parent both of Gods and Men.} 1 would 
| not 
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not willingly hear an honeſt Heathen abus'd, nor let more be ſaid by *em than 
they really own. See almoſt the ſame Words' which I uſe, in: Fulian's Oration ; 
ae Tay dXA@ov 3Th Mn TAY Muay, « Much rather to the Mother: the Gods : And 
5 Stay x; dr9gwmwy wiryp. Where he repeats his Ave to her with a great deal of De- 
votion, asking all good Fortune here, and that ſhe'd receive his Soul hereafter. 

116. They from Conquer d Cities with *em bear, A notorious Cuſtom of the Re- 
"mans; and, I ſuppoſe, from the Story of. the Palladium, the Tyrians, and others 
"of alfo all the Heathens. ; 

728. Now the worſt of Men, now none at all ] None could be worſe than the beſt 
of their Gods, Saturn and Fupiter, and many of them only fabled Perſons that 
had never a Being ; as Longinus, and others among their Succeſlors. 

1140. In Satyrs, or in humane Form ador'd.] 'Tis obſervable the Devil has bur lir- 
tle chang'd Faſhions ſince he firſt endeavour'd to cheat or fright Mankind. He 
was then horned and clowen-footed, as Pan, the Satjrs, Apis, &c. and in the ſame 
Shape, Story ſays, he uſually ftill appears 

755. Old Numa's Temples knew' no Images. ] So ſays Varro, and that it was a long 
time before they were introduced at Rowe. 
7732+ Moving Temple.) So Foſephus calls the Ark. . 

778. Your Corban.] Some think this Corban, fo famous among the Fews, eſ- 
pecially the Phariſees, ſignify'd a ſolemn Oath or Imprecation, whereby they —_ 
, themſelves to do or not to do a thing. Origen, and others of the ancient Wri- 
| ters, as Dr. Hammond on the 15th. of St. Matthew, think it ſignifies a Gift con- 
ſecrated to God, a pretended devoting all their Subſtance to pious Uſes, which by 


their Law or Cuſtom, freed 'em from helping even their Father and Mother. 


Which Conſecration, or Devoting, might be done with an Oath, and then both 

Senſes agree, . | 
797. ha 

famous Latin, as well as Greek Authors | 

808. This I'm ſure is ſo ] Oppoſing Tradition, 

826. *Midſt Show'rs of Stones, and Sheets of deadiy Fire.) The Puniſhments in- 
fied by their Laws againſt falſe Prophets and Hereticks, Dez. 17. 12. Though 
the Romans did not care to put *em in execution 3; as we may ſee from Pilate, 
Flix, and others. | | 

833. #/boſe Patrons, ſacred Oral Truths ey.) *Twas notorious that the Phari- 

' ſres made the Word of God of no effet by their Traditions. So ſays the Tal- 
mud ; Plus eft in Verbis Scribarum quam in Verbis Legis,; and Virba Scribarum ama- 
biliors ſunt verbis Prophetarum. *© There's more in the Words of the Scribes than 
« inthe Words of the Law ; and the Words of the Scribes are more amiable than 
* the Fords of the Prophers, and yet higher,” Egredienti 4 ſtudio Talmudico ad ſtu- 
dium Biblicum non erit Pax: © There's no Peace to him who goes from the Study 
: of the Talmud to the Study of the Bible. Chriſt ſpoke againſt Traditions, and 
commands to ſearch the Scriptures, The Phariſees cry up Traditions, and for- 
bid the Scriptures to be read. Whether are to be obey'd ? 


I that Rome or Athens ] We cart ſuppoſe but that he had read the 


835. For Hereticks, &c ] I muſt doubly ask Pardon here, both for borrowing; 


theſe Verſes, and making thus uſe of *em; which I did, becauſe they expreſs the 
Dodrine and Plea of the Phariſees as cloſely and fully as *cis poflible to be done ; 
and had the Hind and Panther been writ in .his time, S. Paul would undoubtedly 
have read it, and mighthave quotedit too, as well as he does Menander. 

838. The Word is neither clear, nor perfe Rule.] So ſaid the Phariſees. Hence 
their Cabals, or Lex non ſcripta, containing Traditions, to ſupply what they pre- 
tended Imperfet, and Gloſſes, to illuſtrate what was not clear ; both of which 
they themſelves. would have the keeping of, and what Work they made with em, 


we may not only find in the Evangeliſts, but even in their own Writers. Si di- 


xerint Doftores dextram eſſe ſiniſtram, audi : Says Grotizs out of their Works; © If 
* our Do#ors ſays your Right Hand is your Left, you muſt believe *em. 


916. Trifles by the Learned World deſpis'd.] Great part of them Anagrammatick 
Fooleries. FR 
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; '917. Your Sephiroth are Truths mn Scripture plain] Many of theſe Sephirorh th 
Rabbies deſcribe in God ; among-the reſt, there is the Amen, the 4/phe and 0. 
mega, the Light, the Spirizr, which muſt .relate tothe Bleſſed Trinity, being the 
very Expreflions by which the Holy Scriptures denote unto us the Father, Sor, and 
Holy Ghoſt ; = accordingly the Rabbies ſay, that © Afany Sephiroth do nor hinder 
'©'the Unity | | 6; 
- 923. One ſtep beyond the Haſmonzan Race.] They pretended Antiquity to au- 
chorize their unlawful Impoſitions, and call'd **m, ©** The Traditions of the Farher:. 
Eprphanius ſays, The great things the Phariſees pretended to more than others, and 


made Vows to:perform *ent, were theſe following, Virginity, conftant Prayers, 


Diſcipline of the Body, and Abſtinence from Meat and Steep. They pretended 
from Ezra, but could prove no farther than from the Times of Fonathar the 
High-Prieft 5 which tho? Foſephs calls 4 Temporibus antiquiſſimis, was but about 140 
Years before. | 

932. Sometimes the High-Prieſts, as you muſt own.) See Foſephus, and A; 5. 17. 
The High-Prieſt, and all they that were with him, which were of the Sett of the Sad. 
 ducees. Fn | 

964. A looſe Court, to Zadok's Sef inclin'd,} The Court of Herod. Some make 
the Herodians and Sadducees all-one ; there might indeed be ſome difference between 
*tm;tho? *tis hard tofay which was worſt;and many oftheirOpinionswerethe ſame. 

092. Their. Breath.) This holds in that Country, tho' not in ours. 

- r08g. The Law, the Prophets, ' and the Pſalms contain] Thus a learned Rabb; be- 
ing ask*d how he-prov'd the Reſurteion from the Sacred Writings ; anſwer'd, 
& From the Law, the Prophets; and the Pſalms. 

T092. The Spirit ſays, Man' rather {leeps than dies.] That Expreflion is often 
usd in Holy Scripture, even in the Old Teffament, Deut. 31. 16. 1 King 1. 12. 
Fob. 75.21. and that with an Excluſion to Annihilation ; for Daniel :2. 2. Thoſe 
that ſleep in the Duſt ſhall awake. 

' 1115. Even joyn'd to Soul, each day "tis born and dies.) That is, as to particular in- 
dividuated Matter, by the addition of new Particles, and awolation of the old. 

I142: Spiteful him confeſs. It's not likely the Devils confeſs?d our Saviour ont 
of any Good Hill, but rather, as. it ſhould ſeem, on purpoſe to diſgrace his Do. 
&rine and Perſon ; for which reafon he forbad 'em to do it. 

- 1143. Whether to their own dark Abyſs confin'd.} Dr. Hammond thinks , that 
when the Devils beſought our Saviour that he'd not ſend 'em out into the: Deep, 
it relates to their own Aby/s of Hell; and that *tis equivalent to that other t hrafe, 
© Not tormenting *em before their time. - | | | 

1177. The' ſofteſt Linnen.] Ludolfus is very angry with Dives for wearing this 
fine Linnen, which he ſays he did, Propter mollitiem carnis: But if that had been 
all his Fault, methinks they ſhould have let him gone no further than Purgarory : 
For tho? there are a ſort of Men in the World, who may find I know not what 
Merit and Super-erogation in ſcrubbing their Carcaſſes with Hair-Cloth, and being 


more zaſty than their Neighbours, yer one would think, wearing clean Linnen, 


tho?.it happen'd to be fire too, ſhould be only a Verial Sin. 

1185. Where nothing elſe they burn.) One of the Arabia's, where they have 
ſuch Plenty of Spites, and Want of other Fuel, that Geographers ſay , they 
make uſe of 'em for their common Firing. | 

i189, The fitteſt Meat with Angels Bread.] Becauſe the -Jraelites eat *em with 
Manna. | 

1192. The beauteow Fowl.) The Pheaſant, which ſtill keeps its Name, tho? it 
has fetch'd ira great way off. ET 

1243. Lickd his Sore.] Ludolfus here has a very odd Allegory in his Prayer at 
the end of this Parable , YVeniant Canes Doffores tui, ut lingant Vulnera peccatorum 
meorium ! 

1258. Calm the Reliques.] A Line of Mr. Norris. 

1307. Or xtmoſt Thule.J By this famous Ultima Thule, I think there's little 


doubt * 
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Joabt but 1nd is intended in antient Writers, eſpecially the Poets who have of- 

a occaſion for it. Thus Diowſius having been before ſpeaking of the Iſles - 

of Britain, he ſays, *tis in the Ocean beyond 'em,. and that you need a good Ship 

carry you to it: Tony 5 acyriqors wy 5lfy Qzzayiio Nyody ney Obanlw Ccpyli vet 

wins. He gives yet, if I miſtake not, another Mark of it, particularly of this 

Hels, a burning Mountain there, which Tradition makes one of the Vents of 
« "Hual* cur x vxms dergards nuge) wwe which the Tranſlator thinks relates to 


teLengrh of Dys, tranſlating vg by Lumes, | But it ſeems at leaſt as probable, 
that by this Fire pour'd ont Night and Day in this:Hland, the *Author mighe 
mend this Mount Heels, which is'famous for inceſſantly cafting out Smoak arid 


1315. Tho veſt as that. ] So the Poet. | 

1314+ 2p; next Guilt, ] Undoubtedly a terrible Pain, fince ſet to expreſs 
what's infinite. 

1497. With parting Beams. ] Siloam lies Weſt of Jeruſalem. 
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ARGUMENT 


OF THE 


Seventh BOOK. 


UR Saviour and his Diſciples come early to the Temple, the Muſick 
whereof is deſcribed, and the ſeveral Inſtruments the Fews mad: a of 
in their Sacred Service. The Morning Anthem. The Buyers and Sellers 
in the Temple, and our Saviour's driving 'em thence, purſuing em to Solomon! 
Porch, which is deſcribed, with the Yally of Kidron, and the Precipice bs 
tween Mount Moriah and Olivet. 1n the mean while his Diſciples ſurvey the 
Buildings of the Temple, the Gates, the Courts, the Pillars, and the Gold 
Vine, and finding our Saviour, with Admiration ſhew them to him, and diſcourſe 
of them; who prophefies the DeſtruQtion of all thoſe ſtately Buildings; which 
he more at large deſcribes, on their Defire, as aſcending thence, and looki 
back on the City and Temple from the Mount of Olives ; mentioning <, 
the Riſe of a Falſe Chriſt, or Antichriſt, zz the. World ; and, on thir 
ſtall defiring to know more of theſe Mutters, foreſhews the Oppoſition his Fol 
lowers ſhould firſt meet with by the Roman Empire, «nder the Ten Perſecu- 
tions ; when Conſtantine ſhould conquer the Heathens under his Banner, and 
embrace the Chriſtian Religion. After which, on the Degeneracy of tht 
Church, Mahometaniſm ariſes in the Eaſtern, and Popery in the Weſtern 
World, the latter followed and check'd by the Reformation, and at laſt a+ 
 ftroyed by Chriſt's ſecond Coming. Which he goes on to deſcribe, and exhoris 
'em to be always ready for it, the preciſe Hour not + firſt by Parables 
that of the ten Virgins, and of the Lord and his Serſnts. Then by a plas 


Relation of the manner and Pomp of the laſt Judgment. The Conflage 
tion of the World. The Sentence of the Juſt and Unjuſt, and their eternd 
Bliſs and Mitery. The Book concluding with a Prayer of the Amthor, being 
a Paraphraſe on that Part of the Litany, In all Time of our Tribulation, 
in all Time of our Wealth, in the Hour of Death, and in the Day of Judg: 
ment, Libera nos. b 
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Tt < Skies, © 
=y Did over lofty Olivet ariſe : 


0:4 (cd: Bf Gently he roſe, as him forma ſacred Awe 
Re S= Had ſeiz'd, when firſt the Temple Roofs he 
ſaw ; 


Saw thro' the Shades, nor durſt dire&ly ſee, * 


| Left that ſhould daxle him, as mortal he : 


Scarce cou'd his own reflected Image bear, 
From the vaſt Golden Mirrour flaming thete : : 
Earlier than he his watchſnl Maker role, 


10 As early to his Fathers Houſe he goes 


Hh 2 With 
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With his lov'd Twelve, when thoſe within unfold 
The mighty Gates, heavy with loads of Gold: * # 
Twice 'Tcn robuſtuous Servants there attend, * 
Who to the Work their Shoulders panting lend : 

The Gentites, and the Womans Court they pals 

To the Third Gate, of rich Corinthian Braſs ; * 

Next Iſrael's Court they enter, proſtrate there, 

T attone high Heav'n with pious Hymns and Prayr, 
In decent ranks the Yeſted Prieſts begin, ® 20 
Loud anſwer'd by the full-month'd Qgire within : 

Muſick's ſoft Notes, and loud Majeſtick ſound; 


From the gilt Roofs and vaulted Courts rebound, 
And diſtant Zion-hill beats back the ſacred Sound: 
Nature and Art in the bleſt Service joyn, 
 Poices and tuneful Inſtruments combine ; 
The Conſort firſt ſweet Ayeleth begun, * 
And welcom'd to the World the ; oF ON ; 
Next the Creator's Praiſes they recite | 
On Alamoth, chaſt Virgins belt delight; * : 20 
Grave Jonath, ſoft Mabalah mixt with theſe, * 
And melting Harps that never fail'd to pleaſe : * 
Shrill Cornets,” clanging Trumpets, apt tr inſpire, 
Wirh holy Raptures, or with Martial Fire ; 
The Anthem this, once ſung to David's royal Lyre. 


PSALM 135. Hallelyab! 


* I Ofcy Hallelujahs ſing 
To th' Alwiſe, th' Almighty King! 
we | Ly 
im with Hearts and Voices raiſe ; by 
Him, ye his bleſt Servants, Praiſe! 


Ye who ever ſtand to bleſs, 50 
In the Beauty of Holineſs! 
In his Houſe, with Glory crown'd, 
Or the ſacred Courts around, 


Him,. the Spring, of Life and Light, 

Boundleſs Goodnefs, boundleſs Might! 
_ Him and his great Name record ! 
The Service is its own reward, * 
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You, O Iſrael's Sons rejoyce! 
Your Father's Gods, peculiar Chaice ! 
Great and high! What Idol dare | 
T- With the Lord of Hoſts compare ? 


His Pow'r no other Limits knows, 
But what his Goodneſs will impoſe : * 
Heav'n, Earth and Sea his Orders keep ; 
Cloſc he ſeals the Aged Deep. | 


See his Clouds make black the Skes, 
Lightnings glare, and Storms ariſe; 
And freed from their dark ſtony Cave, 
Hark, th' impetuous Whirlwinds rave. 


60 To Zoar's Fields, with Blood o'exflown, 
Too well his Signs and Wonders kaown; 
Known by their F;rſt-born too well, . 


Firſt they, and then their Fathers fell. 


He pow'rful Nations did ſubdue; 

| Monſters quell/d, and Tyrants ſlew: 
Sihon, by th' Amorite obey'd, | 
And mighty Og, who Baſhan ſway'd. 


In vain proud Car'ans Kings combine, 
"Their weak Arms in vain they joyn; 
The fooner all they Captive ſtand, 
To J1/rael, God diſpoſed their Land. F 


70 Still, O God! Thou art the ſame, 
Stilt we ſing thy glorious Name ; 
Our glad Hymns thy Juſtice raile, 
And thy pard'ning Goodneſs praiſe. 


Not ſo the Gods by Mortals made, 
To whom vain Yows and Incenſe paid ; 
In vain for their Advice they come, 


Mouths they have, bur ſtill are dunab. 
Lifeleſs 


UMI 
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Lifelels Eyes, which ſee no more 
Than thoſe Stocks who them adore ; 
Nor their Ears the ſound can take, 8 


Which their loſt Devotions make: 


'Tho' they lean their Noſtrils down, 
If they've no Incenſe, they'll not frown; 
Such are they, and ſuch are thoſe, 
Who on them their Hopes repole. 


You, O Iſrael, who alone, : 
The great God of Gods have known ; 
You, who guard his holy place, 
Mitred Aaron's ſacred Race | 


You, who from great Levi ſpring, go 
His illuſtrious Praiſes ſing ! _— 
You too ought to do the ſame, 

Each good Mar*that fears his Name. 


Ar once let all our Yows aſpire! 

Let our glad: Voices fill the Quire ; | 
Him bleſs who do's at Salem dwell, 
The Saviour of his Iſrael ! 


|  Halleljab! 


Exod. 30.9, Mean while, rich Incenſe feeds the ſacred Fire, * 
8. And odorif'rous Clouds to Heav'n. afpire ; 
Next on the Brazen- Altar bleeding lies 100 
Exod. 29, A Milk white Lamb, the morning Sacrifice; * 
39.49% With theſe the Priefts, the holieft Mincha joyn, * 
A cheerful blaze of Flow'r, and Ol and Wine : 
In filence then, their private Pray'rs they make, 
'Then frequent Crowds the ſacred Walls forſake; 
Our Saviour laſt; bur fuch as ſtill remain, 
_ With I/ref's God © adore their Ido! Gain : | 
Scarce from their Knees they roſe, (-and worldly Care 
Had ſeiz'd their Thoughts, &'en white diſſembling there ; ) 
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hen firain a bufie Elum ran round 'the place, 
| t/ EE And all chings ftrair pur on a diff rent Face: 
© The Temple a profane Exchange was naade, 
8 © Religion vaniſh'd thence, or grown a Thelts.- 5 1/8 
2X Some in the Chaiſters guintal. She Shops unfold, 
> And ſpread on Tables glitt'ring heaps of Gold; 
© Some Fate neck'd Doves, and murm Ning Turtles bring, 
E 'The poor Good-mans accepted Offering, John 2. 14. 
| > Thus the arch'd-Roofs, while the void [pace between 
x6 Soon fills with duſty droves of Beafts and Men ; 
. : # "Here free-neck'd Bullocks which difdain'd the Yoke, 
Stand ready far the Sacrificers ſtroke; 
-- The largeſt chat rich Byſan's Paſture feeds, 
| The choice of all that Flowry Hermon breeds.: 
* Here num'rous Flocks from Shar s lovely Plain 
Stand bleating by, or drag their pond'rous Train ; 
' While ſpotlels Lambs the next partition fill, 
' X Driv'n with more eaſe from Carmel's fertile Fil. 
"All eager bent on the hot chaſe of Gain, 
"wp Some bargain, ſome adviſe, and ſome complain: 
All were deceiv'd, or elſe Deceivers there, 
Duſt and a confuſed Noj/e falls the Air: - 
The Saviour ſaw, and ſtrait ſuch Frowns he wore, - 
As ne'er were {cen on his calm Face before : 
* Bluſhes at onee of Shame and Anger riſc ; 
 Ajuſt Reſentment ſparkling in his Eyes, | \ 
2 _ breaks in Words — Avoid profane! he cries! 
Hence ſacrilegious Wretches, not diſgrace 
g With your unhallow'd Feet this ſacred Place! 
; 199 That Houſe where holy Pray'rs ſhou'd force the Skies, 
You've made a Den of Thieves, a Scene of Cheats and' Lies. 
Aftions his Words ſucceed, when flow they-went, 
{ 


Them thence with unexpected baſt he ſent ; 

A Scourge, with Slaves rhe fitteſt Argument, 

He do's of ſtrongly-wiſted Cords prepare, 

And ſoon with ſtrokes and cries relounds: the Air t 

None dutſt refit, but murm'ring melt away, 

As guilty Ghoſts fly (wift th” approach of Day. 

To the bright Eaſtern-gate: he them purlu'd, 
a Wikch Kidron's borrid Vale betieath it view'd; 


. Unfathotin'd 


eats « — — 4 


Vid. Joſeph. 
de Bell. Fud, 


1 Kings 7. 
21, 


Unfathom'd Precipice! to the loſt ſight 
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At once affording Terror and Delight. 

Yet here great Solomon, and none bur he 

Con'd dot, with'much of Pain and Induſtry, 

A wond'rous Pile, in ſpite of Nature rais'd, | 
Whilſt all the Nations round him fear'd and prais'd : ' 
The Work-men min'd deep, wond'rous deep below, * 
As to the Center's ſelf they meant to go: 

Of Tyre they were, and oft had plough'd thoſe Seas, * 
Where lie the doubtful Caſiterides : 160 
Beneath fome ill that threats the angry Main,  * » 
There had they oft purfu'd ſome wand'ring Vein, 

And dug almoſt co Hell in ſearch of Gain ; 

Yec neer ſo near as now — The Turrets riſe 

As high above the-Earth, as deep amidſt the Skies : 

Beneath whole ſpacious Arch our Saviour taught; 

For whoſe kind touch th' Infirm and Maim'd they brought, 


| He Gur'd 'em all, wide ſpreads his Fame around, 


And Death and Med'cine no employment found. 
Thus buſy'd there, his choſen Twelve the while, 

Wondring, ſurvey the Temples glorious Pile ; 

On ſolid Rock the firm Foundation's laid , 


170 


Of Earthquakes or of Thunder not afraid ; 
Firm as the Centersſelf on which they ftay'd: 
Thoſe everlaſting Gates the Porches cloſe, * 
Tall as the mighty Cedars them compole ; 


The ſpacious Courts, which ſuch vaſt Growds cou'd hold, 


The glitr'ring Pillars, and the Yine of Gold: * 

The Temples ſelf, all gilt its Front and Side, 

A Godlike-Work, and worthy Herod's pride : 

The ſtarely Porch. 'rwixt two vaſt Columns roſe, * 
Jachin and Boaz ſcarce more tall than thole ;- - 

Of the Corinthian:Order, fair and high, 6 

Sweet Beauty joyn'd with awtul Majeſty: 

The Stones ſo huge, they ſcarce dare truſt their Senſe ; * 
Each a whoſe, Mountain ſeem'd, not hew'd from thence: 
Yer theſe vaſt Ribs of fron cloſer chain, 


180 


So large, each rather ſeem'd a Native Fein, 


A heap of Miracles: When long they ſtay'd, 


» And 
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; 190 And all things with anweary'd Eyes ſuryey'd ; | 
| Wondrring, they to the brauteons Porch repair, \ - . 
And find with Joy th\ir much loy'd Maſter there: | - 
Whom they,,.yet full pf the prodigious Sight, ' + 
To the ſame Entertainment. wou'd. invite 2 1 | 
What Stones, what Building here ! how rare, how'vaft ! 
Sure theſe as long as Time it ſelf malt laſt ! 
To whom, with a wiſe /adneſs in his Eyes, .- 
Which boded ſomething more, our Lord replies ;' . 
d — With ſuch vain Hopes no more your ſelves deceive, 
200 Prepare to meet that Fate you won't believe ! 
| Not one of thole proud Tow'rs. which Feav'ninyade; 
Whoſe ſtrong Foundations, deep as Hell are laid ;:. 
| Bur foon mult kiſs the Duſt — Nat one of thole : © 
Prodigious Stones which this hugh Pile compoie 3 i 
Now, e&'en by more than their own weight combin'd, 
As parts of Matter, cloſe to Matter joyn'd ; 
Not one, but by a Force ſuperior born, 
* From its old Seat, from its ſtrong Brethren torn, 
R Muſt from theſe Walls and firm Foundations go, 
210 And ſink for ever in the Yale below, Soo 
Struck with thele dreadful Truths they filent ſtood, 
Pale Fear had ſtop'd their Words and child their Blood : 
Bold Cephas firſt reviv'd, and as they went 
Their well known way, o'er Olivets aſcent, - 
Thro' the cool Shades for pleaſant Bethante, 
Submits, he asks, When theſe dread Things ſhou'd be? 
What ſure Prognoſticks their afproach- declare, 
| And his, that wiſe, they might for both prepare > 
0 Whart dreadful Sights his Coming ſhou'd fore-ſhow ? 
220 * How they the Worlds and Temples End might know ? 
Silent our Lord awhile, and looking down 
Compaſſionate on the devoted Town, 
Intent he ſtood, and fix'd his lab'ring Mind, 
On the prodigious Scene of Woes behind; - 
Till Tears and Words at length well-mingled brake, 
From his ſad Eyes and Lips, and thus he ſpake. 
Ah, loſt Jeruſalem ! how much, how oft 
Haſt thou thy Rain, I thy Welfare ſought! 
Oft did{t my Prophets, as ImpoRtors, ſtone, 


I i | And 
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Mat. 24-73- 
Luke 17.36, 


And ſhed their Blood who came to ſave thy own : 

E'en I, the Fir, who left my Native Sky, | 

Ungrate /- to bring thee Life, my ſelf muſt Die. 

How oft wou'd I thy wand'ring Flocks have led 

To Gyſtal Streams, in Flowry Paſtures fed ? 

Thy ſtubborn Sons my kind Protefion lent, 

Ar once preſerv'd 'em ſafe and innocent ? 

As heat and warmth the Royal Eagle brings, * 

And cheriſhes her Young beneath her Wings. 

Still all was then in vain, now all too late, 

Heav'n has thy Rin ſeaFd, and made it Fate. 240 
For you, my choſen Few, who firm remain, : 

No ſanguine Dreams of Pleaſure entertain ! 

Be ever on your Guard, your Lamps ſhine clear ! 

The Njght, the long, the fatal Night is near : 

How unprepar'd the moſt, as thoſe who fell 

In Noah's Flood, thro' Earths black Yaults to Hell ? 

On their rich Carpets fome Luxurious laid, 

Some underneath their Ymeyards leafy Shade ; 

Some in the buſie Markers Sweat, and ſome 

Their glicr'ring Brides conduct in Triumph home : 250 

Th' old Prophet all deſpiſe, and dread no more 

The Plague denounc'd an hundred Years before. * 

This ſaw juſt Heav'n, and ſtrait the ſignal gave ; 

Nature agaſt ſhrinks back, the roaring Wave 

Rides foaming o'er the Beach, new Rervers flow, 

In Earthquakes born from frightful Gulfs below : 

While pitchy Clonds a long continu'd ſhow'r, 

From Heav'ns wide Cataratts inceſlanc pour : 

Or Tow'rs and Hills th* impetuous Floods arile, 

Sweep the lewd Earth; and wvindicate the Skies : 260 
So ſudden, ſo. unthought will I appear ; 

The Change as much expected there as bere. 

Sudden to th' ftupid World, who not regard 

The threatn'd Wrath, bur You not unprepar'd, 

Secure ſhall be in my Prote&ion found, 

And ſee unmov'd the tott'ring World around :- 


"Then many a vile- Þpoſtor ſhall pretend * 


My Name, and meer a juſt, a dreadful End; 
Theſe, miſchiefs ſhall in cloſe Cabals conſpire, 
C3 8.5 Thoſe 
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27 Thoſe to the lonely. Wilderneſs retire : 
All vain alike, when I from Heay'n appear, 
The Lightning's not fo ſudden or ſo clear : 
But firſt for all the Injuries prepare, | 
Which Malice can infli&t,. or Virtue bear ! 
Hated by all, abus'd, contemn'd, betray'd, 
X My very Name and yours {hall Grimes be made i 
Dragg'd to Tribunals, hurry'd up and: down, 
Kings ſhall. your Judges f1t, and Princes frown. 
Yer ſtill intrepid, face 'em all, for I, 
280 My faichful Friends ! unſeen, will {till be by : 
To me remit the care of your Defence, 
Safe in my Pow'r and your own Innocence ! 
This all their pompous Rhet ric ſhall out-do, 
Your guilty Judges crembling more than you! 
And much, much greater Cauſe have they to fear z 
When to this height arriv'd, their fall is near ; 
My Blood and yours for loud Revenge will cry, 
Which Deluges of theirs muſt ſatisfie : 
Fierce War its waſting Squadrons ſcatt'ring wide, 
290 Shall oer the guilty Land triumphant ſtride ; 
Death, Rapine, Murder ſhall compoſe its Train, 
And after proudly walk on heaps of Slain, 
X Nation with Nation, Tribe with Tribe engage, 
Excuſe the common Foe, and ſave their Conqui roys rage + 
Who left, abroad, from theſe Diſtraions be, 
* Unhappy Sohma ! ſhall fly to thee; 
To thee ſhall juſt Deſtrufion with 'em bear, 
And all th' annumber d Miſeries of War, 
The mighty Foe, with long Succeſſes crown'd, 
309 * Shall with a Fourth, thy Three proud Walls farround + 
Fly cer 'tis done, a Moment more 's too late ; 
Fly, or prepare for your approaching Fate ! . 
Fly thoſe curſt Walls, for nought behind you ſtay, 
Scape for your Life, and on wild Mountains ſtray ! 
But firſt th* abhor'd Prophaners of your Law, 
X Which Heav'n-lov'd Daniel's piercing Eyes fote-lawr ; 
The Holy Place with wicked Arms ſhall ſeize, 
And fill with Blood and Piles of Carcaſſes ; 
The Guardian Minds ſhall the ſad Word receive, : 
| I And 


* 
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And to choſe human Fiends the Temple leave ; 310 
Leave with a Yoice wou'd chill the firmeſt Heart, 
A deep, a mournful Yoice — Let us depart !? 
Scarce can the dreadful Sighs above fore-ſhow 
V Worſe Plagues than thoſe, they then ſhall feel below : 
Tho' high in Heav'n a bloody Sword ſhall glare, * 
A Beſom of Deſtruftion ſweep the Air ; 
Horſes and Chariots arm'd look gaſtly down, 
_ And ſhow'rs of Blood, ſtain all the trembling Town : 
Thunders and Earthquakes then they'll ſcarcely mind, * 
Harden'd with what they feel and what's behind. 320 
All theſe, alas, compar'd to what remains, 
Bur the beginning of their hopeleſs Pains ; * 
For now the Famine enters its ſad Reign, 
Attended by a gaſtly meager Train : 
A ſingle Death lels dreadful in each Street, 
The half-ſtarv'd Citizens like Ghoſts ſhall meet ; * 
Thence ſtarting ar'the ſight, cach other fly, 
And tott ring a few ſteps, fall down and Die : 
Tho' now you think a barren Womb a curſe, _ 
Wo to the Mother then, and vainly-fruitful Nurſe ! . 330 
The miſerable Mother ſhall become | 
Her own dear Infant's Mard'rer and his Tomb : 
All Piety and Nature baniſh'd there, 
Bread {hall the Sons from' gaſping Fathers tear, 
From them the ravening Soldier ; Bread the Cry ! 
Who gain ic, are but longer cer they Die. 
Within Sedition reigns, without the Foe, 
Above your Tow'rs, above your Walls they go ; 
T his after that each day reſiſtleſs win, 
And like a Deluge over all come pouring in. * 340 
What a ſad Conqueſt ſhall their Fury find ? Pd 
How few by Plague and Famine left behind ? 
| Yet, ah! too many ſhall che Sword devour, 
The greedy Sword — Theſe from a balf-burnt Tow'r, 
 Precipitate th' invading Soldier fly, 
And run on Death becaule they fear to die: 
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350 For Refuge fly, they'd that Profan'd before. 
— Here ſtill chey Fight, and'a new War 's begun, 
X Till — See! the Temple fird, the Work is done. 
Feruſalem's no more, one Rum all; 
This the laſt fatal Blaze before her Fall : 
Her Flames and dying Groans at once aſpire, 
While Blood enough is ſhed ro've quench'd the Fire 
Salem's no more, nor can ſhe, now Repent, 
Her Children's, and her own ſad Monament : . 
Nor &'er ſhall 1/rael's Race theſe Walls regain, 
360 Till Heav'n has clos'd the Gentiles deſtin'd reign. 
But firft muſt many a wondrous Thing befal, 
Firſt by pure Do&trine fill the ſpacious Ball. 
What paſſes here, what here we 've done or ſaid, 
Shall be by after-Ages, wond'ring read. 

. Four Scribes will I to that great Task afign, 
Whilſt the bleſt Spiric ſhall dictate ev'ry Line. 
Thence, till I come, my Friends my Law ſhall teach, 
In Times ſucceſſive Links how vaſt a Breach ! : 
Which yet no points in God's Duration reach : 

. . 370 Nor muſt my Foll'wers ſoon a Calm enjoy, 
© Nor ſoon my Rebels pow'r will I deſtroy ; 

Firſt he'll a Rival raile my Seat to claim, 

*X And in the Church uſurp my Throne and Name 

"Between the Seas ſuperb, his Palace rear, Dan. 11.45; 
On ſeven proud Hills, long tyrannizing there ; 
The World ſhall wonder, Kings his Train ſhall bear Rev. 17. 9. 
And kiſs his Feet ; my Followers, who refuſe | 
The ſervile Mark, he'll treat as me the Jews ; 

By Inquifitions, Tortures, Poylon, Fire, 

380 Unnumber'd Thouſands muſt prepare tr expire. 
Conquirers in all, theſe all ſhall have the Grace 
To joyn their Great Fore-fathers Martyr d Race ; 
The Beatific Viſion firſt enjoy, 

And with me reign, when Babel I deſtroy. 

He faid, but tho' ſuch wond'rous Things expreſt, 
Their modeſt Silence ſtill did more requeſt : | 
He knew their Hearts, nor their Confeſſion needs ;_ John 16:9. 
And thus on the ſame myſtic Theme proceeds. 

* The World tor the Elets was chiefly made, 
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And by the Church the Fates of Empires (way'd ; 
Who that defend ſhall ftand, who that oppoſe, 
Can never grapple ſuch unequal Foes ; 
The Heav'nly Hoſt all rang'd in bright array, 
Suſpended till their King commands away ; 
Theſe o'er their ſtated Provinces preſide, 
And theſe the mighty Turns of Nations guide : 
My Flock amidit a World of Wolves defend, 
While thoſe that hate *'em meet a dreadful End. 
The World declines, Time rolling down the Fill, 
' Shall ſoon the antient Propheſies fulfil : 400 
The mighty Image ('rwas a wond rous fight ) 
Dan. 2. 19. Which Daniel ſaw in Vifwons of the Neebt, 
Now wears apace, and verges to decay, 
Soon will his Iron Feet be mix'd with Clay : 
The pond'rous Stone cut from the Mountains fide, 
Shall ſoon th' il-mingled Policy divide ; 
The lifeleſs Trunk and Limbs to Powder grind, 
Its very duſt wide-ſcattering in the Wind: 
Dan. 79. The Fourth prophetic Beaſt, foreſeen from far, 
Is enter'd now on the World's Theatre | 410 
Fiercer than all the reſt - The Roman Pow r, 
Which the contending Nations ſhall devour : 
This, Zell ſhall to.its Int reſts ſoon engage, 
And you mult grapple their united Rage: 
What Men and Devils, what Arts and Arms can do, 
Bravely prepare to meet, and conquer too ! 
Tea furious Thrants, fierce as ever wore, * 
Their Purple double dy'd in. guiltleſs Gore, 
Shall their keen Axes and their Rods employ, 
And vainly wou'd your Name and mine deſtroy : 420 
On their devoted Heads the Curſe ſhall fall ; 
An heavy Vengeance hovers o'er 'em all. 
A Wretch the firſt, who ſhall Mankind diſgrace, 
To thema Feeasto your ſacred Race : 2 
On his own Town and Mother firſt ſhall try 
In Fire and Sword, his. Infant Cruelty ; 
Murder d and Burnt, yet-their deſert they'll have ; 
This gave the Monſter Birth, and that a Scepter gave: 
Pity on them s- loft, but guilrleſs you, 
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439 Whom he'll with che ſame Fire and Sword purſue : 
You in his feſtal Flames ſhall ſhine, and be * 
The firſt bright Martyrs burnt for Herefie, = 
Bur Yengeance ſhall the Parricide attend, 
His own curſt Hand his hated Life ſhall end ; 
At once deliver the vex'd World and you, 
 Theonly Good the Wretch will ever do. * 
Who nex: ſhall againſt H#av'n renew the Fight, 
Is Mankind's Hate ; ( his Brother their delight !) * 
The foul aſpiring Fiend a God wou'd be, * 
440 Mixture of Lewdneſs and of Blaſphemy : 
If in his Race there's ought remains of 900d, 
Jealous, by Martyrdom he'll purge his Blood : $ 
Then you, my Friend ! from diſtant 4ſia bort; 
At once his utmoſt Rage ſhall feel, and Scorn ; 
Tho' plung'd in flaming 0il, you need not fear, 
Scill ſhall che Sor of God's bright Form be near ; * 
Still ſafe you ſhall at the weak Thrane ſmile, 
When kindly baniſh'd to ſome deſart Iſt : 
Ev'n there 1'!l meet thee, there agen relate 
450 In wond'rous Types, the Worlds and Churches Fate 
Whilſt our proud Foe a haſty Death ſhall ſeize, * 
And his mild Succeſſor our Friends releaſe, * 
Nor muſt che Churches then, long hope for Peace : 
Then reſtleſs Schiſm, and wilder Hereſie 
Shall all invade, and with bold Blaſphemy, 
Some, ev'n the Lord that bought 'em, ſhafl deny : * 
To worldly Domination ſome aſpire, 
And ſoon my Field will need a purging Fire ; 
Which the third Time ſhall kindle, that dread Day 
460 Shall ſift the Wheat, and ſweep the Tares away : 
Nor he himſelf, who wields the weighty Rod * 
Of injurd Feav'n, and a revenging God, 
Unplagu'd eſcapes a deſtin'd dire Event, 
Unleſs on your repenting he repent. | 
Unwarn'd the next to th' Purple will ſucceed, 
And you agen in Gowds mult burn and bleed; = 
But more the Jews, whom their falſe Chriſt ſhall head, 
Their ſhort-liv'd Meteor to deſtrudtion lead, 
Rebellow, jutly hey, you guiltlſ, fall 
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How oft his little fluts#'ring Soul away, 


Nor long unheard your Blood ſhall Yengeance call : 470 
What Plagues ſhall your vain Perſecuter ſeize ? 
How oft he'd fly to Beathin vain: for eaſe 2 F 
Which Vengeance makes in the loath'd Carcaſs ſtay ? 
By him who next ſucceeds, Barbarians tam'd, 
A peaceful Princeand'/Ptous more than Nam'd: * 
God's Empire he'll, withaut defizn, reſtore, 
And puniſh thoſe who:iortur d you before. 
A Fain Philoſopher ſhall next ariſe, * 


By whom the Juſt with various Torments dies : . 480 


Till to my Follow'rs he his Life ſhall owe, 
Viftry, and Rain'their pow rtul Pray'rs beftow ; 
As great Eliſha once three Kings did fave, © 
And Water to their Aloft, and Conqueſt gave. | 
This a far fiercer Tyrant knows in vain; % ' 
Swift moves his Fate, nor has he long to Reign. 


- Whole wicked Sons as barbarous as lend, '! | 


In one anothers, ſhall revenge your Blood. 
Next a fell Wolf; who, the mild Shepherd ſlain, F 
Shall by falſe Trea/ov the World's Empire gain ; 490 
Short his keen Rage; the Soldiers him diſplace, 
And eaſe the World of him and all his Race. 
The next an equal Guilt and Fate attend, * 
Opprels'd in War by an untimely End. + 
Another yet will you and Heav'n engage ; 


Cruel Old Man ! What means this impious* Rage? X 


For you the worſt of Tortures he'll prepare ; 
How little thinks he what himſelt muſt bear 2 * 
Thele Nine fierce Waves in vain already gone, 
The Tenth, with all their Force comes rolling on: 508 


 T'wo Monſters ſhall the groaning World divide, * 


And rule with equal Crzelty and Pride: 

With double Rage, the Fiend, and doubled Fear, 
Ranges the Earth, he knows his Fall. is near ; - 
Knows the wiſe Nations will his Gads deſpiſe, 

The Idol-Bariners taop, and Croſs mult riſe : * 
Their yaiylyithwnd ring) Fove himſelf, and all 
Their helpleſs Fry: at i/purions Gods mult fall, - 
Once more the fara] Stone fhall.claim the Capitol : * 
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* The Tyrants dropiby: Juſtice exdDGGdd; ITY | 
And my bleft Champianifhall- che Purple;wear! |.- oP 


_ See held brave Mea his Throne and Aiinors ir | | the Great. 


The 


Whoſe pow'tful Prdy'rs and Armsad xd mw there ! 
See him he rev'rend' Confeſſars- embrace, | þ 
And by his Royal Side triumphant;\plage ! + + =» 
Wirh p/rartar aa he'll; and Tranſport; Gs 328! 

* Thoſe plorious Scars they weargfor Truth _ 'me u 

* Of foregone Ils almoſt the Trace remove; p 
They bleſt in; bis, he:in\his Empires Long: 

So much of Good, ev'n one:goodFrixeeican my Fo * 
So much F1l favour thoſe: ai favour you !* | Match.1 8.7, 
X Yet till ſome Signs) of ;antient\Friud remain : 8T 
Still ſhall the Luſt of. Empire and-of Gain, '\. © E 
* Diſttat the World —. Nor yet:my- fated Reign. 1) 
Scandals muſt come, thoſe in the Church ariſe,” + 
Who, tho' they bear my Name, .my Nawrdelpile: 
Vengeance at length th! ungrareful World purſue;..) | 
Nw ſuffer d Ills ſhall puniſh thoſe they do: +i-:: - 

X Fierce Magog's Sons:{hall in the-Eaſt embrace 

A curſed Law, with 1ſhm'e's wand" ring Race; 

* Whilſt all the Weſt a fiercer Tyrant ſpoils, 

Hated and fear'd by Gitim and theIſles.; 

Nay the dire mortal Gangrene ſhall diſperſe, 

Its hateful Poiſon round. the Univerſe : 


, Widely the Cath lick Miſchief ſhall: prevail ; 


$40 


X Some Stars. to Earth drawn by the Dragon's Tail: Rev. 12. 4, 
F The Earthly Gods this Monſter ſhall dethrone, © 

Ev'n him in Heav'n hewou'd, and reign alone : 

Tho' that he can 't, he'll with bis Laws diſpenſe, 

Sure Death to all ap par in their Defenſe :- 

* Bur firſt, what Lects,muſt be. temov'd away, © a Theſſ27 
The mighty Roman Empire firſt decay : 


| Then ſhall this Name.otBl/phempy acile, 


And ſoon reew the War _ the Skies : 
Flattry and Murder thall hisTitle gain, 


Which he'll, DEER. ſame.curſed Arts maintains... 


Luxurious, he all 4ſtizence cnjoin./\+1 «1 Tim. 3.4.9, 


From what kind Heavn did-for;Man's up delign, 
* Chaſt aa ſhall che worſt of Ds grown, 
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"Tho all the Sinrof Holm ſhall-be at} x 
,_ Long ſhall he rejgu;\:bi ary ox Ec: br b a 
Ros 1898 Sirs moſt fecwr: el this:Falliis ni 41 
A Swezin Gamer's dpacious Fields ſhall. wo 
Will all his Laws, ashe-ocs nuyeyc deſpiſe: >: 11 
Then ev'mr.repenting -Kyngs fall hate che Vir | 
Rev. 17:17: As much as they-ebchanted;” _—_ Defores 
2-4 Th' ill-gotten Empire bygegrees decay, 
2 Theſſ2.8, Till b _ Swond ane Thunder drivwaway : | 
Then ſhall The juſt-ehicir: promis'd Kangdom gain, 
Dan. 7: 184 « And they hes Sante: ofi the. oF h ſhalt reign, ' | 560 
.} If more you ask; the:Day, hve hou preciſe 
When I appear, ui: Father this denies; 
The wiſeſt Mind thatineix the Throne does wait, 
And deepeſi-yead in:the dark Rolls of-Fate, -/ -*  -- 
Muſt own.this MyEiry from:him conceal "Y 
Mark 13-32 Nor to: rages es as Man, reveal'd ;© $- 
Since, if far-off, :ix might prevenciyour: Care, 
If near, might fink in! Een tand: Deſpair. Fg 
16d. 33. Your Task: is— Still be:ready = Watch and Pray | j 
Thus arm againft'the:Fears of this dread Day! - «530 
Matt. 25. 1: Come learn a Parable Ten Pirgins fair, + © 
-w7] Together liv'd, na matter when or where ! | 
Five prudent, whom tio Danger cou'd /urpriſe ; 
All fair, tho' th' other Five more fair than wi/e. 
Theſe once a Royal Briegroom did: invite 
i T” a princely Feaſt; om his bleſt naptial Night :* 
Five had their Silver-Lampsall clear and bright, 
With pure$t Oil:lu pply d ;--not fothe'reF, 
Whoſ: e empty. Lo their:Negbgence confeſt: 
Yet all prepare the;joyfal' Pomp to meer; + 580 
- The Prince and his fair: Princeſs lowly: greer: pes 
"They cravell'd long, bur ſtill no Bridegroom nears. 
Nor any News of 'hisapproach:theyhear; - + 
Night haſten'd on, andthe cold Air they fear; 5 
Udoihclions M; ifts, and:gdropping Even: «Dew + EAT 
At a Friends, douſe; avhich once oad they kavw X 
{ They all rake up, conveniznt "Onras' and nigh, - 1 
They'd {vom be rekily whe the teſt came "by: My” 
Sy cacer'd, A bake Yau, 1" +1 


With 
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With various Talk each other entertain ; 

Till Sleep had ſeiz'd and /eal'd their weary'd Eyes, 
When the pale Moon had meaſur'd half the Skies ; 
And ſcarce they on the doway Couch were laid, 


Eer at the Gate the joyful Cry was made, 


He comes, he comes, — Quick ſtarting at the ſound, 
All riſing, for their Lamps they ſearch'd around, 
E'er well awake; theirs: ſoon the Prudent found; Y 
Well worth their Care, glorious they ſhind and bright; 
And ſhot new Day acroſs the gloomy Night : | 
Nor Light,. nor Oil in theirs the others find, 
Unpleaſing Reliques only left behind ; 
Recruits for both they from the Wiſe intreat, 
In vain, for their own Store was+not too great : 
They to the Merchants ſend *em, there to buy, 
What might their thirſty bankrupt Lamps ſupply, 
Then join themſelves the Train, not yer too late; 
And find a cheerful Welcom at the Gate. 

Not ſo the other, who in Darkneſs ſtray'd, 
Till all was ſhut, they their return delay'd : 
Now all too late; they no admittance meet, 
Expos'd t' Affronts and Dangers in the Strect : 
Clam'rous and loud when clos'd the Gates they found, 


They knock and call, the Courts and Walls reſound : 


Till from the Board the Bridegroom's ſelf arole, 


- And to the ſounding Gates 1n anger goes; 
As loud demanding what ilI-manner'd Gueſt, 


Unſeaſonably there-diſturb'd the Feaſt ? 
Forward por bald they anſwer Lord, 'tis We, 
Parc of thy own invited Company ; 
Prepar'd and ready at the Gate we ſtand; 
Burt wiſh'd admittance, yer in vain demand; 
Repuls d by the rude Servants — But you here, 
We now no longer can our Entrance fear. 
— Ah 'tis too late, the time for that is o'er—, 
'Tis paſt, already paſt, and comes no more ; 
The Lord rejoyns— You're Strangers all to me, 
And utter Darkneſs muſt your portion be. 

The Moral eaſe. is, and evident; -- 
Delay no longer ! Now, cv'n now repent ! 

| Kk 2 
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Devout and vigilant, till on your Guard, _. 
Left the Judg comes, and finds you unprepar 'd : 
Left ſuch your Fate-as that bad Servants, whom, 
His angry Lord did to juſt Torments doom. 

Earneſt they ask'r, intent and fix'd upon 
Each Word he ſpoke, our Saviour thus goes on. 

A Lord there was, whoſe Buſineſs call'd him far 
From his own Houſe, whether for Peace or War, 
Not matters much, but his Eftate was large, 

Of which he Part thinks fic to leave in charge 
With his remaining Servants ; well he knew 640 


630 


What each was worth, .and what they all cou'd do; 
Five Talents this receiv'd, the other Tio, 
One cen the leaſt ; he this Diviſion makes, 
And ftraithe his far diſtant Journey takes: 
Who had the Five, by Merchandiſe and Trade, 
So well improv'd his Stock, Five more they made : 
Who Two, receiv'd proportionable Gain ; 
Who only One, and even that Oxe in vain ; 
Digs in the Earth, his Talent there he leaves, 
No pain he takes, or Profit thence receives : 650 
Long after comes their Lord from foreign Lands, 
And of his Servants their Accounts demands : 
The two with humble Joy their Maſter meer, 
And caft their Labours produtt at his Feet ; 
Both from him meet a ju# and kind regard, 
And both his gen'rous bounty did reward ; 
With guilty Eyes demiſs and conſcious Face, 
The third comes in, and thus with an ill Grace 
Accoſts his Lord I knew you cer you weat, 
A hard Exafor of what Sums you lent. 660 
Rigid and bard, nay did from others Pains 
Expect, I know, large wnproportion'd Gains ? 
How could I then propoſe my ſelf to fave, 
If I in Trade had loſt thoſe Syms you gave? 
With theſe vexatious Thoyghts I iruggling lay - 
A while, but took at laſt the ſafe#t way: 
Your Talent I entruſted to the Ground, 
And there the ſame agen in Specie found : 
'Tis here, tho' I've no Iuereſt gain'd, here's all, 
Each 
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Each Mite and Farthing of the Principal. 

To him his Lord, whoſe Eyes juſt Anger dart — 
—< Wicked and ſlothful Servant as thou art! 

If gain from others Labour I deſire, 

Whoſe all is mine, I but my own require : 

But fince thou this didft know, ſince fo auſtere 
A Lord | was, a Maſter ſo ſevere, | 

Since honeſt Pain like theſe thou woud'ſt not take; 
Why might not others the Advantage make 
Of whar [ left : Bur ſince I ſee my Gf, 

And Kindneſs all on thee, Ungrate! areloſt, 
Thy Talent giv'n to thoſe who'll it improve ; 
Hence let thy Fellow-Servants thee remove, 
Thee hence, unprofitable Wretch, convey, 

Hid, like thy Talent, from the cheerful Day, 
In noiſom Dungeons ; bound and fetter'd there 
For ever mourn in Darkneſs and Deſpair. 

Bur if theſe Truths you more diſtinct and clear 
Without a Parable delire to hear, 

Attend while I th' amazing Scenes diſplay, 
The awful profpe& of the laſt Great Day? 

* My Harbingers the Seven Archangels bright; 
Heark how their Trumps the guilty World affrght | 
The awful Trumps of God! a Call they ſound, 
Is heard thro' Nature's univerſal Ronnd ; 

Thar Signal heard from the diflolving Sky, 
Decrepid Nature lays her down to die : 

Not ſo Man's deathleſs Race, who now revive, 
And muſt in Joy or Pain for ever live: 

From long confining Tombs cack dusky Gueſt 
Diſturb'd ariſe, molt, never more to reſt ; 

The cluſt ring Atoms as before they were 
Together troop ; the Earth, the Sea, the Air 
Give up their Dead = How diff rent all they riſe ? 
Thele hight and chearful, theſe behold the Skies 
Witch Looks obverſe and horrid, how they ſhine 
All dreadful bright, all red with Wrath divine. 
Ev'n yon fair Star, whoſe Webs of Light diſperſe 
Their golden Threds around the Univerſe. - 
Looſe from its Center down Heav'ns Hill mrivuſt roll, 
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And by its Fall unhinge the ſteddy Pole ; 

And whilft he, hifling in th' Abyſs, is drown'd, 
Ten thouſand lfſer Suns lie ſcatter'd round, * 
The Moon's bright Eye (hall dark and bloodſhot grow, 
RefleRing only Smoak and Fire below. 


Vaſt Heaps on Heaps, thick Orbs on Orbs are hurl'd, 


Chaos on Chaos, World confus'd in World: 

Huge Spheres, ſo faſt each after other roll'd, 
Ev'n boundleſs ſpace their Raines ſcarce will hold : 
If the great Whole no more from Fate ſecure, 


What Ravage ſhall chis little part endure ! 


\ This Point in the great Circle ! As before, 


When by th' impetuous Deluge floated o'er ; 
The Oceans both of-Heav'n and Earth did joyn, 
Both with the Fountains of the Deep combine ; 
And Waye did after Wave unweary'd come, 

Sea after Sea from its bydropick Womb ; 

So from the Sources whence that ruin came, 
Delug d with Seas of Fire, 'and Waves of Flame: 
As when Heav'ns Yengeance on curſt Sodom fell ; 


The World's one Tophet now, one Etna or one Zell. 

From Earth's wide Womb large Floods of Flame ſhall flow, 

\ The firy World above ſhall meet with that below : 
 Thence holy Souls refin'd and made more bright, * 


Shall ſafe emerge to Worlds of calmer Light ; 
While thoſe ſtill tain'd with odious marks of Sin, 
Muſt deſp'rate ſink, fot ever fink therein. 

Bur firſt thar Doom which they deſerve ſo well, 
They muſt receive, that Sentence, half their Zell ; 
The Thrones are ſet, the conſcious Angels wait, 
And turn th' eternal brazen Leaves of Fate; 
High in the midſt ſhall my Tribunal ſtand, 
Apoſtles, Prophets, Saints, on my Right-hand, 
Martyrs and Confeſſors — A glorious Train ! 

Now well-contenc they ſuffer, then to rergn. 
Whilſt on the Left, a diſmal gloomy Band 

Of Kings, proud Nobles, factious Commons ſtand ; 
Lewd Prieſts, Apoſtate Poets, who dilgrace 
Their Charafter, and ſtain their Heay'n-born Race. 


710 


7/20 


730 


740 


The Life 4 CHRTS =. 255 ; 


F:ean Eyprochtbs,. who by long Faſh-and Pra Fs 4 


250 Get damnd," with muck'of: Pai, and much of Cape: 
— But ſtrange! there will tor be wie Atheiſt there,” ' © 
All marſhal 'd*thus, tho-rivw the y Bl ſeen ; 5 
To you [1] with applanding. Smiles epi | 0.4 
 <Come'you,; by me and my great: Father bleſt 1 Matt. 25.34 
. © Come; hotly Souls, 't6-endleſs Pedte and Reſt BT 7.2 ay 
« For ſome: ſhore Tears'6f" Mery and Pain + noly'aC = | 
© In Light and'Joy for ever with-me reign, 
« In that bleſt Place,. before'all' Worlds Prepar d 
« By Heav'nly Skill, "by Hands Almighty rear'd : 
,60 *© In that bad World your ſelves you've faichful ſhown, 
« You own'd me there, and you in this Fll own © 
« Fainting for Zunger, me you oft reliev'd, © © 
« And burnt with Thirft, 1 your kind Aid receiv'd; 
« Wide wand'ing thro' the World,” you entertain d; 
« Half naked, not m y Poverty diſdain'd, 
&« But careful, cloath* in when Sick, you'help FY lend; 
« Nay, cen impriſon' 4, not: forſook your Friend. 
Wich modeſt Foy,' in theit cenlighten'd-Eyes, 
Thus humble, all the'rigbreous Hoſt replies : : 

296 —<© Thy Mercy 3, not.our Merits, Lord, we own, 19, 38,29. 
Muſt place us by thee; 'on thy radiant” Throne: | 
Much, of our ſelves, of mm. our ſelves we knew, 

Such Good, alas, when-did weever do? | 
___ Thus they — Thus will apen che King _ | 49. 
Thoſe Kindneſſes L fill accounted mine, -. 152 | 
My Friends receiv'd; theſe did I flill record, 
And this great Day (hall bring, cheir fall Reward, | 
Then co th* unjuſt he turns, who' cembling w wait, | 
Their t00-well-known intolerable Fate ; 
5386 Juſtice unmix'd dwells on/his angry Brow,” 
Tho' Mercy only there, and Pardon now ; 
Ah what a Change! why will chey not relene? -- | 
Since now they may — Why, will they' not repent 2 -/ 
Yer, yer there's hope, Ill cover all their Ss! 
— Thenall roo late, for thus 46-77 WAL 25 5 F 
* Go, ye accurlt! ro endleſs Torments go! + at's af 
* (For ſuch your Choice to endleſs Worlds of Woe 
* Prepar dar firſt for thoſe loſt Sp rigs who tell; 


* You 
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256 . The Seventh Book of 
« You ſhar'd their Crimes, now doom'd to ſhare their Hell, o 
« Fth- other World,unkind your ſelves you've ſhown, 800 


I 


« Me you-diſown'd, you now I here diſown. 
* Fabiyg for Hunger, me you'd not relieve, 
« For Thirſt, you'd not one Cup of Water give; 
« When wand ring thro' the World, nc cntertain'd ; 
« Half naked, pogr and mean; ;you me diſdain'd, 
<« Or'cloath'd with Stripes, whea flick. did Gyrſes. lend 
<« For Balm; mſes, | Stones for-Bread wou'd fend. 
Mate.25.44, With all the haſt, of: ympudent; Deſpair, * 
They'll all deny, and;ask me when,and where? 
To them my Anſwer like the laſt ſhall be, 810 
— What to my Brethrer's done, is done to me. 
A Place there is,| from Heav'ns ſweer Light debarr'd,. 
Where diſmal Shrieks of [guilty Souls are heard ; _ 
Loud Tells, deep Groans, thick Stripes, long Clanks of Chains ; 
There (olid, everlaſting Darkneſs xeigns: | © 
E'en that ſad Fire,: which on the wretched feeds, 
Nor new Supplies of Matter ever needs, | 
Lends 'em no Gleam, © nor comfortable Ray, . 
Bur change of Torments-meaſures Night-and Day : | 
Hither black Fiends ſhall ſnatch th' anjuſt away, —_ 
Tormentors and tormented .. Deep they fall, 
And on the Raines of this flaming Ball 
Whirl to th' 4byſs, : on Waves of Sulphur tot, 
In that black direful Gulf for evet loſt. 
Not ſo the juſt, who ſhall their Lord attend. 
To Worlds of Joy, thatknow no boynd or end: 
_  A®Plaethereis, remov'd far, far away, 
From that faint Lamprthat makes this mortal Day : 
A bliſsful Place, that knows, no Clouds or Night, 
But Gods high Throne (catters perpetual Light : $30 
4 There Angels live, - there Saints, 1o far refin'd, 
BD , Their Bodees ſcarce leſs glorious thantheir Mind: 
2 There,: true, eternal Friendſhip all profeſs ; 
There, in the beight of Piety, poſſels 
The Heay'n of Hleav'n, the height of Happineſs : | 
Perfe&t their Joys, yer Kill their Joys improve, _ 


For ſtill the mfoute' they ſee and love... 
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Here ſhall they enter, ho RE I plack d, 


 Unutterable Bliſs for ever raſt 
$30 In mine, and my great Fathers Arms embrac'd, | 
— Here, Thou whom Men and Angels muſt adore! 
Here, Saviour! When this ſtorm of Life is o'er, 
Thy worthleſs Servant place! One Moment there, 
For many tedious Years of Want and Care, 
Will more than even make. And whilſt ]: ſtay, 
If from my Poſt I muſt not yet away; 
Accept this humble Verſe, my Lifes great Tak ! 
*Tis all I can, and more thou wilt not ack : 
Bleſs my few Friends, or if but Names they be, 
$40 My Friend, . For F've ſcarce more than One and Thee, 
Bleſs c'en my Foes ! may they, till better, live, 
And my vaſt Debts, as I do theirs, forgive ! | 


Thy help in all my Tribulation, lend ! In all tinaeof 
More ty, in Promiſe, (like the World) my Friend, our Tribuls- 
 Downall vain tow'ring Hopes! But' Saviour ! grant; _— 


I may n't my daily Bread and Clothing wane ! 
| The very Flow'rs and Ravens thele poſleſs; 
Thy Will be dane,. if I muſt ftill have leſs! 4 
Or if to Wealth or Fame | cer ſhou'd riſe; In dll timeef 
' $50 (Thoſe Gifts I neither Covet, nor Deſpiſe biſe. L our Wealth, 
Chuſe for me, Lord | * For thou haſt: both my Eyes !) Herbere, 
If &'er thou me from this low Turf ſhou'dlt raiſe, 
Grant, as thou me, I may advance thy Praiſe ! 
Elſe in this Duſt, let me to. Duſt return! © | 
— Then, then when m yl ſad Friends around mf Moor 3 Inthebourof 
O be not far away ! Thy Grace ſupply, = duarh, 
And like 'a Man, and' Chriſtian les + "Die! un: 
And when my weary Soul forſakes. my. Breaft, -_.. 
O take it in thy Arms, and give meReſt ! 
"360 — So ſhall I for my (avſummation Ray, 


OO ILIGY IM NS Ns | 
. «And hope, not fear the great decifeve Day 3 i) vn. 1 And in the 
A ek Refreſl/4 beyond the reach of Paii'or Free, Wor wo > dejef Fudg: 
©. la; the « Crſht Shades of Paradiſe. ne bath ns) ar14e 
The End of the Seventh + Bah 3F 
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5. QAW through the Shades, nor durſt deft PILOT Left that ſbould dexle bim.] 
The ro ption we have left usof this Temple, 15 indeed very ghorious, 0- 
pus ommiunm que unquam vidinius aut audiyimus mirabiliſſimum, ſays one concerning 
it, the moſt prodigious Work I ever ſaw or heard of. And Tacitus in Lib: 5. calls it, 
mire Opulentie Templum, a Temple of wonderful Riches. , And Foſephas tells us, 
that not only the Front was gilded, but, as I underſtand him, the outfide was co- 
vered with Plates of Maſſy Gold 4, which dazled the Beholders Eyes, and fo Strangers 
' ata Gy; e's made it appear like a huge white Mountain. : 
I2, The Gates, - K+ with Loads of Gold.) The Gate? of the Temple were 
all pa ab pa. with Silver and Gold, except 4. with Corinthian Braſs, of more value 
- than > the other: " See the forementioned' Author. ' : ; - 
13: Twice Ten robuſtons Seryants, there attend.) One of the Gotes of the Te 


as Foſephys tells us, was fo large, that it employed twenty Men, every Nights 
Ts and iis ie, I "Th _— wick alſo he (29%, © ws prot 


= 
pres: "for Evers. eq CESS 
br ns 16. 36, 41- Butthemoſt in 
will machilluftrace what folldws.. is that 


| Fe ety B-yaras fs were vari Lg TY | 
's; ut 


- FEELS Ls, end Jed 


imgers were at oncets 
x yd y lift \up their Voices ++ 
of Hanſel and qraiſed the Lord, ſajin, 


I here inſert moſt Sorts of Mu- 


© With Trumpets nl Ora od nfm 
FE \ for bis Mercy for = 


Conſort F# fon ſweet r Aneth 
| Inftru ts, .metfloried:jn. Dev; ow, according to the uſual Ivter- 
on of 0 The firſt 1s pory the 22. Plahe which is inſcribed, 
tees the Hind of the Aforning, a ſort of 3{»ſich, 25 
ſome think, of t e Nature of our Waits, going about int © Courts to wake the 


Priefs, 
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Prieſts; but 'twas alſo, we are ſure, from David, usd in God's immediate Service: 

29. Alamoth, chaft Virgins beft delight.] They are thought a ſort of Virginals, 
2nd-mentioned.in, P/al. 46. 5g: 21 hcl of ethics; A 
/. 30. Grave Fonath.] See Pſalm 56. inſcribd Fonath Elem Rechoobirn, ''rendred, 
The Dumb Dove in ſilent places; like' Mehbaleb afterwards,. I ſuppoſe; ,a ſort of grave 
Mafick, fit to compoſe their Minds to Attention and. Devotion,” | |) 
+31. And: melting Harps.) The Sheminith, and all- other ſort of ftrivg?d Inftru- 


35» Lofty Hallelujabs fimg.]. A reverend Perſon, -now:ani Howour-to) ur-Church 
Nation, 15 of Opinion, that this. 1.35; P/alm was t1s'd.,at Morning Service, the 
 Prisfts, Levites, and- all-che People inviting each other.co-praiſe God. Do 
' .- pI, Mean while rich Tncenſe feeds the. ſacred Fire] 7 is- was dons.twice 2 day 
vid, Exod. 30. 7, 8. Aaron ſhall burn ſweet Incenſe every Morning. When Aaron 
ligheeth the Lamps at Even be ſhall bury Tneepſe. See alſo Foſepbe Amin. lib.7. 
- 94. 4A Milk white Lamb, the Morning-Sacrifice. | Exod. 29. 38, 391i This is that 
which thou. ſhalt offer, two Lambs of: the fitſt. Near, dey by. day. The one; Lawb thos 
ſhalt offer in the Morning, '&&. 1 L 251+ 3 7 EN 
.-95. With theſe the Prieſts their holief, Mincha join, ft + 
4 chearfiul Blaze of Flour, and Oyl, -an4* Wine. | : Vid. Exod. 2:29. 40. ;, A: temb-deal 
of Flour mingled with an hin of Beaten-Oyl, and the fourth part of an bin of Wine. This : 
| Micha, Meat-offeting, as we render it, with:its Drink-offerivg, is called muſt holy of all 
the Offerings of the Lard,: Bread and Wine s:the mo} aiient Sacrifice; that which Mel 
chiſedech brought forth ſeems to have been ſacred. ;; This is Kill recain'd by. our Savi- 
our, who was a Prieft of the [ame Order... Vid. Mede:on the Jewiſh- Offerings. + , - 
215. Some in the Cloyfters gainful Shops wnfold.} The three Courts of the Temple; 
which are all included under the ſame Name, becauſe we want two diſtin& Words 
for the d& and ive@, being all: conſtcrared Ground;:taok up a _confiderable room, 
eich of 'em having Cloyfters round, and a void ſpace:1ti the.middlei Y In the ſpace 
were the Sheep and Oxen; under the Cloyfers, I ſuppoſe the Mong: Ghangers and 
Dove-Selers. - The Roof of theſe Cloyſters,.it I underſtand Foſephw aright; ſer- 
ved as Fotindations for thoſe ſumptuous Galleries ronnd the. Temple; which Sabinus 
- butnt down in an in/arre#ion of the Jews; for they could not be' on! the Cover'd 
Fart, or 1d@:, fince'tis not probable they could have-burn'd the Top .and left the 
Brom ſtanding. Vid. Foſeph. Antiq. lib. y. cap. 12, | nl 319d to = | 
 _ virgaB. Driv'n with more Eaſe from Carmel's fruitful Hill;] Becauſe, tho that's fur- 
_ thier'from Ferufalenr;.their Tails: were-not ſo cumberſome; which were incredibly 
ligein the 4fiarick Sheep, and therefore I ſay before: Drag their:pond” rous Train. 
_ »*1135.' Bluſhes, ar once, of Shame and Anger riſe. | Shame for his Country: men,.. not 


—_ 


*4236:':4 juſt Reſentment ſparkling in. bis Eyes, &c.,]- St.:Ferom lays herey Igntum 
 mvicquar. ex Oculis 'radiabat, cc. there were certain. fiery Reys came from-our Sa- 
- Nnours Eyes, which: they were notable to endure. 2 214 ; A 2H qu il; 
.. #146. He doer, of ftrongly-twiſted Cords, prepare. We never find ur Saviour, in 
all- his Hiſtory, ſo a»gr7 as he is here, bur once betore, and that. on;the; ſame.Qcca- 
- on for it's _— - drove _—_ om jous Miele TON | 
Temple, Nothing; I ſay, ever made hin lo angry. as theje thus confounding things 
»M feared and profave. The Jews, *tis plain,;. made no: diſtinfion, and helignod. nor 
"i any Holineſs in this Place: after Prayers once over;, all.Places ware, :it:ſeems;; a+ 
"©"  likeicocthem. The Diſtin&ion was or Saviour's own; :and- muſt-ſtil} -hald;-if:a © - 
Chriſtian Church's ſtill the Houſe of God... 63 15555492 wit ai ehrigy. 15395, | 
153. Yet here great Solomon.] That: noble Tower or Porch, 'which tho Herod rex 
edified, ,it ſeems, ſtill retain'd the Name of its firſt; Founder:; was buile by:Sh/omon; + - 
and irs Foundations laid ſo deep and firm that the Bebylonaniicauld not deſtroy © - 
*em, tho no doubt they. ruined the :SuperſruFure. If 'I tmiſtake nar, here was. che * ; 
' Eaft-Gate, the Golden-Gate, the Beautiful:Gate of. the; Tewple, all different None 
for the ſame thing. *'Twas'built over the, Vale of Kjdrov;|and fromthe tap of its 
Towers tothe bottom of that Valley, ſuch < fo depth, that Foſephns/ lays, Far 
= 2 7 
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; and _ altnoſt dazle hs Bebolders. This Porch of Solos Solomey 
mote g hk upon, and mor to placeon the Sourh of the Tewple, which he docs, 
unleſs Feller miſtakes him ; whereas tis ſeated in tho Eaf by Tolepbas, and, ] 
yen rbe "EL ens ee eh 2h Narchen a 

So eo and- eves the Valley, t eas nor: fi 
—_— ſeveral Ages Vid: Folept lib. 6. 

_ Borkmes wine deep, wondrous deep.] Joſephs ſays, the: Foundar;- 
emple were three hundred Cubits deep (ſacred Cubits we are to under. 
in. 4 foul Work, ewice as much -as the Vulgr) and-in.fome places more, 
great part on't was buile — the /olid' Rock. 

LAEE were. } Solomon had Carpenters from Hiraw of Tyre, and li 
as =Þ _ SEATER Miners in Bri- 


hg our Saviour's Aſconkion into x Tara in which fengs E take i it as the 


198, The Pillar, and rhe and the you Gold] Foſephwe reckons aheve 100.0f 
theſe . Regie Pl -V ve as one of the moſt noble ſacred 
Ornaments in arr Ch defribes this % he, ny _= under the Chapiters 
« of cho Pillars, whereon hung Benches 0 Grapes, all of Gold, each Clite us 

dw, 4 as a Man, To which ine our Sricus might allude, when preaching 


UE, The fete "heb, Porch *nwixt rwo vaſt Columns roſe. ]} So Foſepbas deferibes it, 
ah 2m 


as _ as all other Pillars were of the Corinthian Order ; the 


any other. 
CP ſcarce dard truſt their Sence.] Norl; £ 
, making br Fry 
they needed 25 man Workmen to raiſe and manage 'em, 2s that 
ome of in Americe, drawn croſs the Mountains, at the Command 
of one of their þce*s, by no leſs than an hundred thouſand Men; however, un- 
doubtedly they were very large : for fo the Apoſtles co our Saviour, who not only 
ſhewy him in genera] Se. Mark 13. 1,2. ru3ms mts anda; diueduds, thoſe great 
-- bue, in St. Lake, take notice of the Stoves in a perticuler manner, ſent 
aldve, ayaal aldve, what menner of Stones, what goodly Stones, as we very well render 
it. And they had need be frm, when as Foſephes tell us, 4b, 7. cop. g. * The 
© Romans were fix days battering the Eoff Gelleries of the Temple (with their 
* digions Rams) but prevailed n—_ againſt chem. They then Ker andeoms? vl 
* dig up che Foundat; could only pull out fome of: the outer Stones, with a 
great deal of fruitleſs b Lebber, Hefurcher tells as, theſe Seones were all faſtnedo 
wry we bes Remy Clamps of Lead and Tron, I fappoſe he means, the Iron was 


but by s Force frnine, &c.} The Remax: did at laſt prevail, and 
' Foundatio _ of the Temple, ploughing che Ground whereon it 


4 of the Month Abib, as Meimonides; ſo ſays Eles- 
to the Jews, when he exhorced them to kl them-- 
oh,” chey have raz'dto the very Foundatios, and hardly 
C. We ſays, even of che City, © That 
plain to the exactly according to. our Saviour, 
rey ke hr thy Children within thee. 
orld' _ Jo | night know.) They ſeem to cot 
oh chp apples both ſhould be cogerher. And our 
ded by any of th che wa? 
ditinth 
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ith and? ads ate em. Thercafon of mbich might 
more on their Guard.. There follo diſcourſe of KY TE P's 
ſee, I have joined ſeveral of wo. roph es, which ws d in rent pla Nl 3 
expatiating as the SubjeF led 


237, A bent 062 wornebrbe Rojd) Eagle brings] a 'is in Dew , when 
this Hole ſeems © _ be caken. Our Tranſlation i Ko pranct cg 74S, bw - 
- 252, The Plague denaived an Hundred Years 6 +2 The moſt-narurol Sence 
of thoſe Words, we, 6, 3. Yet bis days. ſhell be an d and twenty Tears, leems 
| s favour. 'S. Peter, a onnd Nene, 2 miyriing _ 
tend —— us of. 
many ot theſe CH By Propinte wag fo the Deſtruction of Fers/; as 
| 276. My wery 7 Nang and yours, (hall _ eiDres 
wk nodes fraud the famous Fro ped Leones, Bic. 
293. Nation with Nation.] Galilee pry and Fudee, 5 ins againſt 
makes Jeſus in Oration to 
Idamem: againlt the Zealots, aro, 
cc 1108. 
6, Unhappy Solyina. ſhell fly to rhee,] If the Galilean Zealots had not fled. to 
Jerofalem, epbas thinks i « mh hare bun or 
caſt up a Trench, but even built a Wall coun lem, to k the Fez 
ws which no more cou'd eſcape- Foleps- I 6 cp. 13. 7 Jew 
| 'Peſalation Þ think were theſe Zedlers, becau it cou'd:be gothin yes that Lever 
yet ſaw, ofſigned. Not the. Defru&ion it (elf, 
ar Tiberias ; gr oy pes —_— done at all, or too. {on to be 
brofion. Enfigns, wed or Adri e 
maxarion exaRtly hits thoſe Zealors, who 4 Foſet D 
' F Dreſt themſelves like Women, foll to. anyatural bh, ani 6 


word yas will reach the other Sexce, which on. od more. _—— a 

to be, thar-the- World: ſhould have ſo much oy 2 its Deſtruction,s Whuc 
267. Then. 
cou'd find: ems. no other Crimes, an therefore Non Th 

——— Tp mal rejoiced to ſos Natim againſt ſong 
300. Shall a, s Fourth thy Three proud. Walk wrrovind,] The Reqhore not. on- 
306.. Which Heav'n-Lov'd Daniel's piercin . Eye, fore aw.] The Abewinatios of 

: Nox the State or 1dol placed, or deſigned to. gory the 
and the Effe# gf as jocngh,; che 
« City with their execrable Impiety. They were a Deſolation t« 


| bewination as made Deſolate. So Jeſus in his Foremeation'd ation, © 
fays he, © "thiy have Ruinated and made Deſolate, by their Re 

ſephas tells us, ©*© That at one time the Idumcon; and they, murder'd $000.in pl 
ob un recon and 12000 yoring Men is che Cay: They ſtood in the Hoh-Plect, 


f or w bt not toftand. So Anam in his Oration, /amenring that 
he thou'd live to oy TT RO where oxght to comte but the 

Prieft, profan'd by the wicked Feet of theſe Prrfows. And Fat in 

Speech to the Few: of theſe Zealots, ©* That ving their Hands exbr 


* Bleed of their Countreymen, they preſum'd to enter into the Sav# 
* ſays he, none ought —_— Nay, i were bere beſare che a Ser: wer 
City, and therefore were properly a 


others to leave it, SE ov rl dr (A - - 
remains but pots ching wars, nil no Gen aſtrate, I pt 


eentoa'd DD who {ays, ” Tha Co ws 5m, Zeal, | gab BA 


eeling 
® the People, That $ e Was ne Sin wn fea rey 
But, as he adds ex "i: HT ppouded 1 Taeriics fice in the 7 
All this is one of the moſt clear and AAR of a Proghesy 

fulfill'd, that I ever met with. Which, d I've enlargd upon, and 
which [ challenge all the Arbeifts or Deiftt in a thi World t6 anſiver. 312. 
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Slaves, after he's choſen, : plac'd upon the High A/rar, and there actually Ador d. 


6 2'A drer*"'g mourn ful Vieice;—©* Let ns depart] The-famous wileCalroply eu. 
Out Sayfour ” he know, did"proph | ele of great Signs and: Wonders befare this De- 


ion, £ . Fang #. 2 . * 4 ; 
rang: 740 bigh in Heaven bloody Sword] V4d. Joſiph. Bell Fd. ih 5. cap, 12, 
Where fie- ſays, *© A Comet inthe faſhion of a fiery Sword had hung over the City 
5 for a' year together, before-the Siege.itl fi nod en to 

219. *Thinders and Earthquakes thenithey ll [carcely mind. ] Lib. 4. Cap..7, He lays, 
« When the Edomices'encamp'd by the' Walls of Feruſalem,: there aroſe 4 terrible 
Tempeſt" of Wind; Rain,- Lightning and Thunder, with. an :Earthquake, and fevers] 
wr and dreadfiil Voices. Notwithſtanding: which, : their Friends within the 
Gates (: 


- 322. But the beginning of their hopeleſs Pains:] Our Saviour-ſays, All theſe are-buc 
the Foaioee of Sorrow" And'ſo 1t wilt appear to any. who reads the whole Hi- 
ſtory.” = AAR, 1 77 Tel] £1 $10796 wn: 

yet )* Zhe Balf-far/d Citizens like Ghoſts ſhall meet.] Fobn: and Simon having in 
their Ruye at ohe another,” burnt the City'Granarics, enough to have ſupply'd'm 
for. a long time, the Fatmine* ſoon rag'd 'amongit '*em. :.:Oft :which Foſephur gives - 
mang*erfible Inſtances; ' Lib: 6. Cop. 47. Sc. The: Seditious, ſays he, in this 
7447192, broke up Hoſes for Corn-and\ eat ; if they found any, they bear Per. 
* {ons for-dmnjing it; if none, for concealing it; if frong and — they: kiled 
* *erm, on preſumption they had ſome ſecret Stores 3 if week, becaule they'd ſoon 


—— — 


yd the Bars in-ſunder; and admnted them into. the. Cey.. .. - 


_ © die of 'theinſelves. © 73ves \{natch'd :the Hear from. their Hubands, ; Children 
" © from Parents; Mothers from Infants 53 nay/one Miriam, (boil'd and eat-her'own 


*.'Son;"" Babes were daſh'd-on the Ground by the Sonldiers, when found with meat 
E-intheir mths. The ee brew pale as Ghoſts, walk'd about till they dropt dead 
* in the fregts ; and ſothe,"firiving to bury others, fell dead over 'em.; And fohe 


goo git with fuch a dreadfsl"Diſcription; as almoſt ſhocks Humanity to read'it. 
© 340.” 
hs F 


"And like a Deluge over'all came pouring" in. | The End if it ſhall. be with a 
ke: Daniel : and" accordingly it was; wniverſal and irreſiſtible: | 
\.7;ÞSee—rbe Temple ficd. ] Foſephas ſays. ® After they had been fight: 
*-ing' many days about'the Temple," 'a certain Souldier, -contrary to. the Order of 
'Fitas, mov'd, as it' were, with. a certzin Divine Fury, got ſome of . his: Copa. 
© 21087 tO help him up; and ſer Fire on the Temple, by one:of the Golden Windows, 
which hapned on the rorb of Auguſt ; the fame day, he ſays, that it was burnt for- 


«merly by* Nehuchadnezar. The manner of ' which, and 'ciroumftances whereef, the 


Hiſtorian deſcribes, like: one who was no unconcern'd Spectator. .He- tells us, 
** Many whoſe Eyes were juſt cloſed with: Famine , got frength to: bewail the 
* Temple, as they ſaw it burning ; and- an innumerable Multtude being :kill'd 
*& about it-and 1n it, fix'd their Eyes thereom, in the very Agonies of 'Dzath; 
** whoſe Dead Bodies rolled down the Temple-ſtdirs in ſtreams of: Blood,::. All was 
* filled with diſmal Shrieks and Lamentations, eccho'd by the Mountains roundthe 
*© City. The Hill of the Temple now appear'd all on Fire, tho there was Blood 
* noughſhed'to have querich'd it» Some of the' Priefs being kill'd fighting, others 


. + © leaping voluntary imo'the Flames, and the reſt burnt alwve, reſolving ' not to 
- © ſurvive'the Temple. "Indeed, through the whole, Foſephas has done it {o admi- 
- rably that Vm' not aſham'd to own I cannot reach him. 


' 1:66; Fil} Heav'n bes cloi'd- the Gentiles 'deftin'd Reign, ] From that of our Savi- 
our,* Tall rhe times of the Gentiles are fulfttl'd.- ; 1696-03 21g;a 
' 5737: Andi the Church #ſurp my Throne and Name.) Our Saviour prophefies 
of thoſe"that thould tome' in'his Name, ' ſaying 1 am Chriff.*- So did fome of the 
little' Antichrifts, particularly Fonathanin Cyrene, who ſaid:expreily, Ego furn Meſ- 
fiab..  Butichis was to be Eminently ad Remarkably Fulfilled in the © armuwipl@, 
or irfxeed-; the great Adverſary or Antichrif. And that ſome ſuch is foretold in 
the Scriptures, Bellarminehiniſelf, and-all the Papsfts believe.”' 'He then that uſurps 
the Throne, the Power,' the very Divmiry: of. our Saviour, . wherever we:find. him, 
muſt*be\ The Antichrift: This ghe Pope does his Throne, for he's carried by tis 


His 


- 
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ET | 


' His Power, for he'll forgive Sins, -and rule .Kings and Nations with a.Rod of Iron, 
' His Divinity, for not content with being the. Vicar of Chrift; his .Flatterers have 
iven him the very Name and Power of Ged ; for which we could never hear, that 

e was ſo angry with *em, as to to put them into his Anathema againſt all Here- 
tical Kings and Princes. | | ©7200 

' 389; The World for the Ele&t. was chiefly. made. *Tis' a Notion of the \ Rabbies, 
that the Forld was only made for the EJe#F, which I've ſomewhat ſoften'd. 

' 417. Ten furious Tyrants. ] The Ten Perſecutions. One 

424. To them @ Foe, as to your ſacred Race.] Nero was the Wretch who ſtir'd up 
te firſt Perſecution againſt the Chriſtians, which occaſioned that ſharp and juſt Re- 
mark of Tertulien ;. Non nifi grande aliquod *honum quod & Nerone dannatum, © It 
tauſt needs be ſome etrabrdinary good thing if Nero condemned it. This Monſter 
was juſtly voted by the Senate a Parricide and Enemy of Mankind, and accordingly 
his Memory has been ever deteſfted by all. Meti, unleſs by the Parthjavs, and a few 

431. You in bis Feſtal Flame ſhall ſhine.] From theſe puzlirig Verſes of Fuvenal, 
Tedd lucehss-inslla, — Dus ftantes ardent qui fixo gutture furnant-—=- Et latum medi4 
{wlcum diducit arend, Alluding, whatever the Grammat of 'em is, to Nero's burning 
the Chriftsans for Torches'at.his Night Revels. EAST, RF... 

| = = ohly Good the Wretch will ever do.]. Alimoſts Devid's words in Cowley, 
: to. Gols 4 6 45262 ' : (4 WG ITH: | CUT .* 

438. Mankind's bate, bis Brother their delight.] Domitian, who rais'd the ſecond 
PFerſecutian, one: of the fouleſt of Men, cos think . worſe. than Nero;) and as 
much deteſted, as his Brother Titus lov'd, who was ſtiPd, as all know, Delicie bu- 
mani gener, _, | 4 ; ; 
442. 'By Martyrdom bell purge bis Blvd.) Hiſtory tells us, that..he murdered 
| dang Clemens, his near Kinſman, and baniſhed his. Wife Flavis for being Chri- 

| 446+. Still ſhall the Son of God's bright Form Be neer;] Alluding to the Hiſtory of 

' the Three Children. RF ER 

451; Whilf our Proud Foe' an haſty Death ſhall {eine ] Stabb'd by: Parthenius and 
Stephanus. - Concerning which,; ſee the famous Story.un Apollonias”s Life, - 

452. And his mild Succeſſor. ] Nerva, who ſwore ſolemnly no Senator ſhould 
ever dye by his Order. See Aurelius Vier and Diom.; He recalled the Chriſtt- 
ans. yan; Edi, from Baniſhment.; ;and amongſt |the'reft St. Foby, tho ſome 
_— fain have him dead a great many years before; and others that he never 
die * COEER kW As | METS = | IEC | $,, . 

+ 456+ Some. ev'p the Lord that bought,”ems. ſhall deny.] Ebion, Cerintbus, and other 
Hereticks, who firſt deny'd the Divinity of our Saviour ; againſt whom . S. Fob 

wrote his Goſpel. Y\ & £24 FF axll Tos A 1 , 
. | $61; Nor. be himſelf —— Unplagu'd efcapes. © deſtin'd dire Event, Bcc. | Irgjen, 
of the 


g: 6 | e173 .:\vH4 
COS hindred by .his Friends. A. little 
atty fookſh Verſes, Animula, va- 
2, hoy _ \ 4 ne 4 
4B. I. j.: A105 ONS | x on 
t a $63 ans ;0 5.00 
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Fuſtin's Apology that Chriſtians ould not be Puniſted, 
who, Accuſed. 'em3.; As-Orefine in his Hiffory:!, fu) le L » A 
B65 .* 11 IK. 4 ; 34D 211319) 91-3 3602 01971003 0141 16 7:1 1:5 79+ 
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d of Cas Philoogher:] Amtowinits Philoſophur began the mm Porſftcation, fin ſlim? 
BO, : FOEeL Cywie, and continued with great Fury, till the Emperour = | 
diftreſfd in Far with: the: Ty for-:want: of Water, and obtaining both thas 
and Vide, by the __— Chriftian Legion, ordered. it to bs ſtopts as 
D rec bony if ftereer- T5 knows. F.$ Ss rh 
' © 8:1at yrant s i U2in. eptimins everus, who: rais 
che Gb Perſeeution; under whom ſo many: were! Martyred, that ſome od 4 
wort icbrift. His -ewo Sons, Beſſon and Gets ſucceeded Tons the: Eller of 


kill'd the Toanger in his: Afathers Arms,” 
ods a fell Wolf, who, the _ | lain] The: foventh Perſeabuhis 
under Maximiw., who- Murdered on perour Alexander Severus; and 
was himſelf Kill'd, copeter wit with fog Son, by "own Soldicss at the Sioge of 
Aquileid:'- 


The vext an Guile and Fats! atten at ; etl who rais'd the 
| Perf eoation, whoſe nl kiltd by. the Got] be, and himſelf drowned in nous 
noar the Danube, as he fled from the Enemy 
'- 466, go oid Mas] 5g _ Author af che ni ninch Per ſeeuion "a the tafli 
tion of-an - Epyprias ©: Was wards conquered and tak 
Sy es the Fn. mw of Perfis, who made uſe bf his Neko mou his Horſe, and oy 
en he refus'd that Office; flajd hin-alive; and covered him with Salt. 


WO Two Monſters foal} rhe groening. Wo divide. ] Dioeleſion and Maximi. 


"ou The 1dol Bawvers and. Croſy muſt wu rife] The very Signs or Eu ;of 
7 Romans, : have-.been: wo by 1 trans don Men - dolatrous: Which Cm frmm 
chang, and'bore the Croſs in his Banner ; according to the famaus Story, 

502; Onte: niore! the fatal Stone. ]* ] Sev Li 6. Note on the Ber3/;s of the Antients 

10. The Tyrants:dop by Jaſtice-or Deſpeir.] Diocleſcan, ſome ay, Poiſoned hitn- 
ſelf; Maximinian, who had once Abdicated ; but when his Mind changed, and 
he for recovering his Empire” agen, being "caught Plotting againſt Conflenting 
he was 44 Heng'd for his reward. © 

' $17«* HT ghee TA; kriown Story. Y3d. Sozomen. Lib, I. Cap. 11. 
$2. Ne Bi ſome Signs f antient Fraud remain. ] From Virgit's Panca tamen ſub- 
erunt, 
$24- "Nr yer my fated Ri J Vid; laſt Note on Lk 10: 
o —_ Herts « Magog: F Pb. Sothions, as Sir Walker Rawleigh proves beyond 
conera iofi, 6 Eh: | 
KEE. Let all the We if « fuer Tyrane fo ids] The Turks give Liberty Con- 
ſcience 3'the e. Pope denies ey: for which (rm The him the more ed of 


$37: T be The Earchly Gods is Monſter tl Dechrone) 2 : Theſſ.2. BY 
$41> Box Arndmates y bere d awn.] This the antiene Chriſtians 1n- 


bh trptaplio ** magnate Ix 


Ws ar Marria > ſhall vhs worſt: of "Crimes be 'prown.] A Man may' be a 
| xn Sp Ak Ton FA ries fo gown] 6, he has one 194 
Yor a the doughty Arguments 'sgainit the Miner o the Clergy, T think 
Kon omar Bears ſelf, carries © , the moſt Weight; > They that 
- ee inte Hs exo pleaſe God:: O01 ear, 

$63 f:Swar in GUI ſp#2ions Bild! 4 viſe} "Tg: fad i in de ito | 
ae that at his - Mattyrdom' he Þca , of @' Sway to riſe an hu 
whom hs Phe PE ſhauld'not be'able to 4:Þ £4, 

586; droPriends MEL. on'the Road they knew] Some ſuch thing ſeems 
rieceſſavily imply 'd from'chs Oran of the' Parable.” 'For' it's ſaid'in the 1 vnſe, 
They aFually went orrh\10-waer- the Brideyroon| ."Biit wer." 5." While the' Bridegroom 
es an Jlprs win thay att he fuppoſed to do'ih'the open 
1$£,1 35% 4© 3074 hi W104 7 

ah Harbingers cbe ſev*n Arch; 
herodin tthe Ages of the Church, that t 


Ly Ie has been generally be- 
t Orders of Angel: ; 5,20 
ere 
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there are great probabilities from Scriptures, that the Number of the chief Angels 
$93 which are alſo call'd, The Eyes of the Lord, running to and fro througbout the 
 aphole Earth. _ That theſe wn be principally employ'd in-the Preparations 
| forthis Judgment, appears, from comparing, 1 Thefſ. 4. 16. The Lord ſhall deſcend, 
WW with the voice of the Archangel, and with the Trump of God, with that of the 2 Theſſ. 
1.7. The Lord Teſus ſhall be revealed fpom Heaven, with bis mighty Angels; Mi dy- 
oor Suvduees ant; Which ſeems mach the ſame with theſe ad Angels. 
.112, Then Thouſand leſſer Suns /ie ſcatter'd rownd. ] According to their Notion, 
who think all fixed Stars Suns. | 
_ .533- Hence holy Souls Refin'd and made more Bright. ] This ſeems the only an- 
# © nent Purgatory : Some of the Fathers being of opinion, that the Sowls. of all Men, 
'nay,. that of the Bleſſed Virgin herſelf, were to paſs chrough this purging Fire at the 
left. Fadgment. But this would do the Church of Rowe no good, _— therefore they 
| have fince altered the property. on't, making it a Culinery Fire with a witneſs, an 
ing it up ſome Thouſands of Years ſooner than thoſe good Fathers ever thought 


798, With all the baſt of Impudent Deſpair. } They ſhortewour Saviours Accu- 
ſation, and fay, wverſ. 44. Lord, when ſaw we thee an bungrad, or athirh, or « 
frenger, or naked, &c. whereas the Righteous are more deliberate; werſ: 37. When 
{aw we thee an hungred and fed thee, 8&6, == 

862. Refreſht, beyond the reach of Pain or Vice, &c. ] Agreeable to the Notion 
of the Primitive Churches, wha conſtantly pray'd for this Refrigerium, or. Refreſh- 
ment of their Felow Chriſtians departed this. Life; they ſuppoſing them in a ſort of 
Pain, by their 5hir/fy and eager Deſire for the final Conſummariom of their Happineſs. 


The eAvgument of the Eighth Book. 


Catalogue of the Nations that came to the Paſſover, together with the Inhabitants 
YA of the Holy Land, Herod's Entry and Train from Galilee. Our Saviour pri. 
" wately comes thither with his Diſciples, ſending S. Peter and S. John before bing 
to prepare the Paſſover in Mount Sion. But could not remain undiſcover d, ſome Greeks 
from Athens, having heard of bis Fame, and preſſing to ſee him; which having obtain'd 
by the Aſſiſtance of ſome Tyrian Merchants of Philip's acquaintance ; God the Father, at 
bis deſire, atteſts bim now the third time by @ Voice from Heawen, At which the People be. 
ing again ready to force a Kingdom upon bim, he retires, with his Diſciples. However , his 
Fame and Dottrine ſpread ſo far, that all things were now at s Crilis, and the whal, 
Nation «por the point of owning bim the Meffiah. At which Lucifer being alarm'4 
takes with him a Detachment of Devils, and flies to Earth, where ſending the reſt to 
their appointed Poſts, to facilitate his Deſign, be bimſelf enters tht Palace of Caiaphas; 
«nd Night being now#come, and the High- Prieſt aſleep, appears before him in the Form 
of old Hircanus, chiding him for his Remiſſneſs, and ffirring bins up to deſtroy our $4 
wviour. In order to which, as ſoon as be wakes, -he ſends privately to aſſemble the San. 
hedrimz which being known to Gamaliel, Joleph, and Nicodemus, they haſten like. 
wiſe thither. Caiaphas's Speech to the Sanhedrim, againſt our Saviour, accuſing him fur 
a Subverter of their Laws ; pretending to prove, be was not for that Reaſon, to be heark. 
ned unto, tho be wrought Miracles; complaining of tbe Meanneſs of bis Do&trine on one 
fide, obliging to forgive Enemies, and of the impradtticable Heights on the other, not ad- 
mitting Liberty of Thoughts, or the firſ® Motions of Deſire or Anger ; with other 0h. 
jettions uſually urged by the Deiſts againſt Chriſtianity. After which be riſes bigher, 
charges him with Blaſphemy ; and at laſt, falling into a Prophetick Fury, be declares, 
twas neceſſary ons Man ſhould die for the whole Nation 5 «rging, that could not be a 
Sin which God himſelf hath decreed. His Speech wariouſly recerved by the Sanhedrim. 
Nicodemus /fands wp, and begins cautiouſly ro anſwer him. Whom Joſeph of Arima- 
thea interrupts, and boldly, before *em all, confelles Jeſus; diſtinitly anſwering all the 
Cavils of Caiaphas againſt bis Perſon and Law, and preſſing the Sanhedrim ro receive 
him as their truc Metliah. While they were divided in their Opinions, and bebating the 
matter, our Saviour celebrates the Pallover, with bis twelve Diſciples, and inſtirues 
the Sacrament of bis Blefſed Body and Blood ; foreſhowing and deſcribing the Traitor 
Judas, who went out from the reſt with a reſolution to betray him; whoſe Offer to the 
Sanhedrim was agreed to by the majority, and Preparations made to apprebend him. Our 
Lord comforts the remaining Diſciples, but propheſies of their forſaking him, and particu- 
larly S.Peter's Denial. Thence be leads them to Gethſemane; and takes S.Perer, James, 
and John with him into the thickeſt part of the Garden, leaving the reſt at the Gate, Hz 
Aponies and Prayers, not for fear of the approaching Pain or Infamy, but of his Fathers 
Anger. An Angel appears to ſtrengthen him. A Compariſon of him with the moſt fa- 
mous antient Heroes, ſhewing how far be exceeded them in Patience and Virtue. The 
three Diſciples aſleep for Sorrow. Judas, bawving received Guards from the High Prieſt, 
comes to the Garden, and, with a Kils, betrays our Lord ; who being apprehended, after 
he bad healed Malchus, whcm S. Peter had wounded, all his Diſciples forſake him. He's 
carried tothe High-Prieſt's Palace, and there abusd by the Guards and Rabble. S.John, 
who ſoon reſumed Courage, followed our Saviour, and owned himſelf bis Diſciple. S.Peter 
comes after, tho with more Fear, and is introduced into the Palace, by the Intereſt of 
S.John; but being known to ſeme of the Company , and charged as a Follower of Jelus, 
he thrice denies him, the laſt time with Curſes and Imprecations ; till, on our Saviour's 
looking back upon bim, be returns to himſelf, and, departiug from the Palace, endeavours 
to expiate bis Guilt by a ſevere Repentance. ' Our Saviour accuſed by the High-Prieſt 
and Caiaphas, but no Proof againſt him, that would reach bis Life; till Caraphas ad- 
Juring bim to own it if he were the Son of God, and be telling them, they ſhould bere- 
#fter ſee him come tojudg the World, be's accuſed for Blaſphemy, and burried away io 
the Roman Governour, being adjudged, by the Sanhedrim, worthy of _ __ 
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BE OV o'er the Eiills the Paſchal Morn aroſe, 
gE) £& And from high Tow'rs the ſacred Trumpet 
Cl 


þ. blows ; 
& Proclaiming their great Feaſt, all I/rel 
| meer, [ Street 2 


td 2 Thick crouding thro* each duſty Gate and 
Strangers and Proſelytes, where cer their Birth, | 


From double-Sea'd Byzant, and Cormth come ; 

From the fair Fields with Rivers circled wide, 

From Elam and Exnphrates Aowry fide. b- 
IE. >>  -. J_— With 
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With all th' Arabia's, to the Feaſt repair 
The Realms of Monobaze and Helen fair; * 
Strong Adiabene call'd, well known to Fame ; 
But moſt from bleſt Judea's Regions came; 
From Dan, ..to old Beerſbeba's Faitful Plain, 
From Jazer'g Sea, to I at Weſtern Main : 
Theſe fromPhenician 214 their Journey take, 
From Tyrus Stairs, and theCendevian Lake : 
Herod, his num'rous Galileans brings 
From all his Towns,' a Pomp well warthy Kings : 
Strong Sephoris, and rich Tiberias fend * 
Their choiceſt Youth, _ Lords attend 
With Prayrs for their great Founder, who his Guefts, 
On Jordan's Banks, at proud Herodian Feaſts ; * 
Who Guarded thence and Honour'd, wait him-down, 
By Jericho, to Salem's ſacred Town : 
His rich paternal Palace they prepare, 
And rang'd before the Gates, ſalute him there : 
Nor ſooner his approach the Elders know, =: 
But to receive him injlang State they go ; _- {: 
| The Roman-Guards the ſame, loud Shouts they made, 
Their Eagle on Antonia's Tow'rs diſplay'd : | 
Not (o our Saviour met, nor he defir'd 
Vain Honours, or mean worldly Fame requir'd ; 
A train of Yirtues did the Hero bring, 
Unſcen officious Angels guard their King. 
In vain a private Entry made his choice; 
For all Geod men at his approach rejoice : 
Ent'ring the Town, he did before him ſend, 
As Harbingers, bold Cephas and his Friend : 
Theſe all pepar'd, (nor cou'd. they want ſucceſs, 
For where. himſelf he ſends, himſelf he'll Bleſs: ) 
What Moſes, or the Elders did enjoyn, * | 
The. Lamb, the Herbs, the Bread, the ſacred Wine. 
Mean. while, the Croud's Hoſamas to. prevent, 
He rounds the Walls. by Ston's ſteep aſcent : 
In vain their wnbe/poken Pomp he'd ſhun, 
From every Far fe dame People run; $5 
Fame bears the News thro all the, peſter'd Gates, . 
And the vaſt "Town almoſt depapulates;, — __ ... 


© 
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So, when ſome Godlike Prince by Heav'n deftgn'd, 
The common Benefaftor of Mankind ; | 
Triampbant over c'en himſelf and Fame, 
Who wou'd by /'irtue only raiſe his Name ; 
So when he, enviaus of himſelf, would go 
Thro' ſome ſav'd Town, ar Realm incognito ; 
Thiro' che vain Cloud his ſtronger Beams will ſhine, 
4 | The mortal Form confefling the Divine: _. © 
Forth pour thick Floods of Mea, the Saviour meet, 
60 And ſtrow thick Flow'rs and Bleſhngs at his Feet. 
So here, all preſs to ſee his Heav'nly Face, 
Nor only now the Hebrews ſacred Race ; 
His growing Fame to Gentile-Worlds is ſpread, 
His Light Divine had ſtruck their Demons dead : 
The /ervile Gods to their black Caves retire, 
Great Ammon, than his own, now feels a hotter Fire: - p;4.Lib. 6, 
Athens, which did from Eeypt firſt convey * 
Vain Idol-Forms, and ſpread them wide away 
Thro' the deluded World, now _ © adore, 
E A Sovereign Deity unknown before "oY 
, Nor had the Sibjl ſcap'd 'em; there they find __ 
A Prince whoſe fatile ke ſhould bleſs Mankind, 
In ſcorn'd Judea born : They thither came, 
More by the Saviour's Miracles and Fame, 
Than the great Feaft attracted—— 
Came with ſome Tyrian Merchants, trading down 
. To new-nam'd Julias, once Bethſaidas Town: 
Their Int'reft theſe, and frank aſliſtance lend, 
Since in his humble Court they had a Friend 
8 To mtroduce 'm ; meeting, them embrace ; 
"T'was Philip, of the Galilean Race, 
Whom long they'd known, and ask'd the Liberty, 
Theſe Grecian Strangers might his Maſter ſee. 
He beckons Andrew, both to Jeſus went, [0 "AIEIN 
And favourably their Requeſ? preſent : &*, : 
When thus our Lord — Tho' I vain Pomp diſclaim, 
Nor in my own, but my great Fathers Name 
As yet have taught, yet fince he's pleas'd © atteſt 
My weak Mortality, it muſt be beſt. | 
Now is the Hour I ſhall be cruly known, 


- was 
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A glimpſe of my paternal Glory's ſhown : 
| Now that falſe Traitor, who 'from Honor fell, 


Yet ſeizd theſe Worlds, and taught *em to Rebel, [ Fell. 
_— with vengeful Flames, ſinks back t his deſtin'd 
But ah ! How dear an Empire muſt I win! 
On what a Thronemy-promis'd Reign begin ! 
How ſad\an.Exaltation ! Yet cen there, 
Will I the Raines of the World repair : 
Nor me my Friends, aor them Þ'll there diſown, 
But with 'em mount to: a far brighter Throne : 
The way o'r Rocks and. Thorns my ſelf Fl lead, 
Nor ſt they only on Roſes think to tread ; 
Thro' Blood, but*tis their own, 'a Grown muſt gain, 
True Heroe's Race, :cnur'd to: Sweat and Pain, 
Which ſweetens all:their future peaceful Reign. 
— Yet till wilt this relutmg Body ſtrive, 
Baſe Fleſh and Bleod the feruileWar revive 
Againſt the uobler Spirit, {till diſgrace 
Mans better Form, and ftain'-the Heav'n born Race ; 
Still Pain is his averfron— Tho' 'tis true, 
Had he not this, he'd nothing to /ubdue ; 
No Merits, no Reward—Do what 1 can, * 
My lab ring Heart has ſomething ſtill of Man; 
Fain would avoid th' wnequal-ſhock, and fain 
Would ſprink from this intolerable Pain ; 
Theſe more than bumane Terrors — Father ſave ! 
O, if 'ris fit, preſerve that Life you gave! 
No, 'tis not—I my ſelf a /i&im give ; 
Willing I Die, that reſcu'd Man may Live : 
Yet, leſt they-me as an Impoſtor blame, 
Er I to thoſe bleſt Regions, whence I came 
Returg, Dear Father ! Glorifie thy Name ! 
He ſaid, when ſtrait calm Lambent Lightnings flie, 
And ſacred Thunder:murmurs round the Sky. 
Then the dread Voice of God—* As [ *ve already done, 
« I thus atteſt rhee ſtill, my loy'd eternal Son ! 
They heard the awful Sound, they heard itall, 
And to the Saviour lowly proſtrate fall ; 
So little their falſe Zomage he defires, 
That from the flattting Crowd he ſtrait retires; 
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. Had him by force the King of 1/rael crown'd: 


| And his Religion now, or theirs mult fall. 


A Spy thro' Sodom's Lake ſhot ſwift ro Hell, 


A Miracle he works to- chain their Senſe, 
And with the Ten, paſs undi/cover'd thence: 
Still more amaz'd they ſtrictly ſearch'd around, 


Each Street and Suburb fearch'd, and had they found, 


So their great Saul himſelf, they cry, withdrew, 

And with ſome Samuel his Retirement knew : 

For fafious Arms, themſelves and Friends prepare, 
Scarce on the Towr's the Roman Enſigns bear. 

Tho' this the thoughtlels giddy Crowd alone, 

Many o'th' Elders knew, but dar'd not own, 

Knew him the Prince deſign'd for Iſrael's Throne : 

On worldly Fame, and Reputation ſtood ; | ; 
How hard a tking to be both' great and 900d? E 
Miſtaken Fame ! if from fair 4#ions done, ; 
*Tis good; if not, far better loſt than won. 

Happier the common Race of humane kind, 

Happier in this, ſince for their Eyes or Mind 

They no Diſguiſes need, vain Forms they break, 

And what ſmall Senſe they have, they freely ſpeak. 
Theſe his Oppoſers ſcarce untouch'd endure, 

His Foes ſcarce more than he himſelf ſecure; * 

Tho' he himſelf their Conduct nor approv'd, 

Nor Rabble-Reformation ever lov'd ; 

Intreft, not Love their partial Yotes did ſway, 

They'd call him Xmg, but not his Laws obey ; 

Too pyre for their groſs Taſt, too right and juſt ; 

Nor he ſuch Subjefts wou'd receive or truſt, 

How eer his Do&rines more and more prevail, 

Still more the Elders falle Foundations fail, 
Scripture and Reaſon gone, they only rail : 

All things were at the beight, the Crifis all, 


This ſaw th' 4rch-Fiend in his own loathſom Cell ; 


And brought th' affrighttul News, repuls'd betore, Hd. Lib. 3. 

The Conclave he reſolves to call no more, . 

Till ſome great A& atchiev'd, ſome M/chief done; 

So black, as he'd himſelf not bluſh ro own: 

From every Squadron ſilently he drew, *: 
5 Sueh 
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Such Spirits as he moſt fir for a&io knew; 
Some whom baſphemous Belial did command, 
From Moloch ſome, but moſt from Enyy's band ; 
Such as all Parties might to his engage; 
Some $kill'd in raifing Tumalts, Storms, and Rage : 
The ſame that tempted Dathan cer he fell, 
And dragg'd him, yetalive, thro' Earth's black Gulf to Hell. 
Some like himſelf, when cheating facil Eve, 
So ſubtle they'd almoſt th* Ele& deceive : 
Theſe guilty Mortals, knew t illude our frighr 
With monſtrous Forms, and Spefres of the Night : 
With Joys impure oft fil'd, with Sloth opprels'd, 
Their Guardian Friends away, their Eyes and Breaft : 
| Some Miſer Fiends, moſt ſordid and moſt baſe, 
The loweſt ſunk of all th' 4poRate Race ; 
Theſe Mines and lone. Church-Yards, and Treaſures hold, 
And howl in Tombs around their ſecret Gold : 
Yet theſe, the nobler Mind do what ic can, 
Maintain the ftrongeſt Party ſtill in Man : 
How few are proot againſt their fatal Arts ! 
Sure Satan arms with Gold his fiery Darts: 
Like thoſe of Love, they no diſtin&ion make, 
Kings, Peaſants, Civil, Sacred, all they take ; 
All bur one rank of Men, they neer took place, 
| Neer found a Quarry in the tuneful Race : 
*Tis ſtrange that Poets are nor virtuous ſtill, 
Since out of reach of Gold, that Root of il]. 
Theſe Spirits their Leader, in whoſe Cauſe they fell, 
Muſters in Haſt, the ſtrong Gen/darms of Hell ; 
Theſe Troops of his own Flouſhold did review ; | 
Then ſwift to Earth for Mans Deſtruftion flew ; 
Arrivd, each takes bis Poſt, which well they knew. 
As the ſly Thrant order d, each conceal, * 
Leſt ſome kind Angel ſhou'd to Man reveal 
What their deſign; ſome did themſelves diſpoſe 
T* excite their Friends, and ſome to tempt their Foes : | 
I th' foremoſt Rank, their Leader wings his way, 
For Night had now reliev'd the weary Day, 
To Salem's Tow'rs, and as he o'er 'em flew, 
A ſpiteful glance and Curſe amongſt 'em threw ; 


Afraid 
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Afraid leſt the fair Gty.ſhou'd Repent, | 
And by their Pray'rs the deſtin'd Wrath prevent. 

To the high Prieſt's proud Palace did repair, 

| Andlike a falling-Star ſhot headlong there; 
The Guards and Gates he penetrating paſt, 
Swift and inviſible, and round him caſt 
The Form of old Fircanus, grave and ſage, 
The ſame his Face, his Stature, Meen and Ave; 
His Yoice the ſame, his Hands a Cenſer bore, 

- 220 The ſacred Mitre on his Brows he wore: 

In ſtill and deep Repoſe the Pontiff lay, 

Tir'd with the Work and Pleaſures of the Day ; 

Stern Caiaphas —- The Fiend approach'd his Bed, 

And leaning on his Hand his palſy'd Head, 

Wich loud and lamentable Voice be ſaid; 

« Awake my Son! Is't thus your Flocks you keep ? 

Or now Awake, or elſe for ever Sleep ! 

But canſt thou Sleep? — Yes - C3nft thou ſtoop ſo low, y 

To yield the glorious Day withotit a Blow, 

230 — T' our Laws, .our Nations, and our Temples Foe ? 

Who now, by your Remiſſneſs, fierce and proud, 

Heads dark Cabals among the faStious Crowd. 

All that is ſacred, left without defence, 

You violate my Tomb, and raiſe me thence. 

Was it for this my great Forefathers broke 

A Stranger's Chains, ſhook off the Heathen Yoke ? 

For this like Bulwarks round their Country ſtood, 

And ſhed ſuch Seas of honourable Blood ? 

O ye great Maccabees ! too dear it coſt, 

240 To purchaſe what your Sons have tamely loſt : 

Say, did Elircanus thus your Line diſgrace, 

Or a&t a thing beneath your glorious Race ? 

He graſp'd the Cenſer and the Sword you bore, 

Your Mitre and your Diadem he wore ; 

Spite of ill Fortune he preſerv'd your Fame, 

Nor trembled een at mighty Pompey's name. 

Scarce half his Pow'r his weak Succeſſors ſhare ; 

Nor only you the Roman Thraldom bear: 

(Since Manly 'tis to yield, if Men ſubdue) - 

250 But cen a weak Enchanter ——_— you; | 
n | 
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If ought by Herbs and pow'rful Names þ' has done, * 
To Solomon's wiſe Sons it can't b' unknown: | 


Yer ſtill he {1ves, you the blind Gawd forlakes, 
And droves of Proſektes each. houc he makes : 
Theſe will he ſoon to greater Things perſuade, 
The Sanhedrim and ſacred Throne invade: 
Haſte then — The Crown and Royal Enſigns bring, 
The Galilean Carpenter's your King. 
—But ſhall he be, or-are my Fears in vain ? 

O'er none but Slaves, a Slave deſerves to reign : 
Tho' yet he does not— {ſrael yet is free, 
And will, I know, maintain their Liberty ; 
Quench the new-kindled Flame, and pull this Serpent down, 
before he higher leaps and gets a Crown: 
— Haſte then, and tho' pait 1s you can't redres, 
Him, meditating, more. lecure, oppreſs! 
Or there diſpatch, or elſe © his Fate convey, ©} 
To purge the Town on this great fe/tal Day; 
Call you the Sanbedrim, I'll find the way. 

| He ſaid and ſunk— The Pontiff, rais'd his Eyes, 
And looking gaſtly round, 'My Gaards, he cries ; 


All in cold Sweats -- Yes, mighty ſacred Shade, | 


Thy kind, thy wholſom Counſel ſhall b' obey'd : 
He lives no longer, his ſure Fate is paſt, 


_ 'Tis done, and this ſucceeding Day's his lafFf. 


Vid. Luke 1. 


His cnt'ring Guards he round the City ſends, 
And calls to Council his confiding Friends. 
The Elders, and the Prieſts of greater ſway, 
Each did their num'rous ſubje&t Courſe obey : 
Prefling Afairs did their wiſe Councils need, 
They mult attend, with Silence and with Speed : 
Yet not ſo cloſe they the dark Meſſage do, 
Burt Joſe and the wiſe Gamaliel knew: - 
To Council they among the reſt repair, 
And meet their Friend, ſage Nicodemus, there. 
All preſent, Caiqphas alcends the Chair, : 
And thus began__.< You'll, Fathers ! ſoon' believe, 
Not without Cauſe, I thus Diſturbance give 
To th' Honourable Houſe, nor need I fear, 


The juſt Occaſion known, from any here | 90 
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Reprodf for this Aſſembly. . But too well, 
All who are Lovers of our Iſrael, | 
The growth of Nazareth's curſt Se& perceive, 

* On their Inpoſtor, the whole World believe ; 
How undeplor d our own and Nations Fate, 
Unleſs we help, ' if help's not yer too late: , 

— If nothing. us our Countrey's danger move, | 
(Tho' no Good Man bait muſt his Country love; ) 
If we theſe Walls can leave, and fee our Place, 

X And Honour fill'd by a vile Earth-born Race ; 
So humbly, or ſo meanly quit our Seat, + 

And live without a Name, obſcurely Great ; 

If we all this might kindly give away, 
Our Laws, our ſacred Laws we can'c betray. | 
There there the Yenom lurks, at theſe he drives; 
Their Ruine he in cloſe Cabals contrives ; 

Th' abhorr'd of Nazareth — The - 

The Word promulg'd by Angels he'd repeal, 

A better Law than Moſes. did; reveal; . 


310 Huletter'd Peaſant he, aſſuming thus 


A Pow'r unknown, muſt teach the World and Hs; - 
The Crowd, *cis true, his Miracles proclaim; 

Bur did not Egypt's Juglers do the ſame? 

Spite of our Senſe, our Reaſon ſtill is free, 

Nor are we, were it not, at Liberty : 

For wond rous Signs our Law we mult not leave, 


&Nor a falſe Prophet, tempted thus, receive : 


Shou'd he prevail, which O avert! ye Pow'rs 


That rule the World, his Laws exchang'd for ours ; Dan. 4. 26: 


320 What ſhou'd we gain > What has he more compleat; 


330 


Than our great Prophet > What Sublime or Great ! 
For Carpenters or Fiſhermen they'll do, 

But Fathers, not for ſuch as Hs and Joy j 

X Rulers and Warriors, to brave Deeds inclin'd; 
Thele clog the Soul and fark the rifſmg Mind : 
Expos'd t Affronts, you mult the Giver ſpare, 

Nay Love, they teach you nothing but to bear : 
Now ſunk too low, he ſtrait too high alpires, 
And ſtrange impradticable beights requires ; - 

He wou'd not have us. men, bur ſpite of Fate, 

Nan 32 Be 
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Be neither pleasd or anighy, love ox hate; 
SOT && Thou bts, ove Ae Gur Reeo res, 
"Clogg' 'd with ennarial i Zum and nd Myffery 3B 


And 1 God and rake, rey bb 
Not Cen 6ur bleſt \ thernal Tom 
_u ropes rhe Akiko 'or-Samiaria c : 
io Cen nſure,+ his-prod Sefk Fawn, | 
fir,” or-bael ward thrown "a 


Tis a ſinalt Gries ehewich hos adn kh eats: : 
All our Traditions broke 5 in vain we grieve, 
Corban and he together catinot live: 

Yet more, beyond whiat's Moreal he preſumes, 
The awful Name of God himf + wen | 
With the rival d Father 'equal:hie, © + 

"The Son;\ the Word; born from Eternity : 

If he impunely this, "if All we bear, 

How can we bur deſerve'a Fate, "ſevere 

As what th' Impeffor threatens 2—How can we 

Our Selves, our Children and our Nation free, 
From the black Guilt and Fate of Blaſpbemy'? 

; This reſtleſs Tronbler- of: our Iſrael dies ; 

| This fatal Achan we muſt facrifice : © 

| — Aud if the ſacred Ephod ought inſpire, 

I feel the glowing ſparks of heav'aly Fire : 

Thea hear we my enlighten d Mind foreſtes ! 

_ Canthat be bad which Heav's it ſelf decrees 2 

. © Jſrael in vain thy Fate choudoſt attempt to fly, 

& Unleſs for all thy Sons, one Man devoted dic. 
He ſaid, then to debates the Matter leaves ; 

The Sanhedrim with different Taſtes receives 

His warm Oration, ſome his Zeal admire ; 

The Soul of Phinehas ſure muſt him inſpire ; * 

"The Church can never pay too much eſteem, 

'T had ſunk infallibly, if not for him, 
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While thoſe who 1oak'd with tore impartial Eyes, ; 


Saw thro' wich caſe, the thin, tho! neat Diſguiſe ; 
Saw all vain Sophiſtry and Fecious Lies : | 
Yet none dard. fem the muddy Torrent, none, 
_ Till prudent:Nicodemns, bolder grown, | 
Thus riſing ſpake With all;fubmifton due, 
F And "oſt refpeft © his Holineſs and you ; 
Men ! Brethren! Fathers | a few Words I'dgdd, 
To whar's with ſo much Zeal already ſaid. 
380 Well has it been obſery'd, and none denies, 
Our Lews are Sacred, the Blaſphemer dies 
Convift by theſe, but the ſame Laws take care, 
We none condemn till his Defence we bear. 
Who cou'd be ſafe, might pop'lar Fame accuſe? 
None here, 1 dare be bold, that Judge wou'd chuſe : 
— Not that an Advocate I'd cer be thought, 
For any who my Countrey's rum ſought ; 
Burt Truth and Juſtice this. He had gone on, 
But the brave Lord of Rama's ancient Town, 
- 390 Thus fervent interrupts him —_Why ſhould we 
 4ſham'd of ſo Divine a Maſter be?. 
Let Naked Truth prevail, plain nar'ral Senſe, 
Without the gaudy Paint of Eloquenee.: 
I own him, I confeſs him Lord, Fm thine? | 
( Tho' ſordid Intereit or Pride repine: ) 
He came from Heay'n, and all his Laws Divine. 
. Whate'er the Sacrifice, Ill him adore, 
] love my Country much, bur Juſtice more ; 
He Laws refix > wich God's bleft Will diſpenſe? 
400 And Word? .. The moſt improbable Pretence, 
, On which cer ſuffer'd ſpotleſs Imocence. 
Can he blaſpheme the Heav'n he hopes © enjoy ? 
Can he God's Temple build, and yer deſtroy ? 
How oft ro Law and Prophets he appeals, 
My ſelf I've heard, nor other Truths reveals, 
Bur what within our facred Volumes lie, 
Tho' veiFd till now in Clouds and Myſtery. 
How oft ( agen I my own — give; 
You usd nor, Fathers, me to divbelieve ! } 
> 410 Dcclar'd one Title ſhou'd nor paſf away, 
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'Till this: vaſt Frame of Heavn and Earth __ 1% 
Eternal Truths muſt-our ſhort World ſurvive, ' 


Writ on our Souls. as: long as Souls can live. _ 


Theſe may be blotted; cho" they can't be raz'd, -- 
He graves 'em new when by our Grimes 'defac' 4: 
Sure we're but Men,: nor'all things-all diſcern ;' : *N b 
Are we too wiſe from:Heawv'n itſelf to learn? it 
When the Orac laus:&phod-us'd to ſhine, * 
Did any doubt the Charafters Divine > 
Say not 'tis ceas'd, ſee. here decypher d Rill, 
More plain and legible, the\ Father's Wi WI. 3, 
Th' Eternal Word does mortal Mould aſſume; - © 
Our wretched Clay Does he in this preſume?» 8 
Announc'd from Heav'n © inſtruct theWorld _ came; 
Cou'd eer Impoſtor yet pretend the ſame 2 
Or ſhou'd they, Honour they or Ts ſeek ; 
But Zijons King is humble, lowly, meek : - 
Lowly, yet An all; here beneath a God; 
He treads on Crowhis as-0n-the Stars he trod: 
It we Heav'ns Atteſtation ſhou'd deny, 
Twice ſpoke in Thunder from th! opening Sky, wi | 
In all, the Son of God diftintly ſhown, ; 
In all did him th' Eternal Father own : 
We Moſes toawmult leave, in Clouds and Smoak ; 
Bur once from Heay'n the Tin dread Words were ſp poke. 
But Egypts Juglers wond'rous Signs did ſhew, 
"Tis own'd ; burt-did.not our Great Moſes too ? 
And yet you all confeſs his Myon clear ; 
Aſien the diff 'rence and we'll find it here: -\ 
Therrs for falſe Gods and Idols vain 'were wrought, 
The other in Defence of Truth were brought : 
T' atteſt the one Supreme, their Charms ocrpower'd, 
_ As th' aftive Hebrew Serpent theirs devour d. 
Further, *rwas long foreſhown, the! choſen Band 
Shou'd deep enflav'd remain in Miaraim's Land, 
Till manumitted thence by.God's own dread Right hand. ) 
Truth, Propheſies, and; many a wondrous Sen, 
Beyond diſpute, atteſt -our, Lord Divine : 
What Rabbi, cer ſo dearly taught before, 
In Spirit and Trath, the ane true God © adore ? 


Not 
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Not all things Moſes ſaw, we ſomething need, 
Beſide, why did the Prophets elſe ſucceed ? 
Another Teacher why himlelf foreſhow, Deut. 18. 
If from his Laws the World did all things know 3 5. 
Jeſus this Teacher, true if God be true, 
For none but God ſuch mighty Works cou'd do; 
His Do&rines rather are reneiv'd, than new. 
We'd Gold at firſt, but he refines our Gold, 
And his New Law, fills and explains the Old : 
460 The Piece before was maſterly and fine, 
But he Life-touches gives, and makes it- more Divine. 
Death their Deſert, the heavy threatning Fear! 
So Moſes ſelf, who him refuſe to hear. 
How many a Prophet ſings, how full and plain, 
Of the Meſiab's wond'rous Birth and Reign. 
His wondrous Works? if need of proof there be, 
Ev'n Caiaphas has own'd that this is Ale ; 
All Time and Place, and Ages, him confels, ® 
All wait him -now— Shall J/7el then do leſs? * 
_470 In every part of Natures Syſtem found ; 
That World he made, by him together bound, 
So juit his Laws, ſhou'd Heav'n no witneſs give; 
Right Reaſon wou'd oblige us to believe : | 
Shall we Heav'ns Condeſcenſion then abuſe; « 
Since over-weight it gives us, all refuſe ? 
So ju#t his Laws, that were they bur obey'd, 
The World wou'd ſoon a Paradiſe be made : 
It mean, may I chat Meanneſs ever have! 


Still may my Paſſion be my Reaſon's Slave, 
480 Above all Wrongs, like all the Great and Brave: 
Above my ſelf as well as others live, 
Still I'm a Conquror if I fill Forgive : 
He thar dares die, die ſcorn'd and tortur'd too, 
But dares not an «unhandſom Aftion do ; 
He that dares own his Friend, tho' far disjoin'd, 
And, abſent long, tho' Earth and Hell combig'd, 
Satan and Sanbedrims againſt him ſworn, 
By two whole Worlds vait weight not overborn : 
Equal, nay till ſuperior, ſtill ſecure ; 
490 Mhriads of Fiends aſſault, unmoy'd endure : 


Myriads 
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Mhriads of Men almoſt as black defy, 

Impregnable in his ewn Honeſty ; = 

Nought but his Sou! and Honour cares to ſave— 

— If ſuch as he be baſe— The World is brave. 
No, his worlt Foes ne'er thought him baſe or mean ; 

What cer their Words © Why change they elle the Scene? 

Why elſe that he requires ſuch Heights complain, 

As weak Humanity attempts in vain? 

The World too good he'd make, too pure his Law — 

'—In Modeſty that ſhameful Plea withdraw ! 510 

Yet here it ſticks. Who can ſuch ſtrifineſs bear ? 

We muſt not fteal, nor rail, nor le, nor ſwear. 

A ſpotleſs Breaft he loves, his Laws require 

To tame the Rage of Anger and Deſire : 

Manly and juſt they ask, and give no lels, 

Than height of Virtue and of Happineſs ; 

They're poſſible, convenient, eaſie, free, * 

Nat ral as undiflembled Piety : 

What Nature or true Reaſon can't receive, 

He neither bids us praiſe, nor believe : 520 

If ſunk below our proper Selves in Vice | 

Or Folly we, he comes, as great as wiſe, 

To raiſe us to the State of Paradiſe. 

Who cer did the three Principles deny, 

Gentile or Jew, nor other Myſtery 

Unknown to us, the whole of his contains, 

The reſt the vain device of fabling Brains. 

But above all the Slanders which rebound, 

And like their Curſes, thoſe which caſt *em wound; 

None ſo il-ſaid, tho' deadly, as that he | 530 

Is to all Government an Enemy. | 

Can Orders (elf Confuſion c'er approve? 4 

( As juſtly may the Hawk implead the Dove, ) 

War {uit the Prince of Peace, or Hate with Heav'n-born Love. 

If he one Lord proclaims, one Faith requires, 

The ſame our Church believes, the ſame deſires ; 

Yet rational and free he leaves us ſtill, 

No Force upon the Intelle& or Will: 

The ſtill ſmall Voice of Reaſon warns from Sin 

Loſt Man without, his gentle Spirit within. 540 
54x | 
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His Follow” rs bids with Tenkerneſs 
No Argument ſo ſtrong, 


ove'; 
ſoſoft pron E 


Ev'nthe poor Publican hell got difdaitty ' 
None thart repents refuſe to entetrains | 
Yet hates a Hypocrite, all Hearts he knows, - 

The ſecret Villain ſeldom fails t expoſe 
Wich theſe he can almoſt be angryy' Theſe': 


To launce the Wound 'which yi irs 2 =P EY 
Will the All-bigh from Duſt: Tha receive," ©: 
Nor Thunder, till the Greature gives hins: lexves 2 


Can: he blaſpheme. bimſelf, or is afraid 
Of Laws which his poor crawli 


Hear my 


This can, 
Fig-leaves 


Worms 
Confeſſion then, 'tis Slain 
Once more the Word-is God, 2and Jeſu 


m, , Hos clouds thi' F 


i, 


— 


To us unknown the ſecret Laws of Fate,"'; 


| Move us they may, but.not neceſſitate.” 
Reaſon with: Truth-reveal'd out Steps muſt guide 


Elſe you defend the blackeft Parricide AG 
Elſe Heao ns the Principal, more _ by far, 


Bur Acceſſaries we'in Murders are. 


Since cheh tis-plain, that rhis juft ara is foe > th Mit 


From all thoſe 1lls that $pite.or Calunmy 


He's the Meſſiah promisd'long before ; 


The Lord, the God whana{/rael ought o radveel £& 
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.He of declares Heav'ns i ig breogs Plagyes + ſhall kite: 
Our guilty Lond, it in oy Crimes-rel 
Avert it Heav'n! in the ſame Fateh 

Why will you not the Surgeons] Aided 


That Soo Sins, this: AG Lamk. ſhou'd bleed j- | I 


{1 nor force us, nor excuſe ; . | 
@{: ci'n Alan wou'd nor uſe: wp? 


Conjoin 'd wou'd blaſt him with, nay (hogs firmots) 


210 


O rather kiſs the Son, juſt Preſems ſend; - 


Avert the threatned Wrath; what's 


paſt atnend, 


And hell forgive, engaz 4 Jour mighty Friand. 
Undaunted, Joſeph thus — The Seaman, 


All, mute, moſt pleas d; ſome angry,” all or : ct 
Oo | 


kale my 
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© $0, when x \ Boreas | ! thy black Sears ſoreep, 
"- - EY 4 Tk red Boſ, om of tht Atlantick Deep; $ 
 Convolv'd, the faaming angry Surges riſe, 
- , - Theloud Gigantick Wave invade che Skies : 
- Bur when leſt Zephyr from his ſpicy ">a 
' Rides gently out with ſoft Eteftan Gales ; 
The Billows huſhc, lie panting. an the ſhore, 
Appeas'd,; the faftions Floods i ior et tO roar, - 
And ſmiling, wonder why they rag'd before. 
Daxled with Truth, Fo yay cheir Paſſions yield, 


And Reaſon had almoſt regain'd the Feeld; 
All-but fierce Caiaphas, - frowning by, 
Wou'd nothing grant, ing cou'd deny: 


Aſhan'd, not griez'd, be in the Cauſe engag'd; 

Silenc d, GG baffled, more bo | 

Yer ſoon his Pedfaft Brow and Voice regains, 

Argues, reproves, \denownces, and com His; 0 

Unknowing to repent; all limics he: | 

Tranſgrelles, both of- Truch and Decency. Ko 

Now right, now wrong; th' unſteddy Senate T7 
T99 Conſcience now 1 \their Int reft wr 0 

Redd, laft pou if, o or the Deke, 

Ar lea ,:not by Wei 
Equally ho; in theit Lex xd or \Kaw. 
While here contending Minds and» Tut're Hel 

"Under the ſhelter of che flent Nee bet 515 
Our Lordz;-who knewghe' Pans and- Rage of Hell, 
Takes his laft Supper aud. his laft Farewel; 
- Did: his weak Friends, and the: falſe Traitor know, 
' Yer, mild, ſubmits, nee Heav'n wou'd have ic ſo. 
Firſt on the Lamb, as We requires, they fed, | 


As their Forefathers, when from Ryypr led, 
The Cup of: Bleſſing then, and hallow'd Bread, 
' In his bleſsd Hands our Saviour deigns to rake, 
To his Diſciples gives, and thus he ſpake. 
« Take, Eat ! chis/is'my Body, ſoon defign'd, 
af" ainful Sacti ficefor loft Mankind! ; 
my wer _ from Earth I'm gone. 
The batow'd Goblet next, and thus goes on ; 
This is my Blood, for Man's Redemption ſhed, 
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Drink all of this, as dl/ receiv'd.che- Bread! 


I go, the Traitor and my. Fate I know, | . 
But woe to that loſt Wretch/ by whom I. go ! 
He's lurking here, his Hand is on the Beard, 


| He eats my Bread, arid: yer betrays his Lord. 


Each, jealous for himſelf'with honeſt care, 
Trembling enquires if , he the. Traytor were? _ 
Iſcariot with the reſt, Gailt in his Eyes, , *. 
And A Tongue — Our Lord replies, | ' 
Thy ſelf chou knowſt, aad canſt too well divine ; 
To thele my Friends the Sop ſhall be the Sign. . | 
He, that receiv'd, departs, and leaves the reſt: 7} 
Whole Satan in his avaritious Breaſt ; © . : 
Himſelf to th* wav'ring Sanhedrim addreft. 
This fair occaſion ſoon decides'the Strife, 
The Traitor bargains for his Maſters Life. . | 
The few good Men, who fearleſs did remain, J 
Againſt the Stream a while, ſtood firm in vain, 
And when no more they could their ground maintain, 
Proteſting, left the Houſe ; the Hretch demands 
A Band of Men, : and ſafely to their Hands 
He'd him deliver, he his Haunts did-know, 
And could to th* very place direQly go : 
He Thirty Peces only asks, content 
To ſerve 'em for the (mall Acknowledement. 
Raviſh'd with wicked oy they all provide, 
Eager to follow their accurſed Guide : | : 
Mean while our Lord, well knowing Grief and Fear 
Oppreſt his Friends, his fatal Hour fo near; 
Thus, Sad himſelf, to them did Comfort give : 
« Let not your Hearts be troubled, but believe ! John 14. 1, 
I go, ſo wills high Zzay'n, but do not fear, > 
FIl love and guard you there as well as here ! 
I go before, nor can I, if I ſtay, _ | 
To thoſe bright Manſions mark the ſhining Way ; 
Tho' ab/ent, till I'll love you, ſtill as dear, 
It faithful ill, as when I taught you hbere, 
I the bleſs'd Paraclete will ſhortly ſend, 
The wiſeſt Advocate, the gentle Friend ; 
Him nought bur Sin can from your Breaſt remove, 
| Oo 2 O never 
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ante, 22 never rieve the Jponks : Dove | LICE LS 
If -he your Frie ta y wh Sil dep IF 
[The Z Wis ares of your. rect Sinai ; 
The World wilt hang y you, {tne it did; wou'd you”: 
'Eſcape?) - nde 'thing the World can do!. 
Lifes ruſting Stori;the greateſt Friends will be,. | 
If bome they drive Joao your Selvesand- Me. . 
Firm to my Cauſe, and each to other ftand !: 
A Baid of Friends, a glorious deathieſs Band! 
— Yet ſoon, unguarded lefr, you'd Men be On, 60 
To me far better than your ſelves you're known: 
Too weak your boaſted Faith and' Courage a," 
You'd by.th' unequal Teimpter baffled fi : 
Forſake my Cauſe, unguarded leave my Sd, 
Your Mater and your Faith at onee deny'd. 
- When Cephas thus abruprt-—Lord, 1 can die" 
Forhy dear Name, - but nor thy. Natiie dei 
As much the reſt, with virtuous "Grief, and a Pi 
They, {o\ubjeft a Baſeneſs, all diſdain.” - - 
When Jeſus this — Agen, your Hearts I every, TP 
'And Mldiber are deceiy'd, th*- Event will ſhow : 
For you, who ſuch a Champion now appear, 
And more than all che reft remov'd from fear ; 
Matt26.34 Thrice, cer this mournful Morn its Beams diſplay, 
| Fer thrice the watchful. Fow! has warn'd the Day; 
Soweak po left ro your own Strength you are, 
My Name, my very Knowledge you'll forſwear, 
But tho' ah þ infernal'Foe ſo fierce afſail, 
And hopes on.-all my Hoſe he ſhall prevail, | 
Fve pray d  YouriKaith may ſhake, bur ſhall not fail. ) G6ge 
O righteous Father titar! thy Will I've ſhown | 
To thoſe thou gav'ſt'me —O preſerve thy owh'?! 
The Wold1leavetothy wiſe Will refign'd, 
Bur theſe, a part of me, ſtill leave behind. 
O guard *em Thibe, all intimately one, 
Like thee, O righteons Exther,- and the Son | E 
Let thy bright Image ever on them ſhine, 
Full fill'd with Grace, and Love, -and Ty divine ! 
Till the vain dazled World confounded fee; 
That theſe from me came e forth, a2sI from ter ? 
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The vennile Gibies of fair Fireue: own; $10) 13 £16. 
Ay beaming-bright from thy iluſtrious Thrones, HD G17 ors 
When Life's *ill Scenes pail,” and wreeched 20% Mort. 


Thither, O: ehither thy true Strvaits raiſe ! 

A double Heav'ito theirs, to ſee and Pre 
Their happy Friends irvirnorthl Glerſes there! ' 
Thro'mie ts themſhall/all ch) y Goduneſs ſhine, 
Thefrs:all cheGloy; aff thie Tas that's mine ; J 


What I with thee enf6y'd tterndl Apes paſt, 


The fame which ſhaltto'long eternal Ares loft. 
He ſaid, then o'er deep Kidro's Brook and _ 
To ſweetGrihſemaiis be leads again, 
With Cephas and the Zebedtin Pair -—: 
He ſeeks i'th' Shades a cloſe" retirement there, 
The reſt withour,- nor e'en to theſe he alks, 
But filent all, deep: meditating walks; . 
As gentle Ohilomel ſits muſing long, 


Before ſhe caſe heri$orrows'with'a Soy : 
"At lengeh, thus:wirksa Sigh that rends his Breſt, 


— O-my diſtrafted Heart with Gritf-oppreſt 3 I 
Heavy as Death's dead Weight, with Loads of Care, + 
Too heavy for Fumanity to bear,” © © 
Why ſhou'd you'any furcker with me go?” 
Why ſhould my Friends ſhare: my contagious Wor ? 
Wait here a while, alcho' in vam you watt, 
For who can be too vigilant for Fate? © 

He ſays, and thruſts into che deepef} Shade, 
Where on the Ground he fell-and proſtrate pray'd : 


| Never ſuchGriefs, as thou' for us didft prove ! | 


Never ſuch Waoes, O: aganizing Love!” © * 
Amazing Sorrows, 'Wwhich we can't conceive, 
But think the God ecliped, *the Man djd leave i 
O Father, O, if poſſible it be, 

Unbounded Might ! Fades is noto to thee? 

The Saviour cries, as on his Face he lay ; 

O take this Cup, this bitter-Cup away 1 

The Wrath divinc unmixt this Cup contains, 
And with infernal Poiſon burns my Yeins. 
'Tis not, alas, a ſingle Death1 dread); 
How calinly cou'd:1 lean my a Head 
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Oa the cold Earth, and common Mothers Breaſt ? . 
ET How gladly ſleep away to endleſs Reſt ? 
Et *Tis not a publick Death —Ev'n that I'd ſcorn, -. + 
Tho' thar of Slaves, - on the curſt Gibbet, born ;/ 
Shameful and infamous, T'd neer complain, 
Nor fear the Pomp of Death, beyond the Pam. _ 
My frowning Father's Wrath. There, there's the Curſe ; | 
Than Pain, than Shame, than Death, than Zell, "tis wotſe. 
. Ocan], muſt I be from him remov'd, F | 
Whom I've from long eternal Ages lowd ? 750 
Never offended, never ſaw his Brow. fs, 
With Frowns diſguis'd, nor Clouds obſcur'd till now. 
What has thy fond Prevarication coſt, 
Weak Man, to gain'the Eden thou haſt bft 2. 
Yet if no other way Heay'ns Wrath & attone, 
The /i&im 1 the Sacrifice alone, * + l 
T” appeaſe my injur d Father, Lord, I yield! 
Nor longer {hall refuſe the dreadful Figld : 
For this, by thee to the loft World I'm ſent, 
I can't my Lovet' unhappy Man repent : | 566 
Ah, lov'd he thee as well, wngrate ! to cure ES: 
' His Wounds, more Deaths, more Paſſions I'd endure. 
What mortal Pains did then the Saviour feel ? 
As Hearts when trembling on the. pointed Steel : 
Whar deep convulſrve Agonies he found, 
Which ev'ry part of Soul and Body wound ? 
The comely Order, they of both diſplace ; 
Large Drops of Sweat and Blood roll mingled down bis Face: 
As much as Man cou'd do, as much and more, 
Already he, without a Murmur bore; 270 
Had but all Earth and Hell their Forces joyn'd, 
Not Heav'n too in th' triple League combin'd, 
Ev'n in this mortal elemented State, . 
His Virtues had been equal to their peight : | 
Bur 'twas Heav'ncruſh'd him; Heav'n, ſevere, yet juſt, 
Which bruis'd his adamantine Soul-to Duſt. 
It long'd to ſally from its dark A4bode, 
Preſs'd with our Sims, a vaſt, an odious Load. 
He can no more, but.ia-th' unequal Strife, 
Had, with his very Being, loſt his Life ; | 780 
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If longer h had maintain'd the Field alone : 
Th' Eternal Father heard, he heard him grodn 
And ſhake whole Natures Fram: _ 

To his Relief a mighty Angel ſent, 

On the great Embaſſie he wond ring went ; 

Did Flow'rs of Eden to our Lord convey, 
And knee'd to him, as be to Heay'n did pray, 
And wip'd the big-round Drops of ſanguine Sweat away. 
—Enough, the Saviour Cries, thy Service | pare, 
I'm not all loft, my Father yer takes care 


Of his weak mortal Sor —'All, all agen, 


And more, if poſlible, I'd bear for. Men ; | 


For Men, he ſtrugglir 
Tho Strength renew: 


prays, 
, -but more renews his 


nor prays in vain, 


Pain. 


Here, here let boa ſting Greece her Heroes bring, 
How far excelld by Satem's peaceful King ? 
Ev'n him who over Oeta-Hill did rove, - 


His Veins all fir d 


, the fabled Som of 'Jove ;- 


Alcides (elf unequal Match for Pain: 


He rav'd at Fate, and ftru 


gled vaith his Chai, 


— Saviour forgive! "Tis a _—_ Blaſphemy, '- 
To name at once their ſpurious Gods and Thee. 


[Thou only like thy ſelf —— What Demon date, 
What a Man with: Thee,/true Sor: of God compare 


O, of Celeſtial Stem !-'O hearour Pray'r ! 
Thro' all the World let Vice and Diſcord ceaſe, 
And bleſs withlafting Virtue, laſting Peaco! 

Mean while the three ſad Friends with ſlee 
Which ſeiz'd their-Fyes, as Sorrow'[eiz'd 76 
On the ſoft nat'ral $/ aſe Couch reclin'd, 


Stole Eaſe at once- 


Body and for Mind: 


be: ; 


To whom our Lord, retnen'd—.[s't thus you prove 
Your boaſted Courage, and your boaſted Love 2 


Is't thus for all my Careyou 


me reward? 


And can't you, one ſhort Hour your Maſter gud? 4 
But if already you my Name diſown, 

Yer watch, 'it- not for my ſake, ' for 'your own! 
! never ſuch canfſe for Frey: 
The Hour's at hand) why Memcares. Temper's near: $1 


O watch and pray 


Tau 


; 
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Thence back our Lotd-did to the Shades repair; 3 
The ſelf-ſame fervor and: the (elt-lame Pray'r, 
The Poſture too the ſame; repeating there. 
Twice did repeat, as oft his Friends he found, 
In Sleep alike, and ſtubborn Sorrows drown'd ; 
Ar laſt returning — Now ſleep on,, he crics, 
And if you can, indulge your drowfie Eyes ! 
I ſleep no more, till the great Ranſom's paid; _ 
The Hour is come= The Son of Man's betray'd: 
-— Yet I'll not leave you chus— My Care you'll ſee 
Employ'd for you, altho' not yours for me. 
Once more ariſe, and wiſely learn to fear, 
Fate haſtens on amain, the Traytor's here; 
This ſcarcely ſaid, the reſt, who'd frighted ſeen 
Th' approaching Lights and Guards, came trembling in ; 
Yet nor ſo ſwift, but the mad Crowd appear, 
As ſoon as they, or mingled in their Rear : 
Fearleſs our Lord, himſelf doth interpoſe = 
Between his tim'rous Friends and ſpiteful Foes, 
Now only Man t encounter, well he knew : 
He knew and ſcorn'd the worſt that Man could 'do. 
Undaunted asks, they more than he afraid, 
Whom there it was they ſought — Whar there they made ; 
Jeſus, they cry d —If that-your Bus neſs be, 
-No farther ſeek, he'anfwers,. I am He. 
O whata Guard is Virtue! by the found — _.. 
Of choſe Majeſtic Words, ſtruck back, they fell to thi Ground. 
Yer ſtubborn roſe, agen they forward go. 
Obdurate, ftun'd, . not ſoften'd by the Blow. 
Agen our Saviour asks, and they che ſame 
Bold Words repeat, agen he owns his Name. 
If me you only ſeek, let theſe depart, 7 
Mildly he adds; his Friends ſtill near his Heart. .. | 
This fervent Cephas,. more impatient ſaw, 
And his broad Sword did from his Scahbard draw ; 
Amongſt the foremoſt flew, who'c'er he found, 
Not ſpares, but deals ſwift doubled Strokes around ; 
The icatt'ring Crowd avoids, | nor carcs r engage . 
His forward Zeal, thus arm'd with deſp rate Rage: ' 
Malchus alone ſtood firm ; a Servant he 
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Of ſome Remark, 'ith' Pontiff's Family, _ 
Againſt his warmth oppos'd his ſingle Might. 
--Nor Cephas this, who dar'd whole Armies fight ; 
But when before almoſt h' had look'd him dead, 
One furious Blow he makes full at his Head, 
Nor ſcap'd his Ear; tho' bending he gave way, 
Bur bleeding on the Gronad, diſmember'd lay. 

-- Thus far, our Saviour cries, Endure ! to ſhow, 
What if I pleas'd my faichful Friends cou'd do! 
Cephas ! return thy Sword ! ſtay thy fierce Hand, 
Cou'd I not Legions of bright Spirits comumand 
To my Relief 2 They Know, they Love mae ftill-- 
--But "tis not my Almighty Father's Will 

He ſaid, and did the wounded Ear reſtore, 

A golden Circle, where the Scar before. 

Till now, not dar'd the Trait rous Wretch appear, 
But ſhelter'd in the Crowd his Guilt and Fear ; 
Thus mild our Saviour ſeen, as Pillains ufe, 
His Goodneſs he takes courage thence t' abuſe. 

In Friendſhips's Vizard hides his odjous Guile, 
And baſe, accoſts him with a Kiſs and Smile : 
This only did the patient Jeſus lay, 
-- Ah! miſcall'd Friend! Is't thus you me betray ? 
That mark once giv'n, by the falſe Wretch aflign'd, 5 
That they in Night's dark Shades our Lord might find, 
From all the reſt the Crowd him ſeize and bind ; 
And hurry thence, his ſcatt ring Fanſhold fly 
As heartleſs Sheep, the Wolf or Rubbers nigh, 
Their faithful Guide, or abſent thence, or flain ; - 
Ev'n Cephas flies, now all his Boaſt's in vain: 
In vain at his own Fear and Baſeneſs grieves, 
He flies, but ſcarce himſelf his Flight believes. 

So when two Kings for Empire or for Right, 
Tn glitFring Arms meet on the Mounds to fight ? 
If one by his chief Minifter betray'd, | 
And ſeiz'd by th' adverſe; part, his Hof affraid, 
Fly ſcatt'ring o'er the Plains themſelves to hide, 
The Baſe and Brave alike born by ch* impetuons Tide 
If with the reſt ſome Kinſman to the Throne, 
In- Battles and in Triumphs hoary grown, 
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Is burry'd thence, he from the Rabble free, 
Stands firm, near ſome ſtrong Paſs, or Defile : 
Looks on his Sword and Bluſhes-- Muſing ftands, 
Looks on his Enfigns, and victorious Hands ; 
Rallies and Fights, till all his Guards are gone, 
<« He Raves as he goes back, and ſhakes as he goes on. 
The while our Saviour to the Hall they bear, 

With Scoffs abuſe, with Blows torment him there : 
Of the dull Rabbles Wit the patient Theme, 
They ſpit with Mouths impure, and then Blaſpheme ; 
Such Guards the King of Earth and Heav'n attend,  g1g 
None of his Follo ers there beſides his Friend ; 
He, tho! at firſt he fled among the reſt, 
Yet, ſoon return'd, his Maſter, bold confeſt, 
And pleads him innocent. -- With. much of Fear, 
Comes Cephas after, ſlowly, approaching near 

The Palace-Gate; and when he there was ſeen 
By the Great Friend, his Intreſt gets him in : 
Trembling, he follows his couragious Guide, 
With-care from every Eye his face to hide; 
To all reveal'd by that ſuſpicious Care ; 920 
The Porter asks, if he too was not there ? 
Unleſs he ſtrangely is miſtaken, he 
A glimpſe of him did in the Garden ſee. 
-- The timirous Saint replies, and ſtrait withdrew, : 


Him till this Hour I never ſaw nor knew ; 

-- Bur ſtil] where cer he goes his-Fears purſue : 
Charg'd with the ſame agen, the ſame replies, 
And all as firmly as betore denies : 

Nor long before a Third did him accule, 

His 1diom diffrent from the other Jews : 930 
Ruſtic and groſs, betray'd/his Country, He 

Was doubtleſs bred in faftions Galilee : | 

When prelſs'd thus home and full, he Curs'd, he Swore, 

Sure then, he thought they'd ne'r ſuſpe& hich more, 
So God to me, he cries, as this is true, 

As him before I never ſaw or knew. 

Scarce from his perjur'd Lips the Words were born, 
Eeer thrice the watchful Fowl proclaim'd the Morn : 
The Saviour turn'd, the timrous Saint ſtood by, 


And 
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940 And on him fix'd his mild,. bur piercing Eye. 
- He did no more, nor Cephas. more did need ; 

Soon did his honeſt Heart begin to: bleed ; 
Within their Banks his Sorrows cou'd:notkeep, 
But ſought a cloſe Retirement where to: weep ; 
There did, with Seas of Tears, his Fall: deplore, 
And waſh'd his Breaft &'en whiter than before. 
 Andnow the guilteſs Criminal is brought, 
Bound, to th' unjuſt Tribunal ; long they ſought 

0 murder him upon ſome fair pretence, 

950 But cou'd nor find one Thorough Evidence : 

All Ares they uſe ; now this, now that.they try, 
Now Charge wich Treaſon, then with Blaſphems : 
Yer nothing prove ; too little, or too much 

_ Still Sworn, nothing that yer his Life cou'd touch : 
Enrag'd, the wicked Caiaphas aroſe, . : 
His Thirſt of Blood, each Word each 4ion ſhows ; 

Blood in each Line of his diſtorted Face, 

Murd'rous his Looks, revengeful, mean and baſe : 
How long mult we on this Impoſtor wait, 

960 Foaming, he cries ? — Confeſs, and meet thy Fate ! 
Whac Blaſphemies > Whar Treaſons ? quickly ſhow, 
In vain thou woud'{t deny whar all Men know, 
What we can prove — Then better own it all, 

— There may be Mercy _ Where your laſt Cabal? 
When you're to pull the Roman Enſigns down, 
And when the Temple ſeize, and fire the Town ? 

Mildly our Saviour, no reſentments ſhown 
Ac ſuch loud Falſhoods — Well may I. diſown 
Such Calumnies as not your ſelves believe— 

970 Burt ſince unlikely 'tis you ſhou'd receive 
Ev'a Trath it ſelf from me ; I but deſire 
From thoſe that heard me, fairly you'd enquire : 
Secret Cabals I never lov'd nor ſought, 

No dang rous private Doftrmes ever taught : 
My Words the Synagogues and Temple know, 
From thence my Blaſphemy and Treaſon ſhow ! 
He ſaid, when one o'th' Zealots faftions Race, * 
With a rude Halbert ſtrikes his beaw'nly Face : 
Is that an n/wer? adds; for you to give 
Pp 2 
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His Holineſs > Why ſhou'd ſuch Wretches live ? 
Our Lord. Still Patient, and uncongquer d ſtill, 
'Declare 'c, if ought I've ſaid that's falſe or i! ! 
If-well, why have I ſuch hard meaſure found 

In open Court > Why am I ftrack when boand? 

Agen, the Pontiff roſe — One way did reſt, 

To force the fatal Secret from his Breaſt : 

If thou the Sacred promis'd Seed, he ſaid, 

From Ages, doom'd to cruſh the Serpent's Head ; 
The deſtin'd Prince for Iſrael's mighty Throne, 
Why doſt thou longer thy high Birth diſown ? 

By our conceal'd unutterable Name, + 

With whom thou doſt ambitious Kindred claim, 

I adjure thee, ſpeak Then the Diſpute is done : 
We'll own thee all — Arr thou th' Almighty Son, 
The Chriſt of God 2 Our Saviour —- Tho' I take 
Your whole Deſign; and know whatule you'll make 
Of my Confeſſion :>yet ll not deny 

My ſelf, nor my great Kindred in the Sky : 

— Whom now you ſec, and a weak Mortal ſcorn, 
TheSon of Man, to your Tribunal born ; 

When High enthron'd-in boundleſs Light and Bliſs. 
As be at yours you ſhall appear at His. 

Witch a cursd Joy — Tis paſt, the Pontiff cry'd ; 

He's ours — Now Fathers ! are you ſatisfy'd? 

---- That all his doating Followers were but near,? 

_ His own'd, his-publick Blaſphemies to hear ! 

The Fatt is plain, if Senſe it {elf be true: 

Speak Fathers ! and I'm (ure you'll Juſtice do. 

---- Their black united Suffrage rends the Skies ; 
Yes---- The Blaſphemer dies: he dies, he dies ! 
The Court adjourn'd, to Þilate's Palace went, 
Mix'd with the Crowd, © accuſe the Innocent : 
Duſt on their Heads they fling, and Duſt i'th' Ar, 
And thence with many a Curſe our patiene Saviour bear. 


The End of the Eighth Book. 
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The LIFE of CHR1ST: 
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_— AY D from High Towers the. ſacred Trampet blows. ] Foſephu ſays, The 

o_ Prieſts were usd to give warning by the:'Sound of a Trumpet, from the 
' Towers of the Temple, againſt-aryy approaching Feſtival. 

9g. From thoſe fair Fields, with, Rivers circled wide.) Meſopotamis. | 
- 12. The Realms of Monobaze and Helen fas] AMonobazas was the Son of Tzater, 
the famous Proſelyte of whom Toſephus gives: 014709 ena 
Queen of the ſame Country, who was a great Benefactar to Feruſalew, and, after 
her Death, had a ſtately Tomb, riear the City, erected to her Memory. _ . 

21. Strong Sephoris ] See Foſephur's Deſcription of that Town and 1ts Siege. 

24. t proud Herodion Fits | A ſtately Palace buile by Hered the Great, near 
Fordan, and called by his own Name ; as another he had in Fer«ſalem. 


43+ #/ hat Moſes or the Elders did enjoin. | The Cup of Benediion, and the Bread, 


+ were added to the Paſſover by the Succefſors of Moſes ; or rather, being at firſt only 


civil, and neceſlary toa Mee!, were, in. proceſs of time, reckoned Sacred, becauſe 
ſo nearly joined with what was fo. | | 

65. The ſervile Gods. ] *'Tis Cowley's Thought, who calls the D-&mons ſo, becauſe 
ak be the Co 7 | F VE "APN 

69. Athens, which di Egypt fir/# convey, 8c.) Herodotus lays, the Greeks 
had all their Gods from. Egypr, and the Arbewans were the chief Traders in thoſe 


| Commodities. Some of theſe, its not improbable, might be at the Feaſt, fince 


many came much farther tot. | 

112. No Merits, no Rewards.) I take the Word Merit here, in the old Orthodox 
Sence, not implying either Condignity, or a proper Congreity, except when re- 
ſtrained to our Saviour, who had both; but only for ſuch Luelifications as will 
” accepted of God, for the ſake of his Son, wrought in Believers by his Blefed . 

er. | : 
y” 31. 4 Miracle be works to chain their Senſe. ] He had done ſo before, and its 
probable might now repeat it. | 

i152. His Foes ſcarce more than be himſelf ſecure. ] *Tis ſaid, the Phariſees feared the 
People ; and were not for ſeizing our Saviour on the Feaſt-day, left there ſhould be 
an Uproar among the People. But their own natural Levicy ſoon made them 
alcer their Opinions. 

170. From every Squadron, | If there's a Hierarchy in Heaven, there is, in all 
likelihood, a ſort of Polity too in Hell, where we read of the Prince of the De- 
ils, &C. 

203. Each conceal, —— Leſt ſome kind Angel. ] An Angel being but a finite 

. Creature 


large Encomiums. Helena was © 


294 "Notes on the Eighth Book. 


Creature, cannot have infinite Knowledge, whence it feems poflible, that the wicked 


Spirits may conceal their : Deſigns from them. 

246. Nor trembled, ev at mighry P y's Name. | Who, in this ime, came 
to Feruſalem, See the Story in Foſephi Antiq. BZ FN 0 

147. Scarct balf bis Power. ] Old Wrcanus, and the reſt, had the Sacred and 


Civil Power, united, being'both High: Prieſts and Kings. * 

251. If ought by Herbs and powerful Names b* bas done. ] The Rabbies talk much 
of the Power of Charms, and profeſs the Knowledge of 'em. They pretend 
they deduce it from Solomon, Foſephus tells/a very grave Story, as if he beheved it, 
of one who did ſtrange things with an Herb, caſting out Devils, and bringing Per- 
ſons to Life again when they lay ſezſe/eſs. The Jews have a fooliſh Tale, that our 


Saviour wrotght allthis Wonders Gagainſt the Reality of which, it ſeems, theyſhave 


nothing*to ſay, by Virtue bf the Terragrammaron, fowel'up in his Thigh. 

294. On their Impoſter the whole World believe. ] According to that Saying of 
theirs, The whole World is gone after him. 

300. By @ wile Earth born Race, } The Rabbics call the Vulgar, Terre Fils, 
Sons of the Earth. ns . 

324. Rulers and Warriors. |] So ſays Machiavel 5 who' underſtood the Chrifian 
Religion lo 11], that he ſays, it makes Men mean: ſpirited, and 1s an Enemy to Mag- 
nanmity and Glory. —_— 

333- Clogg'd with unnatural Laws and Myſtery. ] I've endeavour'd to make 
Caiaphas as good a Spokeſman for the Atheiſts and Deifts as I. poflibly could ; tho? [ 
hope Joſeph fully anſwers every part of his Argument. | 

339. Nor more the Heathen or Samaria dares. ] The Samaritans did commonly 
put Afﬀeronts on the Fewiſh Temple ; once particularly, Foſephus ſays, they came in 
the Night-time and ſcattered Bones about it, which occaſioned a great Tumul:. 

418. When the Oraculous Ephod «#d to ſhine, ] Some think the way whereby the 
Ephod delivered Oracles, was the ſhining of certain Stones, in the Breaſt-plate, above 
the reſt; which the Jews own'd was ceas'd during the Second Temple. Therefore 
I ſay, usd to ſhine, 

431. Twice [poke in Thunder. ] Once at Fordan, and once at the Feaft ; indeed 
there was a third Atteſtation in the ſame manner, at Mount Tabor, at the Transfigu- 
ration ; but this Joſeph could not be ſuppos'd to know, becauſe the three Diſciples 
only were Witneſſes of it, and forbidden to diſcloſe it befo: e the Reſurre&ion. 

478. All Time, and Place, and Ages him confeſs. | Vid. infra. | 

479. All wait him now.) I have ſhewn formerly, from the Heathen Wraters, 
that ſome extraordinary Perſon was, at this time, expected by the whole World. 
I ſhall here inſert a Paſſage out of Plato; which methinks, without the help of Fancy, 
looks very much that way : '*tis in his Dialogues, the Words are theſe, drayagio or, 
e*c.- © It 1s neceſfary that we expe& till it may be learn'd how we ought to ovchave 
© our ſelves towards God and Man. Says the other, ns 6 auSdbowy, &c. © Bur who 
« 1s this Teacher ? for I would moſt willingly acknowledge the Man. An[w. © This 
* 15 he who takes care of thee. Bur it {cems ro me, as Homer makes Mmerva taks 
* away the Cloud from the Eyes of Piomedes, 3gg* £0 adore nuir O00 df o), ardes, 
* that he might be able to diſtinguiſh between a God and a Mer, lo ought the Dark- 
© neſs to be firſt removed from thy Mind, &c. 

524. Who Cer did the three Principles deny. ] I think *tis demonſtrable, that all 
Sedts of Philoſophers did own the tbree Princeples, and conſequently had ſome No- 
tion of the Trinity,tho' few of 'em wholly Orthodox, The Pythagoreans own,the frft, 
ſecond and third ONE, the third partaking of the firff and ſecond. The ſame * 
could prove of others, out of Plutarch, nay Fulian himſelf ; but I :1emit the Reader 
to Lib. vi. Nor is there, that I know, any thing in the Chriſtian Religion beſides che 
Dodtrine of the Trinity (on which the Incarnation depends) that's properly myſteri- 
ons, I mean, not clear and fathomable by vur Reaſon, when once revealed, 

: $64: Fig- Leaves like theſe ev'n Adam would not uſe. ] He never pleaded Neceſſity 
or his Sm, | | 

621. Drink all of this, as all receivd the Bread, ] This Paſlage conſounds -— 

apiſts 


I 


Notes or: the Eighth Book: 295 


Papiſts and Deiſtss The expreſs Words of Inſtitution are, Drink ye all of this ; 
whereas the Papifts deny the Cup to their Laity, or give it unconſecrated : and let 
any one, if they can, aſlign any tolerable Reaſon why this At ſhould be added 
here, after the Fine, rather thani the Bread; unleſs it be, that our Saviour fore- 
aw what would come to paſs in After-Ages, and that ſuch who pretended to 

his Followers would give it only to ſome, not to al. And for the ſame cauſe, 
I ſuppoſe, is it alſo ſaid in the Preface to the Tex Commands, God. [pake all theſe 
Words 5 becauſe the Divine Spirit foreknew there would ariſe ſuch Perſoris in 
Aﬀter-ages .as would be for _— ſome of thoſe Words away ; and a great part 
too, in the ſecond Command. Whence the Divine Authority of the Scriptures 


ſeems fairly dedueible, becauſe neither of theſe vaſtly diſtant Events could poflibly 
be foreſeen by any Humane Wiſdom. | 

977. He ſaid, when one 0th' Zealots faftious Crew, ——Iith a rude Halbert.] [- 
make him of the Zealots, becauſe 'twas ſo like 'em. The Word we render Palm 
of the Hand, bears another ſence, a Reed or Rod, or ſome ſuch thing ; which L 
don't much alter by clapping an Head upon't, and changing it into an Halberr, 
a proper Weapon for one who guards MalefacRors. 
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OF THE 


Ninth BOOK. 


HIS Book begins with a Complaint that Vertue « generally miſerable in thi 

. Forld. Which s filenc'd by the inflance of our Saviour's Sufferings, tho perfe# 
Purity. and Innocence. Who i accuſed before Pilate by the High-Prieſt and Elders ; 
but nothing being proved againſt bim, the Governour wonld have acquitted bim. The 
Rabble, excited by the Prieſts, are eager for bu Death. Pilate, boping to divert 'em, 
bearing . be was « Galilean, [ends bim to Herod ; 'who, on bi Silence, deſpiſes, derides, 
and returns him to the Governour. Whoſe Wife, having bad a terrible Viſion rela- 
ting to bim, ſends to ber Hushand, by no means to concern himſelf in bg Death. On 
which he laboured to deliver him, offering the Jews to give them bu Life, as was uſual 
at the Paſſover; but they refuſed it, and ark Barabbas, « Robber and Muriherer ; 
Till, by their repeated Tumults end Inf{inuations, that woleſs Pilate would grant their 
Defire, be muſt be diſlojal to Czlar. They at laſt prevail, and our Lord  \courged 
and condemned. He's mock'd by the Soldiers, crowned with Thorns, and, bearing 

. ' bs Croſs, dragg'd to Execution. Hw Advice to the Matrons of Jeruſalem, in bs 
Paſſage through the dolorous Way: Where be faints under hs Croſs, and Simon 
omng d to afſiſt bim. Arrived at Calvary, be's crucified between two 


by#c 
| Maletadtors Blefſed Virgin, hearing the Rumour of her Son's being taken by the 
Rabble, folows bits ro Calvary ; and finding bim there, falls dead at the Sight. Is 
' . - - FEcODere ” the Soldiers. Her Lamentation for the Death of ber Son. Who being 
moved with ber Sorrow, ſpeaks to ber from the Crals ; and commend: ber tothe Care 
of bis Friend, St. John, who food by bins, and would never forlake bim. The Diſ: 
courſe of the two Thieves with our Saviour, The Prodigies at Jeruſalem. Our Savi. 
owr's Exclamation on the Croſs, wnder the Senſe of God's Anger for the Sins of the 
World. The Angels in Heaven enraged to ſee their Maſter thus uſed, one of them gives 
the Signal of War, Michael appears at their Head, and they are all ready to deſcend - 
70 bis Reſcue and deftroy the World. The Father repreſſes their Anger; letting 'em 
ſee the Book of the Eternal Decrees ; and that 'twas neceſſary our Lord ſhould die for 
the. Sins of Man. At which being appears d, they return to their uſual Poſts and Em- 
ployments. Our Saviour's left Agonies, bu Thirſt, receiving the . Vinegar, and 
alas up the Ghoſt. 
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CHRIST: 
1 S 
Heroic Poem, - 
BOOK IX 
The PASSION. 
* $ Why was Firtue made to be diftreft, = 
£2. Like Noah's Dove no place of Eaſe and Reſt 


y In this tumultuous World ſhe ever found ; + 
| By Fortuu's giddy Wheel ſtill dragg'd a-( 


round : us 9163, 5.5 BIO 
If not too, cruſh'd on the relemleſ/ 
| Ground, | 
Her beſt-lov'd Children mcan and humble go, 
Friendleſs and poor, comtemprible and low; © © > 


Expos'd to pinching Want, and ſharper Shame ; 
 # © what is Virtue but an empty Name? * 
106 Preſumptuous Thoughts no more! no more pretend! 


Qq Blaſpeme 


-208| - The Ninth Book of | 


Blaſpheme not what you cannot comprehend ! 
What pleaſe high Heav'n Tl this :dult Life be paſt : 
Be this enough, *rwill not for ever laſt”: 
Short Joys, who wou'd not gladly loſe to find 
A long long; Train of '/happy Tears behind ? 
1 Tet ms Fle Blood, ſtill q 
And asks,  iFonly made to be tormentedF- 
If all this beauteous earthly Paradiſe, 
Was only form'd as the reward of Fic : 
If Zonour on the virtuous wou'd nor wear 
As decently and well, and fic as fair ; 
As on the vitious Brow — Be this confeſt ! 
Nor is fair Virtue always bere oppreſt : 
Eclipſes'only make her ſhine more bright, 
She lovelier looks in mingled Shades and Light. 
Shou'd all this fail, there needs bur one reply, 
Ah ! murm'ring Soul ! and did not Jeſus die ? 
. Jeſus, in whom were admirably joynd,. 
The pureſt Virtues, and: the nobleſt Mind ; 
The greateſt Merits, and the greateſt Pain, 
The tend'reſt Love treated with worſt Diſdain : 
'Tho' all his Life one aft of Mercy were, 
Tho' all Mankind did fo profuſely ſhare 
The Maker's Bounty, aftd the Saviour's Care. 
Unequall'd Merit, Yirtue too ſublime 
And ſpotleſs Innocence was all his Crime ; 
That Fame, which whereſoc'er he went purſu'd, 
To every Deſart Plain or lonely Wood ; 
Nor ſuffer'd, him to be ob/curely Good : 
How oft the raviſh'd Crowd with Wonders fed, 
And teafſted high on more than Angels bread ; 
; © Had him degraded to an carthly Grown, 
Whom all the bright Ethereal Kingdoms own ; 
Join 6. 15. Had he not us'd as oft one Wonder more, 
To '{cape theit Kindneſs, as. their Rage before; 
And veal'd in Clouds too thick for piercing Day, 
\Glided unſeen in ſecret Shades away: | 
Not ſo when the ſad fatal \Hour was come, 
And Heav'n reſolv'd to call its Lieger home ; 


: WJ : d n yk 


>. 
& 
ma pre By 4 
DIALING ; 
b r 


404400 ee Oe Cee AA i 
o 


CEE 
ET INS 
I (+27 


CC. ac. _... 4. 


D 
> 
I 
'DY 


Book 


Tel OS" 


© 03 en ard fe OG ale ASE a —_ _ gr antes 
(2 he RTTYy | 2-2 Nor et SO fi 


re a rg a orpoy $$), bs el MO rye 


pt 


EE Ok CAS 


I 22 


F 
i 
vi {1 
[2 
F 


.20 


. 80 


See where th! i Jude, of ingeloh | x” s, L uoles dE. 
Like a vile Criminal ! diſhoneſt Bandsj-/07 547 11 7 $'. 
At once reftramand:load:his guilrleſs' adi. © 14 I 
Born with theigiddy Growds tumultwons Tide mV? - 
The very ſame whe late Hoſanna's cry yin 3 }6 v7 bids 


Hark how their thick boarſe Poices _ the Shy, 8 IF DO. 

No Word, no\Sotwd\ is theard,: bur Cecifis'?+>!2 jt voT 
; Sickneſs ic ſelf forgers:itis weakand: fbw,*! (110 ang 1004 

Ey'n Children whichcbuc newly learn/its " es 


Nay, the /ofc Sex tth' comman' Canſe' engage, (2 

Wild Youth, and manly Sgt and hoary-Age 21 do I 

The ſame their Malice;;atnd\the ſame Parking 2) Ve. f 

The ſame wild Fury initheix/oice and Eyes) ' at < 

Mild Puy's. baniſh'd,; :dfiſebief: fills irs/plage, | 

And murd'rous Forms in each diſtorted' Face": 

Wide foaming Rage, black-Malice, "Hue fell, ; 

And grinning Envy, beſt-lov'd Child\of: Hell; - - - #7 

Like furious Beaſts, themlelves andviEartti chey tear © "2 
And ſcatter Duſt, loud'bell'wing royndtheafr.” Luke $3.18 


The real Fiends,. in i. mortal Figs es. "es 1h Ws Ri 4 ARs 23; 23, | 


\ wx 2 


No need of Pipers now to. Urge em on; © 7 

The Prieſts their, place ſupply'd, the: ay they - 

The great immaculate Paſchal- Lamb to ſlay : WE 
Scarce had the Fun glanc'd on our upper Skies, ) 
E'er the wild Row, ; fo carly Spite can riſe;' | 
Were ready. to.bchold the Sacrifice: - - © 
To Pilate's 4 ton the guilclels Hittim led, 

That wrefted Law might ſtrike him Job dead: 

There wich new Shou: the vaſt Pretorium ſhake, - | 
Which ſoon the frighted Governor awake ; 

He calls his Guards, and a Centurion lent, 

Who ſcarce cou'd learn what the rude Tumult meant : 


 Amidft a num'rous Gewd with Staves and Swords, 


And Fury arm'd, he heard no other words 

But Juſtice, Juſtice! Let th Impoſtor die ! 
Juſtice ! Rebellion! Treaſon ! Blaſphemy ! 

The Judge deſcends, the loud-menth Serjeants call 


Qq 2 Thi 


by eds 
Hl 167 hicg: Divine was near. Was -4.- 
Unmov'd, his aw Priser-cou'd not el Þ ws» AtNR 
Bur look' d'far motre\a Crimial.than He ; 
Nor did of his. crafers Pride complain, 
- Since him he now'-aloje-might.entertain.. | oh 
But while wichour: he Farins Rabble ftayg, © 3552t 7 
Wich'their loud Girfes ; | hin'to'th' Hall conveys, 7 26; 


| And asks, more like Patitio chan Command, | 
If he the King of } ry s-tertile 
The promisd Prince, . by exch Prophet Sage . 
Doom'd to reſtore the bliſsful Golden' Age © 
For we, he adds, have beard; tho! far removy'd: 
' His future Fame, have heard; adir d, and loy'd ; 
Of whoſe high Deeds. Camgen Gratto's rung, "I 
And. our great Maro's Muſe divinely ſung... 6 TOE + 

. To-whom he thus — Nor-need the Romans foo,” 

; Nor Jews JuſpeB;. my Kingdom i is-not here : 
All earthly, \worldly Glories I diſdain, © 
And only octane defire to Reign ; ; 

Truth there to plant, and Error to remove ;* 
For thisI leave my Father's Throne above 

For an ungrateful World — This only I 
Proposd when born, for this content to die. 

Still more ſurprixd, che Roman to the Gate 
Returns, where ſill che num'rous Rabble wait ; 
Thirſty of Blood,. for Blood they raving call, 's 
And preſs both the "_ Yulgar, and the ſmall 
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160 


170 


—And asks for what ſo loudly they coinplain'd? p 


Unmov'd and frm, the: Gin remain ont 


By ſuch a Death his mighty Guilt atone ; 

Since all his 4n/wers yet, diſcoverd none! 

Nor mult the guiltleſs be by Nuiſe oppreſt, 

Let one accule, be-/ilent all cheireft 7 | 
He ſaid, when ftraic appears from. forth the Crowd, 

Vain Caiaphas {till Cruel, Haughty,. Proud ; 

Supplying want of Reaſon, Truth, and Sence, 

With a firm Brow and pompous Eloquence ; 

And thus began —. We highly are contenc 

To plead our Cauſe, Iluſtrious Preſudent, 

Ar your Tribunal; ſince: we cannot fear, 

To find that Juſtice which is always here ! 

Nor cou'd {mall Crimes ſo great a Concourſe draw 

Againſt this Wretch, who wou'd our ſacred Law 

Subvert, our glorious Temple overturn, 

And in unhallow'd Fire, our Altars burn. 

Since then the gen'rous Romans neer refuſe ; 


What Crime ſo high, che Pris uar-con d alone, C 


To let their Friends, or happy Conqueſts uſe 
Their own Religious Rites; and fince the Jews * 
Unanimous and loud for Juſtice cry, 

And all demand that this Blaſphemer die, 

As by our Law he ought;; we can't ſuſpe& 
Great Pontius ſhou' ' olr ic joint-Deſires neglect : 
Let then th' Impoſtor die, whoſe curs'd Defien 
Is by the World to be eſteem 'd Divine : 

Let the Impoſtor dic, we ask.it all, 

Nor can our Altars ftand, unleſs he fall. 

He ſaid, th' applauding People gave content, 
And with loud Shouts the wide Pretorium rent : 
Still Pilat's firm : he knew 'twas _ Rage - 
Did them, againſt the ixnocent cnga | 
For now not firft had he remark'd hi Law 
And ſpotleſs Life, nor ought offenſive ſaw; 
Ought that the Roman Jealouſie cou'd move, 
His Life was Goodneſs, and his Law was Love. 


Patient and meek, th' expecting Victim lies, þ | 
As th' inn'cent Lamb prepar'd tor Sacrifice ; C 4, 
His Feic not heard, no loud Complaints or Cries, No 


— _— 7 


Gen. 22. 2. 
| 


No murm'ring Words, or founds of Diſcontent ; 


As gxiltleſs Iſaac to the Altar went : \ _- | 
Nor was the more by this their. Fire allay'd, 


His ſilent Meekneſs did their Rage upbraid ; 


With their hoarle Foices ſtill they rend the Sky, 
Let the cursd Galilean Rebel die : © | 

Thro' all the Land Ee wild Sedition ſows, 
Whoſe fatal:Grop fo plentifully grows 

In his own native diſtant Fields. Is he, 


| Then, ÞPilateſtraitreplies, of Galilee — C 
Gladly the Hint he takes — Your Paſchal Feaſt, BIT 


He adds, has hither brought a Royal Gue#. 

Herod himſelf, we muſt not interfere, 

To him my Guards the Criminal ſhall-bear ; 

You Fathers, follow and accuſe hint there'l. - 
Away they murnirjng melt, can hiardly ſtay 

For Forms of Law, but curſe this dull delay: + 
Him bound, proud Herod glad receives, for he 

Well hop'd to feaſt his Cariofaty ; 

Some mighty Work, or glorious Sign to fee, 

By the great Prophet wrought; and asks in vain 

His Birth, his Life, bis Miſſion and his Reien ; 

How his Authority from Heav'n he prov d? 

What Crimes the Citizens againſt him mov'd? 

He ſilent ſtood : Nor 1o the following Crowd, 

Who (till purſue with Clamours fierce and loud ; 

Rebellion and Apoſtacy his Charge, 

His Guile confels'd, roo open and too large 

For Proof or Plea— Still calm his Looks and Mind, 

To his Almighty Father's Will refign'd : 

His Eyes ſtill fix'd on a far brighter Throne, 

And in Heav'ns Court he pleads his Cauſe alone : 

Is this the Man, the Thrant cries with Scorn, 

This He, our Families proud Rival born? * 

How likely he to overturn a State ? 


| Below our Vengeance, and below our Hate ! 
Send Heavn no greater Foe ! Guards ! quickly bring 


Our Royal Robes r'adorn this mighty King : 


. His wifh'd Commands they readily obey'd, 
And him with ſpeed in Royal Robes array'd ; 


180 


_ 


= 


2600 


210 


- - Y CE 


"The Lifeof CHRIST. 


303 


220 


230 


240 


Salute with mock Devoir and bended Kee, 
And back to Pilate guard his Majeſty : 

The Roman found his Stratagem in vain, 
Th' unwieldy rolling Stone recurs again : 


The People throng the Gates, and threatning ak 


That he'd once-more reſume th* ungrateful Task : 


. All Arts he tries, Perſuaſion, Flatt'ry, Fear ; 


Now this, now that, now kind, and then ſevere + 

One Method more remain'd — 

"Twas uſual with the Roman Clemency, 

At this Great Day one Criminal to free, 

And grace their Feſtal Joys — Ic chanc' d that then, 

A Wretch, *alike by God abhorr'd and Men ; 

A ſturdy Rebel he, of noted Fame, 

Wich Murther mark 'd, Barabbas was his Name ; 

By Juſtice ſciz'd, did in cloſe durance wait, 

Trembling his well-deſerv d approaching Fate: 

Him Pilate offers to the angry Jews, 

Jeſus and bim, and-asks*'em which they'd chuſe ? 

Since- one whoſe Crimes admitted no Defence, 

Was the beſt Foil for ſpotleſs Innocence : 

One peaceable and juſt, and mild and good, 

T' other with FaBtion branded, dipp'd in Blood. 
Pity and Juſtice here almoſt prevail, 

The Elders found their 4rts began to fail ; 

New Crimes, new Fears among the Yulgar threw, 

And ever ſubtly mingle Falſe with True. 

Ask*emif thoſe who wickedly contrive 

Their Temple to deſtroy, they ſave alive? 

If twere not height of Madueſ, to prefer, 

A black Blaſphemer to a Martherer ? 

By theſe inſpir'd and Fl, they louder cry, 

No. Let Barabbas live, and Teſus die ! 

The Governor agen, his Anger mov'd 


At their wild Rage — What Crimes had yet been prov'd, 
What Cauſe of Death demands? While thus they ſtrive, 


They to deſtroy, he to preſerve alive, 
His Lady of an antient Houſe and -Narme, 
Unblemiſh'd Firtve, and unſpotred Fame, * W 


_—— 
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To him, with haſte on the Tribunal, ſent- p) 
If not too late, the Murther to prevent, c | 
Of one he knew fo juſt and innocent ; | 
Matt.29.19 For in a dreadful Y:ifwns myſtick Scene : 
| (Avert th\\jll Omens, Heav'n! what cer they mean) 
She ſaw the Angry Skies begin to lowr; + 


She ſaw the Cleowds break 1n a fatal Show'r | 

Of Fire and Blood, which in whole Rivers pour 

Upon a proud devoted City nigh ; 

And heard a Yoice, a dreadful Yoice on high! 

« Remove from this curſt Place, which to the Sword is given, 
<« They Blood for Blood ſhall pay, their Fate's enroll'd in 
This trembling Pontius heard, and labours more, mY 


260 


Tho' ſtill in vain, t* acquit him, than before 
The Tide rolls high, and beats th' oppoſing Shore. 
Proud Annas leads '*em on, who, Moſes's Chair 
Late fall'd, and did-the ſacred Ephod wear z 
Who furious thus began—— : 
— Shall a weak Womans dreaming Fears prevail ; 270 
Her Sentence ftand;-and Law and Juftice fail > * WT 
Is't thus the Romans Rale, - or can he be 
Their Friend, who ſaves their greateſt Enemy ? 
Who ſpares the Wretch whom we to Juſtice bring, 
Whom fatious Crowds ſo ofr have Hail'd, their King ? 
For this was Ceſar's Prefeft hither ſeat; 
Did he for this obtain the Government ? 
His Rebels thus to reſcue, yet pretend, 
T” adorn his Province, and be Ceſar's Frieud? 
Well, ler falſe Traytors whom they pleaſe enthrone, 280 
All other Kings, but Ceſar, we diſown ! 
Shock'd by this laſt Attack, tho' firm before, 

The wav'ring Roman now cou'd bear no more : 
He, preſt, gave way. to the impetuous Flood, 
A Traytor's Name waſh'd oft with guiltleſs Blood. 

* Thus when fair Jordan do's his Banks o'erflow, 
Whether his double Spring o'ercharg'd with Snow, * & 
From neighb'ring Lebanon, or Lakes below, 
In Subterranean Vaults; thus ſtrives a while p 
The-painfu) Fiusbandnan with fruitleſs Toil : 


The Life of CHRAS T. 305 


—_— 


mr r——_—__— e——_—_— 


290 Do's, to his Fury Banks and Dams oppoſe; | 
The angry Stream, thus cbeck'd Rill, wilder grows, 
And over all ar laſt reſtleſs flows: 
Whilſt he, for life, to ſome near, Hillock flies, 
And back. ro th' River ſadly curns his Eyes ; 
Sees all his Stock deſtroy'd in one ſhort Day, 
Sees all his envy'd Riches waſh'd away; 
And Beaſts uw Men. and floating ſtacks of Corn, | 
And Houſe atid Honeſted, down the Carrent.headlong born. 
Thus Pilate yields, nor longer cou'd engage 
399 The ſtubborn Crowd, yet thus his fruitleſs Raee.. 
He vents — You've, Conquer d — I:no more deny . 
Your wicked Wiſh — The Innocent muſt die — 
But know a ſpeedy Vengeance will purſue, 
And may it light, light heavy all. on you! - 
For thus I waſh my Hands of the foul Guilt : | Fong 
Bear you his Blood, by.you unjultly ſpite: "4 
Agreed, they anſwer all, we'reall.content 
To bear the Blood, the Guilt, the Puniſhment ; 
We and our Children both... Wretches, you ſhall, 
3.19 When your proud Tew'rs and bolted Temple. fall 
* © Benicath irs Weight, when Nemeſs divine, © 
Still ſure tho' ſlow, ſhall perfect Heav'ns deli In 
On you, and all your curs'd devoted Line: ©) 
Blood thro' your Gates, Blood thro' your Streets ſhall low, 
Faſter then Kidron in the Yale below; : | 
Deſtruftion crols the Stream ; criumphant ride, | | 
And Death fit crown'd ypon the, Grimſon Tides 4; 7 
Nor Wretches! can, you deepeſt Suff rings. Pays. 
For half the horrid Crimtes of this black Day: \.. 
320 Whither, O whither,, Traitors will you bring... 
. Yourown Liege Lard, your Saviour and yaus, King ? 2 
How many Wounds,, how mane Deaths provide? . 
See where his innocent. Flands ar exudely ty'd..) 
By the rough. Soldiers.t: here,. at what they Yo... 
| The very Marble weeps far more thango?. - »: | 
What Furrows on his Shoulders degply: ploughd2;j 


Whar drops, what. rivulets wit fnggne of "Bluaz 
How thro' the Halls peared ſixokes.telound,,, .,... 


Kind Stripes, -for us, they: Cure, china ch cy Wound; $ 
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| His Aivod a "ſtrange Bula Power has' "EY ; 437 J 330 
Ic heals ou/feftfring Wount, but tiot his own 5 © 

Whilſt with orofomndelF Patience all he. bears, - 

And' melts, or tires his Execntioners.' © ' 

O injur'd Eeir of Fltay'n!*O Maſter pare 

Thy (elf, for 'tis tooth for God'to bear ? 

Had we not better ſuffer endleſs Pain; 

Than thod' all this 2 O'bttak th' inglorious Chain ! 

Like Sampſon ſnip thoſe Cords thy Armsilgrace, + 

And —_ Von weance thro"che faithleſs Race; 

Keen Rays of Tots 'ning-Glories round thy Head," * 340 
And area's with The ftrike;''or frown 'em dead r 

— Ah no! *Foo well he knew-the Price he gave ;* 

Not thee their Death, 'but thine the World mult fave! 

.- And cou'd our Grief ſo far thy Pity move?  ' 
.-- How great thy Pity, arid how large thy Love! 

* Thy 2m Mercy, itugling Juſtice chains, 
Pity thy Pow E, and Love thy Yen ance reins: * 
All this thouſt done to's ain thy ebels Grace, 

Yet much tmilich more'$behiind-of thy [ad Race" = 

Scourg 'd, mock'd, and crown 'd with Thorns, which pierc'd 250 
His ſera Head, 'kis Body all + per Gore: © 'Cand 2076 

; tho" dreſt in that before, 


cRly ex 

pet ris _dapetoye wou'd'nor No Ki 
But their mock Soverdipht drag ro Death away: 
Soon they the fatal Inftg f prepare.” EM 52 
Which ori ts 'Wornded Buck compelF'd to bear, 
He ſmks and faints beneath tht wiequal' Load, | 
Tho' he Godzonly Son; 'hitnflf 'a Gad:" ; a0 | 
The grub/abCrſs for FH not refus'd; | 560 
A Death, * ov Slave” ridYMlui wir Sly us'd "= | 
Nh Jae and any fol, a>trits they this convey, 

reat rePPlins, thre? the Hofrots way: <5 

1d with his Telr and W292V 
* Thithe HO gave lar "I 

The Wb) ths L Xe 
By Chance, re bps 255 ntl 
Which Monk cone rnT: que þ 5 
Sek He 
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He ſaw the Peoples Madneſs heard their Cry, 


He ſaw his Maſter bound, and doom'd to Die : 


How wild the Thoughts his guilty Soul purſue? 
How gladly-wou'd he, what was done undo? 

Now all to late — What pain Reflefion brings ? 

What Wounds, what Deaths, what Vultures, Racks and Stings? 
Hurry'd by theſe he to the Elders goes, | 

And at their Feet the fatal Price he throws ; 
The Price of Blood -- Here, take he wildly (aid, Mat.29. 2, 
Take that, for which my Saviour I betray'd ; | 
( Ah! mine no more) The binocent and Good ! 
For which my guilty Soul, his guiltleſs Blood,” 

His Blood, worth infinitely more than Gold, © 

The Merchants you ; was balſely bought and ſold. 

With Smiles this Anſwer only him th' afford, 

— A worthy Servant, fit for ſuch a Lord ! 

Whom, if he thinks he wrongfully betray'd, 

Look heto that, his Price was juſtly paid. 

— Away the Wretched blindly ruſhes, where, 

He's goaded on by Conſcience and Deſpair : 

To Heav'n he cannot look, his Guilt and Sin 

Had clouded-that, and he's all Hell within : 

His furious Eyes, he gaſtly rolls around, 

And when by chance the chearful Sun he found, 

Gilding the neighb'ring Fills, che cheerful Sun, 

Which bluſhing on him roſe, he thus begun : 

« Periſh for ever, O thou hated Light, 

« And fmk, like me, .in long eternal Night ! 

« Why doſt thou yet thy beauteous Beams afford 

« To that curſt Place? There, there my imjur'd Lord 

« | lately Sold, and now lament in vain ; 

&« My God, my Conſcience fold for ſordid Gain: 

<« That Conſcience, Fame, and God [I did eſteem; 
<«< *T was there my ſelf I Damn'd, and Murther'd him : 

« O whither ſhall a Miſerable run ? 

« In Hell I'd gladly plunge, new Hells to ſhun; 
« To ſhun my ſelf, my Plague, my Hell, ſhallI, * 
« 'To my betrayd, my injur'd Maſter fly, 
« Fall at his Feet, and for, and with him die? 

« Perhaps I him to Pity may cncline ; 

Te. Rr 3 «Hy 
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«& He muſt be touch'd with Miſeries like mine ; 410 
& O he's all Goodneſs; go without delay, 
« Henever yer a Suppliant turn'd away ; 
& Nor will he Thee... No faithleſs Traitor, no! 
<« *Tis now too late, thou canſt not, muſt not go : 
« No, I his' cruel Mercy cannot bear, 
<« His hotteſt Vengeance wou'd be lels ſevere : 
«[ feel, I feel I cannot, muſt not live, 
&« Nor cou'd forgiven. be, tho' he'd forgive. 
« Shall I then to far diſtant Regions go, "4 ub 
<« Endeav ring to divert or cure my Woe, 420 
« Thro' burning Seas of Sand, or. Hills of Snow ? 
« Viſit the Southern, or the frozen-Pole, . 
« Where Wmds can carry, or where Waves can roll; * 
«< Where the Ten Tribes, vaſt Seas and Deſarts croſt, 
&« In Climes unknown, and Heathen Lands are loſt? _ 
« Bear me with ſpeed, ſome courteous Whirl-wind bear, 7. 
«© If far away, I know nor care not where 
« Ah! allin vain! my Guilt will baunt me there; 
<* The Image of my Crimes will {till purſue, 
«* My Whips my Racks, my Plague, my. Hell renew ; 430 
&© Like Cain, a mark lor every Murd'rer made; 
« And more than all my injurd Maſter's Shade : 
© That only, that beyond my /elf I fear; 
© Guard me ye Fiends ? For 'tis already bere, 
<« Bloody, yet pale, his loud tongu'd Wounds gape wide; 
« O Earth! within thy hollow Caverns hide, 
& Within thy deepeſt Cell, thy darkeſt Room, 
* A Wretch, that envy's happier Dathan's doom. 
<« Wider, ye gentle Furies! wider tare 
© This Burning Breaſt | Let not your Vipers ſpare : 449 
« A tortur d Heart ; tho' Thouſands gnawing there, 
« [yet want more — ( In vain the Wretched call 
« On Heav'n or Hell! ) they full and glutted crawl ; 
& Yet ſtill 7 live — Here take! O take me all! 
« Take me at once! But why this dull delay? 
« What Hope or Fear yet makes me lingring ſtay 2 
« Die Traitor! Die ! Be that reſolv'd — But haw ? 
— No ſooner ſaid, when an #n{ucky Bough, 
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| Thruſt from a blaſted Elder's Trunk. he fpy'd, * 
450 On which with ſpeed the fatal Knot he ty'd ; . 
Then clambring to the Top,. deſpairing cry'd.. - | 


&« Die Traytor, Die! the worſt we then ſhall know ; 


&« 'Thus, thus let's leap into the Shades below -.. * 
— Then ſprings away, In Death his Eye-balls roll; 
And laughing Fiends wait round to o-Y his Soul. 
The while, the wicked Rout his ſteps purlue, 
And what his Treaſon left undone they do. t 
460 The Lordof Life to cruel Death convey, 


Sunk with his weight, and fainting in the way. {yd 


As chanc'd a Traveller from Cyrene came, 
Friendleſs, obſcure and mean, Simon his name ; 
Him they with cruel Mercy, force to bear, 
; Of the englorions Load an equal ſhare ; 

« Fach faithful Chriſtians Lot, as well as his, 
© 'Thco' Grief to Joy, thro' Pain to endleſs Bliſs: 
Bearing his Croſs they their lov'd Lord attend ; 
Whom now arriv'd near his ad Journy's end; 

470 Cover'd with Blood, fair Salem's Matrons lee, 
As climbing to the top of Calvary : 
His Soul with Grief, with Stripes his Body rent ; 
They ſee and figb, and his hard Fate lament : 
'To him not unregarded,. nor unknown, 
Who carries all our Sorrows as his own : 
Keep Matrons, your miſtaken Tears he cries, 
For your own Sorrows keep thoſe flowing Eyes : 
Weep for your felves, and Children yer more dear | 
For je the Day, the dreadful day is near ; 


480 By Heav'ns juſt Wrath on your ſad Nation brought, 


When barren Wombs a Blefling ſhall be thought: 
When tender Nature ſhall afide be thrown; 
Your Infants Lives deſtroy'd to fave your own : 


When thro' your Gates fierce hoſtile Troops ſhall pour, 


And what you leave, the hungry Sword devour. 


He ſaid and now with Sweat, and Blood, and Pain, 


The top of fatal Golgotha they gain : 
A lothſom Scene of Murther and Deſpair, 
Fit for the Tragedies were acting, there : 


490 With Sculls, and Bones, and putrid Limbs o'erſpread, 


And all the gaſtly Ruins of the Dead: 


_ Matt. 27.32 


Luke23.28. 


Vid, Lib. T 


Here: 


3 10 j The Ninth Book of BIKE 


| Here diſembowel'd Bodies/all around, 
With nauſeous Gore had drench'd the thirſty Ground; 
There balf-torn Carcaſſes unbury'd lay, | 


To each ill-omen'd Bird a Feaſt by Day, 
By Night, togreedy howling Wolves, a Prey. 
Of his ſad Load our Lord disburthen'd there, ; | 


As late, be That, FHim:now the Croſs muſt bear ; 
His humble Robes from his freſh Wounds they tear, 


' His careful Mothers Gift they can't divide, 


John 19.24. 
; Pſal. 22» 18, 


And broach 'em all anew — His greateſt Pride, 


Bur did by Let, whoſe it ſhou'd be, decide : 
Which paſt, their Furywou'd no longer ſtay, 
Bur the pure /i&im on the Altar lay: * 


His ſpotleſs Hands they on the Wood diſtend, 


And with huge Spikes unmercifully rend; 
His Hands and Feet, - with many a ſounding ſtroke, 


-. Naitd to th? accurſed Tree deform'd and broke : 


Matt.29.42. 


Matte. 25.37. 


So wide the Wounds their tend'reſt Muſcles tore, 

All over one there was no room for more. 

By theſe alone aloft ith* Air he's ſtaid, * 

On theſe the weight of all his Body laid ; 

Thro' theſe he muſt be Dying half a Day, 

And bleed, by ſlow degrees, his ſpotleſs Soul away. 
Him thus transfx'dat length they raiſe on high, 

And with inſulting Voices rend the Sky : 

Him Prieſts and People with lewd Scoffs aſſail, 

And loud Salute — Great King of Jury Hal! 

( Foron the Croſs, this Title o'er his Head, * 

So Pilate pleas'd, in various Tongues was read: ) 

« Hail, wondrous King! Wilr't thou not leavethy Throne? - 520 


\ © Deſcend ſrom thence, thou ſhalt not reign alone ; 


« To all that's paſt, add bur this Wonder more! 

« Now ſave your ſelf, who others ſay'd before! 

<.So thee our King we gladly will receive 

« So thee the promis'd Prophet yet believe: 

All this,. and more our Saviour mildly bears, 

And prays for Mercy on his Murtherers. 

More muſt thou feel, 0 boundleſs ſuff ring Love! 

From the rude Crowd below, and thole above; | 

Thoſe Thieves, each mounted on his curſed Tree, 530 
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© And from theſe Pains thy ſelf and us convey ! 
© * Or that thou 'rt Chriſt thy. Flatt rers, yainly lay; 5: 
© Some Slave like us, or vile Impoſtor rather, 


Fa® 


Some Sign of Goodneſs i in his Face remains, 


And groaning there — O how unlike to Thee © 7 
Yer one ſome Tracks of Modeſty rerains, $ -. 
His Crimes repents, and grivesamidlt his Pains. .. 5 
By th' other drawn to'Yjce, .and newly mate, | 
A dhort-liv'd Parer in the curſed Trade; 
A Thief of noted Fame, 2 Villain he | 
Of ancient Houſe, of Standing and Degree: 
For many a Near did Rolb'ry profels, 
Deep read in all the Arts.'of Wickedueſs : 
Stood on his Honour, and his well þora Race, i} 
Nor by Repentauce would his Name diſgrace, : 
Stern Sw Guilt hung {oxing on his Face : 
Amidlt his:Torments cursd both God and Man ; 
And grinning, to our Savidur thus began! 

« Hear'ſt thou their Taunts, and. _ thou all Drs 1 
«© We tortur'd here, and they beneath ſecure ? | 
«Thy boaſted Pow” r'now, 'if thou canſt diſplay, 


« Nor the Meſſiah thou,” not God thy Father. | 
To whom, the other, ;from the ditan fade, 
With Shame and decent.Bluſhes thus replyid: 
«* Why nam'ſt; hou Gad,. "whom yet thou doſt not fear, - 
* Whoſe ſlow pag'd Vengeance qvertakes thee here! 
Here- for-our-Grjmes we juſtly bleed bur He 
Guiltleſs and pure, as foul, and guilcy;We.., ' 
Then curning co our Lord his fainting. Head, 


- Wich pen'rens Tears accolting, hurt he aid: 


« O thou who even on the Groſs doſt. Reign... 
« T ask notre/cae from, my, Shame! and: Pain, _ 
< Tuſtly endur'd = AJl ay; Petia js, 1; Wins 
« When thou enthron'd joey ia bowullefs;Bl ies 
« Remember me, and-my- nworthy Prapri. + 
* My guilty Soul TTY wand ring i i the. Alta. 2.1 n 
« To Abraham's Boloma kitthe Angels.brave;. x "NP 
To whom wich-Laexe-ard Pity in bis. Tom. Nodwy: : 
Amidft his @ ging, ous iord xhus wild replies. —. 
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« [1] own thee there, ſince thou haſt own'd me bere; 
{© This happy Day ty Soul ſhall mount the Skes, 
« And with me ever reign in Paradiſe. 
The while, as chanc'd, malicious Fame _ d, 
The cruel Tiding s to the facred Maid ; 
That by falſe Judas to the Prieſts berray'd, 
Her lov'd mirac lous Son was doom'd to die, 
And by the Soldiers dragg'd to Calvary: 
You tender Mothers who her Story read, 
Gueſs you, gueſs what ſhe thought, and what ſhe did! 
Tho ſhe to the Almighty Will reſign” 4d, 589 
Scarce more than her, the moſt obedient Mind ”_ 
That waits above, yet Nature wou'd complain ; 
How ſtrong they Struggle, how nw the Pain? 
By this, trom Street ro Street, ſhe's 'd on, 
Once more t' embrace her loſt lamented Son : 
Thus Philomel repeats her mournful Song, 
When rob#d, at once, of all het tender Toung ; 
Does near the Place, where firſt ſhe loſt 'em, wait, 
And fluttring round the Tree lament their Fate, 
Or tho of their Recoveryſhe deſpair, 
With loud Complaints purſues the Raviſher. 
Thus the bleſs'd Maid on- Love's ſwift Wings did fly, 
On Loves and Fears, to fatal Calvary; 
Ah. !'hut too ſoon arriv'd; the Guards in vain 
| Wou'd thruſt her off, ſhe preſſes in again: * 
Thro' Glaives and $ words and plicrring Halberts preft, 
And Groves of Deaths all pointed at her Breaſt; 
So deep the Wounds imprinted there before, 
Arm'd with Deſpair, ſhe noy# <cou'd fear no more: 
Paſt the arm'd Crowd, and near the fatal Tree 
Arriv'd, with a loud 'Shriek ſhe cry'd, — *Tis He; 
Then Yropt to Earth, nor cou'd ſhe longer bear, 
Ah! bappy. had fhe Rill continu'd there: © - 
With cruel Pity her the Guards revive, 
She Wakes and Sighsco find her ſelf alive : 
Strait to th' accurſed Wood does wildly run, 
On whoſe tall Top ſhe ſaw her bleeding Son; 
Then groveling anthe Ground its Root embeace, 
And preſs it cloſero' her Oy dFace; 
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Which more hes he himſelf ſhe: ſeem t0# 
- Evn onthe Groſs her Grief her Sax, did Ons, 
Nor cou'd he there wwlearn his filiak 


_ & The laſt that thou canld take or 1can 
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"His precious Blood mix with her. recious Tears 
"ho Blood, "which rather you'd believe were byre,... - .... & 
So morcal pale her {ths Face appears: .. T4 Pia, 00 
mm trickling from her Heart ag-wel 35 dies. * I 


+4 


His heavy Eyes, with Pain, and dying 


more he. $ow'yy Np 59d nu 1 Ads... | | 
No more ! [a4 AC hoe! ug 'Q MAll,: RAS 
Reſign. me alltom LF wats f * views Pi 
As I my /elf 4 Hel fi ;Jou PEAS. TIRE 
Behold your Son — His LF ndpeas thee, 


Lamenting neax hisi Croſs ; of tic l the reſt,” 
Who late 44 ;much of, Zeal and Love profeſt _ ,: i 
He —_— cme—To # woes) he thus on. : 


Moraf pd Sooys ww LE 
© Behold thy Mother 7 ik bexabng £ A 7 
« Of our true 7 
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She beard, and ftill che more reſents m4 "F 
Agen ſhe hwels, agen embracd the Guſs: 1; 
Stunn'd with hex Grief 2 'yehile ſhe can't lanev,. 

Till Heavnarlaft in Pig gave ir peat; 

When thus ſhe mourns... << os this the Kingdom given " 
Is this the Throxe:for the great Heir of Blav'n? 
Thus, Prince ! do ay. thy. ubjetts 

And ths a IA Meſſe 
For this di $ 

For this the bymning right 'aly barind,,. 
And hail thy Birth with Moors? ? O why. 


» 
” 
= "4 , © : 
# Eh 7 
CES. YT 
AA EEE: - 
. 


; Was this van Ponp for ane who the eld RS 


Die like the worſt of Men, of Deathy the works, . | 
For Slaves alone deſzgn'd, abhord, acturi 2 
With foy, my Sou! I cou'd thy Herſe attend, 
Hadft thou in Battle made 2 glorious end; 
Art leaft the Honour had the Grief allay'd, 
And o'er thy Tomb glad 1/rael's Prailcs Pay” d 

S Had 
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Had —_ thee live ayen;. hadſt thou bur broke, '650 
Like Sampſon, -with- thy Death; the Heathen Yoke, * 
Too well, alas! too late the Truth ; - 
Of aged Simeon s myſtit Propheſit ; © RL 
Now thro* my wortded Soul the' Sword does lie; LAT ONP 
And pierce the Mother thro" the Son's dear Side.  ! 
Why is my Grief ſo weak, 'or why ſo'firong? © © 
Why vr I ſtill 4 Bred Life prolong ? = 
The Strokes of Sorrow are like Lightuing found, 
To blaft the Soul; Bixtnor the" Bidy wound. _ 
O take a Life yout eruel Pity g eo 16 07 335 CENTS aa 
Barbarians take, unkfs my Sor $ you'd fave! | / 
Or cer his laſt {wife Sand of Life is tun; 
O join m' at leaſt ii Death to my | loy'd' Son ! 
Might I once more embrace hin,” Fd not care, 
Tho' on another Crofs ou raisd 'me there; = 

Thus the Great Mother "mourn'd,'the Bills around, = 
And bellow Vales and diftant Plains refound | 
Her loud Complaints, the neighb'rin | Brooks corhbin d, 
And inthe melancholy Choras join'd'; | 


' Nay, the mad Crowd themſelves, tha! now too late, -' © Þ 676 


Help her to mourn her lamentable Fate : 

Eccho'd the Rocks, the ſenceleſs Marbles moan'd, 
And more, the very Guards around her groan 4; 
They groan'd and wept, but rav'd and bluſh'd withal, 


And rather thought they Blood than Tears let fall. 


Luke 23.44. 


Mean while prodigious Darkneſs clouds the Day, 
And frighted Nature-mourns as much as they ; 
The conſcious Sun no longer now cou'd bear, - 
Shuts his bright Eye, and leaves the widew'd Air; 
Unnar'ral Clouds obſcure his radiant Face, | 680 
When near the midſt of his diurnal Race : 20G 
Th' amaz'd Aftrologer looks on in vain,  - 
Nor can the Sight by all his 4rt explain : 
He ſaw the ſickly Moon, where wide aWay, 
Sh' attempted to ſupply the place of Day! 
He ſaw th* Eternal Chain of Cauſes broke, 
And thus to the amaz'd Speftators ſpoke. 
— No more this Knot T1! ſtruggle to untie ; 
<* Nature it /et, or Nature's God muſt die. 
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690 From baleful Caves remov'd from Toy to Light, 


Our-ſallies Primitive-Subſtantial Night ; 
As black as that which once on Feypt fell, 
As full of all th" Inhabitants of Hell : | 
Thin glaring Ghoſts glide by, looſe Forms appear, 
Shrill Shrieks, deep Groans, and mournful Sounds they hear. 
Bellows the troubled Earth, in whole dark Womb 
Pent Whirlwinds fight, and from each ſaent Tomb 
Diſturb'd in haſte the duſty Tenants rile, 
Still all is dark, in vain they ſeek the Skies, 
Unleſs when they with twiſted Lightnings glow, 
Ecchoing in Thunder to the Groans. below : 
The World no more expects its wonted Light, 
« And guilty Nations fear Eternal Night. 

But moſt, Juded's cursd devoted Land, 
Who now too late their Error underſtand : 
They knew to them theſe Progigies were ſent, 
They knew what all theſe dire Convulfions meant: 
And now as loud to Heav'n for Mercy cry, 
As late they did to Pate, Crucifie. 
Matrons and Maids in ſolemn Order go, --- - 
And trembling Touth, themſelves they proſtrate throw 
Before the Temple-Gates, high Heavn t atone, * 
T' avert their Countries ruin and their own ; 
In vain, for Heav' it ſelf was angry grown: Y 
The Altar ſhakes, the Aſhes ſcatter d lay, 
The /iftim from the Temple breaks away, 
Or drops before the Stroke and bell wing dies ; 
In lowring Curls the Incenſe from the Skies, 
Rejetted there, beats back to Earth again, 
As Clouds of Smoak beneath deſcending Ram. 
Deep hollow Groans from the Foundations came, 
From the high Roof ſhot ſtreaks of angry Flame : 
The ſolid Plars trembled, . and inclin'd. * 
Their lofry Heads as Cedars in the Wind: 
T wice ſhook the rumbling Earth, and Thunders broke 
From the vaſt Gulf , and the third diſmal Shock, 
With trebled Rage rent cen the ſolid Rock, 
Down to the trembling Center rent the Veil, 
Diſcovering wide the ſacred Oracle ; 
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The Holy of Holie's, naked all it lies, 
Expos'd profane and bare to vulgar Eyes; 
The Golden Lamps around extinguifh'd quite, 
Or only yield a faint annat'ral Light; 
More dreadful by ſucceſlive Lightnings made; 
The Prieſts run frighted chro' the gbaſtly Shade. 
The while, the Lamb of God expiring ee, 
Upon the Top of trembling Calvary : 
A heavier weight than Death his Soul oppreſt, 
And worſe than mortal Panes his tortur d Breaſt ; 
No more the beauteous Rays of Love Divine, 540 
No more his Fathers Glories on him ſhine : \ 
All dark and horrid like the Earth below, 
Where Day forſook its Task and back did go; 
Then rais'd his Eyes, ſwimming in Death and Night, 
As dying Tapers &er they loſe their Light ; 
He look'd for his accuſtom'd winged Train ; 
He look'd, alas! for them and Heay'n in vain ; 
No wonder Heav'n cou'd now no more be ſeen, 
. The Crimes of Earth were plac'd too thick between : 
But finding there no Paſſage with his Eyes, 7506 
To reach it with his fainting Voice he tries, 
And asks, as if himſelf he had miſtaken, - 
My God, my God! why haſt thou me fozſaken - 
High Heav'n, this heard, it heard the God complain, 
Th' Eternal Father heard, and all his Train ; 
The Father heard, unmov'd, his ſuff ring Son, 
By whoſe Eternal Councils all was done. 
So did not all the glitt'ring Hoft above, 
Ay happy there! for there they ſorg and Love ; 
They ſtop their Songs, their heav'nly Harps thrown by, 766 
Or tun'd to ſome new louder Harmony : 
At length each from his radiant Throne arole, 
Their beav'nly Warmth to ruddy Vengeance glows; 
Like thoſe fair Strangers Lot conducted in, 
Who _ guilty Sodom's brutiſh Sin : 
Amidft the reft a Fire-wing'd Seraph ſaw, 
Of thole at trembling Sinai gave the Law-- * 
He blew the Trumpet there... 
Each ſtubborn Rebel did his Guilt confeſs ; - — 
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. 270 It ſhook the Mount, and ſhook the Wilderneſs ; 


The higheſt Tow'r on all the Cryſtal Walls of Heav'n : 


280 
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Nor had he yet forgot the Sound, bur flies 
Thro' Worlds unknown and undiſcover'd Skies; 
Where er'ft rhe. Signal was to Battle given, ' 


There with his utmoſt might he blew a Blaſt, 
Which thro' interminable Spaces paſt ; 

Which Chaos mov'd, .its frighted Surges fell, 
Trembled the gaſtly Sanhedrim of Hell ; | 
Whilſt Zeav'ns wing'd Watchers at the Signal run, 
And almoſt leave their dreads Commands undone : * 
(Uriel before had left the ſickly Sun. ) * 

Each wand'ring 0rb ſtands ſtill, or wildly rolls, 
Forgetting both their Axles and their Poles : 


As Chaos had broke in upon the Sky ; 
The Spheres untun'd forgot their Harmony. 

Arm !. Arm ! thro' every bright Battalion went ; 
The Adamantine Gates o'th' Firmament 
Wide open thrown, with a ſtupendous Crack 


So vaſt the Wreck of Heav'n, the Storm fo high, 


More loud than Thunder, more the Poles they ſhake, 


The Pomp of War diſcov ring deep and wide, 
Each Angel cloſe t his Brother Angef's {ide ; 
Turms, Cohorts, Legions, glitt'ring dreadful bright, 
Arm'd Cap-a pe in more than Lambent- Light. 
Great Michael then himſelf was on the Guard, 
The Mount of God his own peculiar Ward; 
Where no Diſturbance, Noiſe, Complaint or Cry; 
But Peace and Joy roll on Eternally : 

None ſince the Angels fell ; but when from far, 
He heard the harſh, unwonted Noiſe of War, 


His Sword þ' unſheaths, by ſome wiſe Angel made; 


Of a portentous Comet's flaming Blade ; 
Condens 'd his noble Form to Bulk and Sight; * - 
Is all himſelf, and gathers in his Might ; 

Indues his dreadful Arms and Helmet bright : 

Th' Old Dragon's ſpoils the Greſt, in Battle bold J 
Conquer d and ſtrip d, how dreadful to behold ! 
The Claws all-horrid with Ethereal Gold. 

F hus deck'd, among the fore-moſt Ranks he flew, 


Who 
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Who eaſily theit glorious Leader knew ; 
As on a Cloud, with Thunder charg'd, he rode 
Above 'em all, and only not a God. 
Thus, might we Mortal match with things Divine ; 

Thus look'd our God-like Heroe at the Boyne : 

The ſame fair Ardor for the glerious Prize, 

The ſame juſt Anger lightning in his Eyes : 

Thus he appear'd, thus thoſe who round him rode, 

They all like Heroes fought, he like a God. 

| When thus prepar'd, they only wait the Word 

To ſally forth, and aid their mjur'd Lord : $20 
TH' accurſed City into Atoms tear, 

Nay ſcatter Globe and all in boundleſs Fields of Air. 

This ſaw th' All-ſeeing, did their Haſte reſent, 

And with an awful Nod ſhook the wide Firmament ; 

One motion of his Will their Rage repreſt : 

He look'd calm Peace into each warlike Breaſt : 

Unveil 'd the Rolls of Fate, and let 'em ſee, 

The grear, unknown, tremendous Myſtery : 

Unknown, (or Anger them ſo much did blind, | 

"T was now forgot by every warlike Mind ) $20 
That 'twas before all Worlds reſolv'd, on high, : 
The mighty Maker of the World mult die: 

Frh Council of the Great Three-One decreed, 

A fanleſs God for finful Man mult bleed ; 

His injur'd Father's Wrath Atone and bear, 

To keep injurious Rebels from deſpair ; 

Compleat the Numbers of the beav'nly Hoſt, 
And fill thoſe Seats th' Apoſtate Angels loſt. 

Silence profound awhile all Heav'n poſleft, 

Their Wonder was too big to be expreſt : $40 
Their Arms all dropt, their Harps agen they try, 
New Songs are heard, and wonted Harmony, 
"Sweet Muſe return, and bover on the Wing 

Around thy bleeding Love, thy wounded King ! 

Go weep, as Magdalen before he dy'd, 
Never ſuch Cauſe, thy Love is crucify'd ; 
Bath his wide Wounds, as that repenting Fair 
His Sacred Feet, and dry them with thy Hair : 
For all the Follies of thy youthful Days, 


Miſpent 
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BL 50 Miſpene i in nrval { Beauties idle Praiſe, 


Robbing thy. Saviagr gf. his juſt eſteem ; 
Fog all thy broken Yowg'to "Heav 1 and: 
For all thy Sheb, thy Panity and\Pridg: 


See what they coſt, thy Love is Cncityh = 
On the curs/d Thee he bends his Sacred Head, 


From his pale Cheeks each lovely Roſe is fled, 
His Lips his heav'nly Eyes already dead : 


. {His fontnihe\Hyes ppproaking ighrgid cloud, Ofi 4 
And all his Face deform'd with Tears and Blood ! 


$60 


In num'rous little Streams which trickled down 
From.thoſe curs'd Thorns which his bleſt Temple crown ; 
Thence to his mangled Hinds profuſely flow, 

And joyn thoſe mightier Streams that riſe below ; RS 
Which ſwelling wide make Drunk that thirſty ground, 


| Till all che guilry Barth is ting'd around. 


850 
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Thus ofc the wand'ring Swains. by chance have ſpy d; 
By Natures Art iti Mer. tall: Mottntains ſide, 
A ragged Rock, bedew'd with Water o'er, 

And ſweating Cryſtal Drops ax every Pore! 

Each ſteals into the next, and fafter flow; 

To meet large ſubterranean Streams below; - 

Whoſe Channel Pleaſure both and Prophet yields; 
Scattering Eternal Verdure round the Fields. 

Hail all you myſtic Drops of precious Gore, _ 
Each of you ſingly werth a World and more ! x 
Cou'd your immortal Fountain want ſupplies, - - 
Fd quickly make a Deluge with my Eyes. 

And now with Sweat and Blood exhauſt and dry'd; 
And ſcorch'd with Pain, Ithirf, he faintly cry'd : 
For eager Wine the ſcoffing Soldiers run, 

And offer that ; hetaſts, and crys — 'Tis dme: 
"Tis done — His ſpotleſs Soul no longer ſtrives ; 

The God is dead, and Sinful Man revives: * 

He bow'd his Head, receive my Soal, he cry'd, 


; Dear Father! in thy Arms; He bow' 4 his Head and D JP 


T A End of the Ninth Book. 
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9. hat is Vertue but an empty Name? ] lThopeT need not tell the Rex- 
| der that theſe Lines are only an Objection commonly broughe 
\ againſt Providence, which is; I think, afterwards fully anſwered. 
| As for that Exclamation, Wha is Vertue &c- + 'Tis a common fay- 
ing among the antient Heathens, and is aſcribed to ſeveral Anthors tho' [ think 
the moſt fix itupon Hireules, as-extorted from him, when Frying and Raving on 
Mount Oets, by the extremity..of his Pain; which if true, he's far from being as 
Heroical as he's repreſented, fince tis not killing of Bu/ls and Beers, and Rob- 
| bers, but inflexible Ferre, Parience, and Aapnamiry, under the worſt of Evilc, 
that make a or Hero,, However, as one of our own .Writers pleaſantly ob- 
ſerves, *tis moſt likely to be his Expreſſion, becauſe it looks fo much hke the Speech 
of a Madman. 13s Th | TALE 7 
117. Of whoſe right Deeds Cumzan Grotto's r=ng. ] That there was really ſome 
bottom in thoſe which are called the Siby/lme Oracles, relating to our :Saviour, I 
| ſee no room for atiy modeſt Man'to donbr ; tho? it ſeems .on the other fide a 
car Cafe, that vat heaps of Dogrel Greek has been forg'd in their Imitation, 
like thoſe baſtard Medals, ſo common in the World. The Chriſtians cou'd 
not feign that of Tully, which I think be applies to Kk. Prolomy; of a King to 
come out of the Eaſtera Countries, any more, than ſeveral pa of the Sice- 
lides Muſe ; which ſeem plain Tranſcripts of what the 'Old Prophets have left - 
recorded concerning our Saviour > Which, tho? it ſhould be granted, he might ap: 
ply:to the Son of Pollio ; yet there's little doubt but he hat '*m from the Sibyls, 
or ſome Traditios then ourrent oa the Heathens ; tho? he too, as well as Ba- 
laam, might be acted beyond himſelf; for in my j ent, he does here majors 
cenere, as he has promis'd; atnd Virgil oxceh even Ygil nothing being com- 
parable to it in all his Works, tor. excepeing the Prophecy of Aearce/lus; or if 
there's any thing finer in hisdivine eEncids. | 
138. Both the great Vulger and the ſmall. ] Cowly's Thought, wherein he has 
much betreted that of Horace, voi Profancm wlgas & arceo. 
ainſt Appion. 
his Herod was Grandſon to Herod 


152. Their own Religious Rites. | See Foſepbus a 
206. This be our Families proud Rival Born. ] 
the Great. Vid. Lib. 2. - 


1 50, Unblethiſtid Vertue and unſpotted Fame. ] Ecele/iaftical Hiſtory tells us, ſhe was 
. a noble Roman, her Name De; alterwards Convert to the Chriſtian Faith, 
andeither a Saint or a Martyr. . 


287. Whe- 
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287. Whether bis double Spring, #ercharg'd with Snow] T believe there are indeed 
few great Rivers but have more than one Head, tho the complement of the Coun- 
try generally fixes 'em at one place. Every one has heard of two Heads aflign'd 
to L River Fordan, For, and Dan, like our Tame and 16s; whence both their 
Names. It mayn't be unpleaſant to give, once for all, a Deſcription of this no- 
ble River, the chief of all Pale/tine, and its ſaid, ſome of the beſt Water in the 
World. ' The Pilgrim gives the beſt account of its Riſe and Progreſs that I have 
yet ſeen, Lib. 2. cap. 15. A une beure de Ceſare, &c. © An hours Journey from 
« Ceſarea Philippi, at the Foot of Mount Libanus (Fuller tells us, *tis one particular 
_ « Mount, more pleaſant than all the reſt, calld Paneas, )) ariſe two Springs of 
** Water, oneabout half an hours Journey from the other. That to the Eaſt is cal- 
* led For, andthe other more Northerly Day. They ſoon make two ſmall Riwulcts, 
* which running ſeparate about a League and half, meet at the bottom of the fore- 
©* mentioned Town, joyning at once their Names and Waters: and from thence 
© taking the new Name of — Thence running by ſeveral Villages and 
«© Countries, and ſeparating the Lands of Trachonitis, Itures, and Galilee, it falls 
 ©* jmto a Valley, where it makes a Lake about 2 Leagues in Circuit, called Moron 
<< or Mora, ( Merom, in Fuller) by Foſepbas the Semachonite Lake ; thence verging 
* towards the Eaſt, enters the Sea of Galilee, between Capermeum and Chorazin, and 
* paſſing thence, is at laſt engultc in the Dead Sea. - He goes on, © But the Twrks 
* have a Tradition that Fordan will not mingle his bleſſed Waters with that /ink- 
&* wg Puddle, but at their very fall into the Lake fink down into a Subterranean 
« Abyſs, and riſe. agen at Mecca, where Mabomet was buried, in Honour (dgubt- 
©& leſs) of that great Prophet, where they form themſelves into a Lake, whoſe 
© Waters have the ſame Taſte and Fiſh with Forday. And this wiſe Story ghe 

ood Pilgrim thinks 'tis worth the while to confute: out of the little Scripture he 
Pad, full as gravely as Alexander Roſs does the Alchoran, when 'twas tranſlated in- 
to Engliſh, for fear any of bis Countrymen ſhou'd turn Muſſulmes upon the reading 
it tho for my part, it any of my Readers are inclined to believe my Turkiſh Story 
of Fordan, they are very welcom, fince I ſhan'c think it worth the whale to. uſe any 
Argument to confute it. . 

330. His Blood a ſtrange Balſamic Power,” &c.'] This is founded on that No- 
tion, that the Blood has of it ſelf a fort of a Balſamic Virtue in it, which will 
cloſe and heal all (Iight green Wounds without other Medicine, if no other accidens 
happens. | 

"6 2+ A Death for Slaves and Villains only usd ] Tacitns calls it Serwile ſapplicium, 
a Servile fort of Puniſhment, -not to be inflicted on any- Roman Citizen : ' and 
therefore we find in Hiſtory, that S. Paul,, who was a Roman, chad the Benefit of 
that Liberty, and was Beheaded, while S. Peter, a Few, was Crucified. 

423. BOS Winds car carry, or where Waves can roll. ] T think 'tis a Verſe of 
- Mr. Waller's. .* | | 04A SUTIB?'S TY. O14: 

424. Where the Ten Tribes, &c. | There's a great Diſpute whither the Fen Tribes 
were carry'd, which perhaps will never be deaded ; as the Fews ſay of any great 
Difficulty, till Elzas come. Eſdras ſays, they went over-Expbrates, which was mi- 
raculouſly dry'd up for their Paſſage, and after a fair Walk: for an Year.and an 
half, arrived at Ar/arerh, which ſome ſuppoſe to be Tartary;z where alfo many 
. of our Moderns think they have found *em, there being a Guy named Tabor in 
that Country, as ſeveral of that Name in  Naphthali; whence ſome of''em were 
carried. Others tell us, that there are a ſorc-ot: People-among the Tartars, who 
run about the Fields, a certain day in the year, making great Lamentatien, i tho 
they themſelves have forgor the reaſon, and repeating' with: violent and diſmal 
Ejulations theſe Words, Fers.! Feru! Salem! Feru! Damas! tho they:dorfe un- 
derſtand 'em ; retaining ſtill the Names of thoſe Places,: tho they have:loſt the 
Hiſtory. - Others think the Americans, or at leaſt ſome part of 'em, are che 
Poſterity of the Ten Tribes, which is rendered-not altogetherimprobable, from fe- 
veral Fewiſh  Guſtoms found amongſt 'em. _And what if thoſe Tarteriens, of 
whom we have diſcourſed, Lib. 3. conducted by Rs their own'Country 

t over 


Ip 
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over to Americs, ſhould be ſome of thoſe very Fews, whom the Enemy of 
Man and Ape of God, might take a pride in leading to his Caraan, almoſt 
exactly in the ſame manner that Moſes led their Forefathers out of Egypt. 4. 
coſts has a ſtrange Story that looks very much like this, from a Tradition of the 
Americans; © That their God Vitzilipurzl; commanded their Forefathers to leave 
* the Place where- they then liv'd, promiſing, if they'd follow him, a much 
'* more happy Country, by the Defru#ion of ſeveral Nations which poſſeſſed 
* it. Accordingly they departed, carrying this their Idol with 'em in an 4:4 
© of Reeds, which was ſupported. by. 4 of their Chief Prieſts, with whom he 
* Djſcourſed in ſecret, and revealed to them: all along the different Succeſſes of 
* their Journey, giving 'em Orders when to March and Halt, which they 
© were not to do without his Order. Wherever they came, * they Erected 
© a Tahernacle for their God in the midſt of their Camp, placing the Ark up- 
* on an Altar. When they were tired with their Journey, and -reſolved. to 
* proceed no farther, their God deſtroy'd many of them in a dreadful man- 
«* ner; continuing to Condu& 'em till he brought *em to Mexico ; thus he, 
I ſhall only add, thar Manaſſeb- Ben: Iſrael, the modern Few tells us, © There 
© were lately found encompaſied with ſeveral high Mountains in Americs, a white 
© People with long Brerds, whom he'd fain have the remainders of thele Tex 
* Tribes, and all Natural Fews. 

449. Thruſt from a bleſted Elders. Trunk he ſpyd. ] Some ſay *cwas a Wild Fig- 


| Tree, but it's no _ matter which of the two. Surizs ſays, © That the Fews 


« have now- a Church-yard or Burying-place, on that very piece of Ground, 
* about the middle whereof, Tradition tells '*em, this Tree formerly ſtood : And 
adds, © That the Fews formerly buile a Houſe there, and all of that Nation de- 
* fire to be buried near ir: As indeed they have reaſon, were that odd fancy 
of theirs true, that the General Judgment muſt be in the Valley of Feboſopbar, 
and that all their Bones muſt cumble thither through the Bowels of the Earth, if 
they don'c provide better Carriages for which Reaſon, many of the richeſt of 
them, are ſaid to get their Duſt carried to Feruſalem, to ſave the trouble of ſo long 


' a Jotrney. 


447.. Die Traytor, die, be that reſolu'd, but how? | This Verſe and that below ir, 
Thus, thas lets leap, &c. any one may ſee are taken trom Virgil's, Sed moriamur ait: 
and. Sic juvat ire ſub wmbres. Concerning the latter of which, I can'c help being 
of a different Judgment from a Perſon ſo-great, that it would be immodeſty for 
me to; name him, at the fame time 1 own 1 difſent from him. 1 fay, I can'c 
but think, that Hemiftich as /ike Virgil as, even his famous Tu Marcellzs eris, for 
1 ſczms to me as full and þandſom a Pauſe for a deſperate Mind , ' which had 
run it ſelf aut of Breath with raving, as cou'd poflibly be chought on, and that 
render'd more lively, ſtrong and-beautiful, by the Ingemunation. 

: $IO, By theſe alone aloft #th' Air be's ftayd. | I know many are of Opinion, 
that there was a ſort-of a S»ppedaneum, a Stay or Footſtool on the Croſs, as a Reſt 
to the Bodies of MalefaFors; but others, and | think the moſt, being of another 
Mind, I had liberty of chuſing which I pleas'd, eſpecially che former Opinion 
being grounded on a' falſe Suppoſition, that without ſome. ſuch ſupport as this, 
the Body -cou'd not bevg in the Air, / but wou'd tear out the Wounds by which 
was faſten'd, and be born down by its own weight: Whereas we are aſſured 
of the. contrary, both cps gas the frength of the Muſcles in thoſe Parts, 
and. accidental Examples-of ſuch as falling from on high, have been caughe by 
the Hend, Arm, && by fome Temter, ahd remain'd a conliderable time in that 
Poſture; and by the: manner of that horrible Puniſhment, ar this time in uſe a- 
mong the Turks and: Adeers,, who throw: Condemn'd Perſons from an high Tower 
ſtuck full of, Hooks and Tenters, which catching hold of the Body in us fall, recains 
it there, where the Wretches muſt hang till either the Wound kills *em, or 
they are ſtarved to Death: Now if the whole weight of a Man's Body (caught 
thus ae diſadvantage; and:the fall belides,) can't tear it ſelf off when thus gaunch'd 
in the Air, . how much. lely wou'd ic da ſo when ſupported behind, and faſtened 
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fo evenly” and propertionably, by. the moſt ſtrong and muſcalous Parts, thereof? 
541: Tet one ſome Tracks of Modeſty. retains. |] Tis: thought by many thar this 
was no hardned Vilian, but newly entered in his Trade. There's one'paſſage 
in the Hiſtory: of theſe. 73:eves, which carries ſome difficulty  in't: *Tis ſaid in 
S. Matthew and S. Mark, that the Thieves, ii the Plars] Number, rivil'd our Savionr. 
But S. Luke gives the Hiſtory, as here related; That one aid it, and tht other re- 
bukd bim, Some ſay, that borb did it at firſt, but one Ripented, which'is a pro- 
bable 'Solmion ; but I think there's 'a better, thar "tis 'a vommon Elhprical way 
of Speaking, with the Hebrews. Thus Saul to David, 1'Sam. 18. 21. Thos ſhalt 
this day be thy Son in-Law ini one of the two. We'tendar'it indoubtedly accordi 
to the true Seiice; but 'tis in the Original, by, or it the Two, a plain Inftanc 
of wo us'd-for one; as in the preſent Caſe. So *ris written' in the Prophets, one of 


yd to,/ and have 
Strins fays, was 


683. Th amaz'd Aſtrologer lookd own 
and commonly receiv'd. and believ'd; 
true, yet Valeat quantum valere prteff. © OO | 

523: -The ſolid Pillars trembled.] See Lth, (Ny the begininin 


' 767, yk at trembling Sinai gave the Law. ] Which was given by the Diſpo- 
 ſdiorfdf Nngels. As S. Steph. Ads 9. Fj. | x 
580. Andalmoſt leave their dread Commands undone. ] Vids, from whorti I took 
the Hint of this beautiful Digreſſion, goes a great deal farther, and I think,too far, 
ſaying of the Angels, Opers. imperfe#a relinquunt, Which | foften by the Word _ 


almoſt ]. : | | Ws, | 
L 78 w Uriel before, forſook the fickly Sun: } I think that's his Name, whoni Mil- 
roz makes the Angel of the San; the Name being very proper, fignifying, The 
| Light of God: Whuch he might be, and yer that good Fathers oy agree- 
able, who call'd the Sun Unbre Dei; the Shadow of God, I fay before 
forſaken it, for an obyious- (Poetical) Reaſon, becauſe *twas Echips d. 
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Fier 4 4 Diſcourſe f the -— ure y ſering V Virwe irinmphant, | 
notwithſtanding all Misfortunes, \and an Invocation of the 
Bleſſe ſſed Spirits S Af, ſtance, for the happy Concluſion of the 
Work, Joleph of Arimaties' is introduced 2oing to Pilate, and boldly 
begging the Body of our Saviour ; which being granted, be repairs 
to the Crols and takes it thence, after a Souldier had pierced the Side 
 with-a Spear,” Blood and Water flowing ont of the Wound; then bears 
it to Fe Garden, and lays it 'in his own Sepulchie, accompanied by 
the Bleſſed Virgin and other Friends. The Trium phs among the 
Devils at the'Death of our Saviour : Lucifer's Speech on Wh 0CCca-. 
ſion, ordering all. the Devils to —” to Earth agen, and repoſſe eſs | 
their Oracke. While he's in the heighth of bis Exulcation, our Savi- 
Wk s Hell with a Guard of. ingels, and all the Devils flying at 

obe, and (1 inking.. mto the Lake, carries with him to Paradiſe 
ſome pf; thoſe Perſons who were loft in the Univerſal Deluge. The 
Third Day, his Soul and Body being now agen united,. and be riſing from 
the Grave, Mary Magdalen, and other Women, go to the Sepulchre 
to Embalm him, but find him to be gone, and receive an Account of 
his Reſurretion from g Yiſton of Angels, direfting them to go and 
acquaint- his Diſciples with the News. Mary Magdalen ftays and 
ſees our Saviour himſelf, who orders her on the ſame Maſſage ; on 
which Saint Peter and Saint John 'run to the. Sepulchre , and find 
the Body to be gone ; but returning, cannat gain Belief of the ret, 


till our Saviour himſelf __ amongit them ; $t. Thomas being thet 
abſent, 
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abſent, and ſtill incredulous. Soon after,- two others, to whom our Lord 
diſcovered himſelf at Emmaus, come in, and relate the whole Story ; 
which S. Thomas net yet believing, Jelus himſelf appears, and ſhew- 
ing bim his Wounds, fully convinces him — Ordering all the Diſciples to 
meet bim at Tabor in Galilee, who going thither . A that end, be firſt 
appears to "ers as they were Fiſhing on the Sea of Tibetias, where he 
tries S. Peter's Faith, and foretels his Martyrdom. Thence meeting 
many of his Followers on Mount Tabor, be orders 'em all to Jeruſa- 
lem, there to- take bis laſt Farewel : Where being arriv'd, be takes 
them out to Bethany ; and after his laſt Diſcourſe and Promiſe to be 
with them to the End of the World, the Heavenly Hoſt appear, and 
Sing an Anthem, being pare of the 24th Plalm, while our Saviour is 
| Aſcending ; who, juſt as be-diſappears from the Diſciples, orders two 
Angels back to Mount Oliver, to comfort them with the Promiſe of 
bis Return ; who thereupon depart again with Joy to Jeruſalem. 
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mEaeggs How refreſhing ist, how dear a Sight, 
FeAN A When Virtue emerges out of Clouds and 

=d&& Night ! 
S To ſce her all her groveling Foes de- 
S ſpiſe, 

ESRD To ce the Thrant fall and Hero riſe ! 
True Worth ſurvives the Grave, rude Winds the Fruit 
May blaſt, but 'tis immortal in the Root. | 
Beat on Affliction's Billows ! * Tis in vain, 
The Rock will ſtill impregnable remain ; 
The Storm, tho' fierce, will ſoon or late blow o'er, s 


And we wich Shouts ſhall reach the bappy Shore, 
10 Where our great Captain is atriv'd before. 


Kind 


- | 
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Kind Spirit, who from the dark tumult ous Wave 


. Didſt raiſe a beautcous World, O hear and fave! 


Save and dire&t, dire&t our feeble Bark, 

As once thou didſt the weary wand'ring Ark ! 

Remove the Clouds, be all ſerene and fair 

Like thee, 'O gentle Blaſt of Heav'nly Air ! 

Let this laſt Voyage no rough ſtorms moleſt,, 

Then, of our dear, long wiſh'd for Port poſleſt, 

We'd gladly Anchor in ecernal Reſt. | 20 
And now true Night in the diſorder'd Skies, 


- Prepares, at her appointed Fours, to riſe ; 


Matt-26.56. 


Mar. 15.43. 


Vid. Lib. 1. 
ad fin. 


But wonders that her Task's perform'd before, 

Nay, blacker Yeils ſpread all the Z#ther o'er : 

Still high in gloomy Air the Bodies ſtood 

Expos'd and Tortur'd on th' unlucky Wood ; 

Tortur'd the Two, but from his ſpotleſs Breaſt, 

The Third's bright Soul was fled to endleſs Reſt : 

Nor longer cou'd the gen'rous Foſeph bear, : _ 
To ſee his. Friends ſad mangled Reliques there ; 30 
But while far off his ſcatter d Houſhold fled, be FE, 
Their Faith and Courage with their Mafter dead : 

With Nicodemus, his old prudent Friend, 

Afraid no more, do's from the Fill deſcend, 

Where ſad Spefators near the Croſs they were, 

Boldly to beg the Body, and Inter, 

With falence in his own new Sepulcher : 

There, if his juſt Requeſt ſuccelsful prove, 

To pay the laſt due Debt of Tears and Love : | 


"Thus who boaſt higheſt, firſt the Cauſe forſake; 40 


Thus Converts of the beſt of Chriſtians make, ' 
With pious Haſte they both to Pilate ran, | 
To whom, undaunted, Joſeph thus began. 
Brave Roman, whom our Nation's Spite and Rage, 
Now firſt did in an wijuſt 46 engage : 
As noble Pontius wou'd be ſtill thought free, 
And only Pagive in their Cruelty; 
And bear to diſtant Ages, diſtant Lands 
His Fame, as clean and ſpotleſs as his Hands ; 
T' his humble Suppliants ter be reſtor'd, | 
The breathleſs dear Remains of our loy'd Lord: I. 
| Nor 
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Nor will the Prieſts themſelves, howeer chey rave, Y 
Urge on their Hatred, een beyond the Grave ; 

He's cold and lifeleſs now, their Fear is o'er, 


Nor can he them or Ceſar injure more: 
Grant then we for his Body may return, 


Due Honours pay, at his ſad Fur'ral mourn, 
And ſprinkle-Tears and Flow'rs around his Hrv. 
The Roman thus — Witneſs each ſacred Powr, 2 

60. Witneſs the common Jove we all adore; V4. Lib. 6: 

Father of Men and Gods ; with how much Joy 

I'd him reſtore, how griev'd did him deſtroy ; 

Reſtore you your whole Friend, whom publick Spite 

And Rage, have robb'd of our etherial Light : 

Take what remains, I gladly that reſtore, 

And take my Grief, that I can give, no more. 

Their wiſh'd Requeſt obtain'd, they haſt away, 

And but to give the Donor thanks cou'd ſtay : 

The Hill ſurmounted ſoon, abrupt appear'd 
20 ' No more, nor more the Guards around they fear'd : 

;- Arm'd Troops and glitt ring Helmets, dreadtul bright, 

Projefting tar away their dazling Light : 

«* Of Murder'd Men the low lamenting Yaice, 

« Mixt with the Marderers confuled Noiſe 

They heard, yet onward went with pions haſt, . 

Thro' Crowds unarm'd or arm'd alike they palt : 

Till to the fatal Scene of Death arriv'd, 

Where new Barbarities were ſtill contriv'd ; 

Still new Effefts of pop'lar Rage they found ; 
8 The mangled bleeding Body's on the Ground : 

A ſmgle Deaths too little, they'd invent, 

Beyond the Croſs it ſelf, a Puniſhment : 

The Bodies mult expos'd no longer ſtay, 

T* anhallow their approaching Paſchal Day, 

And damp their feital Joys; new Arts they try, 

And with new Torments make em more than Die: 

With pond'rous Staves and Sledges cruſh'd their Bones, 

Ecchoes the Mountain with their Strokes and Groans, | 

The half-dead Wretches ſupplicate in vain ? 
go For ſome kind Stab to eale their ling ring Pain : 

Jeſus alone had his meek Soul relign'd, | 
U u And 
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Mark.15.44 And ſpar'd their Cruelty; his Headreclin'd, 
On his torn Shoulders lay, enrag'd they cry'd, - 
He had deceiv'd ena, and too mildly Dyd : _ 
Enrag'd, they ſuch a Diſappointment found ; 
They een the ſenſleſs Carcaſs gore and wound: 
A Soldier, blind with Fury, ſnatch'd a Spear, 
Which Death on its: ſharp Point in vain did wear, 
And darts it at his. Side, out ſprings a Flood | 
John 19-34: Of pureſt Limpid Water, joyn'd with Blood; 
Jomn'd, not confusd, as thro' thia Cryſtal ſhine, 
The ſparkling Drops.of Gaza's noble Fine : _..._ 
True Types: of thoſe bleſt Screams which ever flow 
From Gods high Throne, ' © enrich the World below ; 
Th' ineſtimable Saxfions of our Bliſs, ».... 
hoas 5: 6 Thoſe Streams which glad the Churches Paradiſe ; 
V2 That ſacred Laver, and that Banquet high, 
Where thoſe who Bath and Feaſt ſhall never Die. 
While this tran/afting, Joſeph thither came, 
And ſtrait aſcends the Tree— (Loves knows no Shame ;) 
Himſelf aſcends, and from th* accurſed Wood : 
Takes his dead Friend, cover'd with Wounds and Blood, 
And to his own fair Garden ſadly bore, | 
Where ofc his lov'd Diſciples met before ; 4 
Then, near the Tomb lay down their precious Load, 
The wond'rous Reliques of a ſuff ring God. 
Hicher, bright Heav'nly Youths, O hither bring, * 
The Glories of your own eternal Spring ! | 
Of ev'ry Flow'r that if\ fair Eden grows, 
The dying Hero's tun'ral Pomp compole, 
Mix'd with Engeddis Spice, and Sharon's Roſe ; 
And when you all your Sweets have round him ſpread, 
Tho' neer till this ſad Hour, a Tear you ſhed, 
Weep, O Immortals ! Weep ! your Lord is dead. 
, Or if you ſtill refuſe your courteous Aid, 
We'll ask no more, for fee the Heav'nly Maid ; 
The Yirgin-Mother can that Ofite do, 
Wich as nauch Grace and Purity as you. 
On the hard Rock behold her ſeated there ! 
Whilſt all her ſad Companions rend the Air 
With loud Laments, the Hills xepeat their Cries, 


She 


10a 


IloO 
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She only filent, her exhauſted Eyes, _ 
Have not one precious Drop, one ſingle Tear ; 


— 


Her Grief ſo decent, ſhou'd ſhe bur appear 
[n publick, all the World would Mourning wear. * 
Silent and ſtill, as deepeſt Waters flow, 
What Breaſt but hers could hold the mighty Wee ? 
She ſaw his Soul from his pale Body fled, 
She ſaw her Hope, het Life, her Saviour dead ; 
140 Her wondrous Son, no Pangs at his firſt Breath, * 
But ah! they 're more than doubld at his Death : 
In her ſad Arms, he all-a-Carcaſs lies, 
Death's heavy Iron Slumber ſeals his Eyes ; 
His Eyes falt closd, altho' his Wounds gape wide, 
Thoſe Wounds which rend his Feet, his Hands, his Side ; 
She K!ſſes both, while her Companions tear, 
With loud Complaints, their Garments and their Hair ; 
Scarce are they by the Men at length reſtrain'd, 
Who not their own unruly Tears command : 
1509 To his pale Corps the laft due Honours pay, 
 _ Andiin the Marble Vault lamenting lay ; 
And dewy Night deſcending, leave the Tomb, 
ConduRting ſafely the great Mourner home. - 
Mean while the World a gen'ral Grief exprelſt, 
All Natures Family in Mourning dreſt : 
| Silent and ſad, or in ſoft Sighs complain'd, 
Nay Heay'n it ſelf ſcarce undiſturbd remain'd : 
In Hell alone was Joy and curſt Delight, 
Our Happineſs their Woe, our Day their Night : 


160 Scarce ſuch wild general Revels there were known, "ROM 
When their black Prince did the firſ# Mau dethrone, _hben's 
And almoſt made a ſecond World their own : Paradiſe bf 


The Pandemonium fills, the Iron Gate 
Is throng'd wich many a Sooty Potentate : 
Blaſphemous Moloch, Satan,- Belial, Baal, 
And luſtful 4ſmodai, part go, part crawl 
On long Serpentine Folds, as erlt they fell ; * «+ 
Now dreſt in all the ugly Forms of Hell: 
High in the midft, dire Lucifer aſcends 
[| 170, His glowing Throne, a frightful Guard of Fiends 
| Flock round, the boldeſt Spirits who with him fell, 
|  Uu2 And 
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do Fas Fa cruſh d us, for- wee Al 
Hnconguer'd;in our own Almighty Willy 
What ſince againſt i its Tyranny we *ve done, 
You know it, anid we need not:bluh to own ; 
How we chat fardid Pre of 'dirty Clay, 
Whom our more high-born Minds diſdain'd t "obey ; 
For whom the beauteons World above was made, 
A Feay'n to our uncomfortable Shade, 
Have, by ancaſic Stratagem, betray d: 
Rom. 5. 14. Did our hard Foe's wiſe Workmanſhip diſgrace, 
And i in one Moment murder d all their Race : 
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'Tis true they Mercy found} tho! we had -none, 
Who ſcort like Man, to kneel and lick his Throne : 
No— Since {o-bravely once we took: the Field, 


Now, for another Heav'n we worrd not yield; 


Who, more than balf”-his World eer ſince poſſeft, 
He the poor Jews, and we' lid all the reſt ; 
More Priefts, : more Oritles ; nay eveit there, 

In his lov'd Laid, outs was the laryeſt —_—_ | 
To us his own proud Kitts for Cormel :cOne, | 1 Sam-28.$; 
And Endor ſpeaks when /ac%dShilss\dumb. 
'Tis true, -his dreaming Prophets did forete;* 7 + 1 
In many a myſtic Type and” Oracle, wn 
The Raines of che World aber ſhould' riſe, 


Th eternal Word deſcending from the Sky's 


In mortal Form -— Ours was too mean and baſe ; 

A Curſe on him, .and all that ſordid Rate'! 

To drive us from our Conquer d Kingdoms, \ where 

We /ally out, and raft the lightſom\ Air, © 

From thele ſad Realms; nay, tho' we cannot fear ' '9 
A further Blow, p#rſuv ahd chain us here © c 
Revolving deep, I guelt chat was near'; 

And. when the late great Feb*ew Prophet came, 

Whoſe Birth, whole Life,” whoſe Miracles and Fame © 
Have fill'd the World, frorti whom our Legions fled 

Ar his dread Word, his Word which rais'd the Dead ; 

Chas'd every ſtubborn-Pain, and ftrong Diſeaſe, 
Rebuk'd the Winds, and Rtill'd the 7agtrig Seas; 

When he did thus to th wod ring World appear, 

I for our State almoſt began to fear; 

To fear our Empire now was doom'd to fall; 

Him Saviour, him the Jews Meſſiah call, 

And would have Crown'd their King — Him firft I try'd, 
You know th* Event, with all the Baits of Pride ; - 

All chat the Earth, of Wealth or Pleaſure, yields, See Lib. 3. 
Rich Africk's Sands, or Europe's fertile Fields ; 

Luxurious 4fid's ternptitig Charms were ſhown, * 

Andall the hidden Sweets of Worlds unknown : 

Wgtever Nature made of Fair atid Good; | 

But all in vain, Inprenadle he ſtood : 

Not fo his Friend, whon Fear ot Gold o'crpow'rs Judas. 
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Ar firſt Aſſault —(Th' High-Prieſt before was ours) 


The Wretch who late came here, like thoſe above ; - 
We Traytors hate, tho” we the Treaſon love — 
Howe'er at length we 're ſafe, our Fear is o'er; 
The mighty Prince will drive us now no more! 
I ſaw the Heir of Heay'u expos'd on high, 

The Croſs his Throne, I ſaw th' Immortal Die ; 

For ſuch his Flatt'rers call d him — Now they run 
To ſhelt ring Shades, and flie, like us, the Sun; 
'Tho' little need — He fled bimſelf from them 

And angry Heav'n on our Jeruſalem 

Look'd frowning down ; cen let it now frown on, 
What's paſt is Fate, the mighty Work is done; 
Our Conqu'rer now may mourn his Conquer d Son : 
On all the tott'ring World may Vengeance take, 

At which we'll /mile, but can't what's paſt unmake 
Thar only is beyond his boaſted Pow'r, | 
Too feeble to recal one fleeting Hour : 

Loſers may ſpeak— Let the Creation low'r ; 

Let Thunder rend the Poles, the Center ſhake, 
And ſink us deeper in our glaadful Lake; 

Yet ſtill we'll Revel here ; Mt Envy ſtay 

Her cating Cares, and know no Grief to day ; 
E'en ſhe frall ſmile, her greateſt Foe is Dead ; 
Let baſhful Error raiſe her Hydra-head, 

She and my own dear Diſcord, lately fled 

From the great Prophet's Words and Heav'nly Air ! 
Let'em with all their ſnakey Train prepare 

For Earth agen, and our new Congqueſts tell 

To every holy Fane and Oracke ; 

To all the Demons that in Zther rove, 


OILY ne FW nr ee PERSIDRs —oo 


260 


3 


280 


From Delphos ſacred Rock to wile Dodona's Grove, * 


Tell *em — But there his Speech abruptly ends; 
Confus'd, he from his Iron Throne deſcends : 

© For wide away thro' his own darkſom Cell, 

He] ſaw ftrange Light, he ſaw a Fleav'n in Hell, 
TheWalls, the Gates are down, and Death and Sin, 
Thro' the new horrid Breach, came tumbling in ; 
Their Congu'ror after who the Blow had given ; 

"T was he himſelf, th' Nluſtrious Heir of Heav'n, 
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Jeſus 
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Strike headlong thro' the Stream, and diſappear. 


Jeſus the God-— _ - 4 
"Twas he—A Guard of warlike Angels ſtands 
Around with kindled Thunders in their Hands : 
Tho' more his Sight the Rebels did ſurprize, 
He wears far fiercer Thunders in his Eyes : 
Too well his Eyes, roo well his 4rm they knew, 
They oft before had ſeen and felt *em too: 

Firlt did their trembling King the Firm forlake, 

And beadlong he plunges in the broad Lake ; * 
Ianumerable Legions after run, * | 
New Hells they ſeek, the Lamb's fierce Wrath to ſhun; 
At once they fall, and from the Rivage ſteep, 

Strike thro' the Boſom of th' unbounded Deep ; 

Ith' rolling liquid Flame wide Circles make, 


.Soft murmurs the-black boyling Brimſtone Lake. 


Far off, a Flight of trembling Mallards know, 

The Royal Eagle their unequal Foe ; , 
Darting, like his own Thunder, thro' the Arr, 

They, carri'd on the ſwifter Wings of Fear, 


So when from the fair Banks of Silver Poe, | 


LON! 


The Fiends on Earth too felt the fatal Blow, 
And quickly ſympathize wich tk ofe below; 
And, as of old from Heav'ns high Wall they fal), 
Now drop from each forſaken Oracle ; 
Thick as 4utumnal Leaves the Valleys ſpread, 
Er ſhiv' ring Winter ſhows its palſi'd Head : 
Lamenting Sounds are heard, they take their flight, 
Wide-wandring in their own Eternal Night : 
Thus does at laſt che Womans OF-Spring tread, ; 
Triumphant, o'er the hiſſing Serpent's Head : c Gen. 3. 15: 
And thus Captivity he captive led, 
The guilty trembling Jaylors puts to flight, 
Expoſing their dark Cells to hated Light; * 
From the old greedy Lion wrefts his Prey, | 
Which long condemn'd in thoſe ſad Manſions lay ; C 
And with him back reduc'd to cheerful Day. 


How welcom their Deliverer appears, 


| To the old Prisners of Two Thouſand Years, * 
-Who in the Univerſal Deluge fell, 


Thro' 
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Thro' gaping Earth's wide Rains ſwept to Hell : 
The Graves firſt Fruits, a joyful Treop they riſe, 
. Regain the now almoſt forgotten Skies, | 
And wait their Savioxr into Paradiſe. 

With him agen, Sweet Muſe, to Earth return, 
Where his ſad Death his Friends, miſtaken, mourn ; + 
His Death who cannot die, or if before, 
He his Clay-houſe forſook, can die no more : 
His Body now Spiritual and refin d, 340 
A fit Companion for ſo pure a Mind; | 
Aftive and agile, prelſt and ready 't ſtands, 


0a ; p fwi ft al Thought robey the Soul's commands . 


Like that it moves, and 1a a moment flies 

From Eaſt to Weſt, 'from Earth to Paradiſe. * 

This knew not they, . who yet lamenting were, 

And loſt in ſtupid Sorrow and Deſpair ; 

Forgot the Promiſe of his ſure return, 

And, without cither Faith or Zope they mourn ; 

Sad was the Feaſt to them, no cheerful Ray 350 
Ic wore, as ſad the Night that clos'd the Day : 
With kinder Owens the third Morn appears, , 
The happy Morning doogn'd to dry their Tears. 
<« Kind Phoſphor bring the Day, why this Delay, 

« Tefus is riſmg — Phoſphor bring the Day ! 

Haſt his dull Steeds, for if he longer ſtay, 

Another Sun will riſe, a Sun lo brighr, 

The World no more will zeed his weaker Light. 

Earlier than he fair Magdalena roſe, | 

And to the Tomb with Spice and Unguent goes, 260 
' Him to embalm who no Corruption knew ; 

The lame offcious Kindneſs thither drew 

Her weeping Friends, who tho' their Fear was ſtrong, 

Their Love was more ; ſad Tales the Way prolong, 

As cheerful ſhorten, tho' ac laft they come 

Toth' fteep Aſcent, the Garden and the Tomb, 

Not far remov'd before, but a new Fear, 

And crowding anxious Thoughts ſurpriz'd *em here : 

Not yer ſecure the doubtful Jews they heard, 

As Guilt is till ſuſpicious, plac'd a Guard 250 
Around the Sepulchre, a Seal ſecur'd 
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The pond'rous Stone their mighty Foe immur'd ; 
Nor think yet ſafe or deep enough he lies, 
For they too heard, he the third Day would riſe, 
Whoſe pow'rful Word had others rais'd ; nor yet; 
Can they the wond'rous Lazarus forget, 
Or Naim's twice-born Youth. -- Their Fear not vain;' 
Nor longer Hades cou'd his Soul retain : 
A Conquror thence he roſe, where late be fell, 
380 And drags in Triumph after Death and Fell: 

He did, be came — All Nature muſt obey 

Irs Sovereign Lord ; he wild the Stone away : * 

Tho' all around offcious Angels ſtay'd, | 

For Pomp, not Service there, nor needs their Aid. 

Jeſus is riſen, 'T'rramphal Anthems fang : 

Thus from dead Winter mounts the ſprightly Spring ; 

Thus does the Sur from Night's black Shades return, . 

And thus the ſingle Bird wings from th' Arabian Urn ; * 

Jeſus is riſen ; he'll the World reftore, 
390 Awake ye Dead !' dull Sinners ſleep no move ! 

In Pleaſures ſoft Enchantments ſlumb'ring deep, 

| OrSleep no more, or elle for ever ſleep.! 

But tho' himſelf he's goxe, his tender care 

Still left two bright Atendant Angels there; 

Thoſe early pious Pilgrims to confole, _ 

Who with miſtaken Tears his Loſs condole;, 

Their trembling Feet no ſooner had chey fer 

I'th' Garden Walks, but they new Wonders met; | 

The Earth too trembled where ſo late he lay, i 5. 
400 And Nature's ſelf ſeem'd more afraid than they : 

And lo! the beauteous baſhful Clouds divide, 

And rev'rently ſtand off on either fide ; | 

As at th' approach of Earthly Majeſty, 

A living Lane is made till all che Pomp go by : 

And lo! a heavenly Youth doth downward moye, 

The lovelieft Form in all the Reabns of Love; _ | 

From the Cave's month he rolls the mighty Stone, 

From. whence before our conq'ring Lord 'was gone, C 

He rolls it, and trixmphant {tts thereon : 5 | 
4ro The Roman Guards, nor were they usd to fear, Matt. 29.4; 

Fheir Stations held, till che bright Form was nears 

RX x Fain,” 
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Matth. 28. 
5, 6, 7,5. 
Mark 16.5, 
6, 7. 
24 5« 


Fain, impious! wou'd reſiſtance make, and fain 
They would have drawn their Swords, but ſtrove in vain 
Againſt th' unequal Foe, in vain they rear 

Their uſeleſs Piles, ſuſpended in the 4ir ; 

Their Hands, their Souls diſarm'd they quickly found, 
They fall, their Armour clanks againſt the Ground : * 

To the loft Sex more calmly did appear, 
Dreſs'd in a milder and leſs warlike Air, : 
The heav'nly Youth— You have no need to fear : 
We in your Cauſe engage with all our Paw rs ; 

I know you ſeek your ſuff ring Lord and ours; 
Toolate ; alas ! You ſeek him here, he /aid, 
Him, who for ever lives, among the Dead. 

Dry your vain Tears, nor longer him deplore, 
Your mighty Saviour lives to die no more ! 

"Tis the third Day, he promis'd then to. riſe, 

Nor cou'd deceive — Look in and truſt your Eyes ! 


420 


| See where he by your ſelves was laid, ſec there 


The Linen, and the empty Sepulchre : 430 
Be you the firſt Apoſtles, quickly go, 
And to th Eleven the happy Tidings ſhow, 
With:Joy and mingled Fear they haſte away, 
All bur fair. Magdalen, refolv'd to ſtay, 
If poſſible her much lov'd Lord to find, 


And with his preſence caſe her anxious Mind ; | 


Her Mind, which ſtruggling Thoughts like Earthquakes move, 


John 10.I$s 


 *Twas Hehimlfelt ;' bright ſpone th enlighten dir. 


Tortur'd at once with Hope, and Doubt, and Love; 
An Angel's witneſs (he cou'd fcarce teceive, 

"T'was too good News ſhe thought, nor dar'd believe : 
Mauſling ſhe fix'd her yes upon.che Ground, 

Till wak'd by ſudden Noiſe, and turning round, _ 
She ſaw, or thought ſhe ſaw, the:Gard'ner near, | 
And thus, abrupt with many a Sigh and Tear, 
Accoſts him. Sir, if you have born him hence, | 
The poor Remains of murder d Innocence 5j \ 
My laſt juſt Tears and Sighbs are. yet unpaid, + 

O tell, of Pity tell me where he's laid; 
Where I— The God himſelf, no-more. cou'd 


440 
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bear, 
450 


Around his Secred Head, the God the knew, : : | 
4 S5 708 on” And 
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And at his Feet her ſelf in Tranſports threw; ; 
The crowding Joy's too waſt to be expreſt : 
Maſter — Shecrys, and ſpoke in Looks the ref: 
He mild repels Ys with his radiant Eyes, 

And adds. There's yet rio tine for Extaſies. 
To his dear Brethreii, ſtill he held *em dear, 
Tho' poorly ſunk in'Hnbelief and Fear ; 

He bids her ftrait the happy Tidings bear, 


3466 Then glides unſeen away'in trackleſs Air. 


| Believe, increddilous as /þ 


_ She cond and told, the Fgars ne'er the more 
ow; 
Day-dreams, by fickly female Fancies rriade 
They chought i ic all, or fome deluſtve Shade ; Y 
And yet alarm'd withther ated News, 
Their Wonder pay where they their Faith refuſe. 
The lov'd Diſciple did attention Tend, 
The moſt concern'd as he was molt his Friend. 
Cephas with him, who rais'd from his late fall; 


asd In Faith and Courage now out-ſtrips them all : 


| This his warm Zeal, and that his Friendſhip bear 


480 


490 


Thus broken Bones, by skilful Artiſts dreſt 
And ſet agen, grow ſtronger than the re# : 
In a few Moments to the Sepulchre ; : 
Entring ſurpriz;d, they nothing there cou'd find, 

Nothing, beſides the Linnen lett behind ; 


The Spice with which the Jews embalm cheir dead, John 19.49: 


And blood-ſtain'd Napkin frota his Sacred Head ta 

In decent Folds laid by, aſunder plac'd, | 

A work confefling, neither Fear nor Haſte : 

They ſaw believing, now no longer mourn 

His Death, bur joyful to the zeſt return ; 

Return with ſpeed, but. gain no Credit there, 

For all was fill'd with Terror and Deſpair ; 

Black ſullen Grief hung o'er*em, all was Nie br, 

Wirhout one ſmiling Glean of Hope or Licks: | 

Their Sun was ſet, can they too much deplore? = i 

Was /et in Death's dark Shades to riſe no more. * | 

T he Doors were ſhut, left the malicious Jews, 

Shou'd them, as late they did their Lord, accule 

Of Crimes unknown, all fill and ſaeat were, | 
"WS No 
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© No Sounds bur Sighs, which gently mov'd the 4ir; 


Luke 24.43. 


No Light, bur one weak Tapers glimm'ring Ray, 
And that too hid, left that ſhou'd them betray. 
When Loe! the God himſelf, ( mirac lous Sight! ) 
The God himſelf, in his own Lambent Light 
Adorn'd, 'ith' midſt appears, his Shape, Ris Dreſs, 


| His more than mortal Meen, the God confeſs ; 


Dtvinely did he look, divinely move, 

His Foice Divine, *twas. only Peace and Love 3 - $500 
His wond'rous Voice, which Light and Life convey'd, 

Like chat firſt Word by which the World he made : 

Thorough their ſecret Soul. 'twas ſwiftly ſent; 

And ſtruck new Beams of Joy where cer ic went ; 

Then mildly chides their Unbelief and Fear, 

Such kind Reproofs who would not gladly hear ? 

Shows 'em thoſe glorious Wounds, the Nails and Spear 

Had lately made, and further ro compleat 

Their Faith, of their poor Fare he deigns to cat : 

Thus baniſh'd all their Sorrows, all . ws Tears ; 510 
Once more ſalutes with Peace, and diſappears. 


Thomas as chanc'd was abſent, whether Fear, - 


Or only Bus neſs, *rwas detain'd him there; ; 
How great his Loſs the while,  ( © ſcarce leſsthey loſe 
© Who kindly bid, ungratefully refuſe 

« To meet their Saviour at the Churches Feaſt ) 

In vain he is afſur'd by all the zeſt 

Of the glad Tidings ; him they entertain, 

With the late /iſtons wond'rous Scenes in vain, . 

Him doubting Cephas-chides, and does declare, 520 
With Warmth and Zeal, what all cou'd witnefs there: 
No more, hecries, he did, he did appear, 

I ſaw him, with theſe Eyes I ſaw him here, 

Here in this Place, where if my Senſe is true, 

He as diſtinfHy ſpake, as I to you: _ To, 

We ſaw, we beard him all — You muſt forgive, 

It what's incredible I can't believe, 


' In ruſhes Cleophas, a glad ſurprize 


Says the weak Saint ; bur whilft he thus replies, 


Which /eal'd his Lips, ſpoke londly in his Eyes : 


| 330 
His Feet awhile his Breath and Yoice out-ran, , 


When 


The Life of CHRIST. 341. 


540 


IF 


560 


When both recover'd were, he thus began. 

He lives, he lives — Grief vaniſh ! Cares away ! 
Our muck lov d Maſter lives — This happy Day, 
We /aw him both — He can confirm the ſame ! 
And his Companion ſhows who with him came ; 
Who did with Yows the'Sacred Truths atteſt : 

And thus, by all defir'd, relates the reft. 

- As toft 'twixt leſs'ning Hope and faichle(s Fear, 
And weary grown with choſe ſad Objefs here, 
Which but reviv'd our loſs ; we did forſake 
This guilty Town, and a-ſhort Journey make 
To neighb'ring Emmaus — You know it all, Luke 2413- 
Seated beneath: an eafie- Mountains fall ; 

When we almoſt had reach'd the Goal defign'd, 
Scarce half our little Journey now behind ; 

To Bdal-Perazin come we thence deſcry, 

To th' left the Houſe of aged Zachary, 

The Baptiſts happy Sire ; no ſooner ſeen, 


Butnew tormenting Thoughts. came ſtealing in: 


Our greater Lord by Jordan's Sacred Wave ; 
How neither cou'd their ſhming Virtues ſave : 
Both juſt and good, and Innocent in vain, 
By Herod this, and that by Pilate (lain, 
With warious Talk we thus beguif'd th' Aſcent, 
Meas ring each ſtep with Tears — As on we weat 
An unknown Trav ler join'd us, whom we gueſt, 
Some Proſelyte returning from the Feaſt ; 
At whoſe approach in vain we dry'd our Eyes, 
Since faſter ſtill new ſtubborn Streams ariſe ; 

He ſaw, and thus began -.. If 'twere not rude, 
A Stranger,. mn your private Thoughts © intrude; 
I'd ask from"whence this Tide of Paſſion flows, c 


Whar atteſtation this great Prophet gave 


Which does, againſt your Will it (elf diſcloſe, 
Since Sorrow when divided, weaker grows ! 
Stranger indeed !- my Sighing Friend replies, 
Who have not heard che Cauſe, from all our Eyes 
Has this juſt Tributedrawn— And can it be? 


570 Known you not our Elders Cruelty, 


And our great Maſter's Fate? ſuch Wonders ſhown, 
| To 
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OD wa Pk ducting hopes in 
. Too late we're wndeceiv'd, 0 mourn him -Y 
+ Judge if we've Reaſon hl. He'd\no longer bear 
Our PLMWe 4 oe thus reprovy'd; ſevere 
Wichour one che eer Jul'1 ol” of: heavenly L19 
And was not this by " ne foreſight. 
Known, and diſpos'& for malky Ayes latice ; 
Was not Meſſiah fil a /« fn 4 4 IN 
| Deſcribd Did not this Thawh ES P, Pp 
In many a myſtic. Type iand Dracle WP" 794 
Thar the Exerna]. Father., did 61 "IR 
His Son to /u and then to R 
Why le ot {nol Secs Bn why 
Was his:lov'd only Tac dra to 7-3 
Why was he offer d;roo/near Calvary? F 
What meant the Paſchal Lamb, Fir wha er! refore 
Th' innocent Herd, a daily Sacrifice? | | 
Nam. 21.8, The Brazen Serpent Moſes did prepare, +. 
Nail dto the Pole, pier lifted high 'ich' Ar 
Which eaſe.to every wounded. Wretch did give, 
They turn their half-clos'd Eyes, and look and live. 
'Whar thar? What many a mighty Shadow more, 
What all the Wounds the Royal Prophet bore ; | 
Pal. 22.16, That Truths dark” folded-in the Pſalms and Law; 
1iz.53- What wondrous Viſions. lofty Eſay ſaw, 
Th' Evangelizing Prophet, full and clear ; 
Scarce Propheſies ,. but; Fiiftories you hear, 
When he is read; now Jeſſe's able Stem, 610 
And then. the Prince of Peace's Diadem ; 
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And Purple Royal Robes FR oh” I 


| His own pure Blood, abus'd' , condemin'd; beira 
For ali Mankind a finkſs Vietim made; * 


Thus ſee him there triumphing ! fee kin corne \ 


pals, 2 iT = bf 
Not bought from Tyre, but oY $ 


ache | 


From Bozra's lofty Rock-2 bleeding CoMquteror Tivthe 
While thus he pake, Truth's Ma and chearful Ro 


Glides thro' our raviſh'd Souls, our Grief or wy” 


620 We now no longer mind, - nor ft 


' Day, - 


Which cer it does to th? dikes World deſcend, 
Conducts us to our little Journy's 'end':— = 
He wou'd have further gone,. we both: intreat, 


He'd not diſdain our humble' Cortrey-Seat 


That Night to grace, and%our poor Fare to jo: 


He mildly grants, we enter'd ind refreſh'd- 
Our weary Limbs with grateful Food and: Reft : 
Such Cates as our ſmall Village did afford, 
Were ſpread upon the Hoſpitable Board : 

630 We ſeated too, he Bleſt and brake the Bread,” 
When lo, che envious Cloud o'th' ſudden fled, 


Diſcov* ring well- known Gleries round his Feed 7 


Jeſus ! 'twas He— Our loſt lamented Lord* 
Thrown at his Feet, we trembled and ader'd: 
For our offcious Kindneſs he'd not ſay,” 


Bur glides unſeen in ſecret Shades away. 


You happy Souls ! who feed on 
\ No wonder if you meet 


Let Prodigats and Swine on Husks be fed; 
640 eſus will Rill be known int breaking Bread. 
"Buc all in vain they theſe new Wonders wall; 


The Didymaan ſtill's an Hifadel : 


Argres and asks —. ' Why yer he never fa ” 


Buc always vaniſh'd like the fleeting 
No, he's reſolv'd — Nothing 
But Demonſtration evident and cleas : 


Shade 2 


all him js OY 


» Unleſs, ſays he, my /elf I ſaw him here; 
Saw with theſe Eyes thoſe Wounds of which he 


\ | 


4 
- . 
: 7 : 
- 
F 
* 
% . k c 
% . 
- hs 4 - 
. 


rr -# 4:1 hart Off 
Maſter there't' 


= 


And with theſe Hands tourh'd een his Hand and Srdey” * 
650 I ſtill ſhall think you bur your /elves deceive 


Or me; and neither can”nor will belieye : 


Iſa. 63. f. 


The Tenth Book of 


He faid, = They wondring, once agen behold 
The Room all delug'd with Ethereal Gold : 
Clear Waves of Glory gild th' iDumin'd Air, 
A Flood of Lambent Light, and Jeſus there: 
His Sacred Wounds-the Source from whence it flow'd, 
Prodigal now of Light, as qice of Blood. 
All kneeF'd, adoring, — Thomas only ſtands, 
John 20.27. Till forth he gently reach'd his wounded Hands, 
And ſhows the Nails rude Prints, which yet abide 660 
In glorious Scars; ſhows him his mangled Side : 
Lets him cen all his own bold wiſh receive, 
 Andmildly asks him, if he'll yer believe? 
Low at his Feet himſelf he throws © adore — 
My Lord! My God ! nor had he room for more, 
He raviſhd, crys, — him gently Jeſus rais'd, - 
And bleft, tho' more their nobler Faith he prais'd. 
Who to the Churches witneſs Credit give, 
Wichout their Senſes grofler 4id believe, 
| Nor ſhall that want : he bids 'em all repair 650 
With ſpeed to Galilee, and meet him there. 
Mat. 28. 59. On Tabor's Holy Mount, where once before, 
The bleſt above did their bleſt Lord .adore : 
Gives him his Sacred Word agen t appear, 
Strengthen their Faith, and ſhow new Wonders here. 
In Peace and Joy they from the Feaſt return 
To meet their Lord, whom now no more they mourn, 
Nor idly wait, no more by Wonders fed ; 
With honeſt Pain they carn their welcom Bread. * 
As chanc'd upon a dark and filent Night, 680 
Good Peter his Companions did invite 
The beedleſs Fiſh in Flaxen-Toils to take, 
Royal Tiberias ! on thy neighb'ring Lake : 
John 21.3- They go, to fruitleſs Pain themſelves expoſe, : 


"Po IQ. —_— - 2a +, 
- q 


_ 
© * DARES _ 


- Till rhe next melancholly Morn arole ; 
Whoſe Light did on the ſounding Shore diſcloſe 
A Perſon of a Stature, Face and Dreſs 
Unknown — He hales, and asks 'ema what ſucceſs 
The Njght had broaght.2 They Sighing, None reply'd ; 
Be ruled by me then, Mates, for once, he cryd, 690 
And try the Right, for that's the luckier Side ! 
| a Where, 
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. Where, if I not miſtake, a Shoal remain, 
Which ſoon will richly recompence your Pain : 
His kind Advice they follow ſtrait, and caught, 
As once before, a.vaſt, a wondrous Draught ; 
Not their united Strength cou'd lift ir o'er, 
Compell'd to drag their, hum'rous Prey aſhore; 
When now their Net with much ado, they'd tow'd, 
Their little Bark half ſunk beneath the Load, 
700 Nearer the Land; tte lov'd Diſciple cries 
"Tis Fe, 'tis He--- So ſharp are Friendſhips Eyes : 
"Tis our lov'd Lord-» Th' Alarm good Peter takes, 
And croſs the Waves a wond'rous Voyage makes; 
The l:quid Marble ſolid Footſteps gave, | 
He runs, nor dips his Feet beneath the Wave, * 
He firſt arrives upon the 0ozy ſhore, - 
And humbly does his well-known Lord adore: . 
He fir, the other Ten not far behind, 
Who ready on the Sand a Banquet find ; 
710 By ſome offcious Angel there 'twas laid, 
To ſhow their Mater did not need their Aid ; 
Stretch'd on the Beach they here themſelves refreſh, 
With - Joy they eat, and the kind Giver bles. 
And now when their mirc lous Feaſt was o'er, 
Refreſh'd by that, but by their Mater more, 
They gaz'd, for Fear their Eyes ſhou'd them deceive, 
And Joy wou'd hardly ler 'em yet believe. 
Chiefly 200d Cephas, who ſo oft deny'd | 
Thar Lord, for whom he wou'd have oft ner .dy'd : 
510 Whole honeſt Zeal lo far his Faith outran ; 


To whom, ſeverely mild, the God began ; 
The God yet veil'd 'ith* humble Form of Man : 

Thou whoſe warmZeal cou'd Death's worſt ſhape out- 
And without ſmking tread the ſlipp'ry Wave ; _ 
Say as thou woud'd thy Heart to Heav'n approve, 

If more than theſe thou doſt thy Maſter love ? John 21. ig. 
To whom he thus — Be 
Nor dare I, who ſo little Love have ſhown, 
Or queſtion theirs, or once commend my own 
-30 But how love let me no Witneſs be, 
For Lord ! chou know'ſt, and I appeal to Thee ! 
Yy Then 
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Then Feed my Lambs! our Saviour ſtrait reply'd, 
In Paſtures green by ſome ſtill Water's ſide : 
The ſelf-ſame Queſtion was repeated o'er, 
And had the ſelf-Jame Anſwer as before; 
Nor muſt theſe two! without a Third ſuffice, 
For thrice he muſt be'try'd, who thrice denies : 
Who torturd with ingenuous Grief and Pain 
Thus to be queſtion'd, thus returns again. 

O why, thou who fo well doſt all things know, 
Muſt I a Task ſfo\rruel undergo ?. © 
How much I love, {et me no Witneſs be, 
For, Lord, thou knowft, and I appeal to Thee ! 
Then feed my Lambs! our Savionr ftrait reply'd, 
In Paſtures green, by ſome ſtill Water's ſide: 
Now, while thou may ft, defend the ſacred Fold, 
For Time apace rolls on, arid thou grow ſ? old: 
Some Luſtres ſince thy Youth was firm and ſtrong, 
And thou thy ſelf all 'Y:gorous and Young ; 
Then free as Ar, thy ſelf alone cou'd'ft bind, 
And Men as ſoon might track the wand ring Wind : 
But when old Age with palſy'd fleps draws near, 
And warns thee thou mult ſtay no longer here ; 
Then the rxde Soldier ſhall wich charliſh Bands, 
Secure thy wither'd Arms and trembling Hands, 
And thee unto chat fatal Place convey, 


Whence ſtruggling Nature fain wou'd ſhrink away : 


I warn thee well, nor unprovided be, 

But when I call, prepare to folow me! 

He ſaid, nor longer on the Shore wou'd ſtay, 
But to fair Tabor's Mountain leads the way : * 
There to a num'rous Troop of Friends appears, 
Confirms their Faith, and difſipates their Fears : 
Inſtrufts in his bleſs'd Law cach wav'ring Mind, 
And warns of all the Dangers yet behind ; 
Aſſures of conſtant Aid againſt their Foes, 
Afures once more, cer he t' his Father goes, 


He'll i/# them; cer him high Heav'n receive, 


Till the laſt Day, then take his final Leave. 
With Peace diſmiſt, their feps they backward bend, 
And at fair Solyma their Lord attend; 


7 40 


730 


760 


770 


For 


UM 


The Life of CARTST. yr 


For his approach their: pidits Minds prepare, 
With ardent Wiſhes, holy»dymns and Prafr : oo 
While this bleſ#d Work the: Infant Church employs; 
He comes, and with-birw-all his Trap of Joys; © © 
Then, with:his lictle\Tr60p'of happy Friends, 
Forlakes the-Towny' the neigbb'ring Hill aſcends, 
Thee lovely Betbany !: for ever leaves- (19f2 7 
Thee, ſweet Gethſemane | from both receives 

>$o Still new ſupplies to fill his bumble Tram; 
Till from the Top:they faw'the diftant'Plain, + * 
Or whoſeſmoorh Bojom murm'ring Kidron ran : 
When thus the-Dabtiour of che UIozld began: - 

My Father calls, and I-muſt ſhortly-go,-- + | 

Farewel, you dear Companions of | £197" 


”- 


dear C my Woe? 
Me Heav'n muſt till the'laft Great Day receive; 
| Peace is the Legacy F'with you leave: ft 
-- Be that the Mark of mine! by that alovie 
My little Flock ſhall from the World -be:-known 7 
790 Galleſs as Doves, bur wiſe as Serpents too ; 
As my great Father wie, fo-ſend I you'?” | 
All Pow'r in Heay'n and Earth his Words (ecures' - Matths._1. 
To his lov'd ſuff ring Son--- The ' ſame be yours : * 19. 
To Cenſure thofke who my ſoft Toke refule, 
And both'in Earth and Feav'n to bind and looſe ! F 
Go then to whar cer diſtant Corners burÞd, | 
Go in my Name and Proſelzte the World ! * Mark 1 
Mine and my Father's: Name, for we are One, | is. 
And that bleſfd Spirit's from him and'from the Sin 
800 Eccrnally proceeding ; boldly go, 
As far as Land is fix'd, or Waters flow : 
Till utmoſt Eaft your Lord their Saviour ftyle, 
Till urmoſt Weſt, ©e'cn Albion's ſtubborn Iſle; * TRI 
Where ftitl new Worlds-ſhall wait you. yer conceat'd, Fr” 
In Times revolving Race to be reveaFd: 
Thoſe who your Words believe, and mine obey, © 
Let Sacred Water waſh their Sims away 3; © bad. <v, 
Thoſe happy Souls who thus for Heav'n prepare, _—_ 
: Shall, when I come Triymphing, enter there ;  '- | 
$16 While thoſe who Mercy ſcorn, ah'hapleſs Race ! © 
For whom I dyd in vain, and purchasd Grace © 
TY » Frortt 
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From my  fergrving Father ; thoſe muſt —_ 


| The choice their own, to endleſs Worlds of Woe 


Aas 3. 4, 
9, 10, &c. 


Mark 16, 
At $. I. 


| Nor only They themſelves ſhall conquer'd find, 


Nor will I you without Credentials lend, 
Angels ſhall guard,;and: Mwoacles. attend; 
F ich ſhall the ſtubbarin World ſo far ſurprize, 
They muſt believe, if they'll believe their Hes: 
For when the bleſſed. ene ſhall all, * 
And with high Pow'r from Heav'n inſpire” you al; 
(Nor, if at fam'd Jeruſalem you ſtay 46 
And wait his Þleafure, will he hes delay : ). 
Whar Signs, what mighty. Wonders-ſhall you do? - 
How much ſhall yaw your ſelves be chang'd from Jou ; 
All Tongues, and, marg:than all;:at Babel knowts,, * 
Shall then be yours, . familiar as.zzour own: 
You ſhall the Deng of matiy hearts kd ? 
Your Touch, your Woxd, your very.Shads ſhall beal ? 
Thoſe Fiends late driv'n from ſome. falſe Oracle, 
Yet bere, ſhall envy thoſe who lower fell, © '£ 
And from your Words ſeck. ſhelter een in Hell. 
But ax 1l with-yhich they plague Mankind: 
Th' auxiliary Miſchiefs chey employ, 
To make cen Neture-Nature's lelt deſtro 
Blue Poiſons harmleſs thro' your Veins ſhall flow, 
Vipers and Aſps innoxious Worms ſhall ”_= 
In Teeth or Sting, no dreadful Fenom found 
E'cn he whoſe Eyes ſhoot Death fo proudly crewn'd ; * 
Tam'd by your Torch, diſarm'd, ſhall bruſh the Ground, 
Nor of your Safety when I'm gone, deſpair, 
[11 fill be with you, for I'm ev'ry where : 
Be with you to. protef,. ſuſtain, defend, 
Till this frail 'Forld, but not my kindneſs end ; 
Till each reviving Daft forlakes its Hrp, 
And in the Clouds you ſee your Lord return. 
He ſaid, when lg a @rembling Parple Light, 
The Olive- bearing Mountains provyde beight .' 
Began to gild, and as.ir farther ſpread, 
Each lofty Cedar bends his leafy dead; 
Each humble Pal. belaw too [oema'd co ſear, | 
And all confeſd ſoraething Divune was near : 
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Sofr Muſic s heard from a far diſtant [ 
Deſcending ſlow, til|:mare diftinfs ai 

As by Degrees it ſtill appraach'd more.nigh;..2 v 
Then warlike. Trumpets eccho route es Ft, 
Triumphal Nates and Sounds of Viflory gs. . _.. 
Mixt with the melting Hax 2 ng | 


Was plainly heard Go Noble Fill Sa: " 
Alternatively thus they../ The and iplay'd, i. 
$60 The Words a Kirx,. bk une'an Angel, made. 1: 


CGE; Tos FIN. 


or "The engl bein Soi fd 0 


Repare!. Jrinns you, glar rin Orb OWE 
P Ar decens, diſtance roll away! N 
Lec onely pureſt Ether ſtay!. . TAE of 
Let enviqus:Clouds remaye!... 
All ye bright Clonds: his Way pri are! 


EY 


Sweep with our, Parple Wings the Air 1 . 
. The Avg of ono er? 24 
; aig The Agel clove... 


AY you! 1 "for ſaxely you muſt brow, 
Say you who keep perpetual Guard below, 


870 What God, what - Hero is't you: bring ; 
| What wond rags Ang | 
| Te Agel dview. 


C;3f 43 
IS He who larely Triumph 'Jofer the Grave > 
Who drags Kh King of Pride along, 
With eaſe the ſtronger binds the Strong, 
And Death and Hell his Slave ! 
Whom all the beav'nly Warriors ſing, 
Their Trophies to his Foorſtool bring ; 


The Conq ring God, the wondr ous King ! 


While thus they F: wait, heyngurits alone, 
880 Nor necds their Pow'r, he's greater of his own; 
All impious Doubts for « eyer to prevent, 
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Pſalm 247 
, 10. 

Lift up your 
Heads, O ye 
Gates, «nd 
be ye lift ” 
ze Everla 
ing Doors, 
and the King 
of Glory ſhall 


' come 1n. 


Who. is this 
King of 
Glory? 


Lord migh- 
ty in Battle, 


The Lord of 
Hoſts, he z 
the King of 
Glory: 


Aſcending 
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And croſs the-Gulph cottipes'd'2"3lorwus Line: © ' © Bhs 
He comes — At his approach a Shout is giv'n, 
- A Shout which ſhook th*\Brernal Wafls'of Heavn : 
' Not all the Pomp of this Triumphal Show, . 

+7 How much; muck thottthan we poor Mortals know, 

© ©. Made him forget thoſe Friends he left below ;/ 
 ..*, With Joy and Wonder rapt he lefe *em there, | 
. They kneel, and after gaze in trackleſs 4r ;* 


ng Squadrons ſhine, 


But Cer the Everlaſting Gates divide, 
And Him fromi them, 'not "them from Him deny'd ;% 
In Glory plac'd by his-great Father's Side, - Y_ 
One Look he gave, which wonted Love expreſt, 
And ſends two Angels down to.tell'the reſt : _ 
Tell *em their Lord who did to Heay'nalcend, 
Ads r. 11, Commands they ſhould their fruitleſs gazing end; 
' Nor gaxe in vain, * nor Him as vainly mourn, 
Whom in the Clouds they'd ſee agen return 
To judge the trembling World, nor judge alone, 
They all th' Aſſeſſors on his mighty Throne : 
_When the laſt Fire ro” Htems ſhou'd diſperſe, 91 
This beauteous Poem of the Univerſe ; | 
Which beav nly-4rt far lovelier will reftore, X 
When Death and Time it ſelf ſhall'be no more. 
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133. Give ſhe but appear -— In Public, all the World wow d Mourning wear] 
Something like chat Thought of Mr. Cowley: 


Ah charming Maid! Jet not ill Fortune ſee 
The Livery that thy Sorrow wedts, 
Or know the Beauty of thy tears, 

Left” ſhe ſhowd come and Dreſs herſelf at thee. 


139. No Pangs at bis mirac lons Birth. ] So 'ewas generally conceiv'd and be- 
liev'd, by moſt of the Antients, which is enough to vindicate the Propriety of 
the Expreſlion. 

163. The Pandzmonium Fils.) Every one that has read Milton may remem- 
ber *cits his Word. | 

167. In long Serpentine Folds.] See Milton's admirable Deſcription of the Devils 
turning into Serpents, in his Paradiſe - Loft ; This, and much that follows, ſup- 
poſing his Notzons there. TOM 

247. Luxurious Aſia's tempting Charms have ſhown.} The Liberty of Concubinage ; 
the Pleaſantnefs, and Riches, and Manners of thoſe Conrries; ſufficiently war- 
rant the Epithet I here give the A/arics: | 

283. From Delphos's ſacred Rock ro Wiſe Dodons's Grove. ] Delphor, ſays the 
Scholiaft upon Homer, was firſt called the Parneſſian Grove, then Python, after- 
wards Delpbis. Strabe ſays, the City was called Delpbor, the Temple Pytho, and 
the Prieft / cons, tho Ptolomy and Eraſmus, make Pythia and Delpbor ewo Ci- 
ties diftin& from each other : Dionyſus fees to make Delpbys the proper Name 
of the Serpent Python, whom Apollo kill'd in the neighbouring Country. V. 442: 
14 Aegxarr@-- Atnewine, &rc. Where is the Spire, or Train of the Dragon Del- 
phis ? Homer calls this City Tlvudiye Tr2pitonry, Sony or Rocky Pytho; and accord- 
ingly; *cis here ſtid Delphos ſacred Rock, For Dodond's Grove, as famous for Ora- 
cles of Old, as a Book ſince writ by that Name, has beer thonghe for Propheſies, it 
was fo called from the Country wherein it was ſeated. Its Name, learned Men 
generally agree, to be derived from Dodanim, the Fourth Son of Favan;. (whence 
the /Idares , ) as he of Fapher, the Greek 'IsmTQ.. Here was the City of Dodone, 
and the Temple of Fupiter Dodoneus, plac'd, its probable, in that famous Grove 
of the ſame Name ; tho' ſome leflen this Grove into a ſingle Oak: So tho Poet, 


& evds vaardaere Ms, rc, to require an anſwer from the Oak of Fupirer.. In Fw 
ree, 


352 Notes 0s the Tenth Book: 


— 


Tree, or Trees, it ſeems hung a parcel of Brazen Veſſels, or fort of Bells, which 
made a noiſe when mov'd by the Y/imd; and perhaps this was all the Yecality of * 
that famous Oracle; tho' we are: not to-gqueſtion, but the Attendams on the 
Temple, very well underſtood that Language. | 

300. And headlong he plunges in the broad Lake. 1 know not whether I had 
need inform my Reader, that I chuſe to make the Cadency of this Verſe thus 94- 
rupt, to —_ my Sence the more lively ; as Fve done Lb. 3. in that, On Surges 
turnultuous agen we riſe, In imitation of many ſuch in Virgil; and that of 
Cowley among others, in which he himſelf inſtances; 


Down 4 fteep Precipice, deep, adown be caſts "em all. 


330, To the old Primers of 2900 Years =— Who in the Univerſal Deluge fel, &c] 
This is *according to the Notion of many of the Antients, that the dark Place 
in 1 S. Peter 3. 20, Concerning the Spirits in Priſon who were diſobedient in the days 
of Noah, &c. relates to thats who. were loſt in the Univerſal Deluge; and that 
ome of theſe” our. Saviour brought back with him, after an a#=al Deſcent ints 
Hell ; baving there ſpoiled Principalites and _ Powers. Many of our own Divines 
have been thus far of this Opinion, that chey thought Chriſt did a##aly Deſcend 
into Hel, tho* now I think moſt are of another mind, and believe, with greac 
probability, that only a Deſcent into the Greve, or the State of the Dead, whicti 
the famous controverted Hedes {ignifies, was thereby intended. However ſince 
our Church leaves this wndecided in her Article de Deſcenſu,. I am,: I chink, ac 
liberty to take that Senſe which I look on as moſt Poetical. Bur however, *tis eafie 
to ſhew, that even that Notion of thoſe, Loft in the Deluge, &c. is far enough 
from Popery. The Papiſts place all goed: den here before our Saviour's Death, 
which afterwards they changed into a Purgatory. I only place bad Mex there for- 
merly. They require a Divine Faith; whereas I'll be content with a Poetical. Nor 
can I think I am any more oblig'd to make good the aus! Reality and Truth of 
that Netion, than for what follows in the next Verſe; Thro Laping Earths wide 
Ruins ſweep'd to Hell, Which: alludes to the Hypotheſis afferred. in: Mr. Burnet's 
ingenious Theory. : Ec FN 

332. He will'd the Stone away.] Pm ſure, the Papiſts can never prove he came 
through it, tho' he might remove it: for a moment, and let it return to its place, as 
ſoon as he had quitted the Sepulchre. He raiſed himſelf ; Surrexit, non ſuſcitatus 
ef, as one of the Fathers; and this by bis own power. Deſtroy this Temple, lays he, 
and 1 will raiſe it again ; Therefore he muſt be God, or elſe, as one of the'greateſt 
Men in the World obſerves. ©* He had not been ſo mach as a modeſ# Men ; 
© becauſe he would have arrogated to himſelf: what did not really belong to him : 
* or had expreſsd himſelf in ſuch a manner, as he knew would be, and was, 
* taken in ſuch a Senſe by thoſe who heard him, as that they muſt conclude, 
« him God. As: for the Angels rolling away the Stone, *was for the ſake of the 
* IVomen, not for him, who cou'd not want Power to remove that, when he had 
© before, by his own Power, been raiſed from the Dead. | 

388. And thus the fing)e Bird wings "ea th' Arabian Urn.] This is Vide's Si- 
mile of the Phenix, which he chus proſecutes very beautifully 1n his fixth Book. 


Talis ubj turpe 'irrepſit ſenium, unicus aks 
Congeſſitq; fibi ramis felicibus altum 

Sumo in colle rogum, poſuitque in morte ſeneftam ; 
Continud navuns exoritur, nitiduſq; juvens 

Effulget' criſtis, & werſicoloribus alir : 

Innumere circum Volucres mirantur euntem ; 


Ie ſuos adit e/Ethiopas, Indoſq; reviſit. 


415. Their uſuleſ; Piles ſuſpended in the Air.) Piles were a ſort of heavy Darts, or 
Tevelin, vs'd by the Romans, | | 


417. They 


| 
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we 


417. They fall, their Armour clanks againſt the Groimd, } I think 'tis Cowley's 
4 Verſe, in the Fallof Nabaſh when kill'd by Fonathan. | of 


488. Was ſet in Deaths dark ſhades to riſe no more. } So it ſeems they all thought, for 
*twas a long time ere they believ'd the :Reſ#rrefion, tho they had repeated and 
credible Teſtimonies of it irom Eye-witneſſes ; much leſs can we ſuppoſe they did 
ſo when it depended on Faith only. nv 

586, Miſtaken Men, your minds immerft in Night. ] O Fools and flow of Heart, &&. 
Our Saviour calls *em- | 

597. Why was be offer d too, year Calvary. ] Old Traditionſays, as has been alres- 

dy obſerv'd, that Adam's Scull or Head, was found about this Mountain, ' whence 
ſome derive its Hebrew Name Golgotha; and in Latin Calvary: Nay Surius is ſo 
certain of it, that he gives it as at leaſt highly probable, that our Sawviours Blood, 
when upon the Croſs, deſcending by the Cleft which the Earthquake caug'd, did 
run down and waſh this very Scull of Adam, as it lay below, near the bottom 
of the Mountain, A little more probable it is, that it derives its Name from its 
ſhape, being a round bare Rock, at diſtance appearing like a Scull; or ar' leaſt, 
from the many unburied Sculls and Bones, there rakes: : 
Publick Execution. Now *tis certain, Iſaac was offered near Calvary, for that 
it ſelf is one of the Mountains in the Land of Moriah; and *ewas upon one of 
theſe where he was Offered : and perhaps our Saviour was promiſed of Old, to 
core, Or appear , 1n that very place. - For whereas we render the Fehove Fireh, 
in Gen. 22.14. Inthe mount of the Lord it ſhall be ſeen. It will bear another Sence; 
In the mount ſhall the Lord be ſeen. This Mount, either Mount Aforiab it (elf, 
on which, part of the City and Temple was Built , ( YV:d: Foſeph.) and where 
our Lord, the true Fehova, ſo frequently appeared; or perhaps on Mount Cal- 
wary it ſelf, where this great Antitype of I/aac was offered. 

679. With honeſ® Pains they earn their welcom Bread. ] The Apoſtles were not 

yet ſent abroad to Convert the World, asthey were after the Deſcent of the Holy 
Ghoſt ; and ſo kept to their old Employs: But when they left thoſe, to undertake 
more eminently the Cure of Soxls, heavy enough of it ſelf without any additional 
weiobt, then we don't find St. Peter a Fiſhing any more, unleſs, as our Saviour 
ſaid, ro catch men: And St. Paul tells the Corinthians, that the Lord himſelf bad 
ordained, that thoſe who preath'd the Goſpel, ſhould live of the Goſpel. By which 
Lord, I ſuppoſe, is meant our Saviour, in thoſe Words of his, The workman is worthy 
of bis hire, | 
en He runs, nor dips bis Feet beneath the Wave. ] The meaning of this place I 
think is not clear in Hiſtory, whether St. Peter walk'd upon the Waves, as once 
before, or only waded to land ; the former Sence was more noble, for that reaſor 
I choſe it. As for his walking without dipping his Feet, I'm ſafer .in my Hifory 
than Virgil in his Hyperbole, that I mean of Camilla. 


Ile wel imtaft ſegetis, &C. 
Vel mare per medium flutu ſuſpenſa tumenti 
Ferret iter, celeres nec tingeret aquore Plantas. 


61. ;But to fair Tabor's Mountain leads the way. ] Vid. St. Matt. 28. 16. where tis 
ſaid, The Apoſtles went to a mountain which he had appointed 5 and this probably was 
either Tabor, or that of the Beatitaudes, becauſe ſomewhere in Galilee, and near 
the Lake. 

793. *The ſame be jours. ] So lays our Saviour; All power is given to me in Heaven 
and Earth. And again; As the Father bath (ent mia, ſo ſend I you. Not the ſome 
Power in Degree, but the ſame ſort of Spiritual Power, chat of binding and loofing ; 
I hatſoever ye ſhall bind on Earth, ſhall be bound in Heaven, 8&c. That is, God himſelf 
ratifies thoſe Cenſures and oo 10ey- which his Church rightfully diſpoſes; this 
Power not being given ſo muchas to the Seventy, much leſs co all Chniſtians, but 


to the Eleven only. 28 St. Marr. 26, The Eleven Diſciples went away mto Galilee, 
and Feſus ſpake unto them ſaying, All power is =_ me, CG. 


Z 797. Gi 


this being the place of 
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797. Goin my Name, and profelyte the World. ] Ithink the Word proſehte comes 
a—_ the ueSrrdiours in the Original, than that by which we tranſlate it. Now 
the Cuſtom of making Proſehytes among the Jews, all know, was to admit whole 
Families together, not make the Father an 1/raelite, and leave the Child an Hea- 


then, | 4 . 
803. Ev Albion's fubborn Tſe. ] Mr. Cowley's Thought and Words, at the End 


of David's Viſion. oy 
818. For when the boly Paraclete (all fall. ] the ſence of the Word mwgranr, 
is diſputed among the Learned. Some think 1t means an Advocate, others a Coun- 
ſellor, &c. And it may very well mean both: However what &er is intended by 
it, the Word I uſe will reach it. | IR 
$24. Al Tongues,” and more than all at Babel known ] The Philologiſts have wich 
good ſucceſs, prov'd the gradual Degeneracy of one Language into another, from 
the Phenician, down to Latin, Greek, andall, or moſt of the preſent European 
Languages. 

$38. ew be whoſe Eyes ſhot Death, ſo proudly Crows'd. ] The Beoſfilick, which, 
as ſome of the Naturalifts, moves ere, and has ſomething not unlike a Crown on 
its Head; which [take from that of St. Merk 16. 18. 5345s dpirx. You ſhall rake 
wp, rowch, or handle Serpents ; as was actually perform'd in the Caſe of St. Paul ac 
Malts, Att: 28.5. | T | 

879. While thus they Hymning wait , be mounts alone. | The Readers muſt 
not expe I ſhou'd take any more Notice of our Sayiours Foorſfeps, Which the ' 
Papiſts ſay he left in the ſolid Rock at his 4ſcenſion, than they find in the Evas- 
pgelifs themſelves; in none of whom the leaft Track of *em 15 to be diſcovered : 
But thoſe-who have put out another Edition of che Goſpel, with many Addirions, and 

- as they think, Ameridments, will tell you, © That there's a Chappel builc over the 
© very place ofthe Aſcenſion, whole top is open to Heaven, fince as much as they 
© build at Days is thrown down at Nights, on purpoſe that all the pious Pilgrims 
* who ſee this opeying may think of our Lords Aſcer: And that within the Gate 
© of this Church,on the right hand, where our Saviours ſacred Footſteps are to be ſeen 
© ;mprinted in the l:wing Rock,. as't had been in ſoft Wax: That one of theſe 
<« Footſteps the Turks had taken up, and carried away to their chief Moſque, 
© where tis to this day at the foot of their Mufty's Chair, honoured with thetc 
« Lamps, ſprinkled every Cay with /weet Waters, and adorn'd with pretty Flowers. 
Thus Surizs as he pretends from unfailing Catholick Tradition ; of all which the 
Reader is at liberty to believe if he pleaſes as little as I do. 

911. Which Heeav'nly Art far lovelier willreftore. } Whether or no this @mwairon, 
redintegration Or renovation of the World, ſhall be really performed in that ſenſe 
wherein I ſuppoſe it, as I'v'e ſaid inother Caſes, does not much affe& me in relation to 
my Poem, fince "tis at leaſt probable: For all know that tis; and the Dodrines 
depending upon it, had the conſent of moſt of the ancient Fathers; and I be- 
lieve *will be difficult to find any who oppoſed it before Diomfixs, who was not 
of the beſt Antiquity ; this -_ e Judgment not only of old Papias, who might 
be as iſe as he was Good for all Exſebius, but indeed of Ireneus, Fuſtin Martyr, 
Teriulian, and I believe all others for 'the two or three firſt Centuries : Nay it 
appears from: S. Ferow himſelf,that 'ewas in his time generally and almoſt aniver/ally 
receiv'd, becauſe he acknowledges he ſhould bring a great Clemor on himſelf by 
ſpeaking againſt it. That there may be ſuch a renowation, - is alſo the avow'd 
Judgment of two very ingenious Men at preſent in our Church z One the famous 
Theorift , the other Mr. Norris, on the Sermon upon the Adouwr, and that 
Beatitude, © Blefled are the mee for they ſhall inheric the Earth : Which he takes, 
as Mr. Walker alſo does, ** for that #ew Heaven, and new Earth, ſpoke of in 21/+. of , 
* the Apocel, Now this they do, and. Print in Proſe, as the Learned Mr. Mede 
has done at large before *em;z much more than may I in Yerſe aſſume the ſameliber- 
ty. Nor canl1 paſs the #wwricunr wiynor © the Reſtitution of all things, mention'd 

- ow Peter, Acts 3. 21. Which,- ſays he, God has promiſed by all his holy Pro- 


ets ſince the World began; which ſeems not to refer to the Tixzes of Chriſtianicy 
| | oniy 


—— 


W 
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only, 1n the ſtace wherein it now 15, fince this Reſtitution or Renovation is not to be 
* until Jeſus Chriſt was ſent again from Heaven, who before had been preach'd unts 
© m. When the Times of Refreſhing ſhould come, which are all ſpoken of as 
Future, and which 'twou'd fouhd .very harſh to reſtrain tothe Defruttion of the 
Fewiſh Temple, City, \Policy and Nation, which ſeems but an odd ſort of a Re- 
freſhmenrt. Beſides, this is not only to ba a Renovation of good Men, but of all 
the World, all cbings: Behold I make all chings new, ſays our Saviour, and a new 
Heaven and new Earth is promiſed, which in the Hebrew Phraſe, is equivalent to 
a new ſyſtem of all Viſibles, and "tis ſaid, Rom. $. Not only we our ſelves the Chriſti- 
ans and good Men, © But the whole Creation groaneth for this happy "Change, 
« where the expedfation of the Creature is ſufficiently diſtinguiſhed from the mani- 
* feſtation of the Son of God. Further, itſeems to me, that by the new Heaven 
and mew Earth ſo often mention'd in all the holy Prophets ,, can't be meant the 
fate of the Church triumphant in Glory; for 'tis not ſaid, *© Men ſhall be taken 
* up to God, but the Tabernacle of God ſhall be with Men; not' the Feruſalem 
&* ſhall be carried up to Heaven, but Ferufalem ſhall deſcend down' from Heawen. 
Nor ſeems it to relate to the Church Militant here upon Earth, inany paft, or the + 

eſent Age, ſince the Church has ſcarce ever yet come up to that Glory: there 
deſcrib'd , tho' we ſhou'd take it in-a metaphorical Senſe ; . granting but any manner. 
of Proportion between that and what's ſignified by it. Nor can I imagine that, - 
Satan can ever yet, with any Propriety, be ſaid to have been bound a Tory Yeart, 
or One either ; ſince, after Heathen Idslatry ceas'd, he was ſtill as hard at Work, © | 
and perhaps more perniciouſly, to the Church I mean, in hammering out 'Schiſms 
and Hereſies, and Popery, and Mabometaniſm thaniever he was before. Beſides , 
this is deſcrib'd, as not to come to pals till aſter Babylon is fallen, who: ſeems now. 
to fit as a Lucen and rejoices that her deadly Wound: is: bealed:\ Prom\all which, IL 
ſee not well how the conclufion: can be avoided ; Thar this happy State is yet tocomes, 
' This dzar delirable State of Piery, Friendfhip, and Spiritual, Heavenly, Pleaſures , 
even on this Earth, whereon Virtue has fo long been miſerable. wever thus far 
weare certain, that Chriſt (ball reign ill be bas put all bis Enthnies under bit Feet, tho' 
in what manner does notll think ſo much concery ns z* nor is that' any fundemental | 
Article of Faith, &c. | Yet in general, ' Pm ſure every good Chriſtian will joyn' * 
with me in our Saviours one Words, *© Thy Kingdom come! Nor will: refuſe to uſe 
thoſe of our Church; *© That the Kingdom of Gods dear Son may come quickly, 
* and that all his Enemies being madehis Foreſfool, he, who is Lord of Lords, and 
« King of Kings, may reignto all th& Ends of the Earth ? 


Make haſt, my Beloved ! and be thou like to a Roe or young RET 
upon the Mountains of Spices' F 


Veni cito, Domine Jelu.  dmen 


_— 
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